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Current Executive Committee:

	Base Commander
	Ray Wewers
	raywewers@suddenlink.net
	(479) 967-5541

	Vice Commander
	Paul Honeck
	phoneck@centurytel.net
	(501) 241-0691

	COB
	Joe Mathis
	usnjrm@yahoo.com
	(501) 565-6021

	Chaplain
	Carl Schmidt
	bonnynclyde@classicnet.net
	(501) 843-7855

	Treasurer
	Greg Schwerman
	gschwerman@suddenlink.net
	(501) 804-0386

	Yeoman
	Jane Farmer
	dcfarmert2@sbcglobal.net
	(501) 753-8824

	Webmaster
	Greg Zonner
	zonner632@horizonbroadband.net
	(501) 316-6641

	Membership
	John Barr
	jcbarr@aristotle.net
	(501) 663-6622

	Storekeeper
	Billy Hollaway
	retldousn@earthlink.net
	(501) 758-3266

	Holland Club
	Lee Huss
	lee393sub@sbcglobal.net
	(501) 922-1216

	Memorials/Ceremonies
	Billy Hollaway
	retldousn@earthlink.net
	(501) 758-3266


Upcoming Events:

· Campout June 27-29 at Lake Dardanelle State Park
June 2008

Commander’s Corner

As we enter the summer time of the year and the heat is building up, we look back at the recent Central Region District One meeting held in North Little Rock on May 30-June 1. It was a great weekend with 8 bases represented along with the National Junior Vice Commander and the Master Chief Submarine Force. The weekend could not have been successful without the participation and attendance of so many Razorback Base members. Again, you showed what our base really is and it stood out all weekend. One base commander said he is going to bring some of his members down to show them how to do things right. In the future, we will be working on recruiting methods that were discussed at the meetings, not to say John is not doing his job. The attendees were amazed at the number of members our base has and how many actually participate in our activities. So kudos to our base members for another successful activity.

Our next activity will be our annual campout at Lake Dardanelle State Park in Russellville on June 27-29. We will again begin with a cookout on Friday night with hamburgers, chips etc., along with smores later in the evening around the campfire. Maybe we can simulate fire unless the weather cools off significantly. Saturday will be breakfast on your own and for lunch we will have Jim Stephens’ barbeque and famous beans along with potluck that other base members will bring. A list of needs will come out later on the website so watch for it. After lunch, we will have a short meeting and then we are free until a dinner of leftovers and normally there are plenty. Sunday morning we will have breakfast cooked by Jim Stephens consisting of eggs, sausage or bacon, biscuits, gravy and coffee. Also, I will post a list of motels on the website for your use. So mark your calendars and watch the website. Please let me know if you will attend so we can prepare the proper amount of food, raywewers@suddenlink.net or 479-967-5541.

As you know, I have been forwarding all POC broadcasts to members by email in the past. Some people (nationwide) have complained about getting these on email and our transmitter from National is now recognized by AOL as a spam distributor. So in the future, all POC broadcasts will be posted on the USSVI website under the link “subvet news”. So please check your website periodically to view these broadcasts of interest. Some of them may not interest you but others will give you important information about your organization.

Next month, the ballots for the election of our national officers will be available on line. For those who do not have access to online ballots, you will receive a paper ballot in the mail. Please read the write ups in the current American Submariner about our nominees for the positions of National Officers. Also there will be several amendments to our National Constitution and Bylaws on the ballot. These changes should be published shortly and I encourage you to look them over before you vote.  But, whatever you do, please vote as this is your organization and you have the right to voice your choice.

Here’s hoping to see many of you at the campout.

Ray Wewers,

Base Commander 
Submarines Lost/Damaged During the Month of June
USS O-9 (SS-70) 20-Jun-1941.  34 men lost.

USS S-27 (SS-132) 19-Jun-1942.  No loss of crew.

USS R-12 (SS-89) 12-Jun-1943.  All hands lost (42).

USS Herring (SS-233) 1-Jun-1944.  All hands lost (80).

USS Golet (SS-361) 14-Jun-1944.  All hands lost (82).

USS Bonefish (SS-223) 18-Jun-1945.  All hands lost (86).

