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WW II BOATS STILL ON PATROL

U.S. NAVY SUBMARINES PAID HEAVILY FOR SUCCESS IN WORLD WORD II

A TOTAL OF 374 OFFICERS AND 3131 MEN ARE ON BOARD THESE 52 U.S SUBMARINES 

STILL ON “PATROL”

Sealion (SS195)

Grenadier (SS210)
Grayback (SS208)
Tang(SS306)

S-36 (SS141)

Runner (SS275)

Trout (SS202)

Escolar(SS294)

S-26 (SS131)

R-12 (SS89)

Tullibee (SS284)

Albacore (SS218)

Shark I (SS174)

Grayling(SS209)

Gugeon (SS211)

Growler (SS215)


Perch (SS176)

Pompano (SS181)
Herring (SS233)

Scamp (SS277)

S-27 (SS132)

Cisco (SS290)

Golet(SS361)

Swordfish (SS193)

Grunion (SS216)

S-44 (SS155)

S-28(SS133)

Barbel (SS316)

S-39 (SS144)

Dorado (SS248)

Robalo (SS273)

Kete (SS369)

Argonaut (SS166)
Wahoo (SS238)

Filer (SS250)

Trigger (SS237)



Amberjack (SS219)
Corvina (SS226)

Harder (SS257)

Snook (SS279)

Grampus (SS207)

Scuplin (SS191)

Seawolf (SS197)

Lagarto (SS371)

Triton (SS201)

Capelin (SS289)

Darter (SS227)

Bonefish (SS223)

Pickerel (SS177)

Scorpion (SS278)

Shark II (SS314)

Bullhead (SS332)

COLD WAR BOATS STILL ON PATROL



Scorpion (SSN589)






Thresher (SSN593)

Our Creed

“To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of their duties while serving their country. That their dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments. A pledge of loyalty and patriotism to the United States Government.”
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Commanders Corner

Sorry that Bonny and I were not able to attend the base dinner on December 7. We had a prior commitment that had been scheduled some months in advance. I know we missed a great time of fellowship.

Those that missed the dinner for the Pearl Harbor Veterans at the capitol missed a lovely time. Sec. of State, Sharon Priest, sponsored it on December 10.

The Fleet Reserve Association is looking forward to meeting with the base in June. They want to meet all the members and I think Jud Rouch will be doing some cooking for us at that time. 

The 2003 USSVI magnetic calendars are still available for $5.00, include $1.00 extra if you want them mailed to you. Also have a color print of the USS Razorback available for $25.00. Contact me for either of these items at: 501-843-7855 or bonnynclyde@earthlink.net 

MERRY CHRISTMAS and HAPPY NEW YEAR from Bonny and I.

Carl

First let me say Happy Holidays. The holiday season seems particularly special as we reconnect with loved ones to celebrate and appreciate these special moments of harmony, peace and joy together. I hope all of you enjoy this season and have a chance to spend some quality time with your loved ones, friends, and family.

We had a wonderful dinner on Saturday December the 7th. Everyone seemed to enjoy their self’s. We didn’t conduct any base business, but had a good opportunity to set around and enjoy everyone company. I would like to thank Billy Hollaway for setting this up on such a short notice. He did a great job!

The next base meeting will be January 18th at the China Inn in North Little Rock at 5:30 pm. The executive board will meet at 5:00. I look forward to seeing everyone there. This will be an important meeting as we will be discussing the upcoming year’s activities. I need a lot of help and your input is important. There are a few things we need to be thinking about for this meeting. Appointed Officers, Committees, Base Activities, Base Meetings, ETC. Please bring you thoughts with you. This is our base and the more people we can get involved the better the base will be in the future.

Update on the USS Razorback.

