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August 2006

The “HAWGFISH SCUTTLEBUTT” is the official newsletter of USS RAZORBACK Base, U. S. Submarine Veterans, Inc. and is published monthly for the information of all hands.  If you do not receive the newsletter either by e-mail, U. S. Postal Service or other means, please notify one of the members of the Executive Committee (listed below):   All questions concerning content, distribution and quality of printing may be directed to the editor who in this case is the Base Commander.  Your input, suggestions, comments and proposed articles will be included in the newsletter if in the best interests of the base and its members.  

Executive Committee:

Base Commander, Billy Hollaway, retldousn@earthlink.net, (501) 758-3266

Vice Commander, Paul Honeck, phoneck@centurytel.net, (501) 241-0691

COB, Bob Christians, bobchristians@sbcglobal.net, (501) 922-1586

Chaplain, Jim Barnes, jimandsue59@sbcglobal.net, (501) 778-6583

Treasurer, Greg Schwerman, gregory.c.schwerman@sw102.usa, (501) 804-0386

Yeoman, Bonny Zonner, zonner394@hughes.net, (501) 316-6641

Webmaster, Greg Zonner, zonner632@hughes.net, (501) 316-6641

Membership, John Barr, jcbarr@aristotle.net, (501) 663-6622

Storekeeper, Ray Wewers, raywewers@cox.net, (479) 967-5541

Holland Club, Lee Huss, lee393sub@sbcglobal.net, (501) 922-1216

DON’T FORGET TO VOTE IN THE NATIONAL ELECTION AND MAIL TO BILLY HOLLAWAY BEFORE AUGUST 20, 2006

Commander’s Corner

Because of potential conflicts with the convention planning committee’s final meeting on Sunday, August 27 at 3:00 PM, our next regular base meeting will not be held until Saturday, September 23, 2006.  Location will be promulgated later.  Please make a note on your calendar because we want to start our 2007 base officer nomination process.  Congratulations to John Albers for his selection as the 2006 Base Sailor of the Year First Runner Up for all his hard work on the boat, with the museum and convention.  

I want to apologize to all for having to cancel the Murry’s Dinner Theater activity last month.  We just didn’t have the response necessary to make a large group reservation and get the advantage of discount rates.  Not to make excuses, but this convention seems to be taking most of everyone’s time and energy and hopefully we can get back to matters closer to home after it is over.  As you know, Alan Malone has asked for relief from the editor’s desk of this newsletter.  I have taken the responsibility for this issue to maintain continuity because I know how many of you rely on the newsletter for information.  This is particularly important for those of you who don’t have internet access.  I have suggested to David Grove the possibility of using the newsletter as a means for his Boy Scouts to earn the Journalism Merit Badge.  He is receptive and has also considered taking over as editor.  I think he and Alan have a turnover requirement hopefully attempt to iron out the details and “how to very soon”.  It is a big responsibility to anyone particularly a young scout, but with help from the base it could be a great way for these young people to get involved with our heritage and vice versa.  Will keep you posted on our progress.  I really don’t want to dwell on this next month’s schedule because it will be the prelude to our convention; however the base has business to attend to.  One of our most important tasks will be election of our base officers for next year.  Procedure requires nominations from the floor, two meetings to publicize the candidates and collect the ballots for final count.  The base bylaws require all candidates be present for nomination, be a Regular or Life Member for one year and in good standing (all dues paid).  The positions open are Base Commander, Vice Commander, COB, Chaplain and Treasurer.  

Tricare for Life: A guaranteed benefit

Bluefield Daily Telegraph
June 28, 2006

As a military retiree and working with the West Virginia National Guard Family Assistance Centers, I have become aware of a problem that is affecting many military retirees as well as surviving dependents/spouses of deceased retirees. 

The problem deals with misunderstandings about the medical coverage provided for those over the age of 65 who are now covered by the Tricare for Life health program.

In the simplest of terms, Tricare for Life is a combination of Medicare, (with Part B), and Tricare, (formerly called Champus). Tricare for Life provides all the basic medical coverage needed by an individual.

I have found that many of our eligible retirees as well as surviving spouses of deceased retirees do not understand the value of their coverage and, as a result are continuing to pay for another plan. 

For the most part, money spent on any other type of medical plan, (excluding Extended Care Plans), is a total waste of money. In some instances, coverage by a private plan could actually add to the outlay of personal funds due to any copay requirements of the plan. 

Since the introduction of Tricare for Life in 2002, we retirees have raised hundreds, maybe thousands of questions; questions such as: who is covered, what is covered, how does one apply, what does it cost, will my medical providers accept this payment plan, etc. 

