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Current Executive Committee:

	Base Commander
	Ray Wewers
	raywewers@suddenlink.net
	(479) 967-5541

	Vice Commander
	Paul Honeck
	phoneck@centurytel.net
	(501) 241-0691

	COB
	Joe Mathis
	usnjrm@yahoo.com
	(501) 565-6021

	Chaplain
	Carl Schmidt
	bonnynclyde@classicnet.net
	(501) 843-7855

	Treasurer
	Greg Schwerman
	gschwerman@comcast.net
	(501) 804-0386

	Yeoman
	Bonny Zonner
	zonner394@horizonbroadband.net
	(501) 316-6641

	Webmaster
	Greg Zonner
	zonner632@horizonbroadband.net
	(501) 316-6641

	Membership
	John Barr
	jcbarr@aristotle.net
	(501) 663-6622

	Storekeeper
	Ray Wewers
	raywewers@cox.net
	(479) 967-5541

	Holland Club
	Lee Huss
	lee393sub@sbcglobal.net
	(501) 922-1216

	Memorials/Ceremonies
	Billy Hollaway
	retldousn@earthlink.net
	(501) 758-3266


* Upcoming Events:

July 28, 2007, 1600 Base meeting at American Legion Hut in Little Rock

August---date to be determined---Play at Murry’s Dinner Theater or The Rep

September 15-22----National Convention---Alaska Cruise

June 2007

Commander’s Corner

As the month of May comes to a close, and once again one of our shipmates has reported for eternal patrol.  Dave Farmer was a dedicated member of the Razorback Base who loved to be involved in the tours on the Razorback.  When he could no longer make his way through the boat, he would sit on the barge and talk to the tourists about the submarine force and the Razorback. Later, he could be seen in the old museum greeting and visiting with all who came through the doors. Dave will be missed but now he is free of the worldly pains and illnesses that plagued him these last few years. Our prayers are with Jane and his family.

Now that school is out and vacation time is here, we urge all members to take extra precautions during their travels. We hope that some of you will spend time with us on the Razorback this summer preparing her for a new paint job and other maintenance activities she so sorely needs. With tours being conducted from Thursdays through Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays are the only real free days to be able to do major work without  impeding movement of guests on and through the boat. However, there are other things that can be attended to on weekends. It can be a very rewarding activity to come and work on the Razorback and be able to say “I helped to preserve her for future generations”.  Several crewmembers have returned to visit and are very appreciative of the work that has been done and many wish they lived close enough to be able to help with the restoration.  So your efforts will not go unheeded.

We are moving forward with air-conditioning the boat with geo-thermal heat pumps.  The condensing units that will be supported from the barges in the river have arrived and the openings for three of the units have been identified.  The heat pumps themselves have been ordered and should be in the hands of the installer this week, 5/29/2007. We are striving to have some of the boat air conditioned by the end of June. We have hit a few bumps along the road but now have been able to get four units for the price of $5200 each and installation of the units will be done at no cost by Rood Heating and Air of Russellville, AR. Installation will begin as Rood has the time and manpower to accomplish this. Donations still continue to come in for this fund and every one is greatly appreciated. Carl Schmidt solicited and received a donation from his local dentist. Donations now total $11750 but we need $25000 for completing the project with materials that will be needed to mount the units.

Carl Schmidt who is now the Central District Commander has asked the USSVI Charitable Foundation to set up a Razorback Air-conditioning fund. All donations to this fund are tax-deductible and can only be used for Air-Conditioning of the Razorback. However, if more than enough money is collected, there is a clause that states any monies over and above the air-conditioning needs may be used for other restoration projects on the Razorback. 

Commander’s Corner Continued on page 3.
Submarines Lost During the Month of May

USS O-9 (SS-70) 20-Jun-1941.  34 men lost.

USS S-27 (SS-132) 19-Jun-1942.  No loss of crew.

USS R-12 (SS-89) 12-Jun-1943.  All hands lost (42).

USS Herring (SS-233) 1-Jun-1944.  All hands lost (80).

USS Golet (SS-361) 14-Jun-1944.  All hands lost (82).