I have been working closely with the Turkish Naval Shipyard in Gölcük Turkey. We asked them for a price to put the boat back in operation. The original bid came back at $1.4 million and was not negotiable. Most of the work was just to check out all the operating systems and bring them up to reliable operation. There was only $190,000 in the bid for parts. This price was not acceptable and it looked like we would have to tow her after all. Tow coast were around $450,000 and was more feasible for us to rise. I placed a phone call to a friend I made when I was in Turkey and he and I called the CNO of the Turkish Navy. After a long discussion with him we got the price down to $650,000. Mayor Hays and I also had a conference call with the movie producer and some people from the Turkish Forum and we decided to look at a professional fund raising group to try and raise the money to cover these cost. That information is due in this week. We have until the first week in January to let the ship yard know. It will take them around 3 months to complete all the work on the boat. Our plans as they are today are to leave Gölcük Turkey with a joint Turkish and American crew the last week of April. I have already cleared this with our US Department of States. It will take around 30 days to get her home under her own power. This could be lessened if we want to use more fuel. Plans are to go from Gölcük Turkey to Gibraltar Spain with one American crew. Change crews there for the trip across the Atlantic to New York. Again another crew change and on to Charleston SC. Another crew change and on to Key West FL. Another crew change and on to New Orleans LA. One last crew change and on to North Little Rock. This has not been finalized yet and could change. The good part about all the stops is it will give a number of people a chance to ride the boat one last time. It will also be a fitting farewell cruise for a fine old lady. We are planning to have her pull into North Little Rock on Memorial Day (May 24th) of next year. The US Army Corps of engineers are currently working on a mooring plan for her and construction should start in February 2003. The USS Razorback will stay in the water and be moored at the base of the I-30 Bridge almost directly across the river from the Clinton Library. That’s when our fun begins. We as members of the USSVI Razorback base will have full run of the sub as long as we don’t interfere with operations. 

I will keep you all posted as we get closer to her sailing time. You can also go to this web page. We just started it and it’s not the best but we are working on it. http://www.northlr.org/maritime.htm
Sorry to be so long but there are a lot of stories out there about what is going on with the Razorback. 

I look forward to seeing all of you in January and again my best wishes for you over the holidays.

Greg Zonner

Taps….One Last Time

By Mike Hemming

As the notes of Taps float past a flag at half-mast, three men, unrelated brothers, pay honor to a forth. They traveled far to be here this day. The one on the left went out of his way to bring the old man in the middle. The old man bent and gray, leans on a walker refusing to sit on a chair offered to him. As long as he can stand he will, for he is the last that can stand from his past. The rest, are gone now, resting in coffins across this land or like some at the bottom of the sea. He is the last one of a small club made smaller by time, for the wears a Combat Pin under his Dolphins. They went out, unsure of returning, off to win a war. They did win, at great cost to their numbers, at a higher percentage than any other group in our armed forces.

The man on the left served on the same boat after the war. During another war that started almost as soon as the other ended. For 5 long years, he fought his share of a long so-called cold war. Many others served with him during this time. Over 1200 of them served on each of these old boats long after the war they were built for ended.

Hull numbers from steel long gone now bind these men together. Three numbers imbedded in the souls of the 1200 men. One day, the men will all be gone like the ships they sailed on. But for now, until he is old and bent like the older man beside him, he will remember and honor those who have served as he has.

The sailor on the right, young like they all once were, stands in awe of the man before him and those beside him. They were tested in their own ways and found to be strong and true to their shipmates. His test will come he knows, and he popes he will not let down his mates that recently pinned Dolphins on his chest. For they trust him with their lives now as all submarine sailors do when they qualify a man to join them.

The man they honor and say good bye to now, is beside his wife once more. She who waited through all the war patrols praying for his return to her and their son. Her unheralded quiet bravery as she worked in a far factory won her no medals, for all she ever wanted was him home again. Now they are together again, after four lonely years for him, without her.

The solemn notes of taps gone, the waft of smoke from the gun volley higher than the tree tops like a message to the Gods, the mourners start to leave. But the three stand their ground, the two younger ones waiting for the older to finish his memories.

