[image: image7.png]



 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.chinfo.navy.mil/navpalib/ships/submarines/centennial/images/sdolphin.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 





           



[image: image8.jpg]



January 2005

Commanders Corner

Well, we’ve turned the corner with a new year and convention is only eight months away.  A reminder to all that our first 2006 business meeting is Saturday, January 28 at U. S. Pizza, 4001 McCain Park, located off Warden Road (the south bound service road, US 67/167, North Little Rock).  My suggestion to all is if coming from the north (Cabot, Beebe) take the McCain Mall exit onto Worden Road and turn right onto McCain Park.  If coming from the south on 67/167, take the Wildwood Exit or first turnaround and go south on Worden Road.  If you have trouble, my cell number is 501-519-4848.  I ask the EC to arrive at 4:00 for a planning meeting.  Also, the business meeting will be followed by the first 2006 Convention Planning Committee meeting.  We’ll try to squeeze dinner in somewhere.  Come prepared to roll your sleeves up and join in.  It is time to get serious about the convention.

January is a significant month for a couple of reasons and first is the introduction of the BARBEL Class submarine.  Three ships, BARBEL, BLUEBACK and BONEFISH, represented the last diesel-electric propelled submarines built by the U. S. Navy.  They incorporated numerous, radical improvements including the teardrop-shape hull and “attack center” within the hull as opposed to a conning tower in the sail.  The class is 218 ft overall, propelled by three Fairbanks-Morse diesels and two General Electric motors.  Its speed was 15 knots surfaced, 12 snorkeling and 21 knots on the battery.  The ship was armed with six 21 inch bow torpedo tubes with a total armament of 18 torpedoes including tube loads.  Her range was 19,000 miles without refueling, had a published depth of 712’ with a complement of 85 officers and enlisted men.  

Also, January 27 was the birthday of Vice Admiral Hyman G. Rickover, the father of the nuclear navy.  While publicized to be a rather radical and eccentric personality, Admiral Rickover was extremely perceptive and determined in his quest for a nuclear navy.  

We will schedule some Saturday work days on RAZORBACK starting January 14 and continuing through its relocation back to her permanent mooring, sometime in mid to late February.  If the weather holds for warmer than average temperatures, it is hoped that we can clean topside and repaint.  This has to be completed prior to September 2006 and our convention visitors.  There is a long list of “to dos” posted on the website, www.razorbackbase.com.  I will post an all hands e-mail with tasks.  We need a maximum effort from everyone on these work days.  There are things for all to do.  Please join in.

Billy

^^^^^

Editor

Wanda and I have agreed to help plan the Base events and being the newsletter editor gives me the ability to advertise these events.  It also gives me the ability to request your help on events you would like to do as a base.  We have some great events we have done in the past, such as a day at the races and an evening at the dinner theater.  Please let us know if you want to continue those same events or if you would rather see other ones.  We intend to include some less expensive alternatives as well as physical activities such as bowling, mini-golf, big boy golf, etc to name a few ideas.  Please provide us your feedback and see this newsletter for our next scheduled event.

Now…..how well do you know your base members?  Who can answer this question?

What base member is a city mayor and in what city does he hold office? Do you know this shipmate?

Send me an email with your answer.



Alan   

^^^^^

USS BARBEL (SS 316)
February 4, 1945 - 81 Men Lost 
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BARBEL, commanded by Lt. Cmdr. C.L. Raguet, departed Fremantle for her fourth war patrol on January 5, 1945. She proceeded to Exmouth Gulf, conducting training exercises en route. Having topped off with fuel, she left Exmouth Gulf on January 8th, and proceeded via Lombok Strait, Java Sea, and Karimata Strait to patrol an area in the South China Sea. At dark on February 165th she was to leave her area and commence her return to Fremantle. 

On January 13th, BARBEL was directed to join BLUEGILL and BREAM in covering the western approaches to Balabac Strait. On 27 January she was ordered to form a wolf pack with PERCH and GABILAN and cover the western approaches to Balabac and southern entrance to Palawan Passage. 

