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Current Executive Committee:

	Base Commander
	Ray Wewers
	raywewers@suddenlink.net
	(479) 967-5541

	Vice Commander
	Paul Honeck
	phoneck@centurytel.net
	(501) 241-0691

	COB
	Joe Mathis
	usnjrm@yahoo.com
	(501) 565-6021

	Chaplain
	Carl Schmidt
	bonnynclyde@classicnet.net
	(501) 843-7855

	Treasurer
	Greg Schwerman
	gschwerman@comcast.net
	(501) 804-0386

	Yeoman
	Bonny Zonner
	zonner394@hughes.net
	(501) 316-6641

	Webmaster
	Greg Zonner
	zonner632@hughes.net
	(501) 316-6641

	Membership
	John Barr
	jcbarr@aristotle.net
	(501) 663-6622

	Storekeeper
	Ray Wewers
	raywewers@cox.net
	(479) 967-5541

	Holland Club
	Lee Huss
	lee393sub@sbcglobal.net
	(501) 922-1216

	Memorials/Ceremonies
	Billy Hollaway
	retldousn@earthlink.net
	(501) 758-3266


* Upcoming Events:

- March 24th Razorback Base meeting:  At the American Legion Hall at 315 East Capitol, Little Rock, AR.

- June 22-23:  Annual Campout at Lake Dardanelle State Park in Russellville

- Next workday on the boat will be March 10th from 0900 until you have to go
MARCH 2007

Commander’s Corner

As we come into the third month of the year, there are many exciting activities ongoing and many opportunities for us to excel.

First, I encourage all those who have not paid their dues, both national and base, to please send your dues to John Barr.  John is doing a great job of reminding us but it is our individual responsibility to act on his request.

On February 10th, we had our first workday of the year and it turned out very well.  We had 12 base members and 3 Air Force reservists who are TAD to the LRAFB to work.  We were able to dismantle and clean 8 light fixtures and completely restore 3 of them in the time allotted.  Deck plates were replaced in the conning tower and portions of the forward wood deck was prepared for removal.

On February 11th, 11 base members were able to trek up to Heber Springs for a bowling party at Alan and Wanda’s bowling establishment.  Alan showed the guys how it should be done and Barbara Schwerman and Wanda showed that the ladies could compete with most of us.  Everyone had a great time, but I am still sore from the exercise.

It is time for us to nominate the shipmate of the year for our base and also to nominate base member for the national awards.  You can read about the national awards on the USSVI website if you are inclined to nominate someone.  Also, I will send David our POC broadcast and ask him to publish that article related to these awards in our newsletter.

Our next meeting will be held on Saturday, March 24th at the American Legion in Little Rock at 315 East Capital Ave.  We will have the meeting at 1500 followed by dinner right after the meeting.  The cost is $6.75 per person.  We have moved the meeting time up to allow our out of town members a better chance to attend and still get home at a decent hour.

Our next workday on the boat will be March 10th from 0900 until you have to go.  We will work on lights, hydraulic leaks, deck work and paint chipping.  We need to get the after deck chipped and ready for painting so the Hot Springs Village Woodworker Club can reinstall the new wood deck.  A gentleman from Dallas Texas is donating 1000 board feet of cypress lumber to install on the deck.

Remember if you have anything interesting to add to our newsletter, please send it to David Grove, our editor and he will gladly accept it.

Ray Wewers

^^^^^

Submarines Lost During the Month of March

USS F-4 [ex-SKATE] (SS23) 25-Mar-1915.  19 men lost.  Remarks: Hulk raised and reburied off Sierra 13 north of Submarine Base, Pearl Harbor.

USS H-1 (SS-28) 12-Mar-1920.  Four men lost.

USS Perch (SS-176) 3-Mar-1942.  60 taken prisoner, 52 survived the war.

USS Grampus (SS-207) 5-Mar-1943.  All hands lost (72).

USS Triton (SS-201) 15-Mar-1943.  All hands lost (74).

USS Tullibee (SS-284) 26-Mar-1944.  79 men lost, one taken POW and survived the war.

USS Kete (SS-369) 20-Mar-1945.  All hands lost (87).

USS NATHANIEL GREENE (SSBN 636) 13-Mar-1986.  No loss of life.

USS TRIGGER (SS 237)

March 26, 1945 - 89 Men Lost

Departing Guam on March 11, 1945, TRIGGER, under the command of Cmdr. D.R. Connole, headed for the Nansei Shoto area to conduct her twelfth war patrol. She was to provide rescue services for carrier based aircraft, as well as to carry out a normal offensive patrol. After having sent several routine messages en route to her area, TRIGGER reported her first action on March 18th. She sank one freighter and damaged another.