USS Bonefish (SS-223) 18-Jun-1945.  All hands lost (86).

USS HERRING (SS 233) June 1, 1944 - 83 Men Lost

HERRING, under Lt. Cmdr. D. Zabriskie, Jr., left Pearl Harbor on May 16, 1944 to conduct her eighth patrol in the Kurkle Islands. On May 21st she topped off with fuel at Midway and departed for the Kurile region. No word was received from HERRING direct after her departure from Midway, but she did accomplish a rendezvous with BARB on May 21, 1944. 

These two boats were to patrol the Kurile Islands area cooperatively, and at the rendezvous, as recorded in BARB’s report of her eighth war patrol, the areas for which each was to be responsible were delineated. A few hours after leaving HWERRING early on the afternoon of May 31st, BARB made contact with two Japanese merchantmen. While developing the contacts BARB heard distant depth charging, which she took as an indication that HERRING was making an attack. 

Later that evening BARB picked up a prisoner who revealed that HERING had sunk the escort vessel of the convoy BARB had been attacking. The ship sunk was ISHIGAKI, a new type DE built in 1942, and it was sunk with one torpedo hit. The sinking resulted in the scattering of the three-ship convoy and two ships, which subsequently passed near BARB, were sunk by her. Post-war information reveals that HERRING sank the third merchantman of the convoy. 
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On June 3, 1944 orders were sent to BARB and HERRING directing them to stay outside of a restricted area in which friendly surface ships would be operating during the Marianas Campaign. A receipt was required for this message, but none was heard from HERRING. BARB was unable to contact her after May 31st. Consequently on June 27th, Midway was directed to post a sharp lookout for HERRING, which might be returning without ability to transmit by radio, and was expected by July 3rd or 4th. When she had not appeared by July 13, 1944, HERRING was reported as presumed lost. 

Japanese information indicates that HERRING was sunk on June 1, 1944, two kilometers south of Point Tagan on Matsuwa Island in the Kurlies. The report sates that two merchant ships, HIBURI MARU and IWAKI MARU, were sunk by American torpedoes while at anchor at Matsuwa. In a counterattack, a shore battery scored two direct hits on the conning tower, and “bubbles covered an area about 5 meters wide, and heavy oil covered an area of approximately 15 miles.” The position of this attack was around 150 miles from the position where HERRING met BARB: the attack occurred on the day after the BARB picked up her prisoner. BARB and HERRING were the only U.S. submarines in the area at the time and BARB did not make attacks reported by BARB and by the Japanese, HERRING has been credited with four ships and 13,202 tons sunk for her last patrol. 

For her first seven patrols, HERRING sank nine ships, totaling 45,200 tons, and damaged two, totaling an additional 8,400 tons. Her first four patrols were in the Atlantic, the first three off the coast of Spain, and the fourth near Iceland. The first netted an Axis freighter, while on the second HERRING saw no enemy ships. Her third patrol saw her sink Nazi U-163 and her fourth was again unproductive of enemy targets. Her fifth patrol was the passage from the United Kingdom, where she had been based for her Atlantic patrols, to New London, Conn., thence to Pearl Harbor. She patrolled the East China Sea on her sixth war run, and sank two large transports, a freighter, and a small escort type vessel. HERRING’s seventh patrol was in the area just south of the Japanese home islands; here she damaged a destroyer type vessel. 

Commander’s Corner Con’t:

Expenditures from this fund will be approved by the Base Commander and a majority of the Razorback Restoration Committee members. There will be more information forthcoming on this fund and how you may contribute to it.

June is our month for the annual Base campout and picnic. This year the campout will be held at the Lake Dardanelle State Park in Russellville the weekend of June 22-24. If you don’t camp, there are motels available to spend a night or two in Russellville. A special invitation is extended to the Snook and Diamond Bases to join with us. The schedule for activities is as follows:

-Friday- Members begin arriving and setting up RV’s and tents.

-1730 or so, Jim Stephens will cook hamburgers and hot dogs

-After dinner, we will sit around a campfire and tell sea stories.

