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March 2008

Commander’s Corner
As spring approaches, we look forward to the beauty of the world around us as flowers and trees come back to life.  This is also the time for us to look at ourselves and consider what we can do to bring our lives back to life after a weird winter season.  Also we should look at how we can increase the livelihood of our organization.  Let’s make a conscious effort to become more involved in the activities of Razorback Base be it attending meetings, joining in activities, assisting on work days, or helping give tours on Razorback.  

This month, we will hold our work day on March 8 and then on March 22 AIMM is expecting a large influx of visitors to Razorback and they will need help in giving tours.  Many visitors who tour Razorback and have SubVets as their tour guides are really impressed by the knowledge they receive from us.  Many have said that they have been to other submarine museums but really enjoyed the Tour of Razorback more than the tours at other museums.

Our meeting this month will be moved to Saturday, March 29 instead of March 22 due to the 22nd falling on Easter weekend.  If at all possible, please plan to attend the meeting.

February was our Race Day at Oaklawn and from what I have heard it was a great success.  Thanks to John Barr for getting this event organized and thanks to all who attended.  Barbara and I would have been there except for visiting our son and family in Japan during February.  Those of you who made WestPac runs or were stationed in Yokosuka, you wouldn’t believe how modern that city has become.  Also, Japan is very expensive in every way you can think of.

Looking forward, Razorback Base will be hosting the Central District 1 annual meeting at the Wyndham in North Little Rock.  This will be a great time to show off our pride in our base by helping us whenever we call on you.  We will have a reception on the barge on Friday evening, a district meeting on Saturday afternoon and banquet Saturday night.  Sunday morning will be a meeting of the District’s Base Commanders.  At the meeting there will be a question and answer session with National Junior Vice Commander Pat Householder.  Pat is also running for National Commander and this would be a good time to meet him and evaluate if you wish to support him in the election.  Also the Submarine Force Master Chief will give us an update on the present Submarine Force and their focus on our nation’s security.

Also, in June we will have the annual campout at Lake Dardanelle State Park in Russellville. I still have one RV space available if someone else wants to bring their RV for the weekend.  This space does not have sewer connections but does have electrical and water.  Contact Ray Wewers at raywewers@suddenlink.net or 479-967-5541 if you would like to have the space.

Thanks again to all of you who have entrusted me with the Base Commander position for 2008.  However, it takes all of us to make a successful base.  We are already one of the most active bases but there is always room for more participation.

Ray Wewers, Base Commander

Ray Wewers,

Base Commander 

Submarines Lost During the Month of March
USS F-4 [ex-SKATE] (SS23) 25-Mar-1915.  19 men lost. Remarks: Hulk raised and reburied off Sierra 13 north of Submarine Base, Pearl Harbor.

USS H-1 (SS-28) 12-Mar-1920.  Four men lost.

USS Perch (SS-176) 3-Mar-1942.  60 taken prisoner, 52 survived the war.

USS Grampus (SS-207) 5-Mar-1943.  All hands lost (72).

USS Triton (SS-201) 15-Mar-1943.  All hands lost (74).

USS Tullibee (SS-284) 26-Mar-1944.  79 men lost, one taken POW and survived the war.

USS Kete (SS-369) 20-Mar-1945.  All hands lost (87).

USS Trigger (SS-237) 28-Mar-1945.  All hands lost (91).

USS KETE (SS 369)

