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Current Executive Committee:

	Base Commander
	Ray Wewers
	raywewers@suddenlink.net
	(479) 967-5541

	Vice Commander
	Paul Honeck
	phoneck@centurytel.net
	(501) 241-0691

	COB
	Joe Mathis
	usnjrm@yahoo.com
	(501) 565-6021

	Chaplain
	Carl Schmidt
	bonnynclyde@classicnet.net
	(501) 843-7855

	Treasurer
	Greg Schwerman
	gschwerman@comcast.net
	(501) 804-0386

	Yeoman
	Jane Farmer
	dcfarmert2@sbcglobal.net
	(501) 753-8824

	Webmaster
	Greg Zonner
	zonner632@horizonbroadband.net
	(501) 316-6641

	Membership
	John Barr
	jcbarr@aristotle.net
	(501) 663-6622

	Storekeeper
	Billy Hollaway
	retldousn@earthlink.net
	(501) 758-3266

	Holland Club
	Lee Huss
	lee393sub@sbcglobal.net
	(501) 922-1216

	Memorials/Ceremonies
	Billy Hollaway
	retldousn@earthlink.net
	(501) 758-3266


* Upcoming Events:

January 12th will be the first workday of the year on the Razorback.
January 2008

Commander’s Corner
As we come to the end of another year, I hope everyone had a joyful and Merry Christmas and hope for each of you a Happy and Prosperous New Year.

As we begin the New Year, you have the same officers as last year as was voted in the November, 2007.  However, we have a new yeoman in Jane Farmer and we are glad to see Jane get back into the groove with us.  Also, John Barr has agreed to assume the duties of Activities Chairman.  Please work with John and respond to his request for ideas for activities for the coming year.  I wish to thank Bonnie Zonner for her service as our yeoman for the past 2 years.  Also, thanks to Al Malone for serving as our Activities Chairman for the past year.

During the coming year I hope we will be able to participate in some of our organization’s national programs.  One is the Kaps4Kids program which John Barr is working on.  Also, we will try to get involved in the Eagle Scout program if we can work out the logistics for the area of the state we feel we can afford.  The third program I hope we can support is donating to the USSVI Charitable Foundation.  We will provide more information on the different programs within the Charitable foundation that are beneficial to our shipmates, their families, the memorials to our shipmates on eternal patrol and all the museums in the Country.  I would like to see each base member donate $10.00 to the Charitable Fund this year to support these worthwhile programs.

This year is also an election year for National Officers and the ballots will be published on the USSVI website.  Please take the time to vote for your national officers and if you don’t know anything about the candidates, we will publish their biographies and platforms on the base website or you can contact me and I will provide any information I have on each candidate.  I would like to see at least 75% participation in the voting by our base members.  

As some of you know from the Christmas Party, Mayor Hays has asked that the Matthew’s barge be renovated for use by SubVets for a clubhouse, meeting area, lodging area for volunteers who work on the Museum projects and just general use of SubVets.  If you have time and talent you wish to expend on this project, come down to the barge and see what needs to be done and volunteer to work on something you feel comfortable.  We will be removing the carpeting, installing hardwood flooring, painting, removing existing beds and installing new ones, opening the patio area on top of the barge, fixing roof leaks, etc.

In the line of work, we will again set aside the 2nd Saturday of each month for a work day on the Razorback.  January 12th will be the first workday of the year and we will concentrate on giving the boat a good cleaning in the remote areas that don’t get attended to on a regular basis.  So please participate if at all possible.  I will not be able to attend as Barbara and I will be out of town but you don’t need me to get work done.

Again, Happy New Year and I hope to see each of you regularly at Base activities throughout the year.

Ray Wewers,
Base Commander 

Submarines Lost During the Month of January
USS E 2 (SS 25) 15 Jan 1916.  Four men lost.

USS S-36 (SS-141) 20-Jan-1942.  No loss of crew.

USS S-26 (SS-131) 24-Jan-1942.  46 men lost.

USS Argonaut (SS166) 10-Jan-1943.  All hands lost (105).

USS Swordfish (SS-193) 12-Jan-1945.  All hands lost (90).