For some time, Allied forces had been aware of a large Japanese restricted area west of the Nansei Shoto in the East China Sea. Submarines had been warned of its presence and given its position, and were in the habit of proceeding around it to the north when patrolling the Formosa Strait and the adjacent China Coast. Immediately after receipt of TRIGGER’s report of the attack she had made, ComSubPac told her to give as much information as possible concerning the subsequent movements of the convoy, in order to help establish the existence of a safe passage through the restricted area. On March 20th, TRIGGER reported that the attack she had made on the convoy had taken place northeast and that she had been held down for three hours by escorts following the attack. When last seen or heard the convoy was heading for the restricted area, but TRIGGER had been unable to regain contact when she was able to surface. On March 25th she was to move west and patrol, remaining clear of restricted areas and outside the 100-fathom curve. On March 26th TRIGGER was told to proceed to form a coordinated attack group, known as Earl’s Eliminators, with SEADOG and THREADFIN. This message to TRIGGER required an acknowledgement, but on the same day she sent a weather report which did not contain an acknowledgement, and she never was heard from again. On March 28th, SEADOG reported that she had been unable to communicate with TRIGGER since the formation of the wolf pack. To clarify the situation for the other submarines, TRIGGER was given another assignment and told to acknowledge, and the wolf pack was disbanded on 30 March.

After many attempts to contact her by radio had failed, TRIGGER was ordered on April 4th to proceed to Midway. When she failed to arrive by May 1, 1945, she was reported as presumed lost in enemy water on her twelfth patrol, after a long and illustrious career. Since she knew the position of the enemy restricted area containing mines it is extremely doubtful that TRIGGER’s loss was due to a mine. On the afternoon of March 28th, a two- hour long depth charge attack was conducted by Japanese planes in cooperation with other ships. Other U.S. submarines in the area heard the attack. Hour later, THREADFIN reports, “Many distant strings of depth charges and several heavy explosions heard from what was believed to be the eastward. (In the opposite direction from the location of our attacks). It sounded as though someone was getting quite a drubbing.” No other submarine in the vicinity reported having been attacked, although all reported hearing many explosions.


The Japanese report of the above attack states, “Detected a submarine over eight times and bombed it. Ships also detected it – depth charged. Found oil pool of 1 x 5 miles in size the following day.” Since it is extremely doubtful that THREADFIN received sufficient damage to have left the oil pool described by the Japanese, it must be presumed that TRIGGER was lost in this action. TRIGGER is credited with one freighter sunk and another damaged on her final patrol. This makes a total of 27 ships sunk, for 180,600 tons, and 13 ships damaged, for 102,900 tons, during the ship’s entire career. In her second patrol to Empire in the area south of Honshu, TRIGGER sent a freighter to the bottom, and damaged two large tankers and a freighter. TRIGGER’s third patrol was a mining mission as well as an offensive patrol; it, too, was in the Empire. She saw a large freighter blow up and sink when it hit a mine she had laid, and also sank two freighters by torpedo attacks. Also on January 10, 1943, TRIGGER torpedoed and sank the Japanese destroyer OKIKAZE near Honshu. TRIGGER covered the Palau-Wewak (New Guinea) traffic lanes on her fourth patrol and succeeded in sinking one freighter and damaging two more. Again in the area south of Honshu, TRIGGER on her fifth patrol sank a large freighter and damaged an aircraft carrier and a tanker. Her sixth and seventh patrols were in the East China Sea. On her sixth she sank three good-sized tankers and a freighter, doing damage to another freighter. Her seventh resulted in the sinking of four good-sized freighters, one tanker, and one large transport. The eighth patrol of this vessel was made in the Carolines on the Truk-Guam route, and she sank a large freighter-transport and an escort vessel. She sank four freighter- transports as well as a patrol vessel near Palau on her ninth patrol; she also damaged a large tanker, two freighters and a sampan. TRIGGER’s tenth patrol, as her last did, covered the Northern Nansei Shoto area. She received partial credit for sinking a small tanker, which was sunk cooperatively with SALMON. TRIGGER’s eleventh patrol was in the Empire, but resulted in disappointingly few enemy contacts and no attack opportunities. This ship was awarded the Presidential Unit Citation for her fifth sixth and seventh patrols.

March Base Meeting:  The March Razorback Base meeting will be held at 1500, March 24, 2007 At the American Legion Hall at 315 East Capitol, Little Rock, AR. The Legion is providing a meal for the cost of $6.75 per person consisting of:

Hamburger Steak

Brown Gravy

Mashed Potatoes

Green Beans

Salad

Hot Rolls

Cake

Tea and coffee

Directions from I-30, Take exit 141 to 2nd Street, Left on Cumberland Street, Left on East Capitol to 315 East Capitol.  Directions from North Little Rock downtown area Take Main street Bridge to Little Rock, continue on Scott to East Capitol, Left on East Capitol to 315 East Capitol.

^^^^^

Treasures Report:  February 2007
	BEGINNING BALANCE:
	$4830.56

	DEPOSITS:
	

	Dues Collected
	$  915.00

	Donations Received
	$  135.00

	Ships Store
	$  274.12

	TOTAL DEPOSITS:
	$1324.12

	EXPENSES:
	

	Dues to USSVI
	$  355.00

	TOTAL EXPENSES:
	$  355.00

	ENDING BALANCE:
	$5799.68

	CHARITYS
	

	Boat Air Condition Fund
	$5000.00

	Base Charity Fund
	$2500.00


Submitted by: Greg Schwerman

Base Treasurer

^^^^^

Navy News
[image: image2.png]



Black Sub Vets: The Untold Silent Service

Navy News - PO1 Ira J. Elinson - February 16, 2007

Groton, CT.--It’s a story that’s been told for more than 50 years, mostly across the dinner table or on back porches. Although it was never a secret, this tale of the “silent service” hadn't reached a wider audience.

Now, thanks to someone’s childhood fascination with submarines, and especially a specific crew member, everyone has the opportunity to hear the story.

“Despite the fact that black men served valiantly in the submarine force during World War II and beyond into the age of nuclear submarines, and continue to do so to this day, their accomplishments have gone largely unnoticed. It is now time to get them back onto the radar screen of history,” declares author Glenn A. Knoblock, in his book, “Black Submariners in the United States Navy, 1940 - 1975.”

Knoblock presented a comprehensive lecture on his latest work at the Submarine Force Library and Museum in Groton, Conn., before an audience of more than 100 current and veteran submariners Feb. 9. Many of the SUBVETS who attended were highlighted in his book. Knoblock’s slide show depicting Navy life for black submarine Sailors in the 1940s evoked warm memories for many SUBVETS.

Retired Master Chief Melvin Williams Sr., who, despite graduating at the top of his technical high school class before joining the Navy in 1951, was limited in his career choice to the Steward rating (SD). The Navy, he said, moved slowly in regards to racial equality, but it was better than in the civilian world. Williams traveled from Maryland to attend the event. His son, Melvin Williams Jr., carried on the Navy tradition as a vice admiral serving as deputy, Fleet Forces Command, and wrote the foreword to Knoblock’s book.

James Mosley served 20 years in the Navy after joining in 1948. During his career he said he’s seen many changes in the way blacks were treated. He stuck with it and went on to be the first black to attend, not only the Submarine Medical Technical School, but the Navy’s Nuclear Power School. 

Rear Adm. Cecil Haney, commander, Submarine Group 2, said these men are described in the book as trail blazers "who paved the way for change." 

“The Navy today has folks of all colors involved in all aspects of operations. It is the difference between day and night," he said.

After the presentation, Knoblock signed copies of the book. It seemed as though there were as many people interested in getting their books signed by the submarine veterans as the author. 

A special display honoring the service and sacrifice of black submariners is on exhibit in the museum’s main hall throughout the month of February. 

^^^^^

USSVI POC Broadcast 07-003
Deadline for Scholarship Applications Coming Up!

Submitted by Paul Orstad, National Scholarship Chairman

USSVI National Scholarship Program is announcing "Last Call" for scholarship Applications which is 15 March 2007. There will be no exceptions. The scholarship applications are due to the National Scholarship Chairman Post Marked No Later than 15 April 2007 and in his hands by 20 April. Plan ahead as this date is just around the corner. You can also down load the scholarship application by going to the web page www.ussvi.org and click on the "Charitable Fund on the left side. Then click on "scholarships", then click on "Application". There should be four files there for you to download. You will also need the Adobe Acrobat reader program to down load which is elsewhere in the USSVI web Page for you to download also. If you run in to trouble let me know and I will get you help but don't wait till the last minute to ask.  Thank you and Good Luck on your scholarship application.

Paul Orstad

USSVI NSC

hogan343@aol.com
1-860-334-6457 (Cell)

^^^^^

Nominations for 2007 Awards Now Open

Submitted by Art Randall, National Awards Chairman
Any USSVI member in good standing may nominate any other member in good standing for any individual award.  Any USSVI member in good standing may nominate any Base for an appropriate award.  Newsletter of the Year submissions must be for the publishing period 01 May, 2006 through 30 April, 2007 and must be received by the National Awards Chairman NO LATER THAN 31 May, 2007.  Website of the Year judging is for any two-week period at the Base's choosing between now and 31 May 2007.  For more information check the official 2007 Awards Program: http://www.ussvi.org/Documents/Awards_Programs_2007-Awards_Pgm.pdf.  Or click on "Awards" and "Programs" for access to the same document.