Then stiff knurled hands release the walker and a bent back straightens s a right hand snaps into one last salute. The other two match him, all straight and steady they offer their highest respect they can, to one of their own, one last time.

Army - Navy Game

By John Feinstein

Every year, the questions are the same: Why should a football game between two bad teams matter? Why, I have been asked over and over again the last few days, am I all pumped up about going to a game between two teams who are a combined 2 - 20? Army - Navy, the cynics say, has become irrelevant.

I have two different responses when these questions come up: Have you ever been to the game? I know the answer, because NO ONE who has been to an Army - Navy game will ever say that it doesn't matter or that the teams' records render the game un-important. Once you have been in the stadium and gone through the experience, once you have witnessed those five minutes after the final gun when the teams stand together for the playing of the alma maters, you will never again wonder about the won - lost records of the Cadets or the Midshipmen.

Beyond that I say this: I would much rather care about a game involving young men who have volunteered to defend our country, who might at some point be asked to die for our country, than about a game that involves people who steal checks or shoes or have boosters filling their pockets with everything from cash to cars to women. (Okay, women and cars don't fit in your pocket, but you get my point).

I don't say this to bash other rivalries or to claim that the passion of the players on the field or the fans in the stands is greater at Army - Navy than at other rivalry games weather they be Ohio State - Michigan; Alabama - Auburn; Harvard - Yale or Williams - Amherst. All great rivalries for different reasons with differing traditions. But Army - Navy is unique because as much as the players want to win the game--and they want desperately to win it, believe me--there is a bond between them that simply doesn't exist in other rivalries.

You will never hear anyone from Army or Navy talk about hating the other team or the other school or the other players. You will never hear a player from either team put down the opponent. In fact, once they get away from, the "field of friendly strife," there are bonds between the players on both sides that often lead to lifelong friendships. Only Cadets can really understand what it is like to be Midshipmen. Only Midshipmen can understand what it is like to be Cadets.

One of my favorite stories about Army - Navy doesn't involve football or a game between the two schools. It involves a 1986 basketball game between Navy and Duke. The Midshipmen, led by David Robinson, had improbably reached the Eastern Regional Final of the NCAA Tournament that year and found themselves matched against Duke, coached by Army Captain (retired) Mike Krzyzewski, West Point Class of 1969.

In the locker room prior to the game, Krzyzewski talked to his team about the opponent as he always does before a game. He said very little about their offense, their defense or even about Robinson. "I want you guys to understand something," Krzyzewski said. "There is no group of players in the country I respect more than the players in that other locker room. There is no way any of you can understand what hey have gone through and how amazing it is that they are in this game. Every single one of them is a remarkable person. I know that without every having met them." He paused. "Now, I want to tell you one more thing. If you don't go out there and kick their butts for 40 minutes, don't even bother coming back in here. Because they're Navy. I'm Army. I do not accept EVER losing to Navy."

That is Army - Navy. There is no one you respect more. There is no one you want to beat more. That's why there is simply nothing like it. It is disappointing tat both have such awful records this season and have been equally awful for three seasons now? Absolutely. Are players, coaches, administrators and alumni losing their minds trying t figure out how to improve, how to at least be able to compete with baby brother Air Force, which has dominated both of them for the last 20 years?

You bet. Navy fired a coach last year and expects major improvements very soon from the new coach. Army's coach in his third season and if he doesn't show marked improvement next season, he will be an ex-Army coach when the season is over.

But for this one day, the records simply don't matter. They will matter again soon, but not on this day, not during this game. Bob Sutton, who coached at Army for 17 years--eight as an assistant, nine as the head coach--explained Army - Navy best. "Other games are played for today," he said. "Army - Navy is played for forever."

