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April 2006

Commanders Corner

On April 18th we celebrate the 106th birthday of the submarine force.  The U. S. Navy‘s involvement with the submarine dates from 1899 when the Bureau of Construction and Repair sponsored a design competition that brought John Holland a naval contract to build the experimental PLUNGER.  As the new century dawned, prominent American naval leaders like Admiral George Dewey called the submarine a real threat to international surface forces, leading the Navy to acquire its first submarine in 1900.  Overcoming competition from fellow American inventor, Simon Lake, Holland sold his newest model, Holland VI, to the Navy for $160,000 on 11 April.  This 64-ton submarine commissioned as USS HOLLAND, or SS-1, on 12 October of the same year was equipped with an Otto-type gasoline engine for surface running and electric motors for submerged operations.

On April 22nd, the base will hold its annual picnic but with a somewhat different flavor and location.  The picnic will be at JFK Park adjacent to Greer’s Ferry Lake and on the Little Red River below the dam.  Campsites have been reserved for Friday and Saturday nights for those who are planning to either RV or camp.  Heber Springs is about three miles away and there are several motels in the area if you aren’t of the outdoors mood.  Alan Malone and R B Casto have volunteered to do the cooking and Alan recently floated an e-mail with all the information.  I would also like to say thank you to member Jim Stephens for donating $ 30 to help offset cost of the picnic food.    

Navy Week starts in North Little Rock on Monday, May 22 and ends on Friday, May 26, 2006.  Several events are scheduled including a luncheon hosted by the Fleet Reserve Association at 1130, Monday, May 26 at the Riverfront Restaurant in the Wyndham Hotel in North Little Rock.  Guest speaker is RADM Marshall E. Cusic, Jr., however I don’t know what his position or command function is.  Cost of the luncheon is $25 per person.  Contact Carl Schmidt if you are interested in attending.  All proceeds go to the Fleet Reserve Association.  

Monday, May 29th is Memorial Day with various veterans’ activities scheduled for the Little Rock area including the annual FRA wreath laying ceremony on the Broadway Bridge to be followed by official state ceremonies at the National Cemetery in Little Rock.  USS RAZORBACK Base will participate in both and members planning to attend should be at the Broadway Bridge area on the North Little Rock side no later than 9:30 AM.  I understand the Mid-South Navy Band from Millington, TN will perform as will the FA-18’s.  A motorcade will travel from the bridge to the National Cemetery with ceremonies starting at 11:00 AM.  The Governor will host the annual Memorial Day Picnic at the Governor’s Mansion beginning at 1:00 PM for all veterans and their families.  There is no cost for any of these activities and all veterans are strongly encouraged to participate.  I have extended an invitation to USS SNOOK Base of NW Arkansas and TWIN LAKEs Base in the Mountain Home area to join our base with a separate memorial ceremony at the USS SNOOK Memorial near the RAZORBACK and museum in North Little Rock.  This would be our first real opportunity to hold a meaningful ceremony since its relocation in December 2005 and will include a tolling ceremony for SNOOK’s crew as well as boats lost during May.  We will conduct this immediately following the National Cemetery activity and for those who desire, skip the governor’s picnic and have lunch on our own as a group.  This would give us a chance to meet some of our brother submariners from other parts of the state.  

A matter of a more serious note is our 2006 base membership renewal drive just completed.  The base lost three members for non-payment of USSVI dues before the prescribed deadline of April 1.  An additional six USSVI Life members failed to pay their 2006 base dues and were dropped from the active membership roster.  John Barr has some ideas for next year and hopefully we will not lose anyone because they didn’t pay their annual dues.  On the positive side we did gain two new members, Bill Woods, Associate and Charles Smith, Regular.  We welcome them and hope to see both very soon.  

Our next base business meeting will be Saturday, June 24th at the barges.  Also, the next convention planning committee meeting is Sunday, May 7th at 3:00 PM at the RAZORBACK Museum.  You do not have to commit to the convention committee to attend this meeting but volunteers warmly accepted.   

USS SNOOK (SS 279)
April 8, 1945 - 82 Men Lost 

SNOOK (Cmdr. J. F. Walling) departed Guam on March 25, 1945 in company with BURRFISH (SS 312) and BANG (SS 385) to carry out a coordinated patrol with Commander Walling commanding the group. They were to patrol Luzon Strait, the south coast of China, and the east coast of Hainan, and to perform lifeguard duties if so directed by dispatch. SNOOK returned to Guam for emergency repairs on March 27th, and departed on March 28th to rejoin her group. The patrol was SNOOK’s ninth. 

In accordance with her orders, weather reports were received daily from SNOOK as she proceeded westward until April 1st, when she was told to discontinue the reports. On the same date, SNOOK was directed to proceed westward to join a coordinated attack group under Commander Cassedy in TIGRONE. BANG and BURRFISH already had been assigned lifeguard stations, and were not available for the attack group as originally planned. 

	


	

	


Although the last message received from SNOOK by shore bases was on April 1st, TIGRONE was in contact with her until April 8th. On April 9th, TIGRONE was unable to raise her by radio, nor was she ever able to afterwards. TIGRONE's inability to contact SNOOK may be explained by the fact that on April 10th SNOOK was directed to move eastward toward Luzon Strait, and on April 12th she was ordered to stand lifeguard duty for British carrier-based air strikes. Her position for this duty was in the vicinity of Sakeshima Gunto, about 200 miles east of northern Formosa. No acknowledgement for these orders was required. On April 20th, the Commander of a British carrier task force reported he had a pilot down in SNOOK’s vicinity, but could not contact her by radio. SNOOK was ordered to search the area and to acknowledge these orders. When she failed to make a transmission, BANG was sent to conduct a search and rendezvous with SNOOK. When SNOOK had not appeared or made contact by May 16th, she was reported as presumed lost on her ninth patrol.

A number of enemy submarine contacts were reported in the vicinity of SNOOK’s lifeguard station during the period in which her loss occurred. During April and May 1945, five Japanese submarines were sunk in the Nansei Shoto chain. The circumstances surrounding SNOOK’s loss suggest the possibility that one of these lost submarines may have torpedoed her while she was surfaced during her lifeguard duties and it was not reported. It is known that such tactics were suggested to Japanese submarine commanders by their supporters. 

No attacks had been reported by SNOOK prior to her loss on this patrol. She was, however, responsible for sinking 22 enemy ships, totaling 123,600 tons and damaging 10 ships, for 63,200 tons, on her eight patrols prior to her loss. 
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THE USS RAZORBACK BASE is proud to host the 2006 USSVI National Convention.   The convention will be held September 5-10, 2006 at the Peabody Hotel in Little Rock.  Information on our convention may be found on the Razorback Base website www.razorbackbase.com .  This includes the registration form, hotel information, prices, points of contact, boat reunions, and other pertinent information.  We know everyone doesn’t have web access so we will include in this newsletter convention information each month.  Everything won’t be included in each newsletter so please keep the information you need from the newsletter.  

U. S. SUBMARINE VETERANS INC.

2006 CONVENTION RV PARKS REVIEW

There are only two RV parks in the Little Rock area capable of handling a group of our size, if we match or exceed Saratoga Springs Convention RV attendance.  The parks are Maumelle Park and a KOA in North Little Rock.  There are other parks, but the ones in the city are not as nice nor do they have the spaces for large group camping or they are out of town with a 25-mile plus drive to the convention.

These two parks stay above 90% full 90% of the time from May first to October first, so if you want to get a space for the convention, REGISTER AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.  September is the busiest time for most of the Little Rock RV parks.

First let me introduce my self.  My name is Bob Sykes (USN Retired) and my wife’s name is Connie.  We have been motor homing since 1971 so I’m well aware of RV’ers needs.  I will be the convention’s host at the Maumelle Park Campground.  I will be at one of the first spaces you see as you drive in and there will be a sign indicating my location.  I can be reached by phone after November first at 479-967-5562 or by e-mail at connie2bob@earthlink.net.

