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Current Executive Committee:

	Base Commander
	Ray Wewers
	raywewers@suddenlink.net
	(479) 967-5541

	Vice Commander
	Paul Honeck
	phoneck@centurytel.net
	(501) 241-0691

	COB
	Joe Mathis
	usnjrm@yahoo.com
	(501) 565-6021

	Chaplain
	Carl Schmidt
	bonnynclyde@classicnet.net
	(501) 843-7855

	Treasurer
	Greg Schwerman
	gschwerman@comcast.net
	(501) 804-0386

	Yeoman
	Bonny Zonner
	zonner394@horizonbroadband.net
	(501) 316-6641

	Webmaster
	Greg Zonner
	zonner632@horizonbroadband.net
	(501) 316-6641

	Membership
	John Barr
	jcbarr@aristotle.net
	(501) 663-6622

	Storekeeper
	Bob Christians
	bobchristians@sbcglobal.net
	(501)-922-1586

	Holland Club
	Lee Huss
	lee393sub@sbcglobal.net
	(501) 922-1216

	Memorials/Ceremonies
	Billy Hollaway
	retldousn@earthlink.net
	(501) 758-3266


* Upcoming Events:

July 28, 2007, 1600 Base meeting at American Legion Hut in Little Rock

August---date to be determined---Play at Murry’s Dinner Theater or The Rep

September 15-22----National Convention---Alaska Cruise

July 2007

Commander’s Corner
Razorback is now partially air-conditioned.  On June12 and 13, Rood Heat and Air employees from Russellville, AR  installed two geo-thermal heat pumps on Razorback.  The two units were made possible through financial donations made by Chief James Mason ($1000), the family of Torpedoman Chief Ed Feeley  ($4000) and the Razorback Base ($5000).  AIMM has spent $3558 on electrical cable, conduit, disconnect switches and breakers to support the four planned units.   The two units have performed well so far but the hot days of summer are still ahead of us. The first two units were installed in the superstructure above the Forward Battery compartment and above the Crews’ Quarters in After Battery.  The units tie into the existing boat’s ventilation ducts to distribute conditioned air into the Forward Battery and Forward Torpedo Room and the Crews Quarters, Crews Mess and Control Room.  The Control Room recirc fan distributes the air throughout the Control Room and Conning Tower.  We are still seeking contributions to purchase the remaining two units to be installed over the Forward Engine Room and Maneuvering Room to cool those compartments aft of the Crews Quarters.  There is a fund set up in the USSVI Charitable Foundation for Razorback Air-conditioning.  All contributions are tax deductible and may be sent to:

USSVI Charitable Foundation,

P. O. Box 3870

Silverdale, WA 98383-3870

On your check, be sure to note in the memo “Razorback Air-Conditioning Fund”.  The base will request the money for use in funding Air-Conditioning Components only.

Those of you who didn’t attend the Annual campout/picnic the weekend of June 22-24 certainly missed a great time.  There were 12 of us who enjoyed Jim Stephens’s hamburgers and hot dogs on Friday night.  Saturday morning, Greg Schwerman gave those who were interested a tour of the hydro electric power plant at the Dardanelle Dam.  It was very interesting and Greg did a great tour for us.  Thanks, Greg.  On Saturday, there were 32 who had lunch consisting of barbeque brisket and chicken prepared by Jim Stephens.  Among these 32, were Joe Taylor and his family from Snook Base in Northwest Arkansas.  It was great to have a representation from the Snook Base.  We had a short meeting and voted to pay Rood Heating and Air the $5200 for one of the geo-thermal units on Razorback and approved a payment of $500 to the USSVI Charitable Foundation for our 2007 donation.  Some members and families toured the Lake Dardanelle Visitors Center and some took a ride on a pontoon boat with Frenchie Richard from Scranton.  All in all it was great until about 1630 it began to rain and we scrambled to get under the tent and hang more tarps to keep ourselves dry.  It rained about 1 ¼ inches in less than an hour.  That evening after the rain, those who were still around ate some of Jim’s barbeque pulled pork.  Needless to say there were no hungry people that night.  Of course, there were many sea stories told during the day and everyone seemed to enjoy themselves.

Commander’s Corner Continued on page 3.
Submarines Lost During the Month of July

USS G 2 (SS 27) 30 Jul 1919.  Three men lost.

USS Runner (SS-275) 1-Jul-1943.  All hands lost (78).

USS S-28 (SS-133) 4-Jul-1944.  All hands lost (50).

