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July 2003

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Commanders Corner

Hello Again! It’s July and time for another news letter. 

This has been an interesting month for the base and all the projects we have going on. 

I’ll start by asking all of you to get your USSVI national ballots in to me as soon as possible. Traditional most bases do not participate in these and I would like to see this changed. USSVI is our organization and all of us are responsible for making it the best it can be.

On the same note it’s time we start thinking about our base leadership for next year. Although we do not have a base meeting this month we need to put our officers into nomination at our meeting in August. 

I would like to thank all of you that have put in time on the barges. There has been a lot completed and they are starting to look good. There is still a lot to do and your help is needed. If you have some free time and want to work let me or Jim Barnes know. We can get you on the barges with just 15 min. notices. I would also like to give a big THANK YOU to Jim Barnes who has worked just about every day on the barges. David Farmer also needs a big thanks for putting in a lot of hours.

For those of you who missed our last meeting in June we had a great cookout on the barges and we really enjoyed the camaraderie. We were joined by one of our new members Captain Scott Pursley USNR. Scott has started working with AIMM on our fund raising efforts. Thanks Scott.

This has been a very interesting month for the USS Razorback. After a lot of work the Turkey Navy has advised us that even if we spend the money ($1.8 M) to put her in the yards they could not certify her safe for sea and with that they would not be able to supply a crew to sail her back. They have also requested we take possession of her by the end of July and move her from the base in Gölcük. This put us in a big bind since we were not planning for this. Mayor Hays and I had a lot of meetings and talked to a number of people both here and in Turkey. We were able to find a company to tow her from Gölcük to New Orleans. We were also able to find a person in Turkey to take her and get her ready for tow. We were able to find an insurance company to insure her. I have contacted the Coast Guard and we have the go ahead for the upper Mississippi and Arkansas River. (We still have to apply for a safety zone.) I am still working on the lower river part. I have been in contact with the State Department and they are trying to get all the paperwork done by the end of the month. Mayor Hays has been able to get funding for the tow. He would like to get her to New Orleans and then evaluate her to see if we could sail her up the coast to New York and back with stops at different places. This will require addition funds and may not be feasible. We also do not have the funding to get her towed if necessary up the Mississippi and Arkansas River. There is still a lot up in the air but, the good news is (Baring any hang ups at the state department) the USS Razorback should be state side by September. This is a work in progress and changes daily. I will keep you posted as we find out more. 

Have a great rest of the summer and we will talk to all of you at the next meeting and be thinking about nominations for next year.

Z
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Treasurers Report

Hi guys

Here is the report for June 2003:

  $1411.83  Beginning Balance

    No Financial Activity

  $1411.83 Closing Balance

Take care,

WD
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Chaplains Office

Every thinking man, when he thinks, realizes that the teachings of the Bible are so interwoven with our whole civic and social life that it would be literally impossible for us to figure what life would be if those teachings were removed. We would lose almost all the standards by which we now judge both public and private morals; all standards towards which we, with more or less resolution, strive to raise ourselves.

Theodore Roosevelt

The Bible is a book in comparison with which all others in my eyes are of minor importance; and which in all my perplexities and distresses has never failed to give me light and strength.

Robert E. Lee
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Minutes of Last Meeting

Minutes of USS Razorback Base

June 21, 2003

The USS Razorback Base met in regular session on board the barges on the Arkansas River at 1620 hours, 21 June 2003, with 16 members and guest present.

Greg Zonner, Base Commander, opened meeting.

All hands present recited pledge of Allegiance.

David Farmer and Bob Christians did tolling of Bell ceremony.

A moment of silence was held for those shipmates on eternal patrol.

Base Chaplain, Carl Eubanks, led us in prayer.

Greg Zonner read the financial report in the absence of the Base Treasurer. Report excepted as read.

Audit report was given and excepted as given.

Jim Barnes, Base Yeoman, read minutes from last meeting. Minutes excepted as read.

Activities Committee Report

Anniversary dinner will be October 25, 2003 in Hot Springs somewhere in the downtown area, location not set as yet. Information will be in the July issue of Hawgfish Scuttlebutt. Will need a head count by 1 August 2003.