Below are listed all the RV parks in and around Little Rock with phone numbers and web links if applicable, but only two will be detailed and listed with essential details.  Also provided below is a map showing public parking lots within 10 blocks of the convention.

NOTE: Listed prices are 2005 price and subject to change.

BEST PARK FOR OUR NEEDS

PARK NAME:

Maumelle Park (A Corps of Engineers Park)

Convention host at this park.

LOCATION:

On Arkansas River Pool # 7, below Pinnacle Mountain on western edge of Little Rock

DISTANCE FROM CONVENTION:9.8 miles.
DIRECTIONS TO THE PARK:

From Jct. of I-430 & Hwy 10 (exit 9) go west 2.6 mi. on Hwy 10 to Pinnacle Valley Rd. turn right (north) for 2.1 mi. to park gate.

RV SPACE DESCRIPTION:

All spaces are very large, most are more than 100 feet from its neighbor.  All spaces have a picnic table and fire ring.  Most spaces have many trees.  Many visitor-parking spaces in several parking lots.

RV SITE SERVICES:

Electric – All 77 reserved sites have 30-amp service, except sites F1, F2, F5, and F16 which are 50 -amp.  All 52 first come first served sites have 50-amp service.

Water – All sites have water hook ups. 

Sewer – NO sewer connections available.  You can let your gray water drain on the ground if you use a water hose connected to a sewer/water hose adapter to do it.  The park has 2 dump stations.

Cable TV – NONE.  Satellite TV may be hard to get because of all the trees.

Internet/Wireless Service – NONE

PARK AMENITIES:

The park has 129 campsites, 6 RV camp areas, 4 restrooms, 8 picnic shelters ($50/day rental fee), 5 drinking fountains, 3 children play areas, 1 public telephone, handicap access and boating: ramp, dock.  Check the below park-map and pick your site.  The sites out lined in red (areas A and E) are “first come first served sites” can not be reserved, so don’t chose any of those.  You can take a chance on arriving without reservation in hopes of getting one of these sites.

RESERVATION TIME FRAME:

You CAN NOT make reservations before 240 days in advance of your arrival date.  e.g. If you plan to arrive September 5, 2006, the earliest you can make a reservation is January 8, 2006.  If you want to arrive earlier, calculate the 240-day period and call them on that date.

RESERVATION NUMBER:

The number is 877-444-6777.  This number is a government contract reservation service known as “National Recreation Reservation Service” or NRRS.  They make reservation for Corps of Engineers parks, USDA Forest Service parks, National Park Service parks, Bureau of Reclamation parks, and Bureau of Land Management parks.  NRRS is given rules by the government to follow and could not set aside or hold a block of spaces for USSVI.

ON LINE RESERVATION:

You can go to www.ReserveUSA.com, which is NRRS, and register on line.

PRICE PER DAY:

$18 for 30-amp, $20 for 50-amp service.  If you have a Golden Age Card, it’s half price.

TIME LIMIT:

As usual in a national park, there is a 14-day stay limit.

TRANSPORTATION:

Our Base will provide 16 passenger vans.  From 8 am to 11 am (start earlier for early special event).  A van will leave the campground every 20 minutes.  From 11 am to 11 pm a van will leave the convention center every hour for the campgrounds.

NOTE: Remember the convention is in the downtown area of a large city and it is being held during the workweek.  Although the convention is less than 10 miles away, the parking in Little Rock is limited; therefore the van service.  A run will take about 40 minutes for a round trip and cover both RV parks.

NOTES: Camp fires depend on dry conditions.

Visitors are free to come and go as they please.

Park closes at 10 pm but they leave the “Out-Gate” open.

The park is 90% full 90% of the time from May first to October first, so REGISTER EARLY.