USS Robalo (SS-273) 26-Jul-1944.  All hands lost (84).

USS ROBALO (SS 273) July 26, 1944 - 81 Men Lost

ROBALO under Cmdr. M.M. Kimmel, departed Fremantle on June 22, 1944 to conduct her third war patrol in the South China Sea in the vicinity of the Natuna Islands. After traversing Makassar and Balabac Straits, she was to arrive on station about July 6th and stay there until dark on August 2, 1944.

On July 2nd a contact report stated ROBALO had sighted a Fuso-class battle ship with air cover and two destroyers for escort, just east of Borneo. No other messages were received from ROBALO and when she did not return from patrol, she was reported as presumed lost.
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The following information was received via the Philippine guerrillas and an U.S. Navy enlisted man who was a prisoner of war at Puerto Princesa Prison Camp, Palawan, P.I. On August 2, 1944, a note dropped from the window of the prison cell in which survivors from ROBALO were held was picked up by an American soldier in a work detail and given to H.D. Hough, Y2c, USN, another prisoner. On 4 August, Hough contacted Mrs. Trinidad Mendosa, wife of guerrilla leader Dr. Mendosa, who furnished further information on the survivors. From these sources, he put together the following facts.

ROBALO was sunk July 26, 1944, two miles off the western coast of Palawan Island as a result of an explosion of her after battery. Four men swam ashore, an officer and three enlisted men: Samuel L. Tucker, Ens.; Floyd G. Laughlin, QM1c; Wallace K. Martin, SM3c, and Mason C. Poston, EM2c. They made their way through the jungles to a small barrio northwest of the Puerto Princesa camp. They were captured there by Japanese Military Police, and confined in the jail. They were held for guerrilla activities rather than as prisoners of war, it is said. On August 15, 1944, a Japanese destroyer evacuated them, and nothing further is known of their destination or whereabouts. The Japanese may have executed them or the destroyer may have been sunk. At any rate, they were never recovered and their note stated that there were no other survivors.

It is doubted that a battery explosion could be sufficiently violent to cause the sinking of the ship; more likely ROBALO struck an enemy mine.

In her first patrol, in the area west of the Philippines, ROBALO damaged a large enemy freighter. Her second patrol was in the South China Sea near Indo-China where she sank a 7,500-ton tanker.
Commander’s Corner Con’t:
Sunday morning, Jim fed us eggs, sausage, biscuits, sausage gravy and mini muffins.  Jim really outdid himself this year and we really do appreciate all the work did for us this weekend.  Thanks to all who brought side dishes since without them we couldn’t have stuffed ourselves as well as we did.

Work continues in replacement of deteriorated steel in the superstructure and clean up of old painted and rusted areas in the forward superstructure.  All are invited to come down and try your hands in the chipping process.  As for work days, we are dispensing with them on Saturdays during  July and August due to the intense heat and volume of tours.

I hope everyone had a safe and enjoyable Fourth of July.  This holiday is one of the most important for America and we should all reflect on what our founding fathers did for us by setting us free and setting up the guidelines for how our country should conduct itself.

Our next meeting will be on July 28 at 1600 at the American Legion Hut in Little Rock on East Capitol.  Please make an effort to attend the meetings.  The health of an organization is determined by the participation of its members.  We will have the meeting at 1600 followed by a dinner served by the Legion staff.

We will have our August social activity at Murry’s Dinner Theater in August.  The date and time will be announced later.  The play during August is “Singing in the Rain”.  For those of you who have not attended this function in the past, it is a very enjoyable time and the plays have always been good.  As soon as we have a date fixed I will send out information for you to make your plans.

As you might notice from the base treasurer’s report, we are doing pretty well financially but just to make our meetings more interesting, I would like to have a raffle at each meeting but need ideas on what to raffle.  50/50 raffle or some article from stores or some items that you have at home and don’t know what to do with.  All ideas are welcome, so let me know your thoughts.

If anyone is interested in the National Convention Alaska Cruise, there are still cabins available.  At last count, there were 1613 subvets and families registered.  Holland America has declared the Oosterdam chartered so it will be all subvets and families.  If you are interested and just haven’t gotten to it, you can go to the USSVI website and get information on how to register and the cost of the cruise and the shore excursions that are available.

In your kindness, please remember Jane Farmer in your thoughts and prayers after the loss of David.

Ray Wewers, Base Commander

^^^^^

Eternal Patrol Sailors Rest Your Oar

When I Am gone, release me, let me go…

I have so many things to see and do.