-Saturday - Breakfast on your own.

-1000 ---Tour the Lake Dardanelle Visitor Center

-1300- Potluck featuring Jim Stephens’ famous BBQ.

-After lunch-Short meeting with presentation of Base Shipmate of the year awards

-Evening is free to do as you please or just sit around and tell more sea stories. At dark, we will probably make Smores or eat leftovers

-Sunday- 0900-Jim Stephens will fire up the grill for breakfast.

Jim Stephens has volunteered to provide the barbeque meat this year, but we will have to bring other items of food, such as chips, pickles, buns, beans, etc. There will be a mailing and email out the second week of June to ask you to bring something for the potluck. Please let me know if you are coming and how many in your party so Jim can get enough food for us and so we can divvy up the potluck items. raywewers@suddenlink.net or 479-967-5541. You will be asked to bring your own alcoholic beverages.

Motels in the area are:

Hampton Inn-479-858-7199

Fairfield Inn-479-967-9030

Holiday Inn-479-968-4300

These are all located at Exit 81 in Russellville.

If anyone is interested in going on the Cruise, there are still 111 cabins available. To date there are over 1600 SubVets and families signed up.

Again, I ask all to put in some time on the Razorback with maintenance activities.

^^^^^

Treasures Report: May 2007

	BEGINNING BAL.:
	$6025.93

	DEPOSITS:
	

	Dues Collected
	$  165.00

	
	

	TOTAL DEPOSITS:
	$  165.00

	EXPENSES:
	

	
	

	TOTAL EXPENSES:
	00.00

	ENDING BALANCE:
	$6190.93

	CHARITYS
	

	Boat AC Fund

Deposit = $165.00
	$5165.00

	Base Charity Fund
	$2500.00


Submitted by: Greg Schwerman

Base Treasurer

^^^^^

Navy News
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Local Author Exposes Cold War Cover-Up

(NEWS HERALD-PANAMA CITY 07 MAY 07), David Angier

Twenty-five years ago, Ed Offley stumbled into a story that ultimately could rewrite the way history views the Cold War. The USS Scorpion nuclear submarine sank in the Mediterranean Sea in May 1968 with the loss of all 99 men on board. For decades, the sinking was considered to be one of the great unsolved naval mysteries of all time. On May 27, 1968, the Scorpion failed to arrive in port at Norfolk, Va., at its scheduled time. The Pentagon immediately launched a massive search operation, which concluded a week later with the presumption that the submarine was lost with all hands. "When I tripped over the topic 15 years later that's what I thought," Offley, a Panama City Beach resident and News Herald reporter, said Thursday. "At that time, it was an all but forgotten story about 99 sailors that had died mysteriously." The Scorpion's wreckage was found months later in the Mediterranean Sea. A board of inquiry reviewed available information and concluded that it didn't know what caused the sinking.

In 1983, Offley was preparing an anniversary retrospective of the Scorpion for the Norfolk Ledger Star when he lined up an interview with retired Vice Adm. Arnold Schade, who gave him his first clue that this was a much bigger story. "I set up this telephone interview and I went into it with not a suspicion," Offley said. "Because I believed it was an accident, I wasn't trying to trip him up into telling me a lie. It was very non-confrontational. He warmed up to me and walked me through this horrible week that happened in May 1968." But during the interview, Schade let on that the search for the Scorpion was under way five days before the official search began. Five days before the government set in motion a very public search, a very private one had been on for some time.

Before Offley wrote his retrospective, he got confirmation of Schade's account and broke that in his story. A year later, after gaining access to declassified documents, Offley broke another story saying the Scorpion was sunk by its own malfunctioning torpedo. "We published this major story and I was feeling pretty good about myself," he said. "The next day, the newspaper's production supervisor came up to me with this malicious grin on his face. He told me it was a great story, but too bad I got the wrong cause for the sinking." The production manager was in his second career at that point, after spending 20 years in the Navy. In 1968 he was the admiral's flag yeoman with access to all the top-secret documents at that time. "He told me the Russians sank the Scorpion," Offley said. The sinking was in retaliation, Offley said, for a mid-sea collision between U.S. and Soviet subs that resulted in the sinking of a Russian submarine. Offley wasn't able to confirm that for another 14 years. He'd always thought he would put this information together for a book and was meticulous in keeping his records. Last year, a publisher agreed to the project and Offley spent nine months writing the book. He didn't have the final piece in place, however, until February, when he got confirmation of the most significant evidence of the sinking so far. Since the 1950s, Offley learned, the government has had underwater tracking stations set up around the world. The technicians who monitor these recordings not only can distinguish submarine sounds, but pinpoint the exact submarine they're listening to.