On February 3, 1945, BARBEL sent a message to TUNA, BLACKFIN and GABILAN reporting numerous aircraft contacts daily. BARBEL had been attacked by aircraft three times with depth charges, and would transmit a message “tomorrow night” giving information. This was the last contact with BARBEL. TUNA reported on February 6, 1945, that she had been unable to contact BARBEL for 48 hours, and that she had ordered her to rendezvous on February 7th. The rendezvous was not accomplished and TUNA reported her search unsuccessful on February 7th, 1945. 

Japanese records indicate that on February 4th, 1945 a plane attacked a submarine scoring on hit near the bridge with one of two bombs dropped. It appears almost certain that this attack sank BARBEL. 

BARBEL sank 10 ships for 55,200 tons and damaged two ships for 14,000 tons during her three completed patrols. Her first was made in the Nansei Shoto chain. She sank three medium freighters, a large freighter of 19,600 tons, and a large tanker. In the same area on her second patrol, BARBEL sank a freighter and two escort vessels. She also damaged another freighter and a tanker. During her third patrol, conducted in the South China Sea, BARBEL sank two medium freighters. 

. 
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THE USS RAZORBACK BASE is proud to host the 2006 USSVI National Convention.   The convention will be held September 5-10, 2006 at the Peabody Hotel in Little Rock.  Information on our convention may be found on the Razorback Base website www.razorbackbase.com .  This includes  the registration form, hotel information, prices, points of contact , boat reunions, and  other pertinent information.  We know everyone doesn’t have web access so we will include in this newsletter convention information each month.  Everything won’t be included in each newsletter so please keep the information you need from the newsletter.  This month’s newsletter includes information on tours.

Monday, Sept. 4


Little Rock tour



1-3:30pm
$20/each


Little Rock evening tour


6-8:30pm
$20/each

Tuesday, Sept 5


Spa treatment and Lunch


9:00-3pm
$79/each (incl lunch)


   Shopping at upscale “Pavilion in the Park, “Refresher” Massage, 

   Pedicure, and Lunch at Trio’s Restaurant


   20 passenger minimum/54 seats available 

Little Rock Tour  

 

9:30-Noon
$20/each

Little Rock Tour



1-3:30pm
$20/each

Wednesday, Sept. 6


Military Tour (Men’s Tour)


9:00-3pm
$39/each (incl lunch)


   LR Air Force Base, Camp Robinson, Early lunch on the tarmac


Marlsgate, Antiquing, Lunch at Cothams
9:00-3:15pm
$39/each (incl lunch)


Marlsgate Plantation Tour 10-11:30am


Little Rock Tour



1-3:30pm
$20/each 

Thursday, Sept. 7


Tours of State Capitol and Gov’s Mansion
9-11:30am
$15/each


   25 passenger minimum 


Skeet Shooting Excursion (2 Rounds of 25)
8-11:30am
$39/each


   20 passenger minimum


Little Rock tour



1-3:30pm
$20/each


Dinner Cruise (late seating)


8:00-10pm
$49/each


   Includes bus shuttle, cruise, dinner, and band

Friday, Sept. 8


Hot Springs Tour



9am-5pm
$39/each


   Includes Garvan Gardens, tour, national park, Bath House Row, shopping


   Lunch on your own

Group Tour Menu & Descriptions

Little Rock Sightseeing Tour with a Twist   (2 hours)

$20.00
 

For decades, Little Rock has been a hub for national and international news. From the 1957 Central High School Crisis to the Clinton Presidential Library, so much of American history has played out right here. That is why we add a dose of news and a dash of Hollywood to this tour. Not only will you visit the landmarks, you’ll watch and remember the news clips that made these sites famous.  Highlights include “the Little Rock”, Old Statehouse, Governor’s Mansion, Quapaw Quarter, Central High, Clinton  Library, The Old Mill, and many other stops! By the end, you’ll know why it’s called sightseeing…with a twist. This is award-winning and very popular.  
Shopping, Spa, and Lunch!  (6 hours)



          
$79 (incl lunch)
Enjoy a “Refresher” massage, a pedicure, upscale shopping, and a fabulous lunch at one of Little Rock’s premier shopping locations.  Pavilion in the Park is full of specialty retail stores, and offers an upscale assortment of apparel, accessories, jewelry, beauty and decorative home products to the affluent customer.  Massages will be provided by the Arkansas Healing Arts Center.  We’ll enjoy Trio’s for lunch, voted one of the best restaurants in Central Arkansas.  