^^^^^

Holland Club (HC) Information

The following HC eligibility requirements apply to all USSVI members:

* Qualified in submarines for fifty (50) years or more

* Member in good standing; local base and national paid up dues

* A Regular Member for five (5) consecutive years or

* A Life Member for one (1) year.

Eligibility for nomination to the HC is determined from information contained in the Razorback Base membership roster.  This membership roster is maintained by our Membership Chairman John Barr from the information each of you have provided John.  Therefore, it is the responsibility of each base member to inform John about any changes that need to be made to an individual’s roster information; such as, mailing address, e-mail address, phone number and so forth.  To contact John log on to the Razorback Base web site and click on Base Officers for his phone number or e-mail address.

After recently reviewing the Razorback Base roster, I have determined that as of the end of 2006 the base has 36 HC members on the current roster.  Of these 36 HC members, 11 members are dual base members.  That is, while these 11 are Razorback Base members they each have a “home base” other than the Razorback Base.  Therefore, the Razorback Base had 25 “home base” HC members at the end of 2006.  I have nominated an additional six (6) “home base” members to the HC for the class of 2007.

The following “home base” members have been nominated for the class of 2007.

* Kenneth R. Brown, Qual Date 1957, Qual Boat Rasher SS-269

* Walter A. Gossfeld, Qual Date 1957, Qual Boat Besugo SS-321

* Terence M. Murphy, Qual Date 1957, Qual Boat Diodon SS-349

* Jack W. Nease, Qual Date 1952, Qual Boat Sarda SS-488

* Glenn L. Stewart, Qual Date 1957, Qual Boat Bugara SS-331

* Frederick Weilminister, Qual Date 1945, Qual Boat Pintado SS-387

Lee Huss

Razorback Base Holland Club Rep

E-mail: lee393sub@sbcglobal.net
Phone: 501-922-1216

^^^^^

Websites to checkout

http://www.olgoat.com/substuff/dex58.htm
http://home.flash.net/~tomj/tunny/chop/chop.htm
http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=5588388288256218328
^^^^^

Chaplin’s Report

I talked with AJ Hix on March 1st and he is still sore from his operation. The weather has been too cool for him to do much walking. He will be starting cardiac rehab in March. He told me feels well other than being sore and possibly will be able to attend the next base meeting March 24, at the American Legion in Little Rock.

David Farmer is in ICU at Baptist Hospital in North Little Rock in ICU. He is still is running a fever at this time. Bonny and I plan to visit with David and Jane tonight. Please keep AJ Hix and David Farmer and their families in your prayers.

Please keep Ray or I informed if you are aware of any base members who are ill. This is the only way the base can send cards and I can visit with members within the Pulaski, Lonoke, and White countries. 

Carl Schmidt
^^^^^

On July 23, 1958, NAUTILUS departed Pearl Harbor, Hawaii under top secret orders to conduct "Operation Sunshine," the first crossing of the North Pole by a ship. At 11:15 pm on August 3, 1958, NAUTILUS' second Commanding Officer, Commander William R. Anderson, USN, announced to his crew "For the world, Our Country, and the Navy - the North Pole." With 116 men aboard, NAUTILUS had accomplished the "impossible," reaching the geographic North Pole--90 degrees north.

To all, It is with extreme sadness that I tell you of the passing of Captain William R. Anderson, USN Retired. The Captain received his final set of orders from his Supreme Commander-in-Chief on Sunday, February 25, 2007 to go on eternal patrol. We will miss our Commanding Officer, a great man, but we will all join him, and others, as shipmates, when our time comes to relieve the watch. Please send your cards, letters, thoughts and prayers to Pat at 104 Morven Park Rd., Leesburg, VA 20175-2604.

You may e-mail her at pwanderson13@verizon.net. A service will take place at 11:00 AM on Friday, March 16, 2007 at the Ft. Myer's Chapel, followed by burial with full honors in Arlington National Cemetery. A reception for all attendees will follow. Details later. In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the Nautilus Alumni Association Inc. Richard Young, Treasurer, Box 623, Kuna, ID 83634-0623, or to the Submarine Force Library & Museum Association Inc., Naval Submarine Base New London, Groton, CT 06349 

There, not one of the ocean's monsters could trouble the last sleep of the crew of the Nautilus, of those friends riveted to each other in death as in life. Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea.