USS S-26 (SS 131)

January 24, 1942 - 46 Men Lost

S-26, led by LCDR E.C. Hawk, was lost on January 24, 1942 in the Gulf of Panama about 14 miles west of San Jose Light in three hundred feet of water.  There were three survivors, two officers, one of whom was the Commanding Officer, and one enlisted man.  These people were on the bridge at the time of the collision; the fourth person on the bridge, an enlisted man, was lost. 
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S-26 was proceeding from Balboa, C.Z. to its patrol station in company with S-21, S-29 and S-44 and an escort vessel, PC-460, at the time of the disaster.  At 2210 the escort vessel sent a visual message to the submarines that she was leaving the formation and that they could proceed on the duty assigned.  S-21 was the only submarine to receive this message.  Shortly thereafter PC-460 struck S-26 on the starboard side of the torpedo room and the submarine sank within a few seconds. 

Salvage operations were started immediately under Captain T.J. Doyle, USN, Commander Submarine Squadron Three and Submarine Base, Coco Solo, Canal Zone, and attempts at rescue were made, but without success.  The submarine was not raised.  She had previously made one war patrol, but had inflicted no damage on the enemy.
Navy News
A little known Veteran benefit for low income and surviving spouses

Submitted by: Carl Schmidt
You do not have to be service-connected. You do not have to have retired from the military. You do not have to actually have been in combat. You simply have to meet the income and net worth criteria. Surviving spouses may also be eligible. A single veteran is eligible for - $10,929 per year provided you meet the criteria.

Criteria: You must have a "countable income" of less than the pension amount to be eligible for all or a portion of the pension. (Note: read the definition of countable income before you assume you are ineligible.)
Countable Income - the amount of income a veteran or surviving spouse receives each year, AFTER deducting all unreimbursed, recurring health care expenses. This includes assisted living costs, home health care, insurance & Medicare premiums, on-going pharmacy costs and more. If you have a dependent, their health care costs can also be used to reduce your countable income. (However, the spousal income must also be added into the equation.) Check out the link for procedures.  http://www.veteranaid.org/docs/Improved_Pension.pdf
^^^^^
Liberty Launches We All Knew

by Bob 'Dex' Armstrong

Submariners always stuck together. They worked and played as a crew and they gravitated to places where they could be with fellow submariners in locations where people who could tolerate the obnoxious conduct, impure verbiage and rollicking nonsense that was the standard by which smokeboat submariners were measured…Their hallmark, so to speak. The submarine bar was unlike other naval watering holes and dens of iniquity inhabited by seagoing elements. It had to meet strict standards to be in compliance with the acceptable requirement for a boat sailor beer-swilling dump.
Loudmouth Barmaid

The first and foremost requirement was a crusty old gal serving suds. She had to be able to wrestle King Kong to parade rest… Be able t o balance a tray with one hand, knock bluejackets out of the way with the other hand and skillfully navigate through a roomful of milling around drunks. On slow nights, she had to be the kind of gal who would give you a back scratch with a fly swatter handle or put her foot on the table so you could admire her new ankle bracelet some ET brought her back on a Med run. A good barmaid had to be able to whisper sweet nothings in your ear like, “Sailor, your thirteen button flap is twelve buttons short of a green board.” And, “Buy a pack of Clorets and chew up the whole thing before you get within heave range of any gal you ever want to see again.” And… “Hey animals, I know we have a crowd to night, but if any of you guys find the head facilities fully occupied and start pissing down the floor drain, you’re gonna find yourself scrubbing the deck with your white hats!” They had to be able to admire great tattoos, look at pictures of ugly bucktooth kids and smile… Be able to help haul drunks to cabs and comfort 19-year-olds who had lost someone close to them. They could look at your ship’s identification shoulder tab and tell you the names of COBs back to the time you were a Cub Scout.

If you came in after a late night battery charge and fell asleep with a half-eaten Slim-Jim in your hand, they tucked your peacoat around you… Put out the cigarette you left burning in the ashtray and replaced the warm draft you left sitting on the table with a cold one when you woke up… Why? Simply, because they were one of the few people on the face of the earth that knew what you did, and appreciated what you were doing. And if you treated them like a decent human being and didn’t drive’em nuts by playing songs they hated on the juke box…They would lean over the back of the booth and park their soft warm tits on your neck when they sat two Rolling Rocks in front of you. Imported table-wipe down guy and glass washer, trash dumper, deck swabber and paper towel replacement officer. The guy had to have baggy tweed pants and a gold tooth…And a grin like a 1950 Buick…And a name like “Ramon,” “Juan,” “Pedro” or “Tico.” He had to smoke unfiltered Luckies, Camels or Ralieghs. He wiped the tables down with a sour washrag that smelled like a skunk diaper and said “How are choo navee mans tonight?” He was the indispensable man…The guy with credentials that allowed him to borrow Slim-Jims, Beer Nuts and pickled hard boiled eggs from other beer joints when they ran out where he worked.