You mustn’t tie yourself to me with tears;

Be happy that we had so many years.

I give to you my love, you can only guess

How much you gave to me in happiness

I thank you for the love that you have shown

But now it’s time to travel on alone.

So grieve a while for me if grieve you must;

Then let you grief be comforted by trust,

It’s only for a while that we must part

So bless the memories within your heart,

I won’t be far away, for life goes on;

So if you need me, call and I will come,

Though you can’t see or touch me, I’ll be near.

And if you listen with your heart, you’ll hear,

All my love around you soft and clear,

And then when you come this way alone,

I’ll greet you with a smile and say…

Welcome home.

Author Unknown

Carl Schmidt

Base Chaplain
^^^^^

Article Update:

I believe a primary rule of a reporter is to check their sources for accuracy. Thank goodness I’m not a reporter or anything resembling a newspaper editor, but I still have a level of accountability when including articles in the Hawgfish.  It was brought to my attention that the article in last month’s newsletter about the USS Scorpion was filled with misinformation (the article was forwarded to me from another base member). That being said, I received an email from a reliable source regarding inaccuracies in the article. I appreciate Wayne’s insight and feedback.  As I replied to Wayne, I never intended to mislead or diminish the events surrounding the sinking of the USS Scorpion.  Wayne gave his consent for his email to be put into this month Hawgfish. 

Shipmate David,

I enjoyed reading the June 07 Hawgfish Scuttlebutt except for the article about USS Scorpion. That article is so misleading and deserves no space in your otherwise fine Newsletter.

First of all, the SCORPION did not sink in the Mediterranean. She actually sank South of the Azores in the Atlantic. At that time I happened to be in a job where I had personal knowledge of where she was and what her mission was.

The SCORPION wreck site has been visited at least four times and there are numerous photos of the wreckage. Some parts have even been recovered. There is no evidence of an external or internal explosion.

It has never been conclusively determined what happened but something caused the Boat to exceed crush depth.

Here are a few facts documented by photographic evidence:

(1) The Bow compartment (Torpedo Room) is intact and severed from the OPS compartment at frame 26.

(2) The Fairwater (Sail) is separated from the hull and lies on its Port side. The planes are on about 5/10 degree down angle and the Starboard running light is rigged out. Number two periscope and two other masts are in the up position.

(3) The propeller and shaft are separated from the hull and located several hundred yards away.

(4) The engine room actually telescoped about 50 feet into the adjoining hull and the rudder and stern planes are visible at the aft end of Auxiliary Machinery room.

(5) The Operations compartment is basically demolished and appears to be the result on implosion.

For all Qualified Submariners who are interested in the SCORPION story I highly recommend the book "SILENT STEEL", copyright 2006 by Stephen P. Johnson and published by Wiley and Sons, Hoboken, N.J. This is the most comprehensive account I have seen and the pictures are included.

On a personal note, I lost friends on that boat and the man who commanded the DSRV TRIEST II and first went two miles under the Atlantic and photographed the wreck was and still is a friend of mine.

Green Board Shipmate,

Wayne

^^^^^

Treasures Report: July 2007

	BEGINNING BAL.:
	$6190.93

	DEPOSITS:
	

	Dues Collected
	$  180.00

	TOTAL DEPOSITS:
	$  180.00

	EXPENSES:
	

	USSVI Dues
	$    40.00

	Chaplains Exp.
	$    68.62

	Base Campout
	$  135.46

	TOTAL EXPENSES:
	$  244.08

	ENDING BALANCE:
	$6126.85

	CHARITYS
	

	Boat AC Fund
	$5165.00

	Deposits
	$1750.00

	Expenses
	$5200.00

	ENDING BALANCE
	$1715.00

	Base Charity Fund
	$2500.00

	Donation to USSVI Charitable Fund
	$  500.00

	Ending Balance
	$2000.00

	TOTAL IN BASE FUNDS
	$9841.85


Submitted by: Greg Schwerman

Base Treasurer

^^^^^

Navy News
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THE RAZORBACK IS NOW AIR-CONDITIONED! Two units are installed.  Two more are in her future as soon as we obtain the money for them. Rood Heating and Air of Russellville, AR installed 2 three ton geo-thermal heat pumps on the Razorback.  One unit is installed above the Forward Battery and cools the Forward Battery and Forward Torpedo rooms.  The units are ducted into the existing ventilation ducts.  The other unit is installed above the Crews' Berthing and cool the Berthing area, Crews' Mess and into the Control Room.  It will be necessary to run the Control Room Recirc Fan which is the only operable onboard fan on the boat.