March 20, 1945 - 87 Men Lost

Departing Guam on March 1, 1945, KETE (Lt. Cmdr. Edward Ackerman) headed for her second patrol in the vicinity of the Nansei Shoto (island chain). In addition to performing a normal patrol, KETE had orders to submit special weather reports, and to carry out rescue service during an air strike by carrier based planes.
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On the night of March 10, 1945, KETE reported having sunk three medium sized freighters on the previous night. She reported on the night of March 14th that she had fired four torpedoes which missed a small enemy cable laying vessel, and that she had only three torpedoes remaining aboard. In view of the small number of torpedoes left, KETE was directed to depart her area on March 20th, and proceed to Pearl Harbor for refit, stopping at Midway en route for fuel. On March 19th, she acknowledged receipt of these orders. On March 20th she sent in a special weather report. This was the last message received from her. At normal cruising speed she should have arrived at Midway about March 31, 1945. When she was neither sighted nor heard from by April 16, 1945, she was reported as presumed lost.
Japanese information concerning antisubmarine attacks gained since the end of the war gives no positive evidence to what happened to KETE; none of the attacks on U.S. submarines occurring within the period from March 20th to March 31st 1945, was made in a position in which KETE was likely to be.
There were a few mine lines in the Nansei Shoto Chain but, since KETE was already east of the islands at the time of her last message on March 20th and was heading home, loss through a mine is considered highly improbable. It is known that a number of enemy submarines were in the area through which KETE was required to pass en route to Midway. RO-41 was sunk east of Okinawa by an U.S. destroyer on March 23, 1945, and two other Japanese submarines were sunk southeast of Okinawa near this date. Conditions attendant to KETE’s loss suggest a likelihood that one of these submarines might have torpedoed and sunk her and been unable to report the attack before being sunk. Thus, KETE must be considered probably a loss due to an unreported enemy attack. She is credited with sending three medium freighters, totaling 12,000 tons, to the bottom on this last patrol. During her first patrol, conducted in the East China Sea, KETE encountered no enemy targets.
USSVI District One News:

Two District Conference meetings are planned for 2008. The USS Razorback Base will host the District One meeting May 30, 31, 2008 and Sunday June 1 at the Wyndham hotel in North Little Rock, Arkansas. There is an excellent restaurant and Steak house in the hotel. An exciting meeting is planned; guests will be Pat Householder NJVC and SUBFORCM (SS) Jeff Garrison. Jeff at the Saturday question and answer period will update everyone on today’s submarine force. All base commanders are expected to attend the district meeting or send a representative to this meeting. ALL base members are invited to come and enjoy the fellowship of all the bases in District 1. There will be planned activities for the ladies in attendance. Friday night there will be a welcome aboard party on the barge next to the USS Razorback SS 394. A hospitality room will be open Saturday with snacks and cold beer. Saturday night a banquet is planned. Sunday morning a breakfast for Base Commanders with the District Commander Ken Recopy, Regional Director Carl Schmidt and NJVC Pat Householder.
^^^^^
Navy News
Adolf Hitler's 'lost fleet'

The final resting place of three German U-boats, nicknamed "Hitler's lost fleet", has been found at the bottom of the Black Sea.

The submarines had been carried 2,000 miles overland from Germany to attack Russian shipping during the Second World War, but were scuttled as the war neared its end. Now, more than 60 years on, explorers have located the flotilla of three submarines off the coast of Turkey.

The vessels, including one once commanded by Germany's most successful U-boat ace, formed part of the 30th Flotilla of six submarines, taken by road and river across Nazi-occupied Europe, from Germany's Baltic port at Kiel to Constanta, the Romanian Black Sea port.

In two years, the fleet sank dozens of ships and lost three of their number to enemy action. But in August 1944, Romania switched sides and declared war on Germany, leaving the three remaining vessels stranded.

With no base and unable to sail home - the Bosporus and Dardanelles were closed to them because of Turkish neutrality - their captains were ordered to scuttle the boats before rowing ashore and trying to make their way back to Germany. However, all three crews were caught and interned by the Turks.

Now the submarines' hulls have been discovered by a team led by Selçuk Kolay, a Turkish marine engineer, who will present his findings to a shipwreck conference in Plymouth this week. Mr. Kolay established the boats' positions through research in German archives, interviews with surviving sailors and by sonar studies of the seabed.

He has already completed successful dives to the wreckage of one vessel, U-20, two miles offshore in about 80ft of water. He believes he has discovered another, U-23, at twice that depth, three miles from the town of Agva, but bad weather forced him to suspend diving until the spring. He thinks he is also close to pinpointing the third boat, U-19, thought to lie more than 1,000ft down, three miles from the Turkish city of Zonguldak.

"It's one of the least well known stories of the war but one of the most interesting," said Mr. Kolay.

"It is a quite incredible story. To get to the Black Sea these boats had to be taken across the land, and once they got there they had no way out."

All three U-boats had been operating against British shipping in the North Sea. U-23 gained notoriety for scoring one of Germany's earliest successes, sinking a British ship off the Shetland Islands days after war began. It was later commanded by Otto Kretschmer, known as "Silent Otto", the most successful U-boat ace. In 1941, Germany invaded Russia and decided it needed a presence in the Black Sea to harass Soviet shipping there. Unable to use the Bosporus, the only shipping route into the Black Sea, the boats were dismantled at Kiel and taken by canal to the River Elbe, and upstream to Dresden.