If there is enough interest we will go to Tunica, MS one weekend in July. Ray will supply information to go in newsletter.

A trip is planned to Murry’s dinner Theater for August, that information will be in the newsletter.

There will not be an activity in September as that is the convention in Reno.

The standing official workday for the barge is the second Friday and Saturday each month.

The 18 base members that attended the Travs game enjoyed a great time at the ballpark, and best of all the Travs won.

Membership is up to 91 at present time.

Carl now has patches from Turkey for sale. These patches are for the former USS Razorback and USS Tang.

Carl Schmidt gave a report on the opportunity to sponsor a Boot Camp Company in training at Great Lakes Naval Training Station. The men will wear T-shirts with the names of the eleven bases in the central district printed on them and carry a flag. The cost to the base in $50.00. The boots will graduate in September of 2003 and a party is planed for the graduation if we have 25 or more that would attend.

Motion and second to sponsor Boot Camp Company passed.

We had one new member in attendance, Scott Pursley. All hands introduced themselves and told what boats they were on.

Greg reported that the WWII Subvets would have one more formal meeting. It is scheduled for October at Eureka Springs. At their last meeting in Conway they gave the USS Razorback Base a check for the maintenance of the USS Snook memorial. The USS Snook Memorial will be moved to North Little Rock after the museum is constructed.

Update on USS Razorback, Mayor Hays has sent an official letter to Turkey requesting the USS Razorback go in the yard in September 2003. After the repairs she will arrive in North Little Rock in May 2004 with planned stops in Groton, New York, Norfolk, Charleston and other cities. Upon arrival in North Little Rock she will be moored outboard of the barges located on the Arkansas River near the Alltel Arena.

Greg expressed his thanks to all the guys who have worked on the barges. The work has been hot but a lot of fun. Much has been accomplished but we have a long way to go before they are ready.

Motion and second to adjourn, motion passed.

After the meeting adjourned a drawing was held for door prizes. Bob Christians won a book, Riley Stephens won a coin, Scott Pursley won an AIMM Shirt and Royce Meredith won a coin. We enjoyed a great afternoon on the patio on the barge with cool breezes, hamburgers, hot dogs and fellowship.

James W. Barnes

Base Yeoman
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Lost Boat History

USS AMBERJACK

SS 219
February 16, 1943 

74 Men Lost

Displacement: 


1870                               Tons Surfaced

 2424         Tons Submerged
Length: 

                    312 feet

Width:

                     27 Feet

Test Depth:
     300 Feet 
Speed: 

                         20.25 Knots Surfaced                      8.75 Knots Submerged
Range: 
10,000 miles surfaced
Torpedo Tubes: 
                             Six 21 Inch Forward Tubes            Four                  21        Inch Tubes Aft 

Guns: 


               (1) Three Inch-Fifty Cal
Crew: 


                  4 Officers                            54 Enlisted

Class:


           Gato

Keel laid by the Electric Boat Co., Groton, CT. 15 May 1941;
Launched 6 March 1942; Sponsored by Mrs. Randall Jacobs;
Commissioned 19 June 1942; Lcdr. John A. Bole, Jr. in command; 

After shakedown training in waters off New London, Conn., and Newport, R.I., USS AMBERJACK I (SS-219) got underway on 20 July, bound for the Pacific. She transited the Panama Canal and reached Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, on the 20th of August. Following training exercises, AMBERJACK I got underway for her first war patrol on 3 September. Two days later, she touched at Johnston Island to refuel and, later that day, resumed her voyage to her patrol area between the northeast coast of New Ireland and Bougainville, Solomon Islands. 

On 15 September, AMBERJACK was patrolling off Kavieng, New Ireland. Three days later, she made contact with a large Japanese transport escorted by a destroyer and fired a spread of four torpedoes at the vessels, but none hit. While patrolling in Bougainville Strait on the 19th, the submarine fired two torpedoes at an enemy freighter. The first hit under the target's bridge, and the second broke her keel in two. AMBERJACK was credited with having sunk the passenger-cargo vessel Shirogane Maru. 