For the most part, Tricare for Life is far superior to other medical insurance plans available today. It costs the retiree nothing, (other than the monthly charge for Part B of Medicare). Coverage is provided to retirees, retiree's spouses and surviving spouses of deceased retirees who are 65 years of age or are covered under Medicare for other reasons such as a disability. A current Retired ID Card is required and there are six WVNG ID Card sites available in West Virginia; call 1 (866) 986-4326 for your nearest location. 

The Champus program did have some serious problems and many health providers were reluctant to participate in it because of that. Tricare for Life does not present such problems. 

Since Medicare is the primary insurance, the provider simply bills them for the entire service. Medicare reviews the billing, makes their assessment of what they will pay and forwards the remaining costs to Tricare for Life, for payment. Payment is prompt and, in many instances, the provider receives that reimbursement before that of MEDICARE. 

No fuss, no bother. 

The prescription program is also among the best available. The mail order service provides 90 day supplies of brand name medication for $9 and generic for $3. You may also use the local provider such as Rite Aid, Kroger’s or other such suppliers. 

Costs for 30-day supplies vary, however a generic prescription would normally run $3. 

There are exceptions to these figures, however this is the norm. 

It must be noted that the mail order service is not available to those who have another policy which provides prescription coverage. Another reason to cancel other these policies. (Note: Military retirees have no need for a Part D Medicare plan of any kind.)

My primary concern is that many of our deserving retiree families and surviving dependents are wasting precious money on medical insurance that could be better used for other needs. 

Tricare for Life is a guaranteed benefit that cannot be taken from the retiree, (not like many corporations have been doing to their retirees). I want to clarify two points: First, Tricare and Tricare for Life are completely separate programs and, second, Extended Care Plans are a part of Tricare for Life and should be addressed as a separate issue based on individual wishes and needs. 

The WVNG Family Programs Office has a state benefits Advisor available to answer veterans questions. Her name Lisa Silver and you may reach her at (866) 986-4326 or (304) 561-6824. 

I strongly recommend you avail yourself of this valuable service.

LTC Noble Wayne Lanham Retired

Note:  Thanks to Carl Schmidt for submitting the above article for our retired base members.

If you can’t attend the convention, please try to join us for the Memorial Service scheduled for Friday, September 8 from 6:00 until 8:00 PM at the Riverfront Park Amphitheater located adjacent to River Market in Little Rock.  We have confirmation of the Navy Band Mid-South providing our music.  Admission is free to all.
Hail and Farewell:  Hail to new members Joe Fitzgerald, Fred Wright, Fred Weilminster, Bob Stiltz, and Roger Lyle.  With the good news of new members there are always those who have moved on for one reason or another.  Farewell

to Jim Stephens to USS SNOOK Base, Harry Vinson and Bobby Thompson to MAL.  A profound apology to Herb Murphy of Mountain Home who for some reason was deleted from our base roster by mistake.  Herb is a dual member of Twin

Lakes and USS RAZORBACK Bases.   

LOST:  Base member who answers to the name of Jessie B. Ayers, Jr. and whose last known address was in Ward, AR.  Anyone knowing his whereabouts please contact John Barr.

USS RAZORBACK BASE MEETING           6/24/2006

Meeting was called to order at 1700 hrs. in the AIMM museum by Billy Hollaway.
Pledge of Allegiance was led by Bob Sykes.
Tolling for lost boats was done by Paul Honeck and Bo Harrell.

Minutes for the March base meeting were read and a motion to accept as read was made by Greg Zonner, 
and 2nd by Jim MacDonald. Minutes were approved as read by majority of members present.

Treasurer’s report was not available.

Membership report was given by John Barr. 162 base members and 25 dual members.
Base rosters were distributed.

New base member Joe Fitzgerald was introduced.
Special guests Pete Coart and Dave Stoops were present. They had driven from Houston to
deliver to AIMM the book collection of the late Jim Evans.

A letter from American Submariner Magazine Base Subscription Program chair, Bill Lee was read by 
Billy Hollaway. He thanked the base for its participation in the program.

US Sub Vets Charity Chairperson, Patrick Householder sent a letter of thanks for our $100 contribution to their fund.

Greg Zonner made a motion that the base buy a set of flags to be used at various base events and the 
upcoming convention, and that a $500 limit is set for this expense. Motion was 2nd by Carl Schmidt, and
approved by a majority of members present.

Jim MacDonald proposed that a memorial for Cold War lost submarines be considered by the base. He will present this again after the convention.

Base Commander Billy Hollaway presented a Commander’s Choice Award and letter of appreciation to John 
Barr for all his hard work in the role of membership chairperson.

July 29 performance at Murray’s Dinner Theatre was set as the next base function.

Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Tom “Seadaddy” Salisbury, and 2nd by Jim MacDonald, and 
approved by majority of members present.

TREASURERS REPORT FOR July 2006

Beginning Balance     $ 4,403.09

Deposits

Deposits

Base and National Dues     $ 135.00

Total Deposits                     $ 135.00

Expenses

Dues, USSVI                        $    20.00

Base Flags                            $ 424.42

Total Expenses                      $ 444.42

Ending Balance                   $ 4,093.67

	The Loss of USS Harder (SS 257)

Texan-led WWII Submarine known as “Destroyer Killer”

by JOCS(SW/AW) Darrell D. Ames

Pearl Harbor, HI -- During a visit to the Submarine Base in New London, Conn. in early 1943 a local VIP was enjoying lunch on the newly commissioned USS Harder (SS 257) with the ship’s commanding officer. A young Sailor, fresh from recruit training, with sea bag in hand, inadvertently stumbled into the wardroom. 

As the raw recruit stood in awe, realizing he was surely in the wrong space, the ship’s captain arose from his chair, walked over to the young man, extended his hand and offered an extremely warm welcome. 

“Hi there, my name’s Dealey. What’s yours?” said the officer. 

The local dignitary couldn’t remember the Sailor’s name, but he remembered the young man’s face. He knew the Sailor suddenly felt at home and was overwhelmingly impressed with the captain. 

“There,” he thought, “is a submarine skipper who’s going places. Every man in his crew is behind him 100 percent.” He was right. The USS Harder and Sam Dealey were indeed going places. 

Sam Dealey was born in 1906 into a first-generation Texas family. He graduated from the U.S. Naval Academy in 1930 and, after serving on the battleship USS Nevada, attended submarine school in New London before accepting duty aboard the S-24 in Hawaii. 
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Harder’s sea service began on December 2, 1942 under the command of LCDR Dealey. In May 1943, they arrived at the Submarine Base, Pearl Harbor, and after a brief training period were off on their first war patrol. Over the course of six war patrols in the Pacific Harder sank ten merchantmen, four destroyers, and three frigates to earn the title “Destroyer Killer.” 

Her first patrol was conducted in Pacific enemy waters, starting in June 1943. She sank three freighters, and damaged seriously a freighter-transport, another freighter, a transport and a tanker. She went to the same waters again for her second patrol, and sank three freighters and a tanker, while she damaged a trawler. Harder was a part of a wolfpack, of which Pargo and Snook were the other members, on her third patrol. In the open sea north of the Marianas, she sank a freighter, three freighter- transports and an armed trawler. Harder’s fourth patrol was in the Carolines. 

On April 13, 1944 she sank a Japanese destroyer and a freighter and damaged a second destroyer. Harder departed for her fifth patrol in the Celebes Sea on May 26, 1944. She picked up coast watchers from northeastern Borneo, and gave a very valuable contact report on a major task force leaving Tawi Tawi anchorage, preparing to engage in the first Battle of the Philippine Sea. She sank a destroyer on June 6, 1944; the same day allied forces were struggling desperately to hold the Normandy beachhead half a world away. 

On the next day another destroyer fell victim to Harder’s torpedoes, and sank tail first. Yet another destroyer was Harder’s next victim, sunk on June 9th and on June 10th she damaged another destroyer. By the time Harder returned from this patrol, her reputation as “Destroyer Killer” was renowned. 

Commander Dealey guided his eminently successful fighting ship, Harder, out of the harbor at Fremantle, Australia on August 5th, 1944 to begin her sixth war patrol. In company with Hake, Harder conducted training exercises enroute to Darwin. These two submarines topped off with fuel at Darwin, and on 13 August, together with Haddo, left for their assigned area west of Luzon, Republic of the Philippines. They were to patrol as a coordinated attack or wolfpack group, with Cmdr. Dealey in charge. 

On the afternoon of August 20th, 1944, Ray, patrolling the same area, tracked a large convoy into Paluan Bay on the northwestern coast of Mindoro. An hour after surfacing, she contacted Harder just outside the bay and held a megaphone conversation with Sam Dealey. Dealey formulated a plan for concentrated dawn wolfpack attack on the convoy. Harder came alongside Haddo at 1:30 on the morning of August 21st and told Lt. Cmdr. C.W. Nimitz, Jr., that at least 16 enemy ships were hold-up in the bay. When the convoy made its exit at dawn (as convoys were known to do) Ray was to approach from the northwest, Haddo from the west, and Harder from the southwest. 

Guitarro also had been drafted by Dealey, and was to attack from the northwest near Cape Calavite Lighthouse. During the ensuing attacks, four ships, totaling 22,000 tons, were sunk, according to the Japanese. It is thought likely that Harder sank one of them. On the following day, Haddo and Harder conducted a combined attack on three small vessels off Bataan, sinking all three. Haddo and Harder each received credit for sinking one vessel, and shared credit for the third sinking. 

