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Current Executive Committee:

	Base Commander
	Ray Wewers
	raywewers@suddenlink.net
	(479) 967-5541

	Vice Commander
	Paul Honeck
	phoneck@centurytel.net
	(501) 241-0691

	COB
	Joe Mathis
	usnjrm@yahoo.com
	(501) 565-6021

	Chaplain
	Carl Schmidt
	bonnynclyde@classicnet.net
	(501) 843-7855

	Treasurer
	Greg Schwerman
	gschwerman@comcast.net
	(501) 804-0386

	Yeoman
	Bonny Zonner
	zonner394@hughes.net
	(501) 316-6641

	Webmaster
	Greg Zonner
	zonner632@hughes.net
	(501) 316-6641

	Membership
	John Barr
	jcbarr@aristotle.net
	(501) 663-6622

	Storekeeper
	Ray Wewers
	raywewers@cox.net
	(479) 967-5541

	Holland Club
	Lee Huss
	lee393sub@sbcglobal.net
	(501) 922-1216

	Memorials/Ceremonies
	Billy Hollaway
	retldousn@earthlink.net
	(501) 758-3266


* Upcoming schedule of events:

- Its past time to pay your Base Dues!

- Bowling Party at the Heber Lanes in Heber Springs

FEBUARY 2007

Commander’s Corner

February, 2007

As we go into February we think of Valentine’s and our loved ones.  We have much to be thankful for in our wives who stood by us during our time in the service and for those of us who have wives after our service years we are thankful they go along with our caring for our shipmates and the pleasure we have in telling sea stories over and over.  So make sure you let your wife know how much you appreciate the freedom she gives to let us revel in our memories.

In my last corner, I mentioned that I would like to move the meetings to different areas of the state, but from what I gathered at the last meeting you want to hold the business in the same area on the fourth Saturday each month.  We are considering the American Legion in Little Rock and if they can provide a meal for us and the atmosphere is acceptable we will meet there.  Otherwise we may select a restaurant in the area and use that as our meeting place.  After the January meeting, 21 of us met at the Wyndham for dinner in the Riverfront Steakhouse and had a great time with a wonderful meal.

We are still considering the supplier for air-conditioning the Razorback.  A gentleman in Cabot may be able to provide us with a system but he wants to send his mechanical engineer to the boat to check it out.  With the Base’s donation of $5000 and another base member’s donation of $1000 we now have around $6100 in the Air-Conditioning fund for the Razorback.

The Base Executive Committee has agreed to continue our participation in the Boat Sponsorship Program and I have asked Greg Schwerman to send Bill Lee a check for $100 for our sponsorship.

We have set up the 2nd Saturday of each Month as a workday on the Razorback.  As you may have noticed we have removed ½ of the deck aft of the clamshells and should have the other half removed by next week, weather permitting.  We have started the process of removing rust and old paint in the superstructure in preparation for steel replacement and priming and painting.  This month, the workday is February 10 and in March it will also be on the 10th.  If you have time, your help will be greatly appreciated in helping to restore the grand ole lady.

Our next social activity is the Bowling Party at the Heber Lanes in Heber Springs on Sunday, February at 1400 (2PM).  The lanes are owned by our Al and Wanda Malone.  They will have pizza and soft drinks, bowling and movies or karaoke for us at the price of $15.00 per couple.  Come and have a good time.

Ray Wewers

^^^^^

Submarines Lost During the Month of February

USS Shark (SS-174) 11-Feb-1942.  59 men lost.

USS Amberjack (SS-219) 16-Feb-1943.  All hands lost (72).

USS Scorpion (SS-278) 1-Feb-1944.  All hands lost (77).

USS Grayback (SS-208) 26-Feb-1944.  All hands lost (80).

USS Trout (SS-202) 29-Feb-1944.  All hands lost (79).

USS Barbel (SS-316) 4-Feb-1945.  All hands lost (81).

USS GRAYBACK (SS 208)

February 26, 1944 - 80 Men Lost

By JOCS(SW/AW) Darrell D. Ames

The late Adm. “Skip” Lockwood (COMSUBPAC 1943-1946) once described Cmdr. Johnny Moore as “an aggressive leader who guided his charges into battle at full speed.” As commanding officer of the USS Grayback (SS-208) during World War II, Cmdr. Moore used this energetic approach in directing his vessel to sink nine enemy ships totaling 44,000 tons. 

Overall, the ship is credited with sinking 22 enemy ships totaling 83,900 tons and damaging nine enemy ships totaling 49,300 tons during her ten war patrols. It was during the tenth and final patrol that the great ship met it’s ultimate fate. 

At the beginning of the war Grayback was under the command of Cmdr. Willard A. Saunders. Prior to Moore assuming command, the ship already had a deadly reputation. In 1942 alone Grayback, along with four other U.S. Submarines (Gudgeon, Tautog, Triton and Seadragon) acting independently, combined to sink 81 enemy ships from Pearl Harbor to the East China Sea. It was a lethal group.

In 1943 Cmdr. Moore assumed command of Grayback and joined two other subs (USS Shad and USS Cero) to form the first rendition of Capt. Charles “Swede” Momsen’s ‘wolf-pack’ of Submarine Squadron Two. Generally, submarine skippers objected to “wolf-packing.” They felt operating independently was more efficient and they all lived in dread that someday this method would sooner or later result in the sinking of one friendly submarine by another. Fear of friendly fire notwithstanding, “wolf-packing” was here to stay and Momsen’s first group was just as deadly as the 1942 subs operating alone. 

Cmdr. Johnny Moore lacked experience in fleet boats, but because of his fine record of service in “R” and “S” boats, senior leaders believed he was headed for greatness. Moore was an athlete at the Naval Academy (boxing and soccer) and was considered one of his class leaders. “Professionally, Johnny was tops and we placed him second to no one in the class,” said Cmdr. Hank Munson, a former Academy classmate of Moore’s. Cmdr. John MacGregor, commanding officer of “wolf-pack” partner USS Shad, labeled Moore as a “go-getter” with a “vivacious personality.”

Following her success as a “wolf-pack” member in 1943 Grayback was tasked to operate independently the following year. The ship left Pearl Harbor on January 28, 1944 to begin her tenth and final patrol. The area of what was to be her final mission was located in the East China Sea east of the coast of Chekiang Province, China. After fueling up at Midway on February 3rd the boat received orders to patrol the area running east and west between Luzon in the Philippine Islands and Formosa until sunset February 20th, and then to proceed to her original area of responsibility.

Grayback’s first report came on February 24th, stating that she had sunk or damaged 44,000 tons of shipping thus far on the patrol. The boat had expended the majority of her torpedoes and had only five aft and one forward remaining. The next day, February 25th, Moore reported to Lockwood at Submarine Headquarters in Pearl Harbor that he had fired four of his six remaining torpedoes and had damaged two more ships. Lockwood ordered Moore to return to Pearl Harbor immediately. The ship was never heard from again.

Grayback had been expected to arrive at Midway Island on or about March 7th. Had Moore failed to receive or understand Lockwood’s order to come home immediately and remained on station the full time she would have reached Midway on or about March 23rd. On March 10th, in an effort to establish Grayback’s position, Lockwood requested information from Moore regarding the best “hunting grounds” to locate and destroy enemy shipping. No reply was received and on March 30th the Grayback was officially declared “Lost at Sea.” 

Japanese records state that on February 26th a carrier plane near Okinawa discovered a submarine on the surface about 300 miles east of Grayback’s last reported position. According to the Japanese report, the plane landed a “direct hit at the sub which exploded and sank immediately.” Surface craft continued the attack where the sub went down until bubbles and a large oil slick appeared. Had Moore received the message from Lockwood and headed home right away, Grayback would have been in the approximate position reported in the Japanese attack. Moore and his crew of 80 officers and men are on eternal patrol and were posthumously awarded the Navy Unit Commendation

Book Review by David
Descending from Duty

by J. Ryan Fenzel

This work of fiction is about a 60 year sub being put back into action for a bloody campaign of terror on the Great Lakes.  A FBI agent and a Secret Service member team up to take out the evil doers.  It will be hard to put this book down until you reach the cliff hanger end.  “Bravo Zulu!”

[image: image2.wmf]
^^^^^

Treasures Report:  January 2006
	BEGINNING BALANCE:
	$4673.33

	DEPOSITS:
	

	Dues Collected
	$1965.00

	TOTAL DEPOSITS:
	$1965.00

	EXPENSES:
	

	Dues to USSVI
	1145.00

	Christmas Party Expenses
	381.66

	Ships Store “USSVI”
	147.40

	Chaplain Expenses
	15.68

	News Letter Expenses
	79.30

	Commanders Office Expenses
	38.46

	TOTAL EXPENSES:
	$1807.77

	ENDING BALANCE:
	$4830.56


Submitted by: Greg Schwerman

Base Treasurer

^^^^^

Navy News
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Even with all the technical advances on submarines today, hazards are still a part of the job.

USS Newport News Commanding Officer Relieved of Command

Release Date: 1/29/2007, From U.S. Naval Forces Central Command/ U.S. 5th Fleet Public Affairs

BAHRAIN (NNS) -- Rear Adm. Douglas J. McAneny, commander, Combined Task Force 54, completed administrative personnel actions involving select members of the USS Newport News (SSN 750) crew, Jan. 29, including relieving Cmdr. Matthew A. Weingart of command due to a lack of confidence in his ability to command. Capt. Norman B. Moore has temporarily assumed command of the Los Angeles-class fast attack submarine.

Following a collision between Newport News and M/V Mogamigawa, Jan. 8, the submarine pulled into port in Bahrain where it is currently undergoing a damage inspection and assessment, to be followed by temporary repairs. The submarine will return to the United States once temporary repairs are complete at which time permanent repairs will be conducted. Legal and safety mishap investigations are in progress.  No U.S. Sailors or merchant crew members were injured in the collision.
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USS PERCH is found!
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COURTESY OF KEVIN DENLAY

Divers came across what they believe is the USS Perch, scuttled in 1942 in the Java Sea, under a layer of more than a half-century of marine growth. Shown is the submarine's plaque, which reads "USS PERCH SUBMARINE."  

USS PERCH STATS

Length: 300 feet

Beam: 25 feet

Draft: 13 feet

Speed: 19 knots surfaced, 9 knots submerged

Crew: 50

Armament: One 3-inch cannon; six 21-inch torpedo tubes

Class: Porpoise

Read more at: http://starbulletin.com/2007/01/21/news/story07.html
^^^^^

Submariners to get new CO

(Navy Times) America's submarine force gets a new commander on Saturday, when Vice Adm. John Jay Donnelly takes over for Vice Adm. Charles L. Munns in a regularly scheduled change-of-command ceremony at Naval Station Norfolk, Va.  Munns, who has been Commander of Naval Submarine Forces since October 2004, will retire from the Navy
^^^^^

Escaping From The Deep

(The Day) Daoust, an instructor at the Naval Submarine School in Groton, was the first to conduct an individual "escape" from a submarine wearing the U.S Navy's new MK10 Submarine Escape Immersion Equipment, or SEIE, last month. The exercise, called ESCAPEX, was from the USS Los Angeles at the Navy's Southeast Alaska Acoustic Measurement Facility, where a submarine can be suspended in place to perform the exercise. Though the individual escape has been practiced by foreign navies, the U.S. Navy had not conducted it in more than 30 years, and never from a nuclear-powered submarine.

^^^^^

Lockheed Wins $8.7M Navy Contract

(Financial News USA) Lockheed Martin Corp. (NYSE:LMT) said Monday it won a $8.7 million contract to develop a compact sensor system for a new class of naval attack submarines. The defense contractor said the new system, to be delivered to the Navy next year for its nuclear-powered Virginia class of submarines, will include an advanced electronic imaging system. The system can be temporarily installed on a submarine and removed when a mission is complete.

^^^^^

Navy taps Undersea Sensor Systems for advanced submarine-hunting sonobuoys 

(Military & Aerospace Electronics) U.S. Navy experts are looking to Undersea Sensor Systems Inc. in Columbia City, Md., to build additional models of the AN/SSQ-62E air-deployed sonobuoys for hunting submarines in deep and shallow waters. Undersea Sensor won a $10.4 million contract Jan. 22 for procurement of AN/SSQ-62E sonobuoys. The contract came from the Naval Surface Warfare Center, Crane Division, in Crane, Ind. The AN/SSQ-62E is the current version of the Directional Command Activated Sonobuoy System (DICASS) sonobuoy, which provides active sonar range, bearing, and Doppler information on enemy submarines. The key advantage of the AN/SSQ-62E is its ability to transmit on any of four acoustic channels and their respective RF channels, Undersea Sensor officials say. Operators aboard anti-submarine warfare aircraft that deploy the N/SSQ-62E can use radio signals to command the transducer to deeper depths, activate sonar, or scuttle the sonobuoy.

^^^^^

SUB-MAN

by Ralph Theodore Shaw, USN

November 20, 1918 - February 26, 1944

USS Grayback (SS 208)
Courage: Not born of battle rage, Amidst a flaming hell
Of bursting bomb and shell, Where death has set the stage. 

Courage: It is to wait - to clench the teeth and hear, The sullen steps of brute Death draw near. 

To wait - To watch thin glistening walls of steel, Drip beads of salty sweat along their seams; to reel 

From shock that sends you sprawling - yet to rise, And bite the lips, and grin with steady eyes 

And mutter: "Close!" And curse the pounding heart, To wait-to see the weakening seams that part 

To stabbing fingers of the seeking sea; To hear that last burst seemingly to flee 

Along the sodden halls of death, To still the quaking heart and draw a breath 

You never know you held, And still wait..., But now to stir, and jest, and mock your fate 

Certain that the time will come again, When you must wait and pray Death's blows are vain 

Courage? What greater, since you yet can laugh: Although you know your death may be 

A silent one beneath the sea, And "failed to return" your epitaph? 

Laugh? Sure! To free all men is why you're here; And so you master self - then laugh at fear.
^^^^^

Chaplin’s Report

I visited with AJ Hix and his wife at Baptist Hospital. He sends his thanks to all base members for his card and prayers for his recovery. He is doing great after his surgery and is recuperating at home. AJ wants all base members to know he plans to be at the next base meeting.  I also talked with David Farmer and he is still having trouble getting around.  I know David would enjoy a visit or phone call from his submarine friends.

Gil Shaddock Holland Club Vice Commander is home after being hospitalized after having his Chemo Treatment. I sent Gil a get well card from the base.

Please keep all our ill shipmates in your prayers. Please send me an e-mail bonnynclyde@classicnet.net or phone me 501-843-7855 if you are aware of any base members who are ill.

Carl Schmidt
^^^^^

Submarine Humor & Fun
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^^^^^
January Birthdays

Feb 4th – Paul Honeck

Feb 5th – Michael Meriweather

Feb 6th – John Archr

Feb 10th – Don Booker

Feb 11th – Gerald Keller

Feb 12th – Skeets Stockdale

Feb 20th – Glenn Boothe

Feb 22nd – Dick Winchell

Feb 24th – Frank Hampton

Feb 26th – Robert Walls

Feb 28th – T. Wesley Dodson

Feb 28th – Bruce Dart

Happy Birthday!

^^^^^

$$ Base Dues $$

Base dues are just $10 a year. National dues are only $20 per year. There is a discount for multiple years.

3 years - $55
5 years - $90
Checks should be made payable to Razorback Base and sent to the following address.

John C. Barr

Membership Chair

Razorback Base – USSVI

9 Broadview Drive

Little Rock, AR 72207-5113

If you need to call, my home phone is 501-663-6622, or at work at 501-371-4646.

^^^^^
HAWGFISH SCUTTLEBUTT

IN GOD WE TRUST

David Grove

144 White Oak Ln.

Little Rock, AR 72227

Dgrove2000@sbcglobal.net
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Our Creed





"To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in


the pursuit of their duties while serving their Country. That their


dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of 


motivation toward greater accomplishments. A pledge of loyalty and 


patriotism to the United States Government."





WW II Boats on Eternal Patrol








Sealion (SS-195)	        S-36 (SS-141)		S-26 (SS-131)


Shark I (SS-174)	        Perch (SS-176)	S-27 (SS-132)


Grunion (SS-216)	        S-39 (SS-144)		Argonaut (SS-166)


Amberjack (SS-219)        Grampus (SS-207)	Triton (SS-201)


Pickerel (SS-177)	        Grenadier (SS-210)	Runner (SS-275)


R-12 (SS-89)	        Grayling (SS-209)	Pompano (SS-181)


Cisco (SS-290)	        S-44 (SS-155)		Dorado (SS-248)


Wahoo (SS-238)	        Corvina (SS-226)	Scuplin (SS-191)


Capelin (SS-289)	        Scorpion (SS-278)  	Grayback (SS-208)


Trout (SS-202)	        Tullibee (SS-284)	Gugeon (SS-211)


Herring (SS-233)	        Golet (SS-361)		S-28 (SS-133)


Robalo (SS-273)	        Filer (SS-250)		Harder (SS-257)


Seawolf (SS-197)	        Darter (SS-227)	Shark II (SS-314)


Tang (SS-306)	        Escolar (SS-294)	Albacore (SS-218)


Growler (SS-215)	        Scamp (SS-277)	Swordfish (SS-193)


Barbel (SS-316)	        Kete (SS-369)		Trigger (SS-237)


Snook (SS-279)	        Lagarto (SS-371)	Bonefish (SS-223)


Bullhead (SS-332)





Cold War Boats on Eternal Patrol





Scorpion (SSN-589)			Thresher (SSN-593)





Pledge of Allegiance





"I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America,


and to the Republic for which it stands, one Nation under God,


indivisible, with liberty and justice for all."
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