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June 2006

Commanders Corner

We start our final 90 day countdown to Convention 2006 and our most recent meeting this past Sunday resulted in some solid plans by the planning committee.  I recently send most of you an e-mail outlining the volunteer requests from various committee members and asked you to please consider the need.  I am again asking that all USS RAZORBACK Base members to give the convention some of your time.  I realize some of you are still working; some have lives other than SubVet activities, and most have things to do.  We have members of DALLAS Base who are coming in to give us a hand.  We have VFW members from Hot Springs giving us their time.  We’ve also had some people who have nothing to do with any veterans’ group willing to help out where they are needed.  If you feel that time can be made available during the week of convention whether or not you plan to attend, please give me a call at 501-758-3266, e-mail me at retldousn@earthlink.net or call Ray Wewers, 479-967-5541, or e-mail at raywewers@cox.net.  Also, if you plan to attend convention, remember you must be registered regardless of what activity you desire to attend.

The museum is really coming together and if you haven’t visited lately, try to come down and take a look.  Greg Zonner, his museum staff and our base volunteers have really busted their backsides to continue work on the boat and get it ready for the summer tourist season and convention.

We still have regular business with base matters to keep in order.  Our next business meeting will be on Saturday, June 24, 2006 at 5:00 PM on the barges next to RAZORBACK.  Our Executive Committee will meet at 4:00 PM at the same location.  If members wish to, we can go somewhere for dinner after the meeting.

Our Memorial Day ceremonies had a good turnout at the Broadway Bridge, national cemetery and USS SNOOK Memorial.  Wreaths were tossed, posted and laid at all three ceremonies.  Thank you to all who ventured out and represented the base.


A reminder, if you have an article of interest to base members and wish to have it printed in the “Hawgfish Scuttlebutt”, you can forward it to me or Alan Malone.  If you need, call me and I’ll give you a mailing address.  It is your newsletter and your input is always welcome.  We will be focusing a lot of attention on continuing plans for convention, but we have some important issues coming up in our base; base officer elections and we will solicit nominations in July and membership renewals before 31 December 2006.  John Barr will be notifying each member sometime after convention and asking for your timely membership renewal.  Last year we lost several members to both USSVI and the base because dues weren’t paid prior to the established deadline.  Hopefully, we can avoid similar problems this year and John has some very good ideas on how to do that.  Please try to attend a base meeting or convention planning meeting, check the base website at www.razorbackbase.com or call me for updates or if you have any questions.  I am sincerely hoping that we have a minimum of 75% participation in the convention; that equates to about 90 members and doesn’t count their spouse or friends, etc.  At present, we have about a dozen people registered and we are the host base.  


Thank all of you who have given the base your support during the current year and your efforts don’t go unnoticed by your shipmates.  

Editor

As stated by our Commander, we are getting close to the National Convention!  I want to echo our need for help.  This will be the only National Convention we will ever hold, so this is our opportunity to show off Razorback Base and Arkansas.

Notice at the top of this newsletter that my e-mail address has changed.  Please use the new address to send me items for the newsletter.  The good news about the email address is that it should be faster and my phone line should actually ring more instead of that annoying busy signal.

Alan

USS HERRING (SS 233)
June 1, 1944 - 83 Men Lost 
HERRING, under Lt. Cmdr. D. Zabriskie, Jr., left Pearl Harbor on May 16, 1944 to conduct her eighth patrol in the Kurkle Islands. On May 21st she topped off with fuel at Midway and departed for the Kurile region. No word was received from HERRING direct after her departure from Midway, but she did accomplish a rendezvous with BARB on May 21, 1944. 

These two boats were to patrol the Kurile Islands area cooperatively, and at the rendezvous, as recorded in BARB’s report of her eighth war patrol, the areas for which each was to be responsible were delineated. A few hours after leaving HERRING early on the afternoon of May 31st, BARB made contact with two Japanese merchantmen. While developing the contacts BARB heard distant depth charging, which she took as an indication that HERRING was making an attack. 

