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August 2004

Commanders Corner

Hi gang, well it is August and two months since the last newsletter. I apologize for not getting one out last month, but there was just too much going on with the boat. If you don’t know by now she is tied up along side the barges in North Little Rock. We first put her at the Little Rock port but that presented two many problems trying to work on her. We had to use a boat to get to her, it was hard to get on board when we got there and the only power we had was from the generator. We now have gangways to walk aboard and shore power to work with. 

With the help of so many of the subvets, city employees, county prisoners and I don’t know whom else we are making the old girl shine. Temporary lighting has been installed; the old mattresses and flash covers have been removed. Loads of parts, tools, blueprints, instruction manuals and who knows what else has been removed. All the drip pans have been removed from the forward and after torpedo room, the hydraulic leaks have been stopped and the rooms pressure washed. They have it all wiped down now, it’s not ready for inspection now but is in better shape.  The guys are working on the engine rooms. Much hand cleaning has been done in control and there is a lot to do yet.

The USS Razorback / TCG Murat Reis will make her grand entry into North Little Rock on Sunday afternoon, August 29, 2004 starting at 1400. Make your plans to come join in the celebration to welcome her home. Contact Karen Trevino at 1-800-643-4690 or ktrevino@northlittlerock.org 

and let her know you plan to be there. We want to make sure that all the Razorback crewmembers and all subvets are recognized. For a few days following the boat will be open for tours. The regular hours for tours will be Monday to Friday 1400-1800, Saturday 1000-1600, Sunday 5 Sept. 1400-1800. These times are not set in concrete; they are subject to change earlier or later. Also if you have family or friends you want to bring on board in the mornings let me know so we can have the boat unlocked. All hatches are locked at night and when no one is there. We do not have Air Conditioning but we have ducted fans over the hatches, this circulates air but it will be hot on board, how hot will depend on outside temperature and how long the fans have been running. Some days it is a lot cooler on board than it is topside. I think it will be a lot better than it was in New Orleans, Rosedale or Montgomery Point.

Everyone that wants to be a tour guide needs to be certified in CPR and checked out on the fire fighting equipment. We are setting up a CPR course for August 26. If you plan to be in NLR for the CPR class on the 26th please let me know. We can run through the fire drill on the same day.  The training will be done by the NLR fire department. For those that cannot make it on August 26 we will set up a later date for another class.

Remember nominations are still open for base officers for 2005. If you would like to be nominated or if you want to nominate someone, the one nominated must be present at the meeting.

^^^^^

Minutes

USS Razorback Base

July 17, 2004

Meeting called to order at 1615 by Base Commander Jim Barnes. Twenty-three members and eighteen visitors were present. The meeting was held at the Windham Hotel, North Little Rock, Arkansas. Jim Stephens led the Pledge of Allegiance. A moment of silence was held for sailors lost at sea. 

Ray Wewers led us in prayer.

Tolling of the Bell ceremony was performed by Bob Wight and Bob Christians.

Minuets of the May 31, 2004 meeting read by Jane Farmer. Motion made and seconded to accept as read. Motion passed.

Treasurers Report read by Wendell Dedmon. Motion made and seconded to accept as read. Motion passed.

No old business

New Business

1. Jim Barnes read new rules and cost for base memberships and life memberships. (National) They will be raised December 31, 2004. Any questions can be sent to Jim Barnes.

2. Ray Wewers, Storekeeper, gave report on stores bought, $1,528.14 –Sold to date $902.00.

3. Jim Barnes gave report on Razorback at Montgomery Point. She looked real nice with the new paint job. There were about three hundred people in attendance at lock dedication. He thanked everyone that helped.

4. Greg Zonner gave update on Razorback. The leaking patch has been resealed. Lead bars that were found have been removed and blowing water out of the tanks.

5. Jim Barnes presented Lee Huss membership in the Holland Club. He was given a certificate and several patches.

6. Mary Lemons, Commander of Diamond Chapter Wives of WW II Subvets presented Irma Goodenow with a twenty five-year patch.

7. Barbara Wewers and Mary Christians gave a presentation on sponsoring USSVI National Convention in Little Rock, AR in year 2006. Motion made by Jim Stephens and seconded by Billy Hollaway to accept being sponsor.

Discussion- Ray Wewers Chairman

Greg Zonner Webmaster

There will be committees appointed and all base members will have to participate. Vote was called motion passed 23 Yays, no Nays.

The slogan will be “Dock at the Rock”  

8. Update on barges, insulation is up on both barges. The sheet rock is ready to put on. 

9. Jim Barnes reminded everyone of the National Election. All votes are due by August 25, 2004, you can vote by sending ballot to Jim Barnes or vote o line.

10. Nomination for officers for 2005.

Base Commander

Jim Barnes

Billy Hollaway 

Base Vice Commander

David Farmer

Chief of the Boat

          Bob Christians

          Tom Salisbury

          Treasurer

           Wendell Dedmon

           Chaplain

            Ray Wewers

            Dave Higgins

Nominations will be held again at next meeting.

11. Ray Wewers-Activities          Chairman

       A.  Canceled Murrys  Dinner Theater in August.

        B. Reminded people of National Convention in September (Saratoga, NY)

C. Talked about Navy Birthday dinner in Hot Springs in October.

D. There will be a Navy Dinner in October at the Air Force Base. We will decide to do one or both at a later date.

12. Jim Barnes announced that Jim Flanders, from Plano, Texas with a group from WW II submariners will restore the radio room on Razorback.

13. Greg Zonner announced that the City of Little Rock will move the Snook Memorial to a site in North Little Rock free of charge when we are ready. Matt Gardner, Director of Parks and Recreation will head this up. 

14. Life Membership in USS Razorback Base was discussed. Motion made by Bob Christians, seconded by Billy Hollaway, motion was put on hold to a later meeting.

15. Motion to adjourn made by Jim Stephens and seconded by R. B. Casto, motion passed.

Jane Farmer, Base Yeoman

^^^^^

Next Meeting

The next base meeting will be on August 28, 2004. The starting time will be 1530; we will meet at the Windham Hotel. The NLR advertising and promotion Commission will have a reception at the barges from 1630 to 1830 for all subvets. Dinner will be on your own. We will need some tour guides on the boat from 1000 to 1430 and 1630 to 1830 on the 28th. 

^^^^^

Chaplains Office

Today is your day and mine, the only day we have, the day in which we play our part. What our part may signify in the great whole we may not understand; but we are here to play it and now is our time. This we know: it is a part of action, not of whining. It is a part of love, not cynicism. It is for us to express love in terms of human helpfulness.

David Starr Jordon

To reach the port of Heaven we must sail sometimes with the wind and sometimes against it. But we must sail and not drift nor lie at anchor.

Oliver Wendell Holmes.

^^^^^

Shipmates I apologize for this newsletter being short. There are only so many hours in a day and I have been putting in a lot of hours on the boat and barges. Thanks so much for you’re understanding. Also I want to say a big THANK YOU AND WELL DONE to all the base members, city employees, non-subvet volunteers and county inmates for all your work. A great amount of work has been done in a short time and a lot of it has been hot work topside in the sun, in #7 ballast tank, in the pump room in the galley and about any other place you can think of. Thanks to all of you for your dedication and sacrifice of your personal time to work on the boat, she is looking great.

Jim Barnes
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