The Establishment Itself

The place had to have walls covered with ships plaques, many of which had made the 5 trip up the river to the scrap yard, ten years before you enlisted…The walls had squadron pennants and a hundred or more old yellowed photographs of fellows named “Buster”, “Chicago”, “S-Boat Barney”, “Chief Boiler Maker”, “Malone”, “Honshu Harry”, Jackson, and Capt. Slade Cutter. It had to have the obligatory Michelob, Pabst Blue Ribbon and “Beer Nuts sold here” neon signs…An eight-ball mystery beer tap handle and signs reading; “Your mother does not work here so clean away your gahdam trash.” “Hands off the barmaid” “Don‘t throw butts in urinal” “Barmaid’s word final in settling bets” “Take your fights out in the alley” “Owner reserves the right to waltz your worthless ass out to the sidewalk” “Shipmates are responsible for riding herd on their boat‘s drunks”

Typical signage found in classy establishments catering to sophisticated clientele. You had to have a juke box built along the lines of a Sherman tank loaded with Hank Williams, Mother Maybelle Carter, Johnny Horton, Johnny Cash and twenty other crooning goobers nobody ever heard of. The damn thing has to have “La Bamba”, Herb Alpert’s “Lonely Bull” and Johnny Cash’s “Don’t take your guns to town” in memory of Norfolk‘s barmaid goddess, Thelma. If Thelma is within a 12-mile radius of where any of those three recordings can be found on a juke box, it is wise to have a stack of life insurance applications within reach of the coin slot. The furniture in a real good submarine bar had to be made from coal mine shoring lumber and was not fully acceptable until it had 600 cigarette burns and your boat’s hull numbers carved into it. The bar had to have a brass foot rail and at least six Slim-Jim containers, an oversized glass cookie jar full of Beer-Nuts, a jar of pickled hard boiled eggs that could produce rectal gas emissions that could shut down a sorority party, and big glass containers full of something called pickled pigs feet and Polish sausage. Only drunk Chiefs and starving Ethiopians ate pickled pigs feet and unless the last three feet of your colon had been manufactured by Midas…You didn’t want to get any where near the Polish napalm dogs. No submariner’s bar was complete without a couple of hundred faded boat pictures and a “Shut the hell, up” sign taped on the mirror behind the bar…And several rather tasteless nekkit lady pictures. The pool table felt had to have at least three strategic rips as a result of drunken competitors…And balls that looked as if a gorilla baby had teethed on the sonuvabitches. Submarine bars were home, but they were also establishments where 19 year-old kids received an education available nowhere else on earth. You learned how to “tell” and “listen” to sea stories…You learned about sex at $25.00 a lesson from professional ladies who taught you things your high school biology teacher didn‘t know were anatomically possible. You learned how to make a two cushion shot and how to toss down a beer and shot…Known as a “depth charge.” We were young…A helluva long way from home. We were pulling down slave wages for twenty-four hour a day, seven days a-week availability and loving the life we lived. We didn’t know it at the time, but our association with the men we served with, forged us into the men we became. And a lot of that association took place in submarine bars where we shared the stories accumulated in our up to then, short lives…We learned about women and that life could be tough on a gal. While many of our classmates were attending college, we were getting an education slicing trough North Atlantic black water… Running deep and plowing holes below the surface and rubbing shoulders with some of the finest men we would ever know in bars our mothers wouldn‘t have approved of. Bars that would live in our memories forever.

^^^^^
ETERNAL PATROL PREPARATIONS 
Shipmates, while we hope your day and those of your shipmates is far off in the future, we must nevertheless prepare. Please copy this notice and place it with your will or important papers.
IMPORTANT
In the case of my death, please immediately notify the U.S. Submarine Veterans Inc., (USSVI) at 877-542-3483 or 360-337-2978 and give the person on duty the information regarding my death, funeral, and burial arrangements, plus who they can contact for follow-up and support.

Please ask them to contact my local chapter’s Base Commander with this information as well (they can look it up in their membership records).

This information can alternatively be E-Mailed to the National Office at office@ussvi.org .