Here, they were partly dismantled and taken by lorry to Ingolstadt, on the Danube, and then ferried downstream to the Black Sea and Constanta, where they were re-assembled. When Romania switched sides the crews were ordered to scuttle out of sight of the Turks so the submarines' locations would remain a mystery. Mr. Kolay was helped by a map drawn by Rudolf Arendt, 85, the former captain of the U-23, showing where his crew came ashore. Mike Williams, secretary of the Nautical Archaeology Society, said: "This is a significant find because these U-boats were all scuttled, so they should be intact, like a sealed tube. They are unique survivors of the war."

Source: http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2008/02/03/whitler103.xml
^^^^^
YOUR SUBVET CHARITY NEEDS YOU!

This foundation is the charitable arm of the United States Submarine Veterans, Inc. and was formed to further the creed of USSVI by assuming the responsibility of some of our USSVI activities which are charitab1e in nature. The foundation was approved for tax exemption under Section 501(C) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code on December 5, 2000. 

Your USSV Charitable Foundation is administered by a Board of Directors who serve without compensation, consisting of the USSVI National & Region Officers plus others appointed by the National Commander and confirmed by the Board each year.  Expenses incurred by your Charitable Foundation are normally paid for by USSVI, so virtually all of the funds received are utilized for the charitable purposes for which they were donated.
All donations made to the US Submarine Veterans Charitable Foundation are tax deductible as allowed by the IRS Tax Code.

Your Charitable Foundation supports your Scholarship Program, Memorials and Museum Submarine Support, the SUBLANT and SUBPAC Caring and Sharing Program, Subvet Disaster Relief, Kap(SS)4Kids(SS) and our Submarine Library.

Ways that you can help.

Send us a gift or make a pledge by completing the attached donor card and mailing it in with your check now.
Three levels of planned giving include $100 payable at $10 per year, $500 payable at $50 per year or $1,000 payable at $100 per year. Of course you can always opt for a one time cash donation of any size.

Matching Gifts: Contact your Human Resources Office to see if your company sponsors a matching gift or payroll deduction program 

Planned Gifting: Planned gifts include bequests, gifts of Life Insurance or gifts of Appreciated Stock. The easiest type of planned gift is a bequest to the United States Submarine Veterans Charitable Foundation. You simply add an amendment or "codicil" to your will, naming the USSVI-CF as a beneficiary of your estate. A bequest in your will allows you to pass on any amount you wish to the Foundation free of estate tax. You can give cash or specific property, a dollar amount or percentage of your estate, with restrictions or without.

Most outright gifts to the Foundation are gifts of cash. But there are tax benefits for contributing gifts of appreciated stock or real estate, and it's just as easy as writing a check. If you have securities or have properties that have grown substantially in value, you can gift them to the Foundation and not only qualify for an income tax deduction, but also avoid long-term capital gains taxes.

Other Planned Gifts: As opposed to outright planned gifts, many donors wish to help guarantee the Foundation's future through estate-plan gifts, which have no affect on the donor's current assets. Through proper planning, you can ensure that your assets are distributed according to your wishes and that your heirs aren't hit with unexpected estate taxes. Turn surplus life insurance policies into a charitable gift, or designate the Charitable Foundation as a beneficiary of your retirement plan. Donors who want to make a lasting gift to the Charitable Foundation, but are concerned about their current financial situation, should consider a life income gift. 'There are various charitable trust options that pay income to a donor during his or her lifetime, with the remaining assets transferred to charity when the trust term ends. Life-income gifts provide donors with flexibility--you can choose the trustee and investment strategy; the type, amount and timing of payments; as well as the trust beneficiaries. 

Please note that the information presented here is not intended to be legal or tax advice. Please consult your attorney or other profesiona1 advisor when considering a planned gift.
----------------Cut here---------------
10 YR PLANNED GIVING: I wish to pledge ($100/$500/$1000) _____ and enclosed is my first year’s pledge for $______. I understand USSVCF will invoice me annually at this rate over the next nine years.
     I prefer to make a one-time donation in the amount of $_____ and enclosed is my check for that amount.

NAME: _______________________

ADDRESS:___________________________________________________

CITY/STATE/ZIPCODE: ______________________________

TEL: _________________________

EMAIL: ______________________

     Please make your check payable to USSV Charitable Foundation

     Mail to USSVI National Office

PO Box 3 870

Silverdale WA 98383-3870

     Thank you for your support of our SubVets Charitable Foundation.