The Scorpion's last minutes were recorded and Offley got access to two people who had analyzed the recordings. They told him the recordings showed an underwater confrontation between the Scorpion and a Soviet sub that ended with the Russians firing a torpedo. For five minutes, the Scorpion dodged the torpedo, but couldn't escape.  Offley said the government can, and probably will, refute his findings. "I don't care. I don't care," he said. "I have dozens of sailors – people who were there for key moments in that story - and supportive proof that makes up a counter narrative that I am more confident in as the truth than the 'we don't know what happened' that is the official government position." 

^^^^^

A SHORT HISTORY OF SUBMARINE PAY

(THANKS TEDDY!)

Should Teddy Roosevelt be the patron saint of submariners? Roosevelt was the first American President to go aboard a submarine and to make a dive. Roosevelt ventured beneath the waters of Long Island Sound aboard USS Plunger (SS 2) on March 25, 1905. Plunger was the United States’ second submarine, commissioned in September 1903.

Beyond this historical first, however, is the fact that Roosevelt was the man directly responsible for submarine pay. The Naval hierarchy in 1905 considered submarine duty, neither unusual nor dangerous, and classified it as shore duty. Therefore, submariners received twenty-five percent less pay than sailors going to sea in Destroyers, Cruisers and similar surface ships.

Roosevelt’s two-hour trip on Plunger convinced him that this discrimination was unfair. He described submarine duty as hazardous and difficult, and he found that submariners “have to be trained to the highest possible point as well as to show iron nerve in order to be of any use in their positions…”

Roosevelt directed that officer service on submarines be equated with duty on surface ships. Enlisted men qualified in submarines were to receive ten dollars per month in addition to the pay of their rating. They were also to be paid a dollar for every day in which they were submerged while underway. Enlisted men assigned to submarines but not yet qualified received an additional five dollars per month.

Roosevelt did not dilly-dally once he made a decision. He issued an Executive Order directing the extra pay for enlisted personnel. This was the beginning of submarine pay! FROM THE SACRAMENTO CHAPTER PERISCOPE
^^^^^

Say 'Bye, Bye' in Swedish!

Norman Polmar, May 25, 2007

The Swedish Navy submarine Gotland, which has worked with U.S. naval forces off San Diego since June 2005, will soon be returning to Sweden.

The U.S. Navy had "leased" the submarine -- the Swedes note that only actual expenses have been charged -- to help train U.S. anti-submarine forces to cope with modern, non-nuclear submarines.

The Gotland is a modern submarine, completed in 1996, with Air-Independent Propulsion (AIP) in which two Stirling 75-kilowatt external combustion engines propel the craft and/or charge her batteries without the need to operate (noisy) diesel engines. Submarines with various forms of AIP are being acquired by several countries.


Late in June the Gotland will be loaded aboard a heavy-lift ship and returned to Sweden. While she was operating from San Diego the Gotland was manned by crews that rotated on a regular basis by air from Sweden. Her crew included female officers and sailors. The submarine provided more than 250 underway days during the two years.

While details of the Gotland's performance against U.S. fleet units is classified, earlier Lieutenant Commander Jan Westas, captain of the Gotland's Blue Crew, said that U.S. ASW forces "have had a very difficult time finding us."

Unofficial reports cite a total failure of U.S. carrier battle groups to locate the submarine until the Gotland signaled her position.