^^^^^

^^^^^

TREASURERS REPORT FOR MARCH 2006

BEGINNING BALANCE:


$3829.11

DEPOSITS:

TOTAL DEPOSITS:



 $  000.00

EXPENSES:

STORES




$   41.78

DUES USSVI




    120.00

STAMPS




      37.02

TOTAL EXPENCES:



 $ 198.80

ENDING BALANCE:



$3630.31

Submitted by

Greg Schwerman

Base Treasurer

^^^^^

TRICARE

Tom Philpott
Military Update
April 1, 2006


Ignoring the intimidating props - boxes of angry letters from thousands of military retirees - senior Defense Department officials and military leaders appeared on Wednesday before a contentious House subcommittee to make their case for hiking Tricare fees sharply for under-65 retirees and their families.In the verbal sparring that ensued, Pentagon leaders gave as good as they got. 

But no lawmaker took the role of referee. All threw punches on behalf of retirees, and treated with kid gloves a second panel of witnesses representing dozens of pro-retiree military associations and veterans groups.The Pentagon's plan to boost out-of-pocket Tricare costs for 3 million beneficiaries, to include a tripling of managed care enrollment fees for retired officers and a doubling for senior enlisted retirees, seemed to shatter some traditional alliances and form new ones.

Republicans and Democrats together questioned the realism of projected cost savings from raising Tricare fees and the wisdom of doing so in wartime. The active duty four-star officers in the room spoke in support of the increases. Retired officers led the opposition.David Chu, undersecretary of defense, and William Winkenwerder, the Pentagon's health affairs chief, reminded the armed services subcommittee on military personnel that, since 1995, Tricare benefits and the beneficiary population have grown, program costs have soared, yet Tricare fees have remained the same.

"For 11 years, we have not done just service to this benefit, in that we failed to index" Tricare fees and co-payments to inflation, said Adm. Robert Willard, vice chief of naval operations. Benefit enhancements, rising medical costs nationwide and a widening disparity between Tricare cost shares and private health insurance premiums have led to a migration of working retirees and their families back into Tricare.Indexing Tricare fees to medical inflation back in 1995, said Willard, "would have prevented the current crisis that we find ourselves in.

"But Rep. Vic Snyder D-Ark., the ranking Democrat on the panel, challenged Willard use of the word "crisis.""A crisis implies we're not going to pay for anything. We're going to pay for health care for our men and women in uniform, and retirees. We're going to sustain the program. The question is how... and right now there's not a lot of enthusiasm for the method you all have proposed," Snyder said.

He also questioned department hand-wringing over the widening disparity between Tricare fees and private health insurance premiums."We want there to be a disparity, because that's part of what we give for people turning their life over to us 24 hours a day," Snyder said.Snyder referred then to comment from Gen. Robert Magnus, assistant Marine Corps commandant, in defense of the higher fees, that Tricare would remain the "gold standard" of health plans.

If that's true, Snyder suggested, migration of retirees will continue despite higher fees because "people are going to jump from the silver standard. They're going to jump from the copper and bronze standard.""The issue is ... can we sustain the gold standard," Chu said. "What happened in the last 10 years is we polished the gold standard to a very high luster. The result is that private companies and state governments are trying to shift their appropriate medical costs to the Department of Defense.

"To the charge that the planned fees would climb too far and too fast, Chu said another way to look at them is that for 11 years, "our beneficiary population has enjoyed a relief from indexing."Defense officials estimate the higher fees will save $11 billion by 2011.Retired Navy Vice Admiral Norbert Ryan, Jr., testifying on behalf of the Military Coalition, a consortium of service associations, called the planned fees "disproportional and inappropriate.

"Ryan said he was surprised to hear uniformed leaders take "a sky-is-falling approach" to Tricare costs. The greater danger to an all-volunteer force during a long war would be raising future health care costs for careerists facing their second or third wartime deployment, he said.

Snyder asked if the firestorm over Tricare fees could have been avoided if officials pushed for a more modest change, perhaps to adjust retiree Tricare fees in the future by the percentage rise in military retired pay each year.

To comment, e-mail milupdate@aol.com, write to Military Update, P.O. Box 231111, Centreville, VA, 20120-1111 or go to www.militaryupdate.com .

^^^^^

While watching a football game a couple weeks back, my wife and I were discussing life and death.