The submarine made her next contact with Japanese shipping on 25 September, spotting a large cruiser escorted by a destroyer. However, before the submarine could get into position for an attack, the destroyer headed toward her and forced her to go deep. Several depth charges were dropped on the submarine, but they inflicted no damage. During the next few days, AMBERJACK reconnoitered Tau, Kilinailau, Greenwich, and Ocean Islands. 

AMBERJACK spotted a Japanese cruiser on the morning of 30 September and launched four torpedoes from her bow tubes. None hit, so she fired another two forward tubes shortly thereafter. These also went wide of the mark, and the cruiser escaped damage. One week later, the submarine was patrolling off Kavieng when she spotted smoke on the horizon. After a Japanese cargo ship sailed into view, AMBERJACK fired two torpedoes. One missed forward and the other hit the target's hull forward. The enemy ship was still able to continue under her own power and AMBERJACK took up pursuit. About one hour later, both sides opened fire with their deck guns but neither was within range of the other and they broke off fire. After two more hours of the chase, the submarine fired a slow speed torpedo, which hit its target five minutes later. The cargo vessel, later identified as Senkai Maru, swung left and seemed to stop. Its bow swung up in the air, the ship took a vertical position, and sank from sight shortly thereafter. Lifeboats carrying the cargo ship's survivors were later spotted as the submarine headed for Kavieng. 

While patrolling off Kavieng Harbor on 10 October, AMBERJACK spotted Japanese ships in the harbor and launched four torpedoes into the anchorage. One damaged a freighter and another damaged a large 13,500-ton whale factory, Tonan Maru II, which was being used to ferry airplanes. The vessel sank in shallow water, but was later salvaged, towed to Japan for repairs, and was returned to service. On 16 October, the submarine headed for Espiritu Santo for repairs to her ballast tanks and arrived there on the 19th. While undergoing repairs, she was assigned the task of hauling aviation gas, bombs, and personnel to Guadalcanal. While en route to the Solomons, her destination was changed to Tulagi. She arrived there on 25 October and unloaded her embarked troops and cargo under the cover of darkness. The next day, she set course for Brisbane, Australia, and reached that port on the 30th. 

After a refit alongside USS GRIFFIN (AS-13) and a series of training exercises, AMBERJACK began her second war patrol on 21 November. On the morning of 27 November, the submarine encountered two enemy destroyers, which were probably carrying supplies for Japanese forces on Guadalcanal. While launching four torpedoes from her stern tubes, the submarine heard the screws of a third ship crossing ahead of her bow. None of the torpedoes hit their target, and the submarine began to take action to avoid depth charges. Approximately two hours later, all sounds had faded away; and the submarine rose to the surface to look for signs of damage. She spotted nothing so she assumed a new station at the southern end of the eastern entrance to Shortland harbor. 

On 29 November, while on patrol 10 miles east of the Treasury Islands, AMBERJACK spotted a surfaced Japanese submarine. Before she could set up an attack, however, the enemy vessel rapidly drew away. She again saw a Japanese submarine on 3 December proceeding toward the entrance to Shortland harbor and sent four torpedoes toward the fleeing enemy, but all failed to hit. During the next one and one-half weeks, she made numerous ship contacts, but carried out no attacks. On 15 December, the submarine sighted a convoy consisting of four or five ships on a course for Rabaul and fired two torpedoes at a large freighter, one at a small tanker, and one more at a small freighter. However, she apparently inflicted no damage on any of the targets. 

Her next contact occurred on 20 December. While patrolling submerged, AMBERJACK began hearing a series of explosions, which drew closer and closer. She surfaced and saw two Japanese destroyer escorts, which soon thereafter began raining depth charges on the submarine. Within the space of one minute, six exploded close aboard, shook the vessel considerably, and caused numerous broken light bulbs forward. Some fittings mounted on the overhead were broken off, and several valves were sprung open. However, the submarine suffered no crippling damage and moved on to continue her patrol off the northeast coast of New Ireland. 

She spotted another Japanese ship on 3 January 1943, a destroyer which apparently was waiting to rendezvous with a convoy from the Palau Islands. The submarine was unable to attack the ship and, two days later, set a course for Brisbane. She reached that Australian port on 11 January and safely concluded her patrol. 