USS GOLET (SS 361)

June 14, 1944 – All Hands Lost - 82
USS Golet (SS-361), a Gato-class submarine, was the only ship of the United States Navy to be named for the golet, a California trout. Her keel was laid down by the Manitowoc Shipbuilding Company of Manitowoc, Wisconsin. She was launched on 1 August 1943 sponsored by Mrs. Wiley, wife of United States Senator Alexander Wiley of Wisconsin, and commissioned on 30 November 1943 with Lieutenant Commander James M. Clement in command.

Golet departed Manitowoc 19 December 1943 via the Mississippi River for New Orleans, Louisiana, arriving 28 December. After shakedown training at Panama and final battle practice in Hawaiian waters, she departed Pearl Harbor on 18 March 1944 for her maiden war patrol off the Kurile Islands chain, Southern Hokkaidō and Eastern Honshū, Japan. Severe combinations of fog, rain and ice were encountered and only one ship worth a torpedo came into view. This enemy proved too fast for Golet to gain torpedo range; she returned to Midway Island on 3 May 1944.

Lieutenant James S. Clark took command of Golet, departed Midway Island on 28 May 1944 to patrol off northern Honshū, Japan, and was never heard from again.

Golet had been scheduled to depart her area on 5 July and was expected at Midway Island about 12 July or 13 July. She failed to acknowledge a message sent her on 9 July and was presumed lost 26 July 1944.

Japanese antisubmarine records available after the war revealed that Golet was the probable victim of a Japanese antisubmarine attack made 14 June 1944. These records mention that the attack brought up corks, rafts, and other debris and a heavy pool of oil, all evidence of the sinking of a submarine. See also List of U.S. Navy losses in World War II.
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Famous Submarine Accident has Arkansas Connection

A photo is available on the AIMM Blog

“On May 23, 1939, while conducting routine training, the newly commissioned submarine USS Squalus (SS-192) suffered a catastrophic main induction valve failure and sank.

The main induction valves are the valves that allow air into the submarine for the main diesel engines. When the submarine submerges, the diesel engines are turned off and the induction valves are closed. In 1920, the failure to close the main induction valve on submarine S-5 (SS-110) cause the submarine to sink. Fortunately, the crew was able to escape.

Despite the many new safety features installed aboard submarines in the nearly 20 years following the S-5 accident, somehow, the main induction aboard Squalus failed, allowing the four compartments in the back of the submarine to flood, killing 26 men.

The partially flooded submarine sank to the bottom, coming to rest in 240 feet of water, beyond the normal limits of the diving technology of the day. The crew deployed the submarine's forward Emergency Buoy and her exact location was quickly determined. Rescue ships arrived and 41 hours after the initial accident, the 32 men who survived the initial accident were rescued without further harm.

The Arkansas Connection

Among the men stationed aboard Squalus was Torpedoman First Class Sherman Luther Shirley, a graduate of North Little Rock High School.

Torpedoman Shirley was planning to marry a young lady he had met in the area and a fellow crewmember, Electrician's Mate Lloyd B. Maness, was to be his best man.

Unfortunately, Torpedoman Shirley was among the 26 men killed.”

^^^^^
Forgotten Submarine of World War II

USS O-9 (SS-70), a 500-ton submarine, was commissioned in 1918.

During the First World War, she operated along the Atlantic coast. Although she was sent to Britain for combat, the war ended before she reached Europe.

After serving as a training ship, she was decommissioned in 1931 and spent the next ten years in reserve status in Philadelphia, PA.

As American involvement in the Second World War loomed, production of new submarines was greatly increased, with nearly 100 submarines on order by early 1941. In early 1941, nine O-class submarines, including O-9 returned to active duty to serve as training vessels for the many new officers and crewmembers that the fleet would need.

On the morning of 20 June, 1941, O-9 submerged as part of her recommissioning. She failed to surface.

By that evening, debris from the submarine's interior was recovered, indicating that she had suffered a hull rupture and that the entire crew had almost certainly perished. Despite this, Navy divers attempted to locate the sunken submarine, diving to 432 feet and pushing their equipment far beyond the 300-foot limit that was the design depth at the time. Given the extreme depth and the apparent damage to the submarine, rescue efforts were terminated and a memorial was held on 22 June, 1941.
O-9's exact location was lost to time, but in 1997, Klein Sonar (now L-3 Communications - Klein Associates, Inc.) located the wreckage using side-scan sonar.

The forward hull is intact, but the entire hull abaft the conning tower has been crushed by water pressure. Her diving planes are level, indicating she suffered a flooding accident while near her test depth of 200 feet (the water depth is 432 feet).