Every Army - Navy game, regardless of records, is played for forever, because that's how long they will be remembered by everyone involved from players to family to coaches to alumni to fans to media. In other rivalries, the records DO matter. Florida - Florida State just wasn't as important this year as it is when the teams are both involved in the national championship picture. Notre Dame - USC was a whole lot more significant this season than it was a year ago when both teams were sub-.500. Army - Navy always matters for one reason: it is Army - Navy.

When the corps of cadets and the brigade of midshipmen march on the field prior to the game, we see something special. Not just because we are seeing young men and women who will soon be defending our country, but because we see ourselves at our very best. We see what we are when we are willing to sacrifice everything for what we believe to be right and just and fair. It may be corny, but t is also true.

And when the teams stand together for the playing of the alma maters, understand that there's on moment quite like it in sports. There is nothing quite like seeing athletes who have just spent three hours giving everything they have to try to beat one another, standing at attention out of respect for one another. The winners cry on the losers shoulders and the losers cry on the winners shoulders. Then, they walk off the field together. They enter as opponents. They leave as comrades. There just isn't anything like it. Period.

Navy Captain, Author Edward Beach

By Martin Weil

Retired Navy Capt. Edward l Beach, 84, a much-decorated World War II submarine officer who became a best-selling author and set an undersea nuclear navigation record, died Dec. 1 at his home in Georgetown. He had cancer.

Capt. Beach took part in the Battle of Midway, sailed on 12 combat patrols and held the Navy Cross for gallantry in action.

In addition, he wrote a dozed nautically oriented books, including "Run Silent, Run Deep," a popular 1955 novel about undersea and interpersonal conflict. It was made into a movie starring Clark Gable and Burt Lancaster.

Under Capt. Beach, the nuclear-powered USS Triton sailed around the world underwater, covering 41,000 miles in 84 days. It left Groton, Conn., in February 1960 and surfaced in May. Powered by twin reactors, the Triton set a speed and endurance record that still stands -- although Capt. Beach later said that a 24-hour wartime spell under Japanese depth charge attack seemed a greater test of submerged endurance.

Edward Latimer Beach was born on April 20, 1918. His father, also named Edward Latimer Beach, was also a naval officer -- and an author and role model.

Shortly after graduating from Annapolis, Capt. Beach was assigned to the USS Trigger, in which he was at Midway, and in which he participated in nine war patrols, which sank or damaged three dozen enemy ships. He later was given the Navy Cross while aboard the USS Tirante, on a patrol on which it sank nine ships. At war's end he was commander of the USS Piper. Hostilities ceased before it ever attacked, but it rescued six Japanese sailors form the Sea of Japan. Capt. Beach later wrote that he was grateful "after all the depth charges and torpedoes, that this, instead of destruction of my fellow man, is my last memory of the war."

"Run Silent, Run Deep" was written while Capt. Beach was a naval aide to President Dwight D. Eisenhower. A disciplined man, he said that instead of golf or parties, his after-hours time was spent in his living room with a clipboard. The goal was two pages a night.

Asked once to reflect on the meaning of the Navy in his life, he spoke of adventure and the opportunity to so things that most people "just couldn't comprehend." He also said "it's always been a tremendous feeling that I am part of an organization that's much bigger than I am." But Capt. Beach was not uncritical when he saw what he believed to be shortcomings. He took issue with what he viewed as the Pentagon's failure to warn Pearl Harbor in time to prepare for the Dec. 7, 1941, Japanese attack there.

In his 1995 book "Scapegoats: A Defense of Kimmel and Short at Pearl Harbor," he worked to clear the records of Adm. Husband E Kimmel and Gen. Walter C. Short, the Navy and Army commanders who he said were wrongfully blamed for being caught off guard.

Capt. Beach was vigorous in his criticism of the Navy for providing defective torpedoes early in the war; they sometimes reversed course and headed for the submarines that launched them.

From 1969 to 1977, Beach was staff director of the U. S. Senate Republican Policy Committee. Afterward, he devoted himself to writing. His wife, Ingrid, said that many sailors wrote to him, saying that his books inspired them to enlist and achieve. Beach Hall in Annapolis, headquarters of the Naval Institute Press, is named for him and his father.