"There is a port of no return where ships may lie at anchor for a little space. And then some starless night the cable slips leaving only an eddy at the mooring place. Gulls veer no longer. Sailor Rest your Oar. No tangled wreckage will be washed ashore" 

CAPTAIN WILLIAM R. ANDERSON…REST YOUR OAR

^^^^^

Submarine Humor & Fun
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^^^^^
A guy is driving around the back woods of Tennessee and he sees a sign in front of a broken down shanty-style house: "Talking Dog for Sale." He rings the bell and the owner appears and tells him the dog is in the backyard.

The guy goes into the backyard and sees a nice looking Labrador retriever sitting there.

"You talk?" he asks.

"Yep," the Lab replies.

After the guy recovers from the shock of hearing a dog talk, he says "So, what's your story?"

The Lab looks up and says, "Well, I discovered that I could talk when I was pretty young. I wanted to help the government, so I told the CIA and they had me sworn into the toughest branch of the armed services … the United States Marines ... you know one of their nicknames is "The Devil Dogs".

In no time at all they had me jetting from country to country, sitting in rooms with spies and world leaders; because no one figured a dog would be eavesdropping. I was one of their most valuable spies for eight years running, but the jetting around really tired me out and I knew I wasn't getting any younger. So, I decided to settle down. I retired from the Corps (8 dog years is 56 Corps years) and signed up for a job at the airport to do some undercover security, wandering near suspicious characters and listening in."

"I uncovered some incredible dealings and was awarded a batch of medals. I got married, had a mess of puppies, and now I'm just retired."

The guy is amazed. He goes back in and asks the owner what he wants for the dog.

"Ten dollars," the guy says.

"Ten dollars? This dog is amazing! Why on earth are you selling him so cheap?"

"Because he's a liar. He never did any of that shit. Hell, he was in the Navy!"
^^^^^
March Birthdays

Mar 3rd – Charles Waddell

Mar 4th – Frank Tillery

Mar 6th – James Baker

Mar 8th – James Grinstead

Mar 15th – Eugene Haley, Sr.

Mar 16th – John Ranguette

Mar 23rd – Vernon McNulty

Mar 23rd – Greg Schwerman

Mar 24th – Dan Odenweller

Mar 26th – Dick Childs

Mar 26th – Steve Nawojczyk

Mar 30th – George Fore

Mar 30th – Richard Tackett

Mar 31st – Frederick Wright

Happy Birthday!

^^^^^

HAWGFISH SCUTTLEBUTT

IN GOD WE TRUST

David Grove

144 White Oak Ln.

Little Rock, AR 72227

Dgrove2000@sbcglobal.net
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Our Creed





"To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in


the pursuit of their duties while serving their Country. That their


dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of 


motivation toward greater accomplishments. A pledge of loyalty and 


patriotism to the United States Government."





WW II Boats on Eternal Patrol








Sealion (SS-195)	        S-36 (SS-141)		S-26 (SS-131)


Shark I (SS-174)	        Perch (SS-176)	S-27 (SS-132)


Grunion (SS-216)	        S-39 (SS-144)		Argonaut (SS-166)


Amberjack (SS-219)        Grampus (SS-207)	Triton (SS-201)


Pickerel (SS-177)	        Grenadier (SS-210)	Runner (SS-275)


R-12 (SS-89)	        Grayling (SS-209)	Pompano (SS-181)


Cisco (SS-290)	        S-44 (SS-155)		Dorado (SS-248)


Wahoo (SS-238)	        Corvina (SS-226)	Scuplin (SS-191)


Capelin (SS-289)	        Scorpion (SS-278)  	Grayback (SS-208)


Trout (SS-202)	        Tullibee (SS-284)	Gugeon (SS-211)


Herring (SS-233)	        Golet (SS-361)		S-28 (SS-133)


Robalo (SS-273)	        Filer (SS-250)		Harder (SS-257)


Seawolf (SS-197)	        Darter (SS-227)	Shark II (SS-314)


Tang (SS-306)	        Escolar (SS-294)	Albacore (SS-218)


Growler (SS-215)	        Scamp (SS-277)	Swordfish (SS-193)


Barbel (SS-316)	        Kete (SS-369)		Trigger (SS-237)


Snook (SS-279)	        Lagarto (SS-371)	Bonefish (SS-223)


Bullhead (SS-332)





Cold War Boats on Eternal Patrol





Scorpion (SSN-589)			Thresher (SSN-593)





Pledge of Allegiance





"I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America,


and to the Republic for which it stands, one Nation under God,


indivisible, with liberty and justice for all."
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