^^^^^
Navy Humor From the Goat Locker

- Chiefs know that no sailor is completely worthless, because worst case, they serve as a good bad example.

- Chiefs know that there's no help program like a self-help program.

- Chiefs will tell you that, "If you are going to do something stupid, at least be smart about it."

- Chiefs can write up anyone they want.

 -Chiefs are the ultimate paradox. On the one hand they don't give a crap, but on the other hand, Real Chiefs are very careful and precise.

- Chiefs can find the best bar in any port by dead reckoning.

- Chiefs paint their houses Navy Gray with their addresses taken from their favorite hull number.

- Chiefs have a red and green buoy at the end of their driveways.

- Chiefs consider a hurricane to be good sea trials.

- Chiefs are the Navy.

- Chiefs think that Ensigns, like diapers, should be changed often and for the same reason.

- Chiefs know that once a job is fouled up, anything done to improve it only makes it worse.

- Chiefs assume nothing is so simple that it cannot be misunderstood and they act accordingly.

- Chiefs view land as a mere hazard to navigation.

- Chiefs never attribute to malice that which is adequately explained by stupidity.

- Chiefs never take the advice of someone who has not had their kind of trouble.

- Chiefs know that if it is stupid but works, it is not stupid.

- Chiefs will tell you that you can survive on charm for about 5 minutes, after that, you'd better know something.

- Chiefs know that assumption is the mother of all screw-ups.

- Chiefs never assume they get the facts.

- Chiefs do not confuse efforts with results.

- Chiefs will give you three choices in any situation; change, accept, or leave the Navy.

- Chiefs think multitasking is done in the head reading a newspaper.

- Chiefs know that prior proper planning prevents piss poor performance.

- Chiefs know that every part of the Chief's initiation is an important part of becoming a Chief and don't need to question it.

- Chiefs refer to their wives as ComNavSoapSuds

^^^^^
How Important is a Navy Chief?
Five cannibals were employed by the Navy as translators during one of the island campaigns during WWII. When the Commanding Admiral of the task force welcomed the cannibals, he said, "You're all part of our team now. We will compensate you well for your services, and you can eat any of the rations that the Sailors are eating. But please don't indulge yourselves by eating a Sailor." The cannibals promised they wouldn't.

Four weeks later, the Admiral returned and said, "You've all been working very hard and we appreciate it. I am very satisfied with your help. However, one of our Chiefs has disappeared. Do any of you know what happened to him?" The cannibals all shook their heads no.
After the Admiral left, the leader of the cannibals turned to the others and said, "Which of you idiots ate the Chief?" A hand rose hesitantly, to which the leader of the cannibals replied, "You fool! For four weeks, we've been eating Ensigns, Lieutenants, Lieutenant Commanders, Commanders, and even one Captain and no one noticed anything, then YOU had to go and eat a Chief!"
^^^^^
Navy Names Three New Virginia Class Attack Subs; January 30, 2008
Secretary of the Navy Donald C. Winter announced today the names of three Virginia class submarines -- the Missouri, California and Mississippi.

The selection of Missouri honors the continuous support of the military by the people of the “Show Me State,” and its leaders. Designated SSN 780, Missouri is the fifth ship of the United States Navy to be named in honor of the U.S. state. The last Missouri (BB 63), a U.S. Navy battleship, saw action in World War II, Korean War, and the 1991 Gulf War.  Missouri was also the site where Fleet Adm. Chester Nimitz and Gen. Douglas MacArthur, and many other U.S. and Allied officers, accepted the unconditional surrender of the Japanese at the end of World War II on Sept. 2, 1945.

The selection of California, designated SSN 781, honors the thousands of men and women from California who serve in today’s Armed Forces, and the millions of Californian veterans and their families. As home to major Naval and Marine Corps installations, the selection of California also reflects the tremendous support provided to the Navy and Marine Corps by countless communities across the Golden State. This will be the seventh ship to bear the name California.

The selection of Mississippi, designated SSN 782, is dedicated to the state’s long standing tradition of shipbuilding in support of our nation’s defense. It also honors the indomitable spirit of the people of Mississippi who have made great strides in recovering from the devastation of Hurricane Katrina. This fighting spirit will be an inspiration to all sailors who embark aboard Mississippi.  There have been four previous ships named Mississippi. The first Mississippi, a side wheeler, served as Commodore Matthew Perry’s flagship for his historic voyage to Japan and fought with Admiral Farragut’s forces on the Mississippi River during the Civil War. 