I told her,"Just so you know, I never want to live in a vegetative state, dependent on some machine and fluids from a bottle. If that ever happens, just pull the plug."

She promptly got up, unplugged the TV and threw out all my beer.
^^^^^

HEBER SPRINGS CAMPING AND PICNIC MEETING

On Saturday, April 22, we will hold the Razorback Base meeting at JFK park in Heber Springs.  I currently have three campsites reserved for the nights of April 21 and April 22.  These sites are all together and should make for a great weekend.  I decided that the sites on the Little Red River would be a little different than on the lake but we would have more people interested in catching a trout than in swimming in April.  

Most people will just come on Saturday for the picnic, but a few will want to camp and this reserves our sites.

The sites currently reserved are D20, D21, and D22 at John F. Kennedy Park.  Reservations may be made by calling 1-877-444-6777.

The sites have electric and water and there are bathrooms there.  If you are interested in one of the campsites contact Alan Malone.  Even if all three of these sites are taken, we still have time to reserve more sites as long as you can let me know early.  I have sent an email about this event but will also state here for those of you who don’t get email.

^^^^^

An 80 year old woman was arrested for shop lifting. When she went before the judge he asked her, "What did you steal?" 

She replied: a can of peaches. 

The judge asked her why she had stolen them and she replied that she was hungry. 

The judge then asked her how many peaches were in the can. She replied 6. 

The judge then said, "I will give you 6 days in jail." 

Before the judge could actually pronounce the punishment the woman's husband spoke up and asked the judge if he could say something. 

He said, "What is it?" 

The husband said "She also stole a can of peas." 

^^^^^

To Kill an American

You probably missed it in the rush of news last week, but there was actually a report that someone in Pakistan had published in a newspaper an offer of a reward to anyone who killed an American, any American.

So an Australian dentist wrote an editorial the following day to let

everyone know what an American is . so they would know when they found

one. (Good one, mate!!!!)

" An American is English, or French, or Italian, Irish, German, Spanish, Polish, Russian or Greek. An American may also be Canadian, Mexican, African, Indian, Chinese, Japanese, Korean, Australian, Iranian, Asian, or Arab, or Pakistani or Afghan.

An American may also be a Comanche, Cherokee, Osage, Blackfoot, Navaho, Apache, Seminole or one of the many other tribes known as native 

Americans.

An American is Christian, or he could be Jewish, or Buddhist, or Muslim.

In fact, there are more Muslims in America than in Afghanistan The only

difference is that in America they are free to worship as each of them

chooses.

An American is also free to believe in no religion. For that he will answer only to God, not to the government, or to armed thugs claiming

to speak for the government and for God.

An American lives in the most prosperous land in the history of the world. The root of that prosperity can be found in the Declaration of Independence, which recognizes the God given right of each person to

the pursuit of happiness.

An American is generous. Americans have helped out just about every other 

nation in the world in their time of need, never asking a thing in return.

When Afghanistan was over-run by the Soviet army 20 years ago, Americans

came with arms and supplies to enable the people to win back their country!

As of the morning of September 11, Americans had given more than any

other nation to the poor in Afghanistan Americans welcome the best of

everything...the best products, the best books, the best music, the best 

food, the best services. But they also welcome the least.

The national symbol of America , The Statue of Liberty , welcomes your

tired and your poor, the wretched refuse of your teeming shores, the

homeless, tempest tossed. These in fact are the people who built America

Some of them were working in the Twin Towers the morning of September 11, 2001 earning a better life for their families. It's been told that the World Trade Center victims were from at least 30 different countries, cultures, and first languages, including those that aided and abetted

the terrorists.