For background, here is how the EP notification system is set to work. When a member passes away, either the base membership webmaster (or the national office) will enter the date of death into that member's record. The National Office is automatically notified and when 'accepted' notification automatically is emailed to the base commander and chaplain, plus the national chaplain and the American Submariner magazine, plus the record is shifted to the Eternal Patrol section on the national website. 
It keeps everyone with a 'need to know' in the notification loop. Of course, if the info is not made known... the deceased member languishes in our database unrecognized, which is too bad as their passing should be noted.
Note from Natl JVC/Membership Chair

Patrick Householder
^^^^^
USS Razorback to be featured on the Public Radio Show "Whad'Ya Know?"
USS Razorback will be featured on the nationally syndicated radio show "Whad'ya Know?" on Saturday, January 12 from 10:00 a.m. to noon.  You can listen to the "Whad'ya Know?" show on your local public radio station (KUAR 89.1 here in Central Arkansas), or through the Internet via any one of hundreds of public radio stations. Tickets are also still available for the show, at the Robinson Center Music Hall. You can call the box office at 501-244-8800 or buy them through Ticketmaster.com

 HYPERLINK "http://www.ticketmaster.com/venue/221397" \t "_blank" .  There will be USS Razorback prizes to be won as well as a large artifact sharing the stage with the show for the local audience to enjoy.
^^^^^
New Sub Escape Trainer completed

Submitted by: Ronald L Martini on 12/20/2007

GROTON, Conn. (NNS) -- Naval Facilities Engineering Command (NAVFAC), Mid-Atlantic has completed construction on a one-of-a-kind Submarine Escape Trainer at the Naval Submarine School in SUBASE New London, Conn.

At the core of the new $18 million facility is a 20-foot diameter,  40-foot high, 84,000-gallon pool atop escape trunks, called the Lock-out Trunk  (LOT) and the Logistics Escape Trunk (LET), that simulate conditions a submariner would experience during an escape from a submerged submarine. Also within the four-story pool tower are diving support equipment, pool operation equipment, and two recompression chambers.  http://www.news.navy.mil/search/display.asp?story_id=32956
^^^^^
China's largely inactive submarine fleet stirs

By Greg Grant ggrant@govexec.com
January 8, 2008

China's entire fleet of 55 attack submarines conducted six patrols in 2007, up from the two the fleet conducted in 2006 and none in 2005, according to new information obtained by a scientific organization.
The information was obtained under the Freedom of Information Act and http://www.fas.org/blog/ssp/2008/01/chinese_submarine_patrols_rebo.php posted on the Federation of American Scientists Strategic Security blog.  According to the Navy, none of China's ballistic missile submarines have ever made a patrol, 25 years after the country's first nuclear missile capable submarine was built. Chinese submarines in the 1990s conducted an average of 1.2 patrols a year. FAS said the U.S. Navy's submarine fleet conducts more than 100 patrols annually.

The Navy has been faulted in some quarters for paying insufficient attention to China's growing maritime power, much of which rests on new submarines. At a House Armed Services Committee hearing Dec. 13, 2007, ranking Republican Duncan Hunter of California said the U.S. Navy risks being eclipsed by China's growing maritime power.

In an exchange with Navy chief Adm. Gary Roughead, Hunter said China was "outstripping us by 3-1 on submarine production, and your own figures show that they are going to eclipse us in submarine numbers in 2011." In response, Roughead said anti-submarine warfare was a top Navy priority. 

While the Chinese submarine inventory includes a number of older diesel electric boats, the country recently took delivery of eight Russian-built Kilo class, non-nuclear powered submarines, according to the Congressional Research Service. China is building four classes of new submarines including a nuclear powered attack submarine and a nuclear powered ballistic missile submarine, and was expected to have 28 relatively modern submarines in its inventory by 2006.

Yet, China's low submarine patrol numbers would appear to call into question the level of training of its submarine crews and the capability of the its submarine fleet to operate much beyond the nation's coastal waters.

The U.S. Navy currently operates 53 nuclear-powered attack submarines, twice as many as the rest of the world combined, and is building its newest attack submarine -- the nuclear-powered Virginia class -- at the rate of one per year. The service also maintains a fleet of anti-submarine warfare aircraft that has no equal.

The Navy's annual funding of $137 billion dwarfs China's entire defense budget, which was estimated at $44 billion in 2006, according to the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute.

In an analysis of relative global naval power, Robert O. Work, senior defense analyst at the Center for Strategic Budgetary Assessments in Washington, wrote, "No naval challenger now threatens the U.S. Navy... Although the battle fleet numbers fewer ships that at any time since 1931, the Navy likely enjoys a wider margin of superiority than at any point since the late 1940s."

The Navy's 71 major surface warships have a cumulative guided missile magazine capacity greater than that of the 366 major surface combatants in the next 17 largest navies, Work said. The U.S. Navy also owns 12 of the world's 15 aircraft carriers and operates its own air arm that is larger than any other nation's air force.