Later that evening BARB picked up a prisoner who revealed that HERRING had sunk the escort vessel of the convoy BARB had been attacking. The ship sunk was ISHIGAKI, a new type DE built in 1942, and it was sunk with one torpedo hit. The sinking resulted in the scattering of the three-ship convoy and two ships, which subsequently passed near BARB, were sunk by her. Post-war information reveals that HERRING sank the third merchantman of the convoy. 
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On June 3, 1944 orders were sent to BARB and HERRING directing them to stay outside of a restricted area in which friendly surface ships would be operating during the Marianas Campaign. A receipt was required for this message, but none was heard from HERRING. BARB was unable to contact her after May 31st. Consequently on June 27th, Midway was directed to post a sharp lookout for HERRING, which might be returning without ability to transmit by radio, and was expected by July 3rd or 4th. When she had not appeared by July 13, 1944, HERRING was reported as presumed lost. 

Japanese information indicates that HERRING was sunk on June 1, 1944, two kilometers south of Point Tagan on Matsuwa Island in the Kurlies. The report states that two merchant ships, HIBURI MARU and IWAKI MARU, were sunk by American torpedoes while at anchor at Matsuwa. In a counterattack, a shore battery scored two direct hits on the conning tower, and “bubbles covered an area about 5 meters wide, and heavy oil covered an area of approximately 15 miles.” The position of this attack was around 150 miles from the position where HERRING met BARB. 
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THE USS RAZORBACK BASE is proud to host the 2006 USSVI National Convention.   The convention will be held September 5-10, 2006 at the Peabody Hotel in Little Rock.  Information on our convention may be found on the Razorback Base website www.razorbackbase.com .  This includes the registration form, hotel information, prices, points of contact, boat reunions, and other pertinent information.  We know everyone doesn’t have web access so we will include in this newsletter convention information each month.  Everything won’t be included in each newsletter so please keep the information you need from the newsletter.  

Grand Banquet

Grand Banquet – Saturday, 9 September, 2006
Little Rock Convention Center
Wally Allen Hall room
1700-1800 Cocktail Hour
1800 Call to Order
1830 Dinner

Limited seating!  Make your reservations soon.  Seating for this event will be 
done by signing up for your table at the Peabody on Friday or Saturday.  Seating 
is 10 per table and we will be glad to accommodate your group to dine together 
as permitted by space.  Sign up for seating early.

Our Guest Speaker for the evening will be Rear Admiral Mark Kenny, 
Commander Submarine Group 2, Groton, Connecticut

The Navy Band from Memphis, Tennessee will be playing our music for the event.

Grand Banquet Menu
Grilled Garlic and Pepper Rubbed 8 oz. Fillet Mignon
Or
Chicken Piccata in Lemon Caper Butter
Or
Grilled Portabella Mushroom

Chop Chop Salad
Potato Selection
Julian Vegetables
Carrot Cake or New York Style  Cheesecake

The cost for the Banquet is $50.00.  This includes your meal, iced tea or water, 
and a butler pass of Hors D’oeuvres during the cocktail hour.  There will also be 
several cash bars set up for your enjoyment.  The decoration color theme for the 
room will be black and white.
^^^^^

TREASURERS REPORT FOR MAY 2006

BEG BALANCE:
$4514.31



DEPOSITS:

DUES NAT/BASE
        90.00

DONATION

        30.00

TOTAL DEPOSITS:
$ 120.00

EXPENSES:

DUES USSVI

        40.00

NEWSLETTER
                   129.00

PICNIC MEAT
                       30.00

USSVI STORES

         32.22

TOTAL EXPENSES:
$    231.22

ENDING BALANCE:
$   4403.09

Submitted by

Greg Schwerman

Base Treasurer

^^^^^

Vets Warned of Possible Virus Exposure

Associated Press  |  June 03, 2006

MILWAUKEE - More than 22,000 veterans who underwent prostate biopsies at veterans' hospitals across the country are being warned that improperly sterilized equipment may have exposed them to deadly viruses. 

Officials said Friday it was unlikely someone could get infected by the equipment, and no patient is known to have been sickened. 

Still, the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs decided to offer free blood tests as a precaution after officials in Maine questioned whether the cleaning procedure was thorough enough, said VA spokesman Jim Benson. 

The prostate biopsy equipment includes a probe that, if improperly cleaned, could retain traces of body fluids containing the viruses that cause hepatitis or AIDS. 

Since April, the VA has alerted patients of potential inadequacies with the biopsy cleaning procedure at 21 medical centers in 18 states, plus Puerto Rico. 