So you can try to kill an American if you must. Hitler did. So did General Tojo, and Stalin, and Mao Tse-Tung, and other blood-thirsty tyrants in the world. But, in doing so you would just be killing 

yourself. Because Americans are not a particular people from a particular place. They are the embodiment of the human spirit of freedom. Everyone who holds to that spirit, everywhere, is an American

^^^^^

Navy Ship Built With World Trade Center Steel 
With a year to go before it even touches the water, the Navy's amphibious assault ship USS New York has already made history - twice. It was built with 24 tons of scrap steel from the World Trade Center, and it survived Hurricane Katrina. 
That combination of disasters gives the ship a unique standing among the 500 or so Avondale, La., shipyard workers building it, said Tony Quaglino, a crane superintendent who postponed retirement to have a hand in the New York's construction. 
"I think Katrina made us more aware of the tragedy in New York," said the 66-year-old Quaglino. "One was manmade, one was natural, but they're both a common bond." 
USS New York is about 45 percent complete and should be ready for launch in mid-2007. Katrina disrupted construction when it pounded the Gulf Coast last summer, but the 684-foot vessel escaped serious damage, and workers were back at the yard near New Orleans two weeks after the storm. 
The ship was an impetus for many of the yard's thousands of workers to return to the job, even though hundreds lost their homes, Quaglino and others said. 
Northrop Grumman employed 6,500 at Avondale before Katrina. Today, roughly 5,500 are back on the job, working on the New York and three other vessels. More than 200 employees who lost their homes to Katrina are living at the shipyard, some on a Navy barge and others in bunk-style housing. 
"Their dedication and devotion to duty has been, to say the least, epic," Philip Teel, a vice president for Northrop Grumman Corp. and head of its ship systems division, told a Navy League dinner audience in New York on March 22. 
"It sounds trite, but I saw it in their eyes," Teel said in a separate interview. "These are very patriotic people, and the fact that the ship has steel from the trade center is a source of great pride. They view it as something incredibly special. They're building it for the nation." 
USS New York is the fifth in a new class of warship - designed for missions that include special operations against terrorists. The New York revives a name borne by at least seven previous ships - most recently the nuclear submarine SSN New York City, retired in 1997 after 18 years service. 
HAWGFISH SCUTTLEBUTT

IN GOD WE TRUST

Alan Malone

734 Good Springs Rd.

Heber Springs, AR 72543
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Our Creed





"To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in


the pursuit of their duties while serving their Country. That their


dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of 


motivation toward greater accomplishments. A pledge of loyalty and 


patriotism to the United States Government."





WW II Boats on Eternal Patrol








Sealion (SS-195)	        S-36 (SS-141)	    S-26 (SS-131)


Shark I (SS-174)	        Perch (SS-176)	    S-27 (SS-132)


Grunion (SS-216)	        S-39 (SS-144)	    Argonaut (SS-166)


Amberjack (SS-219)   Grampus (SS-207)	    Triton (SS-201)


Pickerel (SS-177)	        Grenadier (SS-210)	    Runner (SS-275)


R-12 (SS-89)	        Grayling (SS-209)	    Pompano (SS-181)


Cisco (SS-290)	        S-44 (SS-155)	    Dorado (SS-248)


Wahoo (SS-238)	        Corvina (SS-226)	    Scuplin (SS-191)


Capelin (SS-289)	        Scorpion (SS-278)  	    Grayback (SS-208)


Trout (SS-202)	        Tullibee (SS-284)	    Gugeon (SS-211)


Herring (SS-233)	        Golet (SS-361)	    S-28 (SS-133)


Robalo (SS-273)	        Filer (SS-250)	    Harder (SS-257)


Seawolf (SS-197)	        Darter (SS-227)	    Shark II (SS-314)


Tang (SS-306)	        Escolar (SS-294)	    Albacore (SS-218)


Growler (SS-215)	        Scamp (SS-277)	    Swordfish (SS-193)


Barbel (SS-316)	        Kete (SS-369)	    Trigger (SS-237)


Snook (SS-279)	        Lagarto (SS-371)	    Bonefish (SS-223)


Bullhead (SS-332)





Cold War Boats on Eternal Patrol





Scorpion (SSN-589)		                 Thresher (SSN-593)





Pledge of Allegiance





"I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America,


and to the Republic for which it stands, one Nation under God,


indivisible, with liberty and justice for all."
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