In addition to his wife, of Georgetown, survivors include two sons, Edward A., of Eau Claire, Wis., a professor of philosophy, and Hugh S., of Stockholm, an anthropologist; a daughter, Ingrid A. Beach, of Nelson, New Zealand; a sister, Alice L. Beach, of Palo Alto, Calif.; and four grandchildren. 

Report on History of Submarines to schools

Today (12/5/02) I spoke to three classes at Joe T. Robinson High School. Miss Martha Cothren teaches American History and Military History. There were about 25 students in each class. The American History class was first and we did not have much time so I just talked a little about submarines and Seabees. They ask questions about both and I felt good about the class participation. The Military History class is called the "War Zone". In one class I did the History of Submarines presentation and it took two much time. The students didn't have enough time for questions. In the second class I just talked about my submarine experiences and Seabee experience. They ask several questions. All of the classes had a mix of boys and girls; both seemed interested in all I had to say. Miss Cothren said she was very pleased with the presentation and ask me to come back next April or May. She will have a different bunch of students for the next semester.  It was fun and I hope it was fun for the students.

Jim Barnes

Lost Boat History

USS S-26 (SS 131)

January 24, 1942 - 46 Men Lost
Displacement: 

854 Tons Surfaced; 1062 Tons Submerged
Length: 


219 feet 3 inches

Test Depth:


 200 feet.
Diesel: 


(2) New London Ship and Engine
Electric: 


(2) Electro Dynamic, Ridgeway
Horsepower: 


1200 HP Surfaced; 1500 HP Submerged
Speed: 



14.5 Knots Surfaced; 11 Knots Submerged
Range: 


5,000 Miles at 10 Knots Surfaced
Torpedo Tubes: 

Four 21 Inch Forward Tubes and 12 Torpedoes
Guns: 



(1) Four Inch-Fifty Cal and (1) 12.7 mm Machine Gun
Crew: 



4 Officers, 34 Enlisted

Destroyed in a collision with Sub-Chaser PC460 in the Gulf of Panama on January 24, 1942. 

Keel laid by the Fore River Shipbuilding Company, Quincy, MA 7 November 1918
Launched 22 October 1922. Sponsored by Mrs. Carlos Bean; 
Commissioned: 15 October 1923 with Lt. Edmund W. Burrough in command.

Operating out of New London, CT, from 1923 into 1925, USS S-26 (SS-131) visited St. Thomas and Trinidad from January into April 1924, and Hawaii from 27 April to 30 May 1925. Cruising from California ports, mainly Mare Island, San Diego, and San Pedro, S-26 visited Hawaii in the summers of 1927, 1928, 1929 and 1930. She also served in the Panama Canal area from March into May 1927, and in February 1929. Departing San Diego on 1 December 1930, she arrived at Pearl Harbor on the 12th. From then into 1938, S-26 served at Pearl Harbor. Sailing from there on 15 October 1938, she returned to New London on 25 March 1939. Entering a period of partial duty on 15 April that year, she resumed full duty on 1 July 1940. 

Following duty at New London and hydrogen tests at Washington, D.C., S-26 sailed from New London on 10 December 1941, and arrived at Coco Solo, C.Z., on the 19th
S-26, led by LCDR E.C. Hawk, was lost on January 24, 1942 in the Gulf of Panama about 14 miles west of San Jose Light in three hundred feet of water. There were three survivors, two officers, one of whom was the Commanding Officer, and one enlisted man. These people were on the bridge at the time of the collision; the fourth person on the bridge, an enlisted man, was lost. 

The S-26 was proceeding from Balboa, C.Z. to its patrol station in company with S-21, S-29 and S-44 and an escort vessel, PC-460, at the time of the disaster. At 2210 the escort vessel sent a visual message to the submarines that she was leaving the formation and that they could proceed on the duty assigned. S-21 was the only submarine to receive this message. Shortly there after the PC-460 struck S-26 on the starboard side of the torpedo room and the submarine sank within a few seconds.  