On the morning of August 23rd, Haddo contacted a tanker escorted by a destroyer, and blew the bow off the destroyer in a down-the-throat shot. She fired her last torpedo in this attack, and in response to urgent calls for assistance, Hake and Harder rendezvoused with her. Haddo, now out of torpedoes, “received Sam’s blessing” and left his wolfpack, heading south. Hake and Harder discussed plans for finishing off the damaged destroyer and then departed for their common objective off Caiman Point. 

At 4:53 on the morning of August 24th, Hake dove not far from Caiman Point and about four miles off Hermana Major Island, near the west coast of Luzon, with Harder in sight 4,500 yards south of her. Hake heard echo ranging to the south and soon sighted two ships. At first they appeared to be a three-stack light cruiser and a destroyer, but upon later inspection were identified as a three-stack Thai destroyer (1,035 tons) and a minesweeper of less than 1,000 tons. Hake broke off the attack and headed north when the target zigged away apparently to enter Dasol Bay, while the minesweeper stayed outside. 

At 6:47 upon coming to a northerly course, Harder’s periscope was seen dead ahead at about 600-700 yards. Sound also reported faint screws on the bearing, so Hake turned away toward the south. At this point the minesweeper gave three strong pings, whereupon Hake saw her 2,000 yards away swinging toward the two submarines. Hake figured he had sound contact and went deep. The enemy kept pinging, but seemed to have the two targets located and to be undecided what to do about it. At 7:28, Hake heard 15 rapid depth charges, none close. Two sets of screws were heard and each continued pinging on either quarter of Hake as she evaded to the westward. By 9:55 all was quiet. 

Harder never was heard from again. Japanese records reveal that an antisubmarine attack was made on the same day with 15 depth charges. The enemy said, “much oil, wood chips and cork floated in the neighborhood.” Presumably Harder perished in this depth charge attack as Sam Dealey and his fine crew had fought their final battle. 

Harder was officially credited with having sunk 20.5 enemy ships. This gave Harder, one of the greatest fighting machines in the Pacific war, a total of 82,500 tons sunk and seven ships damaged. 

Admiral Thomas Kincaid, then Commander Seventh Fleet, wrote of Dealey, “He developed a superbly-trained submarine crew. He had faith in his officers and crew. His officers and men knew it and worshipped him.” Harder received the Presidential Unit Citation for her first five patrols and Commander Dealey was posthumously awarded the Medal of Honor for his outstanding contribution to the war effort on Harder’s fifth patrol. 


Billy D. Hollaway

3220 N. Cypress Street

N. Little Rock, AR 72116
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Our Creed





"To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in


the pursuit of their duties while serving their Country. That their


dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of 


motivation toward greater accomplishments. A pledge of loyalty and 


patriotism to the United States Government."





WW II Boats on Eternal Patrol








Sealion (SS-195)	        S-36 (SS-141)	    S-26 (SS-131)


Shark I (SS-174)	        Perch (SS-176)	    S-27 (SS-132)


Grunion (SS-216)	        S-39 (SS-144)	    Argonaut (SS-166)


Amberjack (SS-219)   Grampus (SS-207)	    Triton (SS-201)


Pickerel (SS-177)	        Grenadier (SS-210)	    Runner (SS-275)


R-12 (SS-89)	        Grayling (SS-209)	    Pompano (SS-181)


Cisco (SS-290)	        S-44 (SS-155)	    Dorado (SS-248)


Wahoo (SS-238)	        Corvina (SS-226)	    Scuplin (SS-191)


Capelin (SS-289)	        Scorpion (SS-278)  	    Grayback (SS-208)


Trout (SS-202)	        Tullibee (SS-284)	    Gugeon (SS-211)


Herring (SS-233)	        Golet (SS-361)	    S-28 (SS-133)


Robalo (SS-273)	        Filer (SS-250)	    Harder (SS-257)


Seawolf (SS-197)	        Darter (SS-227)	    Shark II (SS-314)


Tang (SS-306)	        Escolar (SS-294)	    Albacore (SS-218)


Growler (SS-215)	        Scamp (SS-277)	    Swordfish (SS-193)


Barbel (SS-316)	        Kete (SS-369)	    Trigger (SS-237)


Snook (SS-279)	        Lagarto (SS-371)	    Bonefish (SS-223)


Bullhead (SS-332)





Cold War Boats on Eternal Patrol





Scorpion (SSN-589)		                 Thresher (SSN-593)





Pledge of Allegiance





"I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America,


and to the Republic for which it stands, one Nation under God,


indivisible, with liberty and justice for all."
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