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February 2006

Commanders Corner

Mother Nature unfortunately cancelled our February dinner in Little Rock because of the ice storm.  Because of the late date, short time frame and other commitments, it was decided to forego rescheduling and continue on.  Our next base meeting will be on Saturday, March 25, 2006 at the Cornerstone Deli in North Little Rock on Main Street.  The business meeting will start at 5:00 PM and will be preceded at 4:00 PM by the Executive Committee discussion.  As always, food and drink is available for those who attend.

John Barr, our Base Membership Chairman, informs me we still have several members who either haven’t renewed their national, base and/or both annual dues for 2006.  A notice received from the national secretary listed our base members who haven’t renewed and also stated they would be placed in an inactive membership status effective April 1, 2006.  Obviously, those USSVI members who haven’t renewed by that date will also become inactive in the base.  John has expended a considerable amount of effort in contacting all members about this matter and is trying very hard to ensure their membership is maintained without interruption.  If you have questions about the amount(s) or where to send the payment feel free to contact John or myself.  We certainly don’t want to lose any members regardless of the circumstances; however, the national organization dictates membership policy.  USS RAZORBACK Base was the only recipient of the Anchor Award for 2005 with 100% renewal.  If you do not plan to continue your membership in either USSVI or USS RAZORBACK Base, we would appreciate your letting us know soon so we can make the appropriate notification without penalty to our membership renewals.

March signifies two events which positively impacted on the submarine forces and the outcome of the Cold War.  The first of 37 STURGEON Class submarines was commissioned with USS RAY (SSN 653) leading the pack followed by QUEENFISH (SSN 651).  Their place in history is solid although the public will really never know their accomplishments because of security constraints.  The book “Blind Man’s Bluff” only scratched the surface of that subject.  The 37 boats of this class are now awaiting the final phases of the Submarine Recycling Program at Puget Sound NSY in Washington with USS PARCHE being the last to leave active service in 2004.   
Billy

^^^^^

Editor

Wanda and I will be out of country for the next two weeks.  We have the opportunity to celebrate our anniversary in Australia.  If you need to contact us, we will return on the 26th of March.  Between now and then, we won’t be available.

I’m hoping the turnout for the campout in Heber Springs will be good.  There is more information later in this newsletter about that campout.




Alan   

^^^^^

The reason congressmen try so hard to get reelected is that they would hate to have to make a living under the laws they've passed.
^^^^^

Smith climbs to the top of Mt. Sinai to get close enough to talk to God. Looking up, he asks the Lord, " God, what does a million years mean to you?"
The Lord replies, "A minute." Smith asks, "And what does a million dollars mean to you?" The Lord replies, "A penny."
Smith asks, "Can I have a penny?"
The Lord replies, "In a minute."

USS TRIGGER (SS 237)
March 26, 1945 - 89 Men Lost
Departing Guam on March 11, 1945, TRIGGER, under the command of Cmdr. D.R. Connole, headed for the Nansei Shoto area to conduct her twelfth war patrol. She was to provide rescue services for carrier based aircraft, as well as to carry out a normal offensive patrol. 

For some time, Allied forces had been aware of a large Japanese restricted area west of the Nansei Shoto in the East China Sea. The area had been marked “restricted” in captured enemy notices to mariners, and Allied forces were obliged to accept that the area was mined, and to keep out of it. Submarines had been warned of its presence and given its position, and were in the habit of proceeding around it to the north when patrolling the Formosa Strait and the adjacent China Coast. The convoy, which had been attacked by TRIGGER, was heading for this restricted area. It had always been strongly suspected that there were gaps in the mine lines, since the area was too big to be at once completely and effectively mined. 

	


	

	


Immediately after receipt of TRIGGER’s report of the attack she had made, ComSubPac told her to give as much information as possible concerning the subsequent movements of the convoy, in order to help establish the existence of a safe passage through the restricted area. On March 20th, TRIGGER reported that the attack she had made on the convoy had taken place northeast and that she had been held down for three hours by escorts following the attack. When last seen or heard the convoy was heading for the restricted area, but TRIGGER had been unable to regain contact when she was able to surface. 

On March 24th, TRIGGER was given further orders. On March 25th she was to move west and patrol, remaining clear of restricted areas and outside the 100-fathom curve. On March 26th TRIGGER was told to proceed at best speed to form a coordinated attack group, known as Earl’s Eliminators, with SEADOG and THREADFIN. The group was to be commanded by Cmdr. E.T. Hydeman in SEADOG. This message to TRIGGER required an acknowledgement, but on the same day she sent a weather report which did not contain an acknowledgement, and she never was heard from again. On March 28th, SEADOG reported that she had been unable to communicate with TRIGGER since the formation of the wolf pack. To clarify the situation for the other submarines, TRIGGER was given another assignment and told to acknowledge, and the wolf pack was disbanded on 30 March. After many attempts to contact her by radio had failed, TRIGGER was ordered on April 4th to proceed to Midway. When she failed to arrive by May 1, 1945, she was reported as presumed lost in enemy water on her twelfth patrol, after a long and illustrious career. 
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THE USS RAZORBACK BASE is proud to host the 2006 USSVI National Convention.   The convention will be held September 5-10, 2006 at the Peabody Hotel in Little Rock.  Information on our convention may be found on the Razorback Base website www.razorbackbase.com .  This includes the registration form, hotel information, prices, points of contact, boat reunions, and other pertinent information.  We know everyone doesn’t have web access so we will include in this newsletter convention information each month.  Everything won’t be included in each newsletter so please keep the information you need from the newsletter.  

SCHEDULE

Monday, September 4, 2006

1200 – 1700        Early Registration
1200 – 1700        Vendors Set Up
1300 – 1530        Tour of Little Rock
1800 – