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January 2004

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Commanders Corner

Hi gang; first let me say a big THANKS for your support in the last base election. It is an honor to be your Base Commander and I will try to carry on in the manner you have grown accustom to.  I have some very large shoes to fill but with your help we can make our base continue to grow. This is your base, all ideas and suggestions are important, please present them to any of the officers for consideration.

A special thanks to all our newly elected officers and all those filling appointed positions. Jane Farmer has agreed to be the Base Yeoman, I'm sure she will do a fine job.

We had a great time at the Christmas Dinner we had 17 members and guest attend. Mayor Hays took a tour of the barges and spoke for a few minutes. He is now an honorary SubVet complete with a USSVI vest with USS Razorback patches.

We should have the concrete poured in # 2 barge and around the outside of both barges in the next few days.

 January 9 2004 Latest update on the USS Razorback Project from Greg

The Turkish Government is almost done with the transfer documentation and they have informed us they would be here around the 16 of January for us to sign and send back. We have contracted John Adams (USN Retired) to stay in Turkey and oversee the shipyard work and preparing her for tow to the US.  John has been helping us for the last year but he was due to come back to the US the end of 2003. The plans now are to move her from the Navy Base in Golcuk Turkey to the Shipyards in Tuzla (Istanbul) the second week of February. She will be there about 30 days before she starts her trip across the Atlantic to New Orleans.  This should put her in New Orleans around the 29th of April (Give or take a few days) and in North Little Rock the second week of May 2004. North Little Rock has hired an engineering firm to design a mooring facility for the Razorback at it's location at the base of the I-30 bridge. The Arkansas Seabees Reserves are going to do a lot of the work to keep cost down. The mooring facility should be done long before the boat gets here. When we get exact dates I'll get them posted.

This has been a long process (almost 2 years to the date we started) but it looks like this part is done and now we can move to the next phase of getting her ready for people to see.

^^^^^

Day at the Races

Mark your calendar

Saturday, March 27, 2004

Hi Guys, I have reserved 20 seats on Saturday, March 27, 2004 at the Carousel Terrace Restaurant at Oaklawn Racetrack.  I requested 3 tables that seat 6- 8 people each on the upper level.  The cost is $33.75 per person which includes general admission, racing program, all day seating in the restaurant and a very nice buffet.  We need to announce this soon and start collecting the money.  We can have more than 20, but that is the minimum. Checks should be made payable to Mary Christians, PO Box 8358, Hot Springs Village, AR 71910.  Thanks, and Merry Christmas!!!

Mary Christians

If you plan to go to the races please get your money to Mary and let her know you plan to be there.

^^^^^

Next Meeting

The January 2004 base meeting will be held at the Golden Corral, 5001 Warden Road, North Little Rock, AR. Meeting will start at 1600 hrs. on Saturday January 24, 2004.  The restaurant is located on the southBound service road near the McCain Mall.

^^^^^


NOTICE OF CALL FOR PROPOSED C & B AMENDMENTS

Submitted by:

Edgar T. (Ed) Brooks   ETBROOKS62@aol.com

Shipmates,

This is the first call for any proposed amendments to the USSVI Constitution and By-Laws.

Section 12 of our Policy and Procedures Manual requires that this announcement be published in the American Submariner 4th quarter issue. However, it was left on the cutting room floor and didn't appear in the national publication. Please do whatever you can to get the information to as many members as possible.

Article XV of the Constitution and Article VIII of the By Laws describe the process for proposing changes to our two governing documents.

These documents also require that any proposed changes be received by me no later than April 1, 2004. This allows the review process to start in time to place the final proposed changes on the National Ballot. So, if you have a proposed amendment, please get it to me as soon as possible.

The complete USSVI NOTICE and change submission form is at

http://www.ussvi.org/notices/031226.htm
^^^^^

Prescription Drug Fees

The first article is from the New London Day. The second article is from MOAA discussing the same topic. I think the USSVI should also get involved at this early date to let the congress and the president know where we stand on this issue. I do not think that our fellow service members will have any problem speaking with one voice on this issue.

I am requesting that all USSVI members contact their local house and senate members and let them know personally what your feelings are on this issue. The USSVI leadership should also generate a point paper for all of us to rally around. When you speak with one voice and in unison, it can be heard loud and clear. We need to join with our fellow service organizations on this one.

Have a great 2004,

John Dudas

USSVI National Chairman Veterans Affairs Committee

Military Retirees' Fees For Drugs May Be Raised

By DALE EISMAN

Published on 1/2/2004

The New London Day Newspaper

Washington— The Bush administration is considering dramatic increases in the fees military retirees pay for prescription drugs, a step that would roll back a benefit extended just 30 months ago and risks alienating an important Republican constituency at the dawn of the 2004 campaign season.

Pentagon budget documents indicate that retirees may be asked to pay $10 — up from the current $3 — for each 90-day generic prescription filled by mail through Tricare, the military's health insurance program. Tricare's current $9 co-pay for a three-month supply of each brand-name drug would jump to $20.

The proposal also would impose charges for drugs the retirees now receive free at military hospitals and clinics. There would be a $10 fee for each generic prescription and a $20 charge for brand name drugs dispensed at those facilities.

A Pentagon spokesman declined Wednesday to comment on the drug plan, calling it “pre-decisional.” But word of the proposal was being spread at the speed of light by veterans service organizations, who were e-mailing their thousands of members to solicit calls and letters of protest to the White House and members of Congress.

“It's something that we're going to look at very closely when we return,” said Tom Gordy, chief of staff for Rep. Ed. Schrock, R-Va. The House is to reconvene on Jan. 20.

“You're tampering with a benefit that was earned by people putting their lives on the line,” fumed James F. Lokovic, a retired Air Force chief master sergeant and deputy director of the Air Force Sergeants Association.

Lokovic's 136,000-member association already has sent Bush a letter warning of “significant backlash from millions of retired military voters” if the plan is included in the 2005 defense budget the administration will unveil in a few weeks.

“Somebody just isn't paying attention,” the Military Officers Association of America said in “special alert” sent to its 390,000 members. “The war on terrorism is reminding the nation of servicemembers' sacrifices every night on the evening news ... and yet the administration seems to continue going out of its way to penalize the military community.”

The MOAA alert and an Internet site run by the Sergeants Association recall attempts by the administration to impose a $1,200 deductible for care provided to most military retirees at Veterans Affairs hospitals and the Pentagon's long-running opposition to bills providing for “concurrent receipt” of military pension and VA disability payments.

Bush and lawmakers agreed earlier this year on a concurrent receipt plan, a move widely seen as an attempt to shore up support for Republicans among military-minded voters. Military veterans and retirees generally are seen as providing Bush with his 2000 margin of victory in several key states, including Florida.

The budget documents circulating Wednesday gave no hint of the current status of the plan or the thinking behind it. Military retirees — those who served 20 years or more — had no prescription drug coverage until April 2001.

But the documents indicate that the proposed charges would considerably ease the burden of prescription drug costs on the defense budget. The new co-pays would generate more than $728 million in 2005, the Pentagon estimated, and nearly $4.2 billion by the end of 2009.

The proposed fees also would bring the military's co-pays into line with those imposed by the VA, the documents assert.

But spokesmen for veterans groups noted that the VA fills prescriptions for service-related illnesses and injuries at no charge. Its $7 co-pay applies only for medications given to outpatients for ailments unrelated to their service. And even those prescriptions are provided free when the veteran receiving them has an annual income of less than $9,690 if single and $12,692 if married.

^^^^^
2nd Article from the Military Officers Association of America (used to be TROA)

Subject: MOAA issue 

Budgeteers Seek Lump of Coal for Retirees 

On December 16, the Pentagon Comptroller issued a draft budget decision paper proposing large pharmacy copay increases for military retirees. 

The paper recommended raising retiree copays from $3 (generic) and $9 (brand name) to $10 and $20, respectively. It also urged imposing the same copays on retirees using pharmacies at military hospitals and clinics (currently, military pharmacies have no copays for any eligible patron). Copays for non-network pharmacies would rise from $20 or 20% of the prescription cost to $30 or 20%, respectively. 

Given only two days to respond, all Services reportedly objected to the plan. Our sources indicate this initiative didn't start in the Pentagon, but was directed by the Office of Management and Budget - the budget arm of the White House. Defense leaders have been urging the White House to defer any FY 2005 copay increase in favor of a study of the issue, with any recommended adjustments to be implemented in FY 2006. 

As of Tuesday, no final budget decision had been made.

To put it bluntly, this is a grossly insensitive and wrong-headed proposal. It was only 30 months ago that Congress authorized the TRICARE Senior Pharmacy Program and DoD established the $3 and $9 copays. 

The Pentagon has already changed the rules once, announcing plans to raise the copay (for all beneficiaries, not just retirees) to $22 for non-formulary drugs at some point in 2004. We already expect a battle over that later this year, when the Pentagon likely will seek to designate many drugs as "non-formulary" to save money. 

The new OMB-directed proposal asserts that raising copays to $10/$20 would align DoD cost shares with those of the VA system. That bogus assertion indicates the extent of bean-counters' detachment from reality - unless the Administration also plans to triple VA copays. Currently, the VA doesn't charge any copay for medications covering service-connected conditions. The cost share for all others is $7. 

Two years ago, our members greeted the new pharmacy program with great praise. But let's not forget that this was Congress' initiative, not the Executive Branch's. Since then, top Administration leaders have done nothing but complain about the cost. They've refused to acknowledge that Congress will appropriate the money needed to meet retiree health care commitments if the Administration will only budget for it. 

Executive Branch leaders never seem to understand or agree that they have a special employer responsibility to those who have completed careers covering decades of arduous service and sacrifice in uniform. Multiple administrations have tried to impose copays in military medical facilities, and Congress has rejected that every time. Congress has had to override Administration objections in enacting TRICARE For Life, concurrent receipt, Reserve health coverage, permanent military pay comparability provisions, and a variety of other "people program" initiatives. 

Somebody just isn't paying attention. The war on terrorism is reminding the nation of servicemembers' sacrifices every night on the evening news, and Congress has been doing its best to ease decades of ill treatment toward active, Guard, Reserve, and retired military members on a variety of issues. And yet the Administration seems to continue going out of its way to penalize the military community.

MOAA vigorously opposes increasing retiree cost shares that were only recently established. If the Administration doesn't back off, we'll be turning to Congress to keep it from happening. And we believe Congress will do that.

We urge MOAA members and others to let the President know how you feel about this new effort to cut military retirees' health benefits. You can use MOAA's Web site (http://capwiz.com/moaa/issues/) to send a MOAA-suggested message.

^^^^^

Pentagon Rejects Raising Retiree Drug Costs, For Now

by Tom Philpott

Defense Department officials have defeated a White House budget initiative that would have raised prescription fees for military retirees, their spouses and survivors next October. The plan included imposing first-ever co-payments on retiree prescriptions filled at base pharmacies.

Higher pharmacy fees remain a possibility by October 2005.

The Office of Management and Budget's plan, which was sent to the Pentagon Dec. 16 as a "draft Program Budget Decision" for fiscal 2005, would have raised fees on retirees and their families. Co-pays under the TRICARE mail order and TRICARE retail benefit would climb to $20, up from $9, for name-brand drugs, and to $10, up from $3, for generic drugs.

Also, the same $20 or $10 fees would be charged retirees using military pharmacies, breaking a long-tradition that all prescriptions filled on base on free to eligible beneficiaries. The OMB plan would have taken effect Oct. 1, 2004.

"The bigger news is it's not going to happen," said a senior DoD official Dec. 31. "We won't do anything in [the] '05 [budget]. We may study it and look at whether or not we should do something in 'O6."

Administration sources first alerted the Air Force Sergeants Association to the OMB plan before Christmas. AFSA sounded an alarm with other associations. OMB documents obtained by AFSA said imposing higher drugs co-pays on retirees, their spouses and survivors "could generate significant revenues," from $728.3 million in fiscal 2005 up to $954.7 million by 2009, a five-year defense budget gain of $4.2 billion.

James D. Staton, AFSA's executive director, warned President Bush in a Dec. 29 letter that the plan would break faith with "those who sacrificed a good portion of their lives for this nation" and sends "an awful signal" to "those currently serving and considering a military career."

Staton warned Bush too that "military veterans and retirees are beginning to waiver in their support of this administration in light of repeated gestures of indifference and disrespect."

Other associations also reacted vigorously and by New Year's Eve the OMB plan had been withdrawn, at least as part of the 2005 defense budget, which will be delivered to Congress by late January.

"This was one of those ideas that got a little bit ahead of rational-thinking people and is back in the box," said the DoD official. "We said, `Look, we planned to look at this issue in a very deliberate way. Give us that opportunity.' And that's where we're going to come out on it."

Department officials, "at the highest level," he said, agreed "it was not the right thing to do, nor the right time to do it."

Behind the OMB idea is concern that pharmacy costs "are rising everywhere," including in DoD, and co-payments have proven effective in the civilian healthcare industry for controlling costs. While imposing fees for prescriptions on base is controversial, the Defense official said it will remain among options to be weighed in the year ahead.

"That might be a good idea but I haven't seen the data that tells me it is," the official said. He added, "[W]e clearly need to help guide people to mail order and generic drugs," less costly alternatives. Higher co-pays, he said, "is one way to guide people to that. It's not about making money. It's about implementing best business practices. My personal view at this point is that [Military Treatment Facilities] should remain just as they are. But for the many people who shop in the retail market, we ought to incentivize them to use mail order."

The OMB document said proposed $20 and $10 co-pays for military retirees would match fees at VA hospitals. That's incorrect, unless OMB also plans to order higher fees for VA prescriptions in fiscal 2005. Currently, VA facilities provide drugs at no charge for service-related conditions and charge $7 on other prescriptions.

James E. Lokovic, director of government relations for AFSA, rejected the administration's notion of applying business strategies to earned benefits.

"Damn it, these people earned it and the government owes them," he said, referring to free lifetime benefits including for drugs on base. "It's disgusting that they would even float this notion. This government has a debt to [military retirees] and ought to be budgeting for it..You cannot run military benefit programs like a business."

With the start of the TRICARE Senior Pharmacy Program in April 2001, and the rising popularity of the TRICARE retail benefit, DoD drug costs rose from $855 million in 1996 to more than $3 billion in 2002. They are expected to hit $7.6 billion by 2010.

Defense officials still plan soon to unveil a "uniform formulary," perhaps this April when the new TRICARE support contracts take effect. The plan will broaden the list of drugs stocked at base pharmacies and available by mail, but will adopt a new three-tier co-pay scheme to curb growth in the TRICARE retail benefit. Drugs not included in the expanded uniform formulary still would be available in the retail network but at higher "non-formulary" co-pay of $22 for a 30-day supply. Proponents say that's still below the more than $30 average charged under commercial plans for non-formulary drugs. But service associations view $22 as too high, even for non-formulary drugs, and will fight it, with congressional action if necessary.

^^^^^

Lost Boat History

USS RUNNER SS 275

May 28, 1943 - 78 Men Lost
Displacement: 
               

1475 Tons Surfaced             

2370 Tons Submerged
Length: 
307 feet

Width:
27 Feet

Test Depth:   300 Feet 
Speed: 

                   

 20 Knots Surfaced                

8.75 Knots Submerged
Torpedo Tubes: 
                                 Six 21 Inch Forward Tubes               Four - 21 Inch Tubes Aft 

Guns: 


                   (1) Three Inch-Fifty Cal
Crew: 


                       6 Officers       54 Enlisted

Class:

“Gato”

Keel laid down by Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, Kittery, ME, 8 December 1941;
Launched: 30 May 1942 Sponsored by Mrs. John H. Newton;
Commissioned: 30July 1942 with Cdr Frank W. Fenno, Jr. in command.

Following shakedown out of New London, USS RUNNER (SS-275) departed the east coast in late 1942, and arrived at Pearl Harbor via the Panama Canal on 10 January 1943. Her first patrol, 18 January to 7 March, was conducted in the area between Midway and the Palau Islands. Five Japanese cargo ships were torpedoed on this patrol, but none was confirmed as being sunk. In making the last attack of the patrol on a freighter off Peleliu, she was damaged by a near miss from a bomb dropped from a patrol bomber. The concussion knocked out her sound gear and the power supply for both periscope hoists. RUNNER made her escape by a deep dive, the crew made emergency repairs, and the ship returned to Pearl Harbor for overhaul.

On her second patrol, 1 April to 6 May, USS RUNNER’s primary mission was to lay a minefield off Pedro Blanco Rock. Successful in this mission, RUNNER proceeded to Hainan Straits, off the Chinese mainland. One freighter was torpedoed, and the sound of a ship breaking up was heard over RUNNER’s sound gear, but the kill could not be confirmed. The submarine returned to Midway 6 May 1943.

On 28 May 1943 RUNNER left Midway with Lt. Cmdr. J. H. Bourland in command, to proceed to 48! –30’N, 154! E and begin her third war patrol. She was to patrol south and west from this spot, until she came into the area south of Hokkaido and east of the northern tip of Honshu, where she was to patrol from about 8 June to 4 July 1943. The submarine was never heard from following her departure from Midway.

She was expected at Midway about 11 July, and not later than 15 July, and should have made a transmission when approximately 500 miles from this base. She was ordered on 11 July to make an immediate transmission, but no reply came. Although a careful lookout was maintained in the hope that RUNNER was safe but without transmission facilities, results were negative. On 20 July RUNNER was reported as presumed lost. 

A summary of Japanese antisubmarine attacks received since the close of hostilities contains no mention of an attack, which could explain the loss of RUNNER. Thus her loss must be ascribed to an enemy minefield, of which there were at least four in the area to which she was assigned, to an operational casualty, or to an unreported enemy attack. Destruction by a mine is considered the most likely of these possibilities.

RUNNER was awarded one battle star for World War II service.

^^^^^

Submarine quest inspires Trans-Atlantic friendship

By GREG GIUFFRIDA

Associated Press Writer

NORTH LITTLE ROCK, Ark. (AP) < North Little Rock officials have forged Trans-Atlantic friendships in the Middle East sole Muslim democracy during a two-year effort to return a World War II submarine from Turkey.

The USS Razorback (named for a whale, not the ill-tempered hog) was one of 12 subs present for Japans formal surrender in 1945. It is part of a project to revitalize the North Little Rock riverfront.

In 1970 the Razorback was purchased by the Turkish navy for use as a training vessel before being decommissioned in 2002. It will anchor a $10.5 million Arkansas Inland Maritime Museum on the Arkansas River, directly across the water from Bill Clintons presidential library.

The city now has the blessing of the U.S. State Department, which granted an exemption to rules governing the transfer of warships, and funding from a Little Rock financier to tow the vessel across the Atlantic Ocean and up the Mississippi and Arkansas rivers to a barge moored across from downtown Little Rock, according to North Little Rock Mayor Patrick H. Hays.

Hays' liaison to all things Turkish has been Kayaalp Buyukataman, president of the Turkish Forum, an organization of Turkish-Americans with 180,000 members in the United States, including Arkansas.

"We heard about the project and we offered to help them," said Buyukataman, who lives in Boston. "We have several members in Arkansas and we have big ears as well." Buyukataman accompanied Hays on his trips to Turkey, scheduling appointments with necessary officials and serving as a translator.

In his two trips to the country, including one last month when terrorist bombings rocked Istanbul, Hays said he has developed healthy working relationships with Turkish officials in Samsun and in the capital of Ankara.

"The more I learned about Turkey, the more I became intrigued," Hays said. "On the two trips I’ve made, I can’t say I’ve enjoyed a more friendly and receptive audience anywhere."

Buyukataman agreed, half-jokingly offering Hays the title of "honorary Turk."

Business leaders in North Little Rock have had discussions with their Turkish counterparts, according to Hays and Terry Hartwick, president of the North Little Rock Chamber of Commerce.

This spring, several potential Turkish investors and businessman made a trip to Arkansas and traveled across the state, Hartwick said, declining to name specific companies. Hays has discussed a sister city relationship with Samsun, on the Black Sea.

And Arkansas State University in Jonesboro has been discussing the creation of a school on international policy that could partner with Turkish schools and locate a campus near the site of the future museum.

But plenty of work remains before the submarine finds its way to Arkansas. "You could almost stick the key in the ignition and she’s ready to go," Hays said of the Razorback. But even then, the cost of preparing it for the oceanic voyage would have been $2 million, naval experts told him. Under U.S. regulations, the former warship must be modified to ensure that it can’t be operated as a submarine

by severing its air pressure system and welding its main hatch shut for the voyage. And banks of batteries that stored power for the submarine to operate silently underwater in the days before nuclear propulsion must be removed. At roughly 20 percent of the submarine’s weight, the batteries must go if the Razorback is to make it up the Arkansas River, which is 12 feet deep on average. The submarine currently draws about 15 feet. If it still sits too

low to make it up the river to North Little Rock, barges could add buoyancy to get it high enough.

Hays said he hopes the towing will start in February, and the submarine could arrive in Arkansas by Memorial Day.

^^^^^

Army Honors Man Who Exposed Fake Records

December 2, 2003

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

 Filed at 5:05 a.m. ET

 DALLAS (AP) -- A financial adviser who exposed more than 1,200 people trying to capitalize on bogus or inflated Vietnam war records has been saluted with a military honor.

 B.G. ``Jug'' Burkett received the military branch's Distinguished Civilian Service Award on Monday from former President George H.W. Bush at the Bush Library in College Station.

 ``He exposed a mass distortion of history that cost taxpayers billions of dollars'' in undeserved veteran benefits, said John W. Nicholson, an undersecretary at the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs. ``He returned to the Vietnam veterans their good name.''

 In the 1980s, Burkett began researching to find out who fought in Vietnam and debunk some of the myths about veterans. In a latter book, he and a co-author showed that 75 percent of those killed were volunteers, not draftees.

 ``I'm happy because it brings the focus back to the message,'' said Burkett, who served in Vietnam in the late 1960s. ``And the message basically is that the people who served in Vietnam are the finest troops we ever produced.

      Butch Miller

      Veterans Liaison Office

      Veterans are our Nation's MOST PRECIOUS natural resource!

^^^^^

Confusing the Border Guards

While crossing the US-Mexican border on his bicycle, the man was stopped by a guard who pointed to two sacks the man had on his shoulders.

"What's in the bags?” asked the guard. 

"Sand," said the cyclist. 

"Get them off - we'll take a look," said the guard. 

The Cyclist did as he was told, emptied the bags, and proving they contained nothing but sand, reloaded the bags, put them on his shoulders and continued across the border. 

Two weeks later, the same thing happened. Again the guard demanded to see the two bags, which again contained nothing but sand. This went on every week for six months, until one day the cyclist with the sandbags failed to appear. 

A few days later, the guard happened to meet the cyclist downtown. "Say friend, you sure had us crazy", said the guard. "We knew you were smuggling something across the border. I won't say a word - but what is it you were smuggling?" 

"Bicycles!"

^^^^^

Mystery Man

Can you identify this hansom sailor? Answer in the next issue of the Hawgfish Scuttlebutt.


Treasurers Report

Hello folks.  Here is the Treasurer's Report for December and one for November since I missed that one.

November

  $1287.17  Beginning Balance

    Deposits:

  $680.00 Banquet

    240.00 Membership dues

    240.00 Donations

  $1364.50  Total Deposits

    Expenses:

  $738.66  Banquet Dinner

    210.00  USSVI Membership dues

     37.00   Stamps

  $985.66  Total Expenses

$1666.01  Closing Balance

December

  $1666.01 Beginning Balance

  Deposits:

  $280.00  Membership dues

  Expenses:

  $260.00 USSVI Membership dues

     74.00 Newsletter

     74.00 Stamps

  $408.00 Total Expenses

  $1538.01 Closing Balance

Any questions, give me a yell.

Thanks,

Wendell D.

^^^^^

Germany's New 212A submarine

We have received numerous requests for more detailed information about the U-31, Germany's new class 212A submarine.  The Research Center has pictures and drawings of the Siemens' fuel cell, the boat itself and other equipment.  If you or your members are interested in obtaining copies of these please contact us and we'll send them to you at no cost to you.

Submarine Research Center

Box 6088

U.S. Naval Submarine Base 

Bangor, Washington 98315

360-437-8015

subrect@cablespeed.com

www.submarineresearch.com
A blind man enters a lesbian bar by mistake. He finds his way to a bar stool and orders a drink. After sitting there for a while, he yells to the bartender in a loud voice, "Hey bartender, you wanna hear a dumb blonde joke?"!!!

The bar immediately falls deathly quiet. In a very deep, husky voice, the woman next to him says, "Before you tell that joke, sir, I think it is just fair, given that you are blind, that you should know five things...

1 - The bartender is a blonde woman.

2 - The bouncer is a blonde woman.

3 - The woman sitting next to me is blonde and is a professional weightlifter.

4 - The lady to your right is a blonde and is a professional wrestler, and...

5 - I'm a 6 foot, 200 lb. blonde woman with a PhD., a black belt in karate and a very bad attitude!

Now think about it seriously, Mister. Do you still want to tell that joke?"

The blind man thinks for a second, shakes his head, and says; "Naaaah . . . not if I'm gonna have to explain it five times."

^^^^^

Razorback Base Dues

Your SubVet Dues for 2004 are now requested. Base and National dues are due 1 January for 2004. Base dues and National dues are $10.00/yr. each with continuous membership. If you are a National Life Member, no National dues need be paid. If you are Holland Club Member, no National or Base dues need be paid. As you know prompt payment of dues allows Razorback Base to continue operations in an unbroken fashion. Dues collected at the first of the year are what the treasury counts on to publish the newsletter and generally meet our obligations. Your prompt payment of dues or donations will be appreciated.

If you have a new address, phone number or e-mail address this would be a good time to fill in that information below.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Please return with your remittance made payable to Razorback Base to:

Wendell Dedmon

Base Treasurer

1116 Spring Valley Road

Cabot, AR 72023

^^^^^^

Smart Blond

Two factory workers were talking.

"I know how to get some time off from work." said the man.

"How do you think you will do that?" said the blonde.

He proceeded to show her...by climbing up to the rafters, and hanging upside down. The boss walked in, saw the worker hanging from the ceiling, and asked him what on earth he was doing?

"I'm a light bulb" answered the guy.

"I think you need some time off," said the boss. So, the man jumped down and walked out of the factory. The blonde began walking out too. The boss asked her where did she think she was going?

"Home.  I can't work in the dark".

^^^^^

Three Receive Bronze Star

<!-- PASTE BYLINE BELOW -->By Chief Journalist (SW/AW) Mark O. Piggott, Commander, Submarine Force, U.S. Atlantic Fleet

<!-- PASTE STORY BELOW -->NORFOLK, Va. (NNS) -- Three commanding officers of Norfolk-based submarines received the Bronze Star in an awards ceremony at Naval Station Norfolk Dec. 3.
USS Newport News (SSN 750) Commanding Officer Cmdr. Frederick J. Capria, USS Montpelier (SSN 765) Commanding Officer Cmdr. William J. Frake, and USS Boise (SSN 764) former Commanding Officer Cmdr. James M. Kuzma, were deployed with Commander, U.S. 5th Fleet, from February to April 2003, in direct support of combat operations. 
“The Submarine Force brings stealth, endurance, agility and firepower to the battlefield, and these three units are shining examples of those characteristics,” said Vice Adm. Kirkland H. Donald, commander, Naval Submarine Forces.
“The success of these submarines are the direct result of the superior leadership skills of the three commanding officers before you today,” he continued. “These skills, coupled with the ability to make tough decisions that only commanding officers must make, are the reasons we are here today.”
The three submarines were part of a naval force comprised of 12 U.S. and two U.K. submarines during Operation Iraqi Freedom that conducted the largest-ever submarine-launched Tomahawk land-attack cruise missile strike. Thirty percent of Tomahawk launches during OIF came from submarines.

“For me personally, it’s more of an honor for my crew,” said Frake. “After all the shooting was done, and the crew was coming up and congratulating me, I told them that they were the ones who did everything. I just said ‘shoot.'”
The Bronze Star Medal, which was established by President Franklin D. Roosevelt Feb. 8, 1944, is awarded to those who distinguish themselves by displaying heroic or meritorious achievement in connection with military operations against enemies of the United States.
“It’s actually very rewarding, not so much the recognition for me, but the recognition for the ship,” said Capria. “After an extensive shipyard period in 2002, the crew quickly transformed from an industrial environment to a front-line warrior.”
He continued, “It’s a great feeling to stand here today and see the crew get some recognition for all the hard work they put into transforming the ship into a warfighting team.”
Though these are individual awards, Donald noted that it was a team effort that made the operation a success.
“Teams of Sailors on ships; teams of Sailors, civilians and contractors ashore in support roles, and the family ‘teams’ back home, who sacrificed to allow these crews to deploy on a very short notice, to carry out this country’s mission,” Donald said.
He concluded, “These medals will forever serve as a reminder to these leaders of the hard work and sacrifice of all the members of all their teams.”
For related news, visit the Commander, Submarine Force U.S. Atlantic Fleet Navy NewsStand page at www.news.navy.mil/local/sublant.
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USS Razorback Base Officers
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Base Commander

James W. Barnes

2103 Wright Avenue

Benton, AR 72015

mixie@up-link.net
501-778-6583

Base Vice Commander

Billy D. Hollaway

3220 N. Cypress St.

North Little Rock, AR 72116

retldousn@earthlink.net
501-758-3266

Base Treasurer / Historian

Wendell Dedmon

1116 Spring Valley Road

Cabot, AR 72023

wdedmon@classicnet.net
501-843-2107

Chief of the Boat

Robert C. Christians

Post Office Box 8358

Hot Springs Village, AR 71910

bobchristians@sbcglobal.net
501-922-1586 home

501-922-4851 work

Base Chaplain

Carl L. Eubanks

Post Office Box 21128

Hot Springs, AR 71903

june804@juno.com
501-609-0780

Base Yeoman

Jane Farmer

4033 Glenmere Rd.

North Little Rock, AR 72116

dcfarmer4@juno.com
501-753-8824

Base Storekeeper / Recruiting Chairman

Carl Schmidt

23 Rockwood Rd.

Cabot, AR 72023

bonnynclyde@classicnet.net
501-843-7855

Base Activities Chairman

Raymond Wewers

918 Barborek Ln.

Russellville, AR 72802

raywewers@cox-internet.com
479-967-5541

Base Webmaster

Byron D. Stratton

1879 Hwy 270 W

Mena, AR 71953

strattonb@aol.com
501-243-9312
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Our Creed





"To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in


the pursuit of their duties while serving their Country. That their


dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of 


motivation toward greater accomplishments. A pledge of loyalty and 


patriotism to the United States Government."





WW II Boats on Eternal Patrol








Sealion (SS-195)	        S-36 (SS-141)		  S-26 (SS-131)


Shark I (SS-174)	        Perch (SS-176)		  S-27 (SS-132)


Grunion (SS-216)	        S-39 (SS-144)		 Argonaut (SS-166)


Amberjack (SS-219)   Grampus (SS-207)	               Triton (SS-201)


Pickerel (SS-177)	        Grenadier (SS-210)	                Runner (SS-275)


R-12 (SS-89)	       Grayling (SS-209)	                Pompano (SS-181)


Cisco (SS-290)	        S-44 (SS-155)		  Dorado (SS-248)


Wahoo (SS-238)	        Corvina (SS-226)	                Scuplin (SS-191)


Capelin (SS-289)	        Scorpion (SS-278)  	                Grayback (SS-208)


Trout (SS-202)	        Tullibee (SS-284)	                Gugeon (SS-211)


Herring (SS-233)	        Golet (SS-361)		  S-28 (SS-133)


Robalo (SS-273)	        Filer (SS-250)		  Harder (SS-257)


Seawolf (SS-197)	        Darter (SS-227)	                 Shark II (SS-314)


Tang (SS-306)	        Escolar (SS-294)	                Albacore (SS-218)


Growler (SS-215)	        Scamp (SS-277)		  Swordfish (SS-193)


Barbel (SS-316)	        Kete (SS-369)		  Trigger (SS-237)


Snook (SS-279)	        Lagarto (SS-317)	                 Bonefish (SS-223)


Bullhead (SS-332)





Cold War Boats on Eternal Patrol





Scorpion (SSN-589)				 Thresher (SSN-593)





Pledge of Allegiance





"I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America,


and to the Republic for which it stands, one Nation under God,


indivisible, with liberty and justice for all."
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