The two units are mounted in the superstructure and out of sight with the geo-thermal heat exchangers hung from the adjacent barge at a depth of six to eight feet.  The installation crews were professional and did an excellent job of installing these units.  None of the crew had ever been near a submarine.

I believe the Razorback is the only submarine in the world that is heated and cooled with geo-thermal heat pumps. Thanks to all who contributed to the air-conditioning fund for the Razorback.  Without you, we could not have accomplished this feat.  Any others who would like to contribute, you are welcome to do so as we need another $12000 to install the other two units.  We are working with the State department of Veterans Affairs and local Senators to obtain contributions from their coffers.

^^^^^

Britain launches massive sub that can hear a ship from across the Atlantic 
06/08/07

She is four years late and a massive £900million over-budget. But when the Royal Navy's super-sub HMS Astute finally arrived, she made for an awesome sight. More complex than the space shuttle, and able to circumnavigate the globe without surfacing, the 7,400-ton monster is the largest and deadliest hunter-killer submarine ever built. 

The Duchess of Cornwall cracked a bottle of beer – brewed by the sub's crew – on her prow to officially name the "boat", in Navy jargon, before she was gingerly wheeled out of her shed at the stately speed of one metre per minute. The specifications for Britain 's biggest submarine make for mind- boggling reading, but it was the sheer size of the black behemoth which made its mark on the 10,000 dockyard workers, schoolchildren, VIPs and Navy personnel invited to the ceremony in Barrow-in-Furness , Cumbria. As long as a football pitch, at 318ft, and as wide as four double-decker buses, HMS Astute is a third longer than any sub which has gone before. 
Her nuclear-powered engine will propel her through the water at more than 20 knots, yet the UK 's first stealth sub makes less noise than a baby dolphin, making her as good as undetectable by enemy ships. Astute's sonar is so advanced that if she was lying in the English Channel she would be able to detect ships leaving New York harbour 3,000 nautical miles away (although the details of how she can do this are classified). The nuclear reactor will never need refueling, and with an ability to make oxygen and drinking water out of sea water, the sub could stay underwater for its entire 25-year lifespan were it not for the needs of the crew. Once she goes into operation in 2009, Astute will carry a 98-man crew and stay at sea for 12 weeks on a routine patrol. She will carry 38 Tomahawk cruise missiles, with a range of 1,240 miles, meaning Astute could attack targets in North Africa with pinpoint accuracy while sitting off the coast of Plymouth. 

Spearfish torpedoes will also be on board for attacking ships and other subs. But Astute will not carry nuclear weapons – the UK 's Trident missiles are launched from the Vanguard class of submarines. The Navy's submarine chief Captain Mike Davis-Marks said: "The Astute class of submarines will quite simply be unbeatable worldwide for many years to come. 
"Astute will have a capability that will keep us right at the top of the premiership of the world's navies – the Manchester United of submarine nations. With our proud heritage, Britain deserves nothing less."
Astute is the first of four vessels to be built by BAE Systems at a total cost of £3.85billion, or £960million each. 
She will be joined by HMS Ambush, HMS Artful and HMS Audacious, with an option for a further three subs to come. Defence procurement minister Lord Drayson called Astute "a truly remarkable vessel" whose importance "cannot be over-estimated". As the Duchess of Cornwall named the sub – the first such ceremony she has carried out – she said: "As an admiral's wife myself, I am delighted to be in Barrow-in-Furness today for the naming and launching of Astute. I shall follow her progress with particular interest and hope to see her in the near future."
She was presented with a retriever puppy, similar to one which appears on the Astute's crest, which will be donated to Guide Dogs for the Blind. The boat, which will replace the Swiftsure and Trafalgar classes, will be gently lowered into the water. It will eventually be based in Faslane on the Clyde in Scotland.
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The massive submarine is slowly moved into position
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Camilla officially launched the submarine at the ceremony
Bernie Kenyon
Columbus SubVets Base
^^^^^

CPO NEWS

MCPON Wants CPO Degree Requirement Scrubbed

Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy (SW/FMF) Joe Campa has recommended that Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Mike Mullen drop the college degree requirement for chief petty officers, according to deck-plate sources.

Currently, chiefs to be considered by the April 2010 senior chief selection

board must have completed an associate degree by Oct. 1, 2009. Last fall Campa said he was taking a look at the policy in view of the requirements for surge deployments and individual augmentee duty.