^^^^^
Membership Update

John C. Barr

Paying dues has gone well.  We only have 5 members that have not submitted their dues as of January 10.

Our membership drive has gone well also.  There are 199 members.  Those that do not pay dues will be dropped.  Also, one current member will be transferring because he is moving.  Since September we have added 23 new members, of which 16 are Dual Base members from another USSVI Base.  Most of these new members either qualified on or served on the Razorback.  Razorback Base is the largest “inland base” in USSVI.  The 8 larger bases are either on the east or west coast.  New members receive a certificate and a Base patch.  Those renewing membership for 3 or more years also receive a certificate.

Please remember to let me know if any of your contact information changes, including address, e-mail or telephone number.

^^^^^
Treasures Report: December 2007
	BEGINNING BAL.:
	$ 7044.17

	
	

	DEPOSITS:
	

	Dues Refund USSVI
	175.00

	Dues Annual
	230.00

	
	

	TOTAL DEPOSITS:
	$   405.00

	
	

	EXPENSES:
	

	
	

	USSVI Annual Dues
	80.00

	Razorback Assoc. For J. Grinstead
	20.00

	B. Wewers Christmas Party Meat
	143.91

	Staples Treasurers Printer Ink
	43.65

	USSVI Ships Store Patches
	61.22

	TOTAL EXPENSES:
	348.78

	
	

	ENDING BALANCE:
	$  7100.39

	
	

	CHARITYS
	

	
	

	Boat AC Fund
	$    464.03

	Deposits
	

	D. Foster
	30.00

	J.Grinstead
	20.00

	Donation
	20.00

	TOTAL DEPOSITES
	70.00

	
	

	Expenses 
	00.00

	
	

	ENDING BALANCE
	$    534.03

	
	

	Base Charity Fund
	$  2500.00

	
	

	USS Snook Memorial
	$  1797.26

	
	

	TOTAL IN BASE FUNDS
	$11931.68


Greg Schwerman: Base Treasurer

^^^^^
January Birthdays

January 1st – Sabri Celik
January 7th – Dean Read
January 7th – Maurice Barksdale
January 8th – Bruce Lipe
January 10th – Cecil Goins
January 10th – Michael Moore
January 13th – Joseph Fitzgerald
January 18th – Fireball Vaughter
January 21st – Maxwell Nelson
January 22nd – Danny Smith
January 24th – Kelly Driver
January 28th – Jim Gates
Happy Birthday!
^^^^^
HAWGFISH SCUTTLEBUTT

IN GOD WE TRUST

David Grove
144 White Oak Ln.
Little Rock, AR 72227
Dgrove2000@sbcglobal.net
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Our Creed





"To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in


the pursuit of their duties while serving their Country. That their


dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of 


motivation toward greater accomplishments. A pledge of loyalty and 


patriotism to the United States Government."





WW II Boats on Eternal Patrol








Sealion (SS-195)	        S-36 (SS-141)		S-26 (SS-131)


Shark I (SS-174)	        Perch (SS-176)	S-27 (SS-132)


Grunion (SS-216)	        S-39 (SS-144)		Argonaut (SS-166)


Amberjack (SS-219)        Grampus (SS-207)	Triton (SS-201)


Pickerel (SS-177)	        Grenadier (SS-210)	Runner (SS-275)


R-12 (SS-89)	        Grayling (SS-209)	Pompano (SS-181)


Cisco (SS-290)	        S-44 (SS-155)		Dorado (SS-248)


Wahoo (SS-238)	        Corvina (SS-226)	Scuplin (SS-191)


Capelin (SS-289)	        Scorpion (SS-278)  	Grayback (SS-208)


Trout (SS-202)	        Tullibee (SS-284)	Gugeon (SS-211)


Herring (SS-233)	        Golet (SS-361)		S-28 (SS-133)


Robalo (SS-273)	        Filer (SS-250)		Harder (SS-257)


Seawolf (SS-197)	        Darter (SS-227)	Shark II (SS-314)


Tang (SS-306)	        Escolar (SS-294)	Albacore (SS-218)


Growler (SS-215)	        Scamp (SS-277)	Swordfish (SS-193)


Barbel (SS-316)	        Kete (SS-369)		Trigger (SS-237)


Snook (SS-279)	        Lagarto (SS-371)	Bonefish (SS-223)


Bullhead (SS-332)





Cold War Boats on Eternal Patrol





Scorpion (SSN-589)			Thresher (SSN-593)





Pledge of Allegiance





"I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America,


and to the Republic for which it stands, one Nation under God,


indivisible, with liberty and justice for all."
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