Following this patrol the submarine's period of refit was cut to 12 days due to the urgent need for submarines to patrol enemy infested waters. She got underway on 24 January but was forced to return to Brisbane for repair of minor leaks, which developed during a deep dive. AMBERJACK again departed Brisbane on the 26th and began her third patrol, which took her to waters surrounding the Solomon Islands. On 29 January, she was directed to pass close to Tetipari Island and then proceed to the northwest and patrol the approaches to Shetland harbor. 

On 1 February, the submarine was ordered to move north and patrol the western approaches to Buka Passage. She complied with these directions and made her first radio report on 3 February. AMBERJACK had made contact on 1 February with a Japanese submarine 14 miles southeast of the Treasury Islands. She also claimed to have sunk a two-masted schooner by gunfire at a position 20 miles from Buka on the afternoon of the 3d. At the time of this report, the submarine was ordered to move south along the Buka-to-Shortland shipping lane and to also patrol east of Vella Lavella. 

In a second radio transmission on 4 February, AMBERJACK reported having sunk a 5,000-ton freighter laden with explosives in a two-hour night surface attack on the 4th. During this engagement, one crewmember was killed by machinegun fire and one officer was wounded in the hand. On the 8th, the submarine was directed to move to the west side of Ganongga Island. Two days later, she moved south to cover the traffic routes from Rabaul and Buka to Shortland Island. 

The last radio transmission received from AMBERJACK was made on 14 February 1943. She related having been forced down the night before by two destroyers, and that she had recovered from the water and taken prisoner an enemy aviator on 13 February. She was ordered north of Lat. 6! -30'S, and told to keep hunting for Rabaul traffic. 

All further messages to AMBERJACK remained unanswered, and when, by 10 March, she had failed to make her routine report estimating the time of her arrival at base, she was ordered to do so. No reply was received, and she was reported as presumed lost on 22 March 1943. Last known location is 5.05S, 155.37E

Reports received from the enemy after the war record an attack that probably sank AMBERJACK. On 16 February 1943, the torpedo boat HIYODORI and sub-chaser #18 attacked a U.S. submarine with nine depth charges. An escorting patrol plane had previously attacked the submarine. A large amount of heavy oil and "parts of the hull" came to the surface. This attack is believed to have sunk AMBERJACK. However, no final conclusions can be drawn, since USS GRAMPUS II (SS-207) was lost in the same area at about the same time. From the evidence available, it is considered most likely that the attack of 16 February sank AMBERJACK, but if she did survive this attack, any one of the attacks and sightings thought to have been made on GRAMPUS might have been made on AMBERJACK. 

AMBERJACK won three battle stars for her World War II service.
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Return to Boot Camp

The 11 bases of District 5 are sponsoring a Boot Camp Company at Great Lakes Naval Training Center that will graduate September 19 2003 at 1000. The name of this boot company is, "United States Submarine Veterans Inc. District 5."

The boot company’s name and names of the 11 bases of District 5 will be on the Company Flag. Arrangements have been made where subvets and guests won't have any difficulty getting on the base.

We invite all National Officers,

Regional Directors, District Commanders, Base Commanders and the USSVI membership to join us on return to the boot camp where many of us started our Navy Careers. One of the Boot Company's Commanders will be a qualified submariner. These young men are the future leaders of the Submarine Service and Navy.

Scheduled activities are as follows:

September 18 2003 Lunch with the company in the mess hall. Visit with the recruits in the barracks in the afternoon.

September 19 2003 Graduation 1000 hours. Dinner with wives Friday evening in a local restaurant. Other activities on the base will also be arranged. I am looking into the possibility of having a hospitality room. Activities for the wives are being planned.

For those wishing to stay at the Navy Lodge I can make the reservations for you. Cost is $56.00 per night. I need your name and Social Security number to make reservations. Make payments when you arrive. For additional information you can call me past 1700 on weekdays or send me an e-mail at bonnynclyde@classicnet.net 

The Base Commander of Crash Dive Base is making the dinner reservation for September 19, 2003. He has requested that I give him a dinner count so as to make the necessary arrangements for the Dinner Activity.