Seating is limited.  Guarantee your reservation by signing up early!

Marlsgate Plantation and Antiquing  (5 hours)


$39.00

Experience genuine grand southern plantation living at its best! This tour takes you to historic Marlsgate Plantation... cooled by the breezes off nearby Bearskin Lake and shaded by huge pecan trees.  David Garner is the homeowner/story teller, and will offer you a tour that will keep you talking for days!  Marlsgate contains thirty-two rooms on three floors, and houses more than ten thousand square feet of living space.  This trip also includes lunch at the famous Cotham’s Restaurant (home of the hubcap hamburger), and some of the best antique shopping anywhere!

Hot Springs National Park Adventure (7 hours)


$39.00

It’s beautiful, exciting, and has a steamy history! As the oldest park in the National Park System, stories about Hot Springs date back 10,000 years. Known as “The Valley of the Vapors” and "The Spa City", water gushes from the mountainside at a constant 143' degrees. Relaxing, medicinal, and revitalizing... this resort town in the Ouachita Mountains has lured American Indian Tribes, gangsters Al Capone and Bugs Moran, and millions of visitors to enjoy shopping, art galleries, museums, and world famous “Bathhouse Row.” Also known as Bill Clinton's boyhood town, you’ll see the former president's home and favorite hangouts…and hear stories you won’t find anywhere else!  

Skeet Shooting Competition (4-5 hours)



$39.00
Don’t miss the opportunity to do something a little different. On this tour, we travel to Remington Arms and Ammunition in Lonoke.  This gun club, on the grounds of the Remington Arms manufacturing plant, is considered one of the finest skeet and trap ranges in the United States.  It is the home of the Arkansas state trap competition.  The afternoon includes an instructor, two rounds of skeet, gun, shells, ear and eye protection.  You must have a current driver’s license.  

Military Tour – LRAFB and Camp Robinson  (6 hours)
        
$39 (incl lunch)
Little Rock Air Force Base is the largest C-130 training facility in the world.  The base is famous for “The Schoolhouse”, a training operations center with two flight simulators.  Go with us down on the tarmac, and walk through one of these monstrous cargo planes. Then, we’ll take you to Camp Robinson, training site for 10,500 soldiers and airmen each year.  See a Blackhawk Helicopter and other memorabilia in the museum.  *To be admitted on base, we need your full name, date of birth, driver’s license number, and state of issuance.

Sightseeing Dinner Cruise  (2 hours)




$49.00

Enjoy the lights of the city and the stars in the sky from the deck of Little Rock’s newest downtown attraction, the Arkansas Queen.  This 1950’s era paddlewheeler features an incredible dinner of prime rib, shrimp, and all the trimmings.  After dinner, enjoy the music of a live band playing all your favorite oldies.  Two decks are indoors, the top deck is open to the stars… the view as you cruise the Arkansas River is breathtaking!  Seating is limited.  Guarantee your reservation by signing up early!  

State Capitol and the Governor’s Mansion  



$15.00

Take a trip through the Arkansas state capitol, a scaled-down replica of the nation's Capitol in Washington, DC, and home of the former office of Governor Bill Clinton.  Construction started in 1899, and the Arkansas legislature continues to meet in this historical building. The 10-foot brass doors were bought from Tiffany’s in New York City.  The cupola over the top of the dome is covered with 24-karat gold leaf.  When you see it, you’ll understand why it’s been used in several movies.  Then we’ll go to the Governor’s Mansion, another former home of Bill Clinton.  Republican Governor Mike Huckabee has since moved in, and made several beautiful updates on the building.
^^^^^

HELP NEEDED

While RAZORBACK is temporarily closed for public tours there is a real need  for some much needed work.  I am putting out a solicitation for base work days on SATURDAY JANUARY 14, 21 AND FEBRUARY 4, 0900 UNTIL 1530 on all days.  The following items need attention:  Conning Tower deck; FTR bilges, officer's head; Forward Battery overhead, lighting and formica; After Battery head; After Engine Room bilges; ATR bilges, head.  These are major and there are many minor items that require our attention when time allows.  If weather allows, topside needs to be power washed and painted but that is for a later date.   If you can spare a few hours on all or any of these dates it is deeply appreciated.  We can find something for all to do if you will show up.  Thanks.