So far, about 7,000 vets contacted the VA after receiving the letter and about 2,000 have been tested, Benson said. 

"It's too soon to have any information on their test results because each of the potential diseases we might be worried about require not only initial tests but confirmatory tests as well," Benson said. "Right now our first priority is getting information out to every veteran." 

Dennis Maki, an infectious disease expert at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, said the prostate examination technique involves inserting a stainless steel scope about the diameter of a pencil into the rectum. Then doctors use a hollow needle to draw a sample from the prostate gland. 

The standard sterilizing procedure called for the equipment to be flushed with a disinfecting solution, but officials grew concerned that blood and fecal residue might remain unless the tube were physically scrubbed as well. 

It's possible but unlikely that someone could get infected that way, said Michael Erdmann, chief of staff of the Milwaukee VA Medical Center. 

"We're concerned for the safety of our patients, but really, the odds are really quite low," he said. 

The problem wasn't manpower so much as cleaning instructions provided by the manufacturer that didn't specify the need for a brush, Erdmann said. 

The equipment was made by B-K Medical Systems in Denmark. Company officials from neither B-K nor its Massachusetts-based parent company, Analogic, immediately returned phone calls by The Associated Press on Friday. 

Michael O'Rourke, a spokesman for the Veterans of Foreign Wars, said he was satisfied with the VA's response. "I don't know what more they can do," he said. 

Peter Gaytan, the director of veterans affairs for the American Legion, said his group is reaching out to veterans to make sure the VA has addressed their concerns. 

"What the American Legion wants to make sure is that this mistake isn't the responsibility of overworked VA staff, and if it is, they need to hire more people," he said. 

^^^^^

Firearms 101


1. An armed man is a citizen. An unarmed man is a subject. 
2. A gun in the hand is better than a cop on the phone. 
3. Colt; The original point and click interface. 
4. Gun control is not about guns; it's about control. 
5. If gun s are outlawed, can we use swords? 
6. If guns cause crime, then pencils cause misspelled words. 
7." Free" men do not ask permission to bear arms. 
8. If you don't know your rights you don't have any. 
9. Those who trade liberty for security have neither. 
10. The United States Constitution (c) 1791. All Rights reserved. 
11. What part of "shall not be infringed" do you not understand? 
12. The Second Amendment is in place in case the politicians ignore the others. 
13. 64,999,987 firearms owners killed no one yesterday. 
14. Guns only have two enemies: rust and politicians. 
15. Know guns, know peace, know safety. No guns, no peace, no safety. 
16. You don't shoot to kill; you shoot to stay alive. 
17. 911 - government sponsored Dial-a-Prayer. 
18. Assault is a behavior, not a device. 
19. Criminals love gun control -- it makes their jobs safer. 
20. If guns cause crime, then matches cause arson. 
21. Only a government that is afraid of its citizens tries to control them. 
22. You only have the rights you are willing to fight for. 
23. Enforce the "gun control laws" we have, don't make more. 
24 When you remove the people's right to bear arms, you create slaves. 
25. The American Revolution would never have happened with gun control. 
26. "..A government of the people, by the people, for the people..."
^^^^^

Commissaries Remind People to Stock Up on Essentials

FORT LEE, Va. (NNS) -- Military families are being encouraged to "load up their pantries" as the Defense Commissary Agency launches an awareness campaign encouraging military families to keep nonperishable foods, water and other necessities on hand for emergencies.

DeCA is teaming up with the Armed Forces Emergency Services Branch of the American Red Cross to raise awareness of disaster preparedness throughout the military community.

The "What's in Your Closet?" campaign kicks off this month and is intended to get military families thinking about how prepared they are for a disaster. Customers will see posters and handouts in stores, and reminder buttons on employees. With the June 1 start of hurricane season, military families in coastal areas at home and abroad need to be ready, said Patrick Nixon, chief executive officer and acting director of the Defense Commissary Agency. "We want to raise awareness of the need to keep emergency supplies on hand - and that shoppers can realize savings of 30 percent or more by using their commissary benefit to supply their emergency closet," he added.

The media has also heightened awareness of the possibility of a pandemic, an outbreak of infectious disease that has the potential to spread worldwide.