Fraternally,

Carl Schmidt

District 5 Commander
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August Outing

Oklahoma is playing at Murray’s Dinner Theater August 5 through September 14. Ray is planning for Sunday matinee on August 17. The cost is $24.00 per person for the dinner and play. If you would like to go please contact Ray as soon as possible so he can make the reservations.
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Anniversary Dinner

Mary Christians and some of the other ladies are working on the anniversary Dinner. It will be October 25 in Hot Springs. No place has been set at this time but it will be at one of the down town hotels. Start making your plans now to attend, this is always a fun time. We have many new members to welcome aboard and get to know.
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From the Editor

For all of those of you who missed the last meeting, you missed a great time. We cooked hamburgers and hot dogs on the barge. The cool breeze made it very comfortable to set there in the shade and visit. Thanks to Greg for supplying the hamburgers hot dogs and all the trimmings. I have heard some comments that we should do it again, I’m all for that.

The work on the barges is coming along thanks to all those that give their time. For most of us it is hot and dirty work. Billy and Greg were taking down part of the ceiling; there was screws, conduit, metal, fiberglass insulation and plenty of dust. I could hear them coughing and trying to clear their throat.  “Mr. Clean” (Carl Eubanks) and his helper Scott were working on removing overhead heating and cooling units in the other barge. These units had the usual dirty air filters, dirt daubers nest, spiders and all the stuff that collects in condensate drains. When “Mr. Clean” finished there was not one speck of dust on his white shirt, the crease was still in his pants and I don’t think he had one drop of sweat on him. Miss June must have trained him well. I guess we will have to call Scott “Mr. Clean Jr.” I don’t think he was dirty either.

Thanks again to all those that have worked so hard, for the sandwiches and cold drinks that Jane and David Farmer have brought me. Thanks to Greg we never go hungry or thirsty when we have a workday. You need to come see the doors that “Bob the Cob” has installed good work Bob.

Ray took up tile floors in some of the offices, no fan and very little air circulation. He was so wet with sweat he looked like we had thrown him in the river. Jim Franks worked all one weekend pulling out conduit, ½” to 4” in diameter. Some of these jobs don’t sound to bad until you think of years of paint, rust and dust that build up. You have to chip the paint out of the screw heads before you can remove them; chip paint off the bolts before a wrench will fit on them. I have paid guys that did not work as hard as these fellows have. A thanks is so little but guys I really do appreciate all the hard work all of you have done.
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USS Snook Memorial

Bob Wight, Diamond Chapter of U S Submarine Veterans World War II, presents a check to Greg Zonner, USS Razorback Base USSVI, to move the USS Snook Memorial to AIMM. We of the USS Razorback Base are honored to have the responsibility of the care of the Memorial. Hopefully it will soon be placed in a place of honor near the USS Razorback and may our grand old flag wave over her from now on.
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Pictures

These are from the June meeting aboard the barges.

The big spot on the floor is the sun shinning through a hole in the roof. It didn’t slow down the fun.
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Next Meeting

Mark your calendar for the next meeting, August 23, 2003. This will be just before the convention in Reno. The meeting will be on the barges at 1600. The barges are starting to take shape so come out and look them over.
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Country Boy

A country lad comes to the big city. He sits down at the bar and sees a real beauty sitting at the other end. He tells the bartender to get a drink for her. "Don't bother dude, she's a lesbian." "I don't care!" says the lad, "Gimme the drink and I'll take it over myself..." So the lad slides up and sits down next to the lady and says.... "So babe, what part of Lesbia are you from?"
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2004 Calendars

2004 Submarine WW11 calendars are available from the Oklahoma Chapter at $6.00 plus postage. Order from Dale Wear, 1916 W. 65th Street, Tulsa Oklahoma, OK  74132-1931 or by phone at 918-446-9495  send payment after receiving your calendars, adding in postage.
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Gotcha

A young man and his date were parked on a back road some distance from town, doing what boys and girls do on back roads some distance from town.

Things were getting hot and heavy when the girl stopped the boy. "I really should have mentioned this earlier, but I'm actually a hooker and I charge $20 for sex," she said.

The guy just looked at her for a couple of seconds, but then reluctantly paid her, and they did their thing. After the cigarette, the boy just sat in the driver's seat looking out the window.

Why aren't we going anywhere?" asked the girl.