These next-generation attack submarines will provide the Navy with the capabilities it requires to maintain the nation's undersea supremacy well into the 21st century. They will have improved stealth, sophisticated surveillance capabilities and special warfare enhancements that will enable it to meet the Navy's multi-mission requirements.
Missouri, California and Mississippi will be able to attack targets ashore with highly accurate Tomahawk cruise missiles and conduct covert long-term surveillance of land areas, littoral waters or other sea-based forces. Other missions include anti-submarine and anti-ship warfare; Special Forces delivery and support; and mine delivery and minefield mapping. With enhanced communications connectivity, the submarines also will provide important battle group and joint task force support, with full integration into carrier battle group operations. 

The Virginia class is 7,800-tons and 377 feet in length, has a beam of 34 feet, and can operate at more than 25 knots submerged. It is designed with a reactor plant that will not require refueling during the planned life of the ship – reducing lifecycle costs while increasing underway time.

These new, nuclear powered submarines are being built by General Dynamics Electric Boat (Connecticut) and Northrop Grumman Newport News (Virginia). 
^^^^^
Razorback Base Stores News!

We have a new arrangement with Lou Maruzo of Submarine Ships Store.com for those who wish to order items through the base. If you desire an item from this store, let me know and will place the order without paying shipping and the base gets a percentage back into the treasury. They carry a variety of memorabilia including USSVI items although in a limited quantity.
Bill Hollaway

Base Store Keeper
^^^^^
March Birthdays
March 3rd – Charles Waddell
March 4th – Frank Tillery
March 6th – James Baker
March 8th – James Grinstead
March 13th – Forrest Ramser
March 15th – Eugene Haley Sr.
March 16th – John Ranguette
March 23rd – Tom McNulty
March 23rd – Joe Ward
March 23rd – Greg Schwerman
March 24th – Dan Odenweller
March 26th – Steve Nawojczyk
March 30th – George Fore
March 31st – Frederick Wright
Happy Birthday!

^^^^^
Treasures Report: February 2008
Report not available this month due to computer crash. Will have report for next months newsletter.
Greg Schwerman: Base Treasurer

HAWGFISH SCUTTLEBUTT

IN GOD WE TRUST

David Grove
144 White Oak Ln.
Little Rock, AR 72227
Dgrove2000@sbcglobal.net
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Our Creed





"To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in


the pursuit of their duties while serving their Country. That their


dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of 


motivation toward greater accomplishments. A pledge of loyalty and 


patriotism to the United States Government."





WW II Boats on Eternal Patrol








Sealion (SS-195)	        S-36 (SS-141)		S-26 (SS-131)


Shark I (SS-174)	        Perch (SS-176)	S-27 (SS-132)


Grunion (SS-216)	        S-39 (SS-144)		Argonaut (SS-166)


Amberjack (SS-219)        Grampus (SS-207)	Triton (SS-201)


Pickerel (SS-177)	        Grenadier (SS-210)	Runner (SS-275)


R-12 (SS-89)	        Grayling (SS-209)	Pompano (SS-181)


Cisco (SS-290)	        S-44 (SS-155)		Dorado (SS-248)


Wahoo (SS-238)	        Corvina (SS-226)	Scuplin (SS-191)


Capelin (SS-289)	        Scorpion (SS-278)  	Grayback (SS-208)


Trout (SS-202)	        Tullibee (SS-284)	Gugeon (SS-211)


Herring (SS-233)	        Golet (SS-361)		S-28 (SS-133)


Robalo (SS-273)	        Filer (SS-250)		Harder (SS-257)


Seawolf (SS-197)	        Darter (SS-227)	Shark II (SS-314)


Tang (SS-306)	        Escolar (SS-294)	Albacore (SS-218)


Growler (SS-215)	        Scamp (SS-277)	Swordfish (SS-193)


Barbel (SS-316)	        Kete (SS-369)		Trigger (SS-237)


Snook (SS-279)	        Lagarto (SS-371)	Bonefish (SS-223)


Bullhead (SS-332)





Cold War Boats on Eternal Patrol





Scorpion (SSN-589)			Thresher (SSN-593)





Pledge of Allegiance





"I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America,


and to the Republic for which it stands, one Nation under God,


indivisible, with liberty and justice for all."
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