The exact location of the wreck has been kept secret and is known only the a few people in the US Navy.

In 2005, the History Channel premiered an episode of "Deep Sea Detectives" titled "The USS O-9: The Forgotten Sub of WWII".

(I have pictures for this story as well, if you want them…)

Greg Stitz
Curator
Arkansas Inland Maritime Museum
www.aimm.museum
Home of USS Razorback (SS-394)
501-371-8320
^^^^^
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“A Street In Time” was presented by the Sixth grade class of Walnut Ridge Middle School on May 23, 2008, under the leadership of Mrs. Archer and Mrs. Pierce. Mrs. Pierce and the Bobcats have been actively involved with the Razorback from the time it left Turkey until present. They traced its journey across the Atlantic Ocean and followed the adventures of “Sea Bird” with much interest. When the Razorback made her grand entry into North Little Rock the Bobcats were there to welcome her home. They have done a “Tolling of the Bell” ceremony in the auditorium for the remainder of the school. On one occasion they marked out the dimensions of the Razorback on the parking lot so they could better understand the size of her. There has been a renewed interest in the USS Razorback with the beginning of each school year and new class members. Base members Greg Zonner, Shorty Hagerman and Jim Barnes have visited the school. 

On Friday May 23 four of the former crewmembers of the USS Razorback and two USS Razorback Base members met at Walnut Ridge Middle School for a skit about the USS Razorback. Well not the actual crewmembers or Base members but students playing the parts. They wrote their own material and performed their skit for the school, parents, grandparents and community leaders. The skit was well received and the class did a great job.

The players were:

Brandi Gates    as Max Bassett

Johnna Rogers as Carl Schmidt

Cole Hicks        as Capt Joe Talbert

Gage Ditto        as Jim Franks

Ariel Moore      as Ray Wewers

Anna Bland       as Maurice Barksdale

^^^^^
Memorial Day, 26 May 2008

Members of USS RAZORBACK Base attended Memorial Day services at the Arkansas State Veterans Cemetery in North Little Rock.
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Bessie Dedmon, wife of Life Member Wendell Dedmon, tossed a wreath to honor those veterans lost at sea. 

A short memorial service was held at the USS SNOOK WWII Memorial near AIMM to post a wreath to commemorate the boat’s loss in April 1945.
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Front Row, L-R:  Greg Zonner, Jim Mason, Carl Schmidt, Greg Schwerman, Ray Wewers, Gene Prohl

^^^^^
A little Humor!

A Texas Chili Contest

A Yankee who filled in as a judge at a Texan Chili Cookoff contest. 

Warning - If you can read this whole story without laughing out loud, then there's no hope for you. I was crying by the end.

Note: Please take time to read this slowly. If you pay attention to the first two judges, the reaction of the third judge is even better. For those of you who have lived in Texas, you know how true this is. They actually have a chili cook-off about the time Halloween comes around. It takes up a major portion of a parking lot at the San Antonio city park.

The notes are from an inexperienced chili taster named Frank, who was visiting from Springfield, IL.

Frank: "Recently, I was honored to be selected as a judge at a chili cooking contest. The original person called in sick at the last moment and I happened to be standing there at the judge's table asking for directions to the Coors Light truck, when the call came in. I was assured by the other two judges (native Texans) that the chili wouldn't be all that spicy and, besides, they told me I could have free beer during the tasting, so I accepted." Here are the scorecards from the advent: (Frank is Judge #3)

Chili # 1 Eddie's Maniac Monster Chili...
Judge # 1:  A little too heavy on the tomato. Amusing kick.

Judge # 2:  Nice, smooth tomato flavor. Very mild.

Judge # 3:  (Frank) What the hell is this stuff?! You could remove dried paint from your driveway. Took me two beers to put out the flames. I hope that's the worst one. These Texans are crazy!

Chili # 2 Austin's Afterburner Chili...

Judge # 1:  Smoky, with a hint of pork. Slight jalapeno tang.

Judge # 2:  Exciting BBQ flavor; needs more peppers to be taken seriously.

Judge # 3:  Keep this out of the reach of children. I'm not sure what I'm supposed to taste besides pain. I had to wave off two people who wanted to give me the Heimlich maneuver. They had to rush in more beer when they saw the look on my face.

Chili # 3 Ronny's Famous Burn Down the Barn Chili...