Well, I should have mentioned this before, but I'm actually a taxi driver, and the fare back to town is $25.
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Drinking from my saucer

I've never made a fortune, and it's probably too late now. 

But I don't worry about that much, I'm happy anyhow. 

And as I go along life's way, I'm reaping better than I sowed. 

I'm drinking from my saucer, 'Cause my cup has overflowed. 

Haven't got a lot of riches, and sometimes the going's tough. 

But I've got loving ones all around me, and that makes me rich enough. 

I thank God for his blessings, and the mercies He's bestowed. 

I'm drinking from my saucer, 'Cause my cup has overflowed. 

I remember times when things went wrong, My faith wore somewhat thin. 

But all at once the dark clouds broke, and the sun peeped through again. 

So Lord, help me not to gripe, about the tough rows I have hoed. 

I'm drinking from my saucer, 'Cause my cup has overflowed. 

If God gives me strength and courage, When the way grows steep and rough. 

I'll not ask for other blessings, I'm already blessed enough. 

And may I never be too busy, to help others bear their loads. 

Then I'll keep drinking from my saucer, 'Cause my cup has overflowed. 
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U S Submarines

During the 1,347 days of WWII, 465 skippers took 263 boats and 16,000 men out on 1736 war patrols, collectively spending 79,838 days at sea, of which 31,571 days were spent in operating areas where they attacked 4,114 merchant ships, firing 14,748 torpedoes and sinking 1,178 of them along with 214 Naval vessels. Of these, 52 boats and 3,617 men never returned. In this same period, the Germans lost 781 U-boats, the Japanese lost 130 and the Italians lost 85. 16,200 Japanese merchant seaman were killed and 53,400 wounded out of the total force of 122,000 by U.S submarines. A force of 2% of the U.S. Navy accounted for 55% of Japan's maritime losses.

Never in the annals of military history has there been a record of achievement to equal that of the United States Submarine Service during World War Two. With 1.6 percent of all naval personnel, the Submarine Service sank over fifty-five percent of all Japanese ships sunk, including one-third of all Japanese Men-of-war.

They also performed many other tasks such as carrying ammunition to Corregidor, evacuating the Philippine Government and all it's gold. Attacking enemy land positions, landing spotters and raiders on many islands. Rescuing downed US pilots, one of which was George Bush, later President of the United States.

Secret surveillance was another mission of US submarines. US submarines scouted every landing made during the war in the Pacific and on many occasions acted as 'point' for the invading forces guiding them to the invasion place.

The United States Submarine service had the Island of Japan isolated long before the end of the war. They were unable to supply their army in the field, or even sustain the economy of the home islands. It is questionable under those circumstances that the atomic bomb was really needed.

All of this was done under the strictest secrecy, most of it not revealed for more than forty years after the end of World War Two.

President Roosevelt (when told secretly of the success of our submarines) said, "I can only echo the words of Winston Churchill, "Never have so many owed so much to so few."

Itaki Ito, recorder for the military leaders of Japan, in his book The Rise and Fall of the (Imperial) Japanese Navy said, "The greatest mistake Japan made in the war was in not attacking the United States Submarines."

The price they paid for their successes was heavy. At over 20%, it was the highest mortality rate of any US service during World War Two.
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“Counter-terrorism experts say that Osama Bin Laden may be hiding secret messages on pornographic websites. You know what that means…Clinton could find this guy before Bush.”

Jay Leno
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Mosquito Tip

Pass this on to anyone who likes being out in the evening or is having a cook out. Here is a good thing for the summer, for those who like to sit enjoy the out of doors, but don't like those pesky mosquitoes. It was given at a gardening forum:

Put some water in a white dinner plate and add just a couple of drops of Lemon Fresh Joy dishwashing soap. Set the dish on a porch or patio. Not sure what attracts them, the lemon smell, the white color, or what, but mosquitoes flock to it, and drop dead, or fall into the water, or on the floor within about 10 ft. Works just super.