Salvage operations were started immediately under Captain T.J. Doyle, USN, Commander Submarine Squadron Three and Submarine Base, Coco Solo, Canal Zone, and attempts at rescue were made, but without success. The submarine was not raised. She had previously made one war patrol, but had inflicted no damage on the enemy. 

Sailors Lost On USS S-26 SS 131 January 24, 1942

Adams, LW MM2 


Amick, LA S2      

Anderson, GW EM2 

Baranick, G. F2 

            Bauer, CA  MM1 

Baumbach, A. S2 

Biebuyck, W. S1 

            Brown, C. Y1 
           

 Burchart, EB MM1 

Burroughs, GO F2 


Claflin, CR F2 
            Clark, CC F1 

Clough, RK MM2 


Crabtree, EO S1   

Crumbley, B. CEM 

Dawson, JD RM3 


Ehrle, E. GM3 

Evans, DB CMM 

Freeman, RA MM2 


Gamble, RF MM2 

Gill, JM CTMA 

Holt, RE QM2 


Homic, BS MM1 

Johnson, N. MATT1 

Kasserbaum, JJ MM1 


Lorente, WC EM1 

Love, LM S1 

Machlachlan, R. RM1 

Mattes, RC TM3 

Nelson, RE AS 

O'Brien, JP SM3 


Peters, TV LT 


Peterson, AB F1 

Plyer, HB MM2 


Ramsey, CR EM2 

Rifkin, SS F2 

Russell, GG EM2 


Russler, CE SM1 

Seibert, WC TM3 

Shattuck, HF CTM 


Shmutz, J. M. CRM 

Stubbins, JB ENS 

Taylor, HL ENS 


Thompson, TC SC3

 Tow, PH TM3 

Vezina, RD F2 

USSVI and RAZORBACK BASE MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
OUR CREED: "To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives

in the pursuit of their duties while serving their country.  That their

dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation

toward greater accomplishments. Pledge loyalty and patriotism to the United

States Government."

   "I subscribe to the creed of the United States Submarine Veterans, Inc. 

and agree to abide by all By-Laws, Regulations and Procedures governing the

U.S. Submarine Veterans, Inc., so long as they do not conflict with my 

military or civil obligations";

SIGNATURE____________________________________________DATE M____/D____/Y_____

NAME(print)_________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________________

CITY___________________________STATE___________________ZIP__________-_______

PHONE #_________________________EMAIL_______________________________________

Sponsor's name if applying for USSVI Membership_____________________________

BIOGRAPHICAL DATA-For statistical uses only.     DATE OF BIRTH M___/D___/Y____

SPOUSE'S NAME_______________________________

ENLISTMENT DATE M/___/D___/Y___Discharged M___/D___/Y___Retired YES____NO____

HIGHEST RANK/RATE_____________QUALIFI. DATE____________QUAL RATE_____________

Qual Boat: Name_________________________Hull #__________Year FM______TO______

Other Boats:  Name______________________Hull #__________Year FM______TO______

              Name______________________Hull #__________Year FM______TO______

              Name______________________Hull #__________Year FM______TO______

              Name______________________Hull #__________Year FM______TO______

              Name______________________Hull #__________Year FM______TO______

              Name______________________Hull #__________Year FM______TO______

DUES: National $20 1st Year, $10 thereafter. Dues are late on 01-01-year.

Life dues: 65+ $50, 55-65 $100, 45-55 $150, under 45 $250

Base Dues: $10 annually 

You must be a member of USSVI to join Razorback Base.

Mail this application with your check for $30.00 ($20.00 first year USSVI dues and $10.00 base dues) made payable to Razorback Base to:

Base Commander

Carl Schmidt

23 Rockwood Road

Cabot, AR  72023
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