"Disasters can take on many forms," said Joseph Moffat, executive director, Armed Forces Emergency Services. "From blackouts to blizzards, to tornadoes and earthquakes, everyone should be prepared with enough emergency supplies to last seven days." Toward that end, Nixon said, posters in commissaries will list suggestions of supplies to have on hand. "The commissary disaster preparedness posters have a list of basic items people might want to consider," he said. "But there may be many more items such as shelf-stable milk or favorite snacks that people might want to include. This is simply intended to get people thinking and get them to take action - now."

Red Cross representatives will have the opportunity to provide commissary customers with information and answer questions about disaster preparedness. The type of information and events offered will vary according to location, and in some cases customers will also have the opportunity to sign up for volunteer services and classes, such as first aid or disaster preparedness, DeCA officials said.

^^^^^

Navy Announces Christening of Submarine Hawaii

     The Navy's newest attack submarine Hawaii will be christened Saturday during an 11 a.m. EDT ceremony at General Dynamics Electric Boat, Groton, Conn.

    The third submarine of the Virginia class, SSN 776, will bear the name Hawaii to recognize the tremendous support the Navy has enjoyed from the people of the 50th state and in honor of the rich heritage of submarines 

in the Pacific theater.

    Sen. Daniel K. Inouye of Hawaii will deliver the ceremony's principal address.  Hawaii Gov. Linda Lingle will serve as sponsor of SSN 776, the state's namesake submarine.  The ceremony will be highlighted by a time-honored Navy tradition when Lingle christens the ship by breaking a bottle of champagne over the submarine.

    Hawaii has improved stealth, sophisticated surveillance capabilities and special warfare enhancements that will enable it to meet the

Navy's multi-mission requirements.  Hawaii's capabilities include:

anti-submarine and anti-surface warfare, special forces delivery and 

support, and covert mine warfare.  In addition to these mission areas, Hawaii will be able to strike targets ashore with precision Tomahawk cruise missiles and conduct covert long-term surveillance of land areas, littoral waters or other maritime forces.  With enhanced communications connectivity, the submarine also will provide unique, fully-integrated strike group and joint task 

force support.

    Cmdr. David A. Solms, a native of Colorado Springs, Colo., is the ship's commanding officer and will lead a crew of approximately 134 officers and enlisted personnel.

     The 7,800-ton Hawaii is 377 feet in length, has a beam of 34 feet, and can operate at more than 25 knots submerged.  Hawaii is also designed with a reactor plant that will not require refueling during the planned life of the ship  reducing lifecycle costs while increasing underway time.

     Hawaii will ensure the United States maintains undersea dominance, in both deep and shallow waters, well into this century.

^^^^^

The following is a poem written by Judge Roy Moore from Alabama.  Judge Moore was sued by the ACLU for displaying the Ten Commandments in his courtroom foyer.  He has been stripped of his judgeship and now they are trying to strip his right to practice law in Alabama.  
The judge's poem sums it up quite well.
 
America the Beautiful,
or so you used to be.
Land of the Pilgrims' pride;
I'm glad they'll never see.

 Babies piled in dumpsters,
Abortion on demand,
Oh, sweet land of liberty;
your house is on the sand.

Our children wander aimlessly
poisoned by cocaine,
Choosing to indulge their lusts,
when God has said abstain.

From sea to shining sea,
our Nation turns away
From the teaching of God's love
and a need to always pray.

We've kept God in our temples,
how callous we have grown.
When earth is but His footstool,
and Heaven is His throne.

We've voted in a government
that's rotting at the core,
Appointing Godless Judges
who throw reason out the door,

Too soft to place a killer
in a well deserved tomb,
But brave enough to kill a baby
before he leaves the womb.

You think that God's not angry,
that our land's a moral slum?
How much longer will He wait
before His judgment comes?

How are we to face our God,
from Whom we cannot hide?
What then is left for us to do,
but stem this evil tide?

If we who are His children,
will humbly turn and pray;
Seek His holy face
and mend our evil way:

Then God will hear from Heaven
and forgive us of our sins,
He'll heal our sickly land
and those who live within.

But, America the Beautiful,
if you don't - then you will see,
A sad but Holy God
withdraw His hand from Thee.

~Judge Roy Moore
^^^^^

Dinner at Murrays

July 29 at 6 pm

We have set up our July get together at Murray’s Dinner theater.  The show will be Fiddler on the Roof.