Judge # 1:  Excellent firehouse chili. Great kick. Needs more beans.

Judge # 2:  A bean less chili, a bit salty, good use of peppers.

Judge # 3:  Call the EPA. I've located a uranium spill. My nose feels like I have been snorting Drano. Everyone knows the routine by now. Get me more beer before I ignite. Barmaid pounded me on the back, now my backbone is in the front part of my chest. I'm getting pie-eyed from all of the beer...

Chili # 4 Dave's Black Magic...

Judge # 1:  Black bean chili with almost no spice. Disappointing.

Judge # 2:  Hint of lime in the black beans. Good side dish for fish, or other mild foods; not much of a chili.

Judge # 3:  I felt something scraping across my tongue, but was unable to taste it. Is it possible to burn out taste buds? Sally, the barmaid, was standing behind me with fresh refills. That 300-lb. woman is starting to look HOT...just like this nuclear waste I'm eating! Is chili an aphrodisiac?

Chili # 5 Lisa's Legal Lip Remover...

Judge # 1  Meaty, strong chili. Cayenne peppers freshly ground, adding considerable kick. Very impressive.

Judge # 2:  Chili using shredded beef, could use more tomato. Must admit the cayenne peppers make a strong statement.

Judge # 3:  My ears are ringing, sweat is pouring off my forehead, and I can no longer focus my eyes. I farted and four people behind me needed paramedics. The contestant seemed offended when I told her that her chili had given me brain damage. Sally saved my tongue from bleeding by pouring beer directly on it from the pitcher. I wonder if I'm burning my lips off. It really pisses me off that the other judges asked me to stop screaming. Screw those rednecks.

Chili # 6 Pam's Very Vegetarian Variety...

Judge # 1:  Thin, yet bold vegetarian variety chili. Good balance of spices and peppers.

Judge # 2:  The best yet. Aggressive use of peppers, onions, and garlic. Superb.

Judge # 3  My intestines are now a straight pipe filled with gaseous, sulphuric flames. I pooped on myself when I farted and I'm worried it will eat through the chair! No one seems inclined to stand behind me anymore. I need to wipe my butt with a snow cone.

Chili # 7 Carla's Screaming Sensation Chili...

Judge # 1:  A mediocre chili with too much reliance on canned peppers.
Judge # 2:  Ho-hum; tastes as if the chef literally threw in a can of chili peppers at the last moment. **I should take note that I am worried about Judge # 3. He appears to be in a bit of distress, as he is cursing uncontrollably.

Judge # 3:  You could put a grenade in my mouth, pull the pin, and I wouldn't feel a thing. I've lost sight in one eye, and the world sounds like it is made of rushing water. My shirt is covered with chili, which slid unnoticed out of my mouth. My pants are full of lava to match my shirt. At least during the autopsy, they'll know what killed me. I've decided to stop breathing; it's too painful. Screw it; I'm not getting any oxygen anyway. If I need air, I'll just suck it in through the 4-inch hole in my stomach.

Chili # 8 Karen's Toenail Curling Chili...

Judge # 1:  The perfect ending, this is a nice blend chili. Not too bold, but spicy enough to declare its existence.

Judge # 2:  This final entry is a good, balanced chili. Neither mild, nor hot. Sorry to see that most of it was lost when Judge # 3 farted, passed out, fell over, and pulled the chili pot down on top of himself. Not sure if he's going to make it. Poor fella, wonder how he'd have reacted to really hot chili?
^^^^^
Treasures Report: May 2008
	BEGINNING BAL.:
	$ 7697.03

	
	

	DEPOSITS:
	

	
	

	Dues Base
	10.00

	DC 1 Meeting
	820.00

	
	

	TOTAL DEPOSITS:
	$  830.00

	
	

	EXPENSES:
	

	
	

	USSVI DC1 Banquet 
	1389.98

	Memorial Flowers
	108.00

	
	

	TOTAL EXPENSES:
	$2079.98

	
	

	ENDING BALANCE:
	$6357.05   

	
	

	CHARITYS
	

	
	

	Boat Maintenance Fund
	$  534.03

	
	

	DEPOSITS:
	

	
	

	Bob Stiltz Memorial
	300.00

	Cash
	100.00

	
	

	TOTAL DEPOSITS
	400.00

	ENDING BALLANCE
	$  934.03

	
	

	Base Charity Fund
	$  1700.00

	
	