Negotiations are now underway with Chile to provide a diesel-electric submarine to operate from San Diego for 90- to 120-day periods. On the Atlantic coast, Colombia and Peru have been sending submarines north for sustained ASW training, normally operating out of Mayport, Florida, for periods up to 180 days.  Currently negotiations are underway to assign a Brazilian submarine to the Atlantic Fleet for sustained periods for ASW training.


However, these submarines are not AIP craft; hence they must use their diesel engines (snorkel) on a regular basis, making them vulnerable to detection by U.S. ASW forces.  Most experts agree that the current U.S. anti-submarine forces cannot cope with advanced AIP-type submarines.

^^^^^

ETERNAL PATROL

David C Farmer went on Eternal Patrol on May 26, 2007. He joined the Navy in 1950 and retired as QMC (SS) in 1970. He qualified on the USS Picuda (SS 382) and he served on the USS Seacat (SS 399) and USS Marlin (SST 2). David is survived by his wife Jane and children, Charlotte Burtts of Jacksonville Arkansas; Paul Farmer of North Little Rock Arkansas; and Cheryl Zerell of Maumelle, Arkansas. They also have four grandchildren. The Farmers had been married 50 years. David was a charter member of the USS Razorback Base. David put in many hours working on the USS Razorback SS-394 and as a tour guide taking visitors through the USS Razorback. You will be missed by all that knew you. REST YOU OAR SHIPMATE.
^^^^^
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June Birthdays

June 4th – William Butler

June 6th – Robert Denis

June 7th – John Barr

June 8th – Marv Blair

June 9th – Ron Hines

June 14th – Gerald Carlson

June 15th – Terence Murphy

June 17th – Curtis Borud

June 20th – William Wiedeman

June 20th – Bruce Schick

June 20th – William Smith

June 21st – Carl Schmidt

June 23rd – Hal Butler

June 17th – James Franks

Happy Birthday!

^^^^^

USS Nevada Sailor Saves Woman's Life - Navy News-PO3 Grube-5/29/07

Silverdale, WA. -A USS Nevada (SSBN 733)(Blue) Sailor received the Navy/Marine Corps Commendation Medal on May 24, for saving a woman’s life at Naval Base (NB) Kitsap Deterrent Park.

Lt.j.g. Travon Santerre carried Jennifer Stiffler to his car and drove her to the hospital while she was having seizures, April 15. The doctors said his actions directly contributed to saving her life. “I was out in town when a couple approached me and said a friend of theirs had hit her head and was in trouble,” said Santerre. “While I helped Jennifer, the other girl was getting sick and the guy was frozen with shock from what was happening.”

When Santerre approached Stiffler and began helping her she said to him, “I don’t want to die.” He said that’s when his Navy training kicked in. “My training directly contributed to how I handled the situation,” said Santerre. “I was able to take control and remain calm. In the submariner community, we are trained to handle high stress situations on an everyday basis, so I never once got overwhelmed or felt there was nothing I could do. Though I’m no doctor, I kept her airways clear and got her to the center as quickly as I could.”

His Navy training aside, Nevada Chief of the Boat, Master Chief Rusty Staub, said Santerre has a positive attitude which he brings with him wherever he goes. “Santerre loves what he does,” said Staub. “He loves people and he loves life. It makes me proud to be a part of the same ship with him.” 

Though Santerre could not see her throughout the evening, he stayed at the hospital all night to continue speaking with her doctors. The next morning Santerre used Stiffler’s phone to notify her family of what had happened. “The first thing I remember is waking up with an oxygen tube on,” said Stiffler. “It was very scary, but I got a chance to speak to Travon a few days later. He is just a good guy and helped me when my friends couldn’t.”

From his efforts of putting Stiffler into the car to take her to Harrison Medical Center, Santerre sustained a back injury which has kept him in bed since the event. The entire crew of the Nevada has joined forces to help him with a speedy recovery. “I can’t thank the crew enough,” said Santerre. “They’ve done my laundry and brought me food. They’ve really banded together to help me. The medical support has been great and my crew’s support has been great. Everyone has really supported me.”