The cost is $32 per person.  This cost includes drink, show, and gratuity.  The dinner is a buffet and the food is excellent.  If you haven’t been to Murray’s before, don’t miss this.  The entertainment is great and just think you get to experience it with a bunch of rowdy sailors.

RSVP to Wanda or Alan Malone at 362-2623 by July 20th.

^^^^^

Holland Club Breakfast
Good Morning Shipmates;

This is a personal invitation to you and all your base members to attend the Holland Club breakfast at Little Rock.  

These are the shipmates who helped make history and created the world’s greatest Submarine Navy. 
 Do you remember standing topside watches?  What I would give to be able to stand them again.
At sea seemingly endless dark skies at night under a tropical moon, your boat trailing long phosphorus wake in the sea and the Flying fish leaping out of the water and the Porpoise swimming alongside.  How could you not miss it! Come help us remember and enjoy old memories together.
 The Holland Club Breakfast is an opportunity to you and your shipmates to Honor our Senior Submariners. 

All Holland Club members are recognized at the breakfast, especially the new members Class of 2005 -2006.
(We have inducted over 330 since our last meeting in Kansas City.)
At the breakfast we especially honor the longest (earliest) qualified Submariner present. 

WW-II members present will be specially recognized. 
I request any Base Cdrs. who have base members eligible to for induction at this time and will be present at Little Rock to nominate your base members now and inform me so we may prepare their certificates for presentation.
If you have men eligible for induction at that time they will be inducted in front of their shipmates at the breakfast by myself, our VIP guest speaker and our National officers, National Cdr. and past National Cdr...
Senior Submariners (Any one who qualified in 1946 or earlier) who inform me prior to the breakfast will be presented with a Senior Submariner Certificate.     
Any Holland Club members of your base who you would like to be given special recognition let me know ASAP so we can appropriately recognize them.  

You do not have to be a member of the Holland Club to attend the breakfast All hands shipmates, friends and wives are welcome. 

All hands including the ladies are given a small souvenir gift for attending. 

Looking forward to seeing you at the Holland Club Breakfast.

Bill Britt

Holland Club Commander

HAWGFISH SCUTTLEBUTT

IN GOD WE TRUST

Alan Malone

734 Good Springs Rd.

Heber Springs, AR 72543
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Our Creed





"To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in


the pursuit of their duties while serving their Country. That their


dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of 


motivation toward greater accomplishments. A pledge of loyalty and 


patriotism to the United States Government."





WW II Boats on Eternal Patrol








Sealion (SS-195)	        S-36 (SS-141)	    S-26 (SS-131)


Shark I (SS-174)	        Perch (SS-176)	    S-27 (SS-132)


Grunion (SS-216)	        S-39 (SS-144)	    Argonaut (SS-166)


Amberjack (SS-219)   Grampus (SS-207)	    Triton (SS-201)


Pickerel (SS-177)	        Grenadier (SS-210)	    Runner (SS-275)


R-12 (SS-89)	        Grayling (SS-209)	    Pompano (SS-181)


Cisco (SS-290)	        S-44 (SS-155)	    Dorado (SS-248)


Wahoo (SS-238)	        Corvina (SS-226)	    Scuplin (SS-191)


Capelin (SS-289)	        Scorpion (SS-278)  	    Grayback (SS-208)


Trout (SS-202)	        Tullibee (SS-284)	    Gugeon (SS-211)


Herring (SS-233)	        Golet (SS-361)	    S-28 (SS-133)


Robalo (SS-273)	        Filer (SS-250)	    Harder (SS-257)


Seawolf (SS-197)	        Darter (SS-227)	    Shark II (SS-314)


Tang (SS-306)	        Escolar (SS-294)	    Albacore (SS-218)


Growler (SS-215)	        Scamp (SS-277)	    Swordfish (SS-193)


Barbel (SS-316)	        Kete (SS-369)	    Trigger (SS-237)


Snook (SS-279)	        Lagarto (SS-371)	    Bonefish (SS-223)


Bullhead (SS-332)





Cold War Boats on Eternal Patrol





Scorpion (SSN-589)		                 Thresher (SSN-593)





Pledge of Allegiance





"I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America,


and to the Republic for which it stands, one Nation under God,


indivisible, with liberty and justice for all."











1
8

_1030614646.doc
[image: image1.png]