 

 Bill HOLLAWAY

^^^^^

Joint Chiefs to Back Higher TRICARE Fees for Retirees


Alarmed that soaring health care costs are crimping budget dollars for higher-priority defense programs, the Joint Chiefs intend to endorse the Defense Department’s plan to raise TRICARE fees sharply over the next three years for retirees under 65 and their families, say senior military officers.One officer described a likely scenario, early in 2006, of the nation’s top military leaders sitting shoulder to shoulder before the armed services committees to testify that medical costs are now a critical readiness issue.

Higher TRICARE fees for younger retirees also will be endorsed in the Quadrennial Defense Review report which the service chiefs are completing to propose a realignment of military programs to meet future needs. The QDR recommendations are expected to be unveiled in early February when the Bush administration also sends its 2007 defense budget request to Congress.

The “24-star” endorsement, a reference to the six four-star officers who comprise the Joint Chiefs – the chairman, vice chairman, and top officer of the Army, Navy, Air Force and Marines Corps – is seen as necessary to persuade Congress to accept the first TRICARE fee increases in a decade and then to help insulate supportive lawmakers from the wrath of angry retirees.

As first reported here three weeks ago, Defense officials want annual enrollment fees for TRICARE Prime, the military’s managed care plan, to triple by October 2008 for working-age retired officers, from $230/$460 a year (individual/family coverage) up to $750/$1500, and to double, to $450/$900, for under-65 enlisted retirees.Retirees who use TRICARE Standard, the military’s traditional fee-for-service health insurance, would see their annual deductible raised too. 

They also would pay for the first time an annual enrollment fee. Beyond 2008, all TRICARE fees and co-payments would be indexed to medical inflation.TRICARE retail pharmacy co-payments also would be raised, which would be the only change to impact Medicare-eligible retirees too. 

The goal would be to discourage purchase of maintenance medicines through the more expensive retail network, by increasing the $3 co-payment for generic drugs to $5 while offering free generic drugs by mail. The current $9 co-pay for brand drugs would jump to $15 retail and $10 by mail order. 

Officials assume a 14 percent shift of TRICARE retail users to base pharmacies or into the mail order program.Dr. William Winkenwerder Jr., assistant secretary of defense for health affairs, and his staff developed the proposed fee increases as a way to slow the rise in health costs, most of which is traced to the start in 2001 of the TRICARE for Life and senior pharmacy programs for elderly beneficiaries.

The idea behind the Winkenwerder’s plan is to have working-age retirees and family members pay a bigger share of their TRICARE costs or use alternative health plans offered by civilian employers.TRICARE officials estimate that the higher fees and a decline in users will dampen projected health care costs by $12 billion within five years and $32 billion through fiscal 2015. But the numbers are viewed as optimistic, even by senior analysts, one source explained. 

They assume that 600,000 current beneficiaries, facing higher fees, will shift to employer-provided health insurance by 2011.  The “flaw” behind that figure, the official explained, is it’s based on civilian HMO surveys of disenrollments when their fees are raised. Most HMO users, however, seek lower-cost alternatives. 

For TRICARE Prime users, even if the $460 enrollment fee for families is bumped to $1500 a year, as proposed for under-65 retired officers, TRICARE still will be a better deal.If so, most of the projected cost savings will flow from the higher fees, which it might be argued is just a budget move to have younger military retirees and their families cover some of the cost of TRICARE for Life and senior pharmacy benefits for older retirees, their spouses and survivors.

Senior leadership, this official said, “is finally beginning to realize that the primary driver of costs is the benefit offered. This is a constant source of frustration for senior civilian leadership…charged to deal with the growing top line for defense health care.” But, he added, the comparisons now being made between military benefits and medical costs paid by civilians “gloss over the sacrifices those retirees made and the promises made to them.”  

Winkenwerder argues, however, that TRICARE fee increases are overdue.  Because they haven’t been raised since first set in 1995, more and more retirees are moving out of employer-provided health insurance, with its own rising cost shares, to use TRICARE benefits.

In October, the Congressional Budget Office released an updated report on “The Long-Term Implications of Current Defense Plans” which presents the kind of kudzu-like cost projections for military health care that have persuaded the Joint Chiefs to back Winkenwerder’s plan.

By 2024, CBO says, military medical costs will grow “by 80 percent in real terms…from $37 billion in 2006 to $66 billion.” That is 37 percent of total budget growth expected across military operations, maintenance and personnel accounts, which represent 60 percent of the defense budget.

Other than the cost of war and contingency operations, CBO says, the greatest budget risk facing the military is health care costs. The CBO report encourages an increase in fees, but suggests that a “transformational” set of higher fees and co-payments would boost out-of-pocket user costs to the level of civilian HMOs, and hit not only younger retirees and their families but Medicare-eligible beneficiaries and active duty family members too.

To comment, write Military Update, P.O. Box 231111, Centreville, VA, 20120-1111, e-mail milupdate@aol.com or visit www.militaryupdate.comSound Off...What do you think?
^^^^^
 GOOD CHRISTMAS STORY

It started last Christmas, when Bennett and Vivian Levin were overwhelmed by sadness while listening to radio reports of injured American troops.

"We have to let them know we care," Vivian told Bennett.

So they organized a trip to bring soldiers from Walter Reed Army Medical Center and Bethesda Naval Hospital to the annual Army-Navy football game in Philly, on Dec. 3.

The cool part is, they created their own train line to do it.


Yes, there are people in this country who actually own real trains. Bennett Levin - native Philly guy, self-made millionaire and irascible former L&I commish - is one of them.
He has three luxury rail cars. Think mahogany paneling, plush seating and white-linen dining areas. He also has two locomotives, which he stores at his Juniata Park train yard.
One car, the elegant Pennsylvania, carried John F. Kennedy to the Army-Navy game in 1961 and '62. Later, it carried his brother Bobby's body to D.C. for burial.
"That's a lot of history for one car," says Bennett.

He and Vivian wanted to revive a tradition that endured from 1936 to 1975, during which trains carried Army-Navy spectators from around the country directly to the stadium where the annual game is played.
The Levins could think of no better passengers to reinstate the ceremonial ride than the wounded men and women recovering at Walter Reed in D.C. and Bethesda, in Maryland.

"We wanted to give them a first-class experience," says Bennett. "Gourmet meals on board, private transportation from the train to the stadium, perfect seats - real hero treatment."
Through the Army War College Foundation, of which he is a trustee, Bennett met with Walter Reed's commanding general, who loved the idea.

But Bennett had some ground rules first, all designed to keep the focus on the troops alone:

No press on the trip, lest the soldiers' day of pampering devolve into a media circus.
No politicians either, because, says Bennett, "I didn't want some idiot making this trip into a campaign photo op."
And no Pentagon suits on-board, otherwise the soldiers would be too busy saluting superiors to relax.

The general agreed to the conditions, and Bennett realized he had a problem on his hands.
"I had to actually make this thing happen," he laughs.
Over the next months, he recruited owners of 15 other sumptuous rail cars from around the country - these people tend to know each other - into lending their vehicles for the day. The name of their temporary train?

The Liberty Limited.

Amtrak volunteered to transport the cars to D.C. - where they'd be coupled together for the round-trip ride to Philly - then back to their owners later.
Conrail offered to service the Liberty while it was in Philly. And SEPTA drivers would bus the disabled soldiers 200 yards from the train to Lincoln Financial Field, for the game.

A benefactor from the War College ponied up 100 seats to the game - on the 50-yard line - and lunch in a hospitality suite.
And corporate donors filled, for free and without asking for publicity, goodie bags for attendees:

From Woolrich, stadium blankets. From Wal-Mart, digital cameras. From Nikon, field glasses. From GEAR, down jackets.

There was booty not just for the soldiers, but for their guests, too, since each was allowed to bring a friend or family member.
The Marines, though, declined the offer. "They voted not to take guests with them, so they could take more Marines," says Levin, choking up at the memory.
Bennett's an emotional guy, so he was worried about how he'd react to meeting the 88 troops and guests at D.C.'s Union Station, where the trip originated. Some GIs were missing limbs. Others were wheelchair-bound or accompanied by medical personnel for the day.

"They made it easy to be with them," he says. "They were all smiles on the ride to Philly. Not an ounce of self-pity from any of them. They're so full of life and determination."
At the stadium, the troops reveled in the game, recalls Bennett. Not even Army's lopsided loss to Navy could deflate the group's rollicking mood.

Afterward, it was back to the train and yet another gourmet meal - heroes get hungry, says Levin - before returning to Walter Reed and Bethesda.
"The day was spectacular," says Levin. "It was all about these kids. It was awesome to be part of it."
The most poignant moment for the Levins was when 11 Marines hugged them goodbye, then sang them the Marine Hymn on the platform at Union Station.

"One of the guys was blind, but he said, 'I can't see you, but man, you must be f---ing beautiful!' " says Bennett. "I got a lump so big in my throat, I couldn't even answer him."

It's been three weeks, but the Levins and their guests are still feeling the day's love.
"My Christmas came early," says Levin, who is Jewish and who loves the Christmas season. "I can't describe the feeling in the air."
Maybe it was hope.
As one guest wrote in a thank-you note to Bennett and Vivian, "The fond memories generated last Saturday will sustain us all - whatever the future may bring."

God bless the Levins.
And bless the troops, every one.
 


^^^^^

TREASURERS REPORT FOR DECEMBER 2005

BEG. BAL:

$2840.54

DEPOSITS:

DUES COLLECTED
$ 1777.00 

TOTAL DEPOSITS:
$1777.00

EXPENSES:

USSVI DUES

  $ 945.00

STAMPS 

         8.23

TOTAL EXPENCES:
 $ 953.23

ENDING BALANCE:
$3664.31

Submitted by

Greg Schwerman

Base Treasurer 
VALENTINES DINNER!

As promised……our next event!

Valentines Dinner at CIAO’s Italian restaurant.

Saturday, Feb 18 at 6 pm.

The menu is good….great reviews and the prices are reasonable. ($8-16) 

Score some points with your lady or with your shipmates.  Although those of us bringing “dates” may score some points…..everyone should attend for just good old fashioned subvet fellowship.  (Decipher to mean “telling lies about all we have done during our tours!”)

Easy to get to: CIAO’s is located right off Broadway at:

405 W. 7th St.

Little Rock, AR

372-0238

Take the Broadway exit towards downtown and take a right on 7th.  CIAO’s is located on that block on the right.  Hope to see you there.
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HAWGFISH SCUTTLEBUTT

IN GOD WE TRUST

Alan Malone

734 Good Springs Rd.

Heber Springs, AR 72543
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Our Creed





"To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in


the pursuit of their duties while serving their Country. That their


dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of 


motivation toward greater accomplishments. A pledge of loyalty and 


patriotism to the United States Government."





WW II Boats on Eternal Patrol








Sealion (SS-195)	        S-36 (SS-141)	    S-26 (SS-131)


Shark I (SS-174)	        Perch (SS-176)	    S-27 (SS-132)


Grunion (SS-216)	        S-39 (SS-144)	    Argonaut (SS-166)


Amberjack (SS-219)   Grampus (SS-207)	    Triton (SS-201)


Pickerel (SS-177)	        Grenadier (SS-210)	    Runner (SS-275)


R-12 (SS-89)	        Grayling (SS-209)	    Pompano (SS-181)


Cisco (SS-290)	        S-44 (SS-155)	    Dorado (SS-248)


Wahoo (SS-238)	        Corvina (SS-226)	    Scuplin (SS-191)


Capelin (SS-289)	        Scorpion (SS-278)  	    Grayback (SS-208)


Trout (SS-202)	        Tullibee (SS-284)	    Gugeon (SS-211)


Herring (SS-233)	        Golet (SS-361)	    S-28 (SS-133)


Robalo (SS-273)	        Filer (SS-250)	    Harder (SS-257)


Seawolf (SS-197)	        Darter (SS-227)	    Shark II (SS-314)


Tang (SS-306)	        Escolar (SS-294)	    Albacore (SS-218)


Growler (SS-215)	        Scamp (SS-277)	    Swordfish (SS-193)


Barbel (SS-316)	        Kete (SS-369)	    Trigger (SS-237)


Snook (SS-279)	        Lagarto (SS-371)	    Bonefish (SS-223)


Bullhead (SS-332)





Cold War Boats on Eternal Patrol





Scorpion (SSN-589)		                 Thresher (SSN-593)





Pledge of Allegiance





"I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America,


and to the Republic for which it stands, one Nation under God,


indivisible, with liberty and justice for all."
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