	USS Snook Memorial
	$1797.26

	
	

	TOTAL IN BASE FUNDS =
	$10878.34 


Greg Schwerman: Base Treasurer
^^^^^
Navy News
Battle of Midway Commemoration

The U.S. Navy will observe the 66th anniversary of the Battle of Midway, which took place on June 4, 1942. The battle was one of the greatest naval victories in our nation's history. The commemoration will take place from June 2-8, 2008. For more information the Battle of Midway, including instructional materials, visit the Naval Historical Center website and the U.S. Navy's Course to Midway webpage. The Naval Support Activity in Washington also maintains a database of Midway veterans. Commands wishing to include Midway survivors in their ceremonies call (202) 433-2607/DSN 288-2607.
^^^^^
June Birthdays

June 4th – William Butler
June 6th – Robert Denis
June 7th – John Barr
June 8th – Marv Blair
June 8th – Ralph Slutts
June 9th – Ron Hines
June 14th – Gerald Carlson
June 15th – Terence Murphy
June 17th – Curtis Borud
June 20th – William Wiedeman
June 20th – Bruce Schick
June 20th – William Smith
June 21st – Carl Schmidt
June 23rd – Hal Butler
June 30th – James Franks
Happy Birthday!
^^^^^
Remember Father’s Day is Sunday June 15th!

^^^^^
Eagle Scout Court of Honor for John Grove.
An Eagle Court of Honor was held on Saturday June 7th at 5:00pm to honor John Grove’s achievement of reaching Boy Scouts Highest Rank, Eagle Scout.  Approximately 100 guests attended the ECOH and reception honoring John and his family.  John is a 16 year old Boy Scout who will be a junior at Little Rock Central High School next year.
To my knowledge, the Razorback Base has never awarded the USSVI Eagle Scout Certificate and patch to an Eagle Scout, John Grove being the first.  Our base Chaplin, Carl Schmidt and his lovely wife, Bonny were in attendance.  The Grove family was honored to have Mr. Schmidt bestow upon John some “words of encouragement” and award him this unique certificate and patch.
John’s Eagle Project was conducted on the banks of the Arkansas River at the Arkansas Inland Maritime Museum.  Pictures and details of John’s Eagle project will be featured in next month’s newsletter.
HAWGFISH SCUTTLEBUTT

IN GOD WE TRUST

David Grove
144 White Oak Ln.
Little Rock, AR 72227
Dgrove2000@sbcglobal.net
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Our Creed





"To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in


the pursuit of their duties while serving their Country. That their


dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of 


motivation toward greater accomplishments. A pledge of loyalty and 


patriotism to the United States Government."





WW II Boats on Eternal Patrol








Sealion (SS-195)	        S-36 (SS-141)		S-26 (SS-131)


Shark I (SS-174)	        Perch (SS-176)	S-27 (SS-132)


Grunion (SS-216)	        S-39 (SS-144)		Argonaut (SS-166)


Amberjack (SS-219)        Grampus (SS-207)	Triton (SS-201)


Pickerel (SS-177)	        Grenadier (SS-210)	Runner (SS-275)


R-12 (SS-89)	        Grayling (SS-209)	Pompano (SS-181)


Cisco (SS-290)	        S-44 (SS-155)		Dorado (SS-248)


Wahoo (SS-238)	        Corvina (SS-226)	Scuplin (SS-191)


Capelin (SS-289)	        Scorpion (SS-278)  	Grayback (SS-208)


Trout (SS-202)	        Tullibee (SS-284)	Gugeon (SS-211)


Herring (SS-233)	        Golet (SS-361)		S-28 (SS-133)


Robalo (SS-273)	        Filer (SS-250)		Harder (SS-257)


Seawolf (SS-197)	        Darter (SS-227)	Shark II (SS-314)


Tang (SS-306)	        Escolar (SS-294)	Albacore (SS-218)


Growler (SS-215)	        Scamp (SS-277)	Swordfish (SS-193)


Barbel (SS-316)	        Kete (SS-369)		Trigger (SS-237)


Snook (SS-279)	        Lagarto (SS-371)	Bonefish (SS-223)


Bullhead (SS-332)





Cold War Boats on Eternal Patrol





Scorpion (SSN-589)			Thresher (SSN-593)





Pledge of Allegiance





"I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America,


and to the Republic for which it stands, one Nation under God,


indivisible, with liberty and justice for all."
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