Enjoy the mosquito free summer!!!!
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Movie Buff

If you are a submarine movie buff this might be of interest. You can put in your experiences and let your shipmates know what really happened.

http://submarinesailor.com/history/trivia/movieboats.htm 
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We Are Submarine Sailors

     We are not the first of them and we will not be the last. Our heritage runs back to the first submarine. This heritage line continues forward into an unseen future. Each generation is trained by the one before. This will remain so until there is no more use for submarines, which will be never.

     If one of us goes aboard a new or old submarine, we are comfortable with the men there. For they are us and we are them. Stand us in a line in all our dress uniforms or naked in our coffins, we are the same. We are and forever will be submarine sailors. We are one. We can have everything taken from us, uniforms, medals, our sanity and our lives, but we will always be recognized by others and ourselves as a submariner. This status can not be removed from us. Our Dolphins worn on our chests then, hung on our walls now, or later pinned on moldering uniforms in our graves mark us forever. We are first, last, and always men that stepped forward and worked long and hard to become what we are. We are unique among sailors for we sail down deep into dark and always

Dangerous waters. We do this not with foolhardy go-to-hell bravery, but with cool calculation and care. We challenge the dangers with training and practice. We know that the time for bravery will come when two shipmates close themselves in a flooding compartment, knowing that the whole boat and crew depends on them to control the flooding.

     We believe in each other, because we must. Alone at sea, the crew and a pressure hull are all we have to reach the surface again. Men with confidence in each other dive and surface submarines countless times. Each man trained by others holds the lives of those shipmates in his hands. Dolphins are the symbol of this tradition.

     Submarine hulls have numbers and men have hearts and souls. We carry those numbers in our hearts in life, and they mark our souls in death. Silver or Gold, Dolphins are the symbol of this. To us Dolphins are it, no other symbol matters or means anything as important as they do.
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Duck!!!

Donald Duck and Minnie Mouse were spending the night in a hotel room Donald wanted to have sex with Minnie. The first thing Minnie asked was "Do you have a condom?" Donald frowned and said "No" Minnie told Donald that if he didn't get a condom they could not have sex. "Maybe they sell them at the front desk" she suggested So Donald went down to the lobby and asked the hotel clerk if they had condoms "Yes, we do," the clerk said, and pulled one out from under the counter and gave it to Donald. The clerk asked, "Would you like me to put that on your bill?" "No!" Donald yelled. "What kind of a pervert do you think I am?"
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Interesting History

Next time you are washing your hands and complain because the water temperature isn't just how you like it, think about how things were in the 1500s:

----------------------------------------------

Most people got married in June because they took their yearly bath in May and still smelled pretty good by June. However, they were starting to smell so brides carried a bouquet of flowers to hide the body odor. Hence the custom of carrying a bouquet when getting married. Baths consisted of big tubs filled with hot water. The man of the house had the privilege of nice clean water, then all the other sons and men, then the women and finally the children -- last of all the babies. By then the water was so dirty you could actually lose someone in it, hence the saying, "Don't throw the baby out with the bath water."

----------------------------------------------Houses had thatched roofs thick straw piled high, with no wood underneath. It was the only place for animals to get warm so all the dogs, cats and other small animals (mice, bugs) lived in the roof. When it rained it became slippery, and sometimes the animals would slip and fall off the roof hence the saying, "It's raining cats and dogs."

----------------------------------------------There was nothing to stop things from falling into the house. This posed a real problem where bugs and other droppings could really mess up your clean bed. Hence, a bed with big posts and a sheet hung over the top afforded some protection. That's how canopy beds came into existence.  The floor was dirt. Only the wealthy had something other than dirt. Hence the saying, "Dirt poor."

----------------------------------------------The wealthy had slate floors that would get slippery in the winter when wet, so they spread thresh (straw) on the floor to help keep their footing. As the winter wore on, they kept adding more thresh until, when you opened the door it would all start slipping outside. A piece of wood was placed in the entranceway, hence a "threshold."

----------------------------------------------In those old days they cooked in a kitchen with a big kettle that always hung over the fire. Every day they lit the fire and added things to the pot. They ate mostly vegetables and didn't get much meat. They would eat the stew for dinner, leaving leftovers in the pot to get cold overnight and then start over the next day. Sometimes the stew had food in it that had been there for quite a while hence the rhyme, "Peas porridge hot, peas porridge cold, peas porridge in the pot, nine days old."