In the end Stiffler had nothing but praise for Santerre and the Navy community. “I always knew Sailors were out there saving lives, but to have it happen to me is different,” said Stiffler. “I am eternally thankful of what he did.”

For Santerre it was all in a hard days work. “When someone tells you they think they are going to die you do what is necessary to help them,” said Santerre. “You do what you’re trained to do which is put on a tough face and get the job done. I’m just glad I was at the right place at the right time to do the right thing.”

^^^^^

Brass Monkey (A Monkey’s Tale)

It was necessary to keep a good supply of cannonballs near the cannon on war ships. But how to prevent them from rolling about the deck was the problem. The best storage method devised was to stack them as a square based pyramid, with one ball on the top, resting on four, resting on nine, which rested on sixteen in a small area right next to the cannon.

There was only one problem- how to prevent the bottom layer from sliding/rolling from under the others. The solution was a metal plate with 16 round indentations, called a “Monkey”. But if this plate was made of iron, the iron balls would quickly rust to it. The solution to the rusting problem was to make “Brass Monkeys”. Few landlubbers realize that brass contracts much more and much faster than iron when chilled. Consequently, when the temperature dropped too far, the brass indentations would shrink so much that the iron cannon balls would come right off the monkey.

Thus it was quite literally; cold enough to freeze the balls off a brass monkey. And all this time, you thought that was a vulgar expression, didn’t you? Submitted by Rick Larson – Columbus Base

^^^^^

SubVet Commuters
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FATHER’S DAY June 17th
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HAWGFISH SCUTTLEBUTT

IN GOD WE TRUST

David Grove

144 White Oak Ln.

Little Rock, AR 72227

Dgrove2000@sbcglobal.net

[image: image7.png]




 EMBED Word.Picture.8  [image: image8.wmf] 












Published monthly by the USS Razorback Base of the United States Submarine Veterans, Inc.





Base Commander, Ray Wewers


479-967-5541; � HYPERLINK "mailto:raywewers@suddenlink.net" ��raywewers@suddenlink.net�


Editor, David Grove


501-223-0698; � HYPERLINK "dgrove2000@sbcglobal.net" ��dgrove2000@sbcglobal.net�








Our Creed





"To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in


the pursuit of their duties while serving their Country. That their


dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of 


motivation toward greater accomplishments. A pledge of loyalty and 


patriotism to the United States Government."





WW II Boats on Eternal Patrol








Sealion (SS-195)	        S-36 (SS-141)		S-26 (SS-131)


Shark I (SS-174)	        Perch (SS-176)	S-27 (SS-132)


Grunion (SS-216)	        S-39 (SS-144)		Argonaut (SS-166)


Amberjack (SS-219)        Grampus (SS-207)	Triton (SS-201)


Pickerel (SS-177)	        Grenadier (SS-210)	Runner (SS-275)


R-12 (SS-89)	        Grayling (SS-209)	Pompano (SS-181)


Cisco (SS-290)	        S-44 (SS-155)		Dorado (SS-248)


Wahoo (SS-238)	        Corvina (SS-226)	Scuplin (SS-191)


Capelin (SS-289)	        Scorpion (SS-278)  	Grayback (SS-208)


Trout (SS-202)	        Tullibee (SS-284)	Gugeon (SS-211)


Herring (SS-233)	        Golet (SS-361)		S-28 (SS-133)


Robalo (SS-273)	        Filer (SS-250)		Harder (SS-257)


Seawolf (SS-197)	        Darter (SS-227)	Shark II (SS-314)


Tang (SS-306)	        Escolar (SS-294)	Albacore (SS-218)


Growler (SS-215)	        Scamp (SS-277)	Swordfish (SS-193)


Barbel (SS-316)	        Kete (SS-369)		Trigger (SS-237)


Snook (SS-279)	        Lagarto (SS-371)	Bonefish (SS-223)


Bullhead (SS-332)





Cold War Boats on Eternal Patrol





Scorpion (SSN-589)			Thresher (SSN-593)





Pledge of Allegiance





"I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America,


and to the Republic for which it stands, one Nation under God,


indivisible, with liberty and justice for all."
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