Adm. Mullen is expected to act on the recommendation soon, although neither he nor Campa have commented on the issue.

^^^^^
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July Birthdays

July 1st – Walter Gossfeld

July 1st – Sheri Grove

July 3rd – Michael Rainwater

July 6th – Ron Gorence

July 6th – Tom Hardin

July 10th – John Harrel Jr.

July 10th – Mary Christians

July 11th – Bill Garrison

July 12th – Jim Flanders

July 16th – A. Meredith

July 19th – Dave Higgins

July 22nd – David Grove

July 24th – Robert Mattson

July 26th – Hutch Hutchinson

Happy Birthday!

^^^^^

Websites to checkout

Blue Angles:
http://www.bentbay.dk/blue_angels.htm
This is a fitting Independence Day tribute - worth 5 minutes of your time.

http://www.youtube.com/v/ervaMPt4Ha0&autoplay=1
History behind Patriotic Melodies

America the Beautiful

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cocoon/ihas/loc.natlib.ihas.200000001/
Anchors Aweigh

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cocoon/ihas/loc.natlib.ihas.200000002/
The Army Goes Rolling Along

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cocoon/ihas/loc.natlib.ihas.200000019/
Battle Hymn of the Republic

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cocoon/ihas/loc.natlib.ihas.200000003/
God Bless America

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cocoon/ihas/loc.natlib.ihas.200000007/
Hail to the Chief

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cocoon/ihas/loc.natlib.ihas.200000009/
My Country 'Tis of Thee

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cocoon/ihas/loc.natlib.ihas.200000012/
Star Spangled Banner

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cocoon/ihas/loc.natlib.ihas.200000017/
Stars and Stripes Forever

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cocoon/ihas/loc.natlib.ihas.200000018/
This Land is Your Land

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cocoon/ihas/loc.natlib.ihas.200000022/
When Johnny Comes Marching Home Again

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cocoon/ihas/loc.natlib.ihas.200000024/
Yankee Doodle

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cocoon/ihas/loc.natlib.ihas.200000025/
The Yankee Doodle Boy

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cocoon/ihas/loc.natlib.ihas.200000020/
You're a Grand Old Flag

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cocoon/ihas/loc.natlib.ihas.200000026/
Working Party?
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HAPPY 4th of JULY!
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HAWGFISH SCUTTLEBUTT

IN GOD WE TRUST

David Grove

144 White Oak Ln.

Little Rock, AR 72227

Dgrove2000@sbcglobal.net
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Our Creed





"To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in


the pursuit of their duties while serving their Country. That their


dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of 


motivation toward greater accomplishments. A pledge of loyalty and 


patriotism to the United States Government."





WW II Boats on Eternal Patrol








Sealion (SS-195)	        S-36 (SS-141)		S-26 (SS-131)


Shark I (SS-174)	        Perch (SS-176)	S-27 (SS-132)


Grunion (SS-216)	        S-39 (SS-144)		Argonaut (SS-166)


Amberjack (SS-219)        Grampus (SS-207)	Triton (SS-201)


Pickerel (SS-177)	        Grenadier (SS-210)	Runner (SS-275)


R-12 (SS-89)	        Grayling (SS-209)	Pompano (SS-181)


Cisco (SS-290)	        S-44 (SS-155)		Dorado (SS-248)


Wahoo (SS-238)	        Corvina (SS-226)	Scuplin (SS-191)


Capelin (SS-289)	        Scorpion (SS-278)  	Grayback (SS-208)


Trout (SS-202)	        Tullibee (SS-284)	Gugeon (SS-211)


Herring (SS-233)	        Golet (SS-361)		S-28 (SS-133)


Robalo (SS-273)	        Filer (SS-250)		Harder (SS-257)


Seawolf (SS-197)	        Darter (SS-227)	Shark II (SS-314)


Tang (SS-306)	        Escolar (SS-294)	Albacore (SS-218)


Growler (SS-215)	        Scamp (SS-277)	Swordfish (SS-193)


Barbel (SS-316)	        Kete (SS-369)		Trigger (SS-237)


Snook (SS-279)	        Lagarto (SS-371)	Bonefish (SS-223)


Bullhead (SS-332)





Cold War Boats on Eternal Patrol





Scorpion (SSN-589)			Thresher (SSN-593)





Pledge of Allegiance





"I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America,


and to the Republic for which it stands, one Nation under God,


indivisible, with liberty and justice for all."
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