----------------------------------------------Sometimes they could obtain pork, which made them feel quite special. When visitors came, they would hang up their bacon to show off. It was a sign of wealth that the man could "bring home the bacon." They would cut off a little to share with guests and would all sit around and "chew the fat."

----------------------------------------------Those with money had plates made of pewter. Food with high acid content caused some of the lead to leach into the food, causing lead poisoning and death. This happened most often with tomatoes, so for the next 400 years or so tomatoes were considered poisonous.

----------------------------------------------Bread was divided according to status. Workers got the burnt bottom of the loaf, family got the middle, and guests got the top or "upper crust".

----------------------------------------------Lead cups were used to drink ale or whisky. The combination would sometimes knock them out for a couple of days. Someone walking along the road would take them for dead and prepare them for burial. They were laid out on the kitchen table for a couple of days and the family would gather around and eat and drink and wait to see if they would wake up hence the custom of holding a "wake".

$$$$$$$$$$

National Election

Be sure and vote in the USSVI national election. These ballots need to be returned to Greg Zonner as soon as possible. For the information of all members, only those members qualified in submarines are eligible to vote in national elections. Associate members are eligible to vote in USS Razorback Base elections. Associate members may hold appointed offices but not elected offices.

$$$$$$$$$$

USS Razorback Base Officers

With the nominations for base officers coming up this is a reminder of who our current officers are:

Base Commander

Greg Zonner

Base Vice Commander

James R. Stephens

Base Treasurer / Historian

Wendell Dedmon

Chief of the Boat

Robert C. Christians

Chaplain

Carl L. Eubanks

Be thinking of whom you would like to nominate for next year. If you would like to run for office next year be ready to place your name in the pot at the next meeting, August 23, 2003 aboard the barges at 1600.

$$$$$$$$$$

Sign at an Optometrist’s Office

“If you don’t see what you’re looking for, you’ve come to the right place.”

$$$$$$$$$$

Sign on a Maternity Room door:

“Push. Push. Push”

DON’T FORGET TO VOTE

Hawgfish Scuttlebutt                                                                                  In God We Trust

James W. Barnes

2103 Wright Avenue

Benton, AR 72015
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Our Creed





"To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in


the pursuit of their duties while serving their Country. That their


dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of 


motivation toward greater accomplishments. A pledge of loyalty and 


patriotism to the United States Government."





WW II Boats on Eternal Patrol








Sealion (SS-195)	              S-36 (SS-141)		   S-26 (SS-131)


Shark I (SS-174)	              Perch (SS-176)		   S-27 (SS-132)


Grunion (SS-216)	              S-39 (SS-144)		  Argonaut (SS-166)


Amberjack (SS-219)         Grampus (SS-207)	   Triton (SS-201)


Pickerel (SS-177)	              Grenadier (SS-210)	   Runner (SS-275)


R-12 (SS-89)	              Grayling (SS-209)	   Pompano (SS-181)


Cisco (SS-290)	              S-44 (SS-155)		   Dorado (SS-248)


Wahoo (SS-238)	              Corvina (SS-226)	                 Scuplin (SS-191)


Capelin (SS-289)	              Scorpion (SS-278)  	   Grayback (SS-208)


Trout (SS-202)	              Tullibee (SS-284)	                 Gugeon (SS-211)


Herring (SS-233)	              Golet (SS-361)		   S-28 (SS-133)


Robalo (SS-273)	              Filer (SS-250)		   Harder (SS-257)


Seawolf (SS-197)	              Darter (SS-227)	                 Shark II (SS-314)


Tang (SS-306)	              Escolar (SS-294)	                 Albacore (SS-218)


Growler (SS-215)	              Scamp (SS-277)		  Swordfish (SS-193)


Barbel (SS-316)	              Kete (SS-369)	                Trigger (SS-237)


Snook (SS-279)	              Lagarto (SS-317)	                Bonefish (SS-223)


Bullhead (SS-332)





Cold War Boats on Eternal Patrol





Scorpion (SSN-589)				 Thresher (SSN-593)








Pledge of Allegiance





"I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America,


and to the Republic for which it stands, one Nation under God,


indivisible, with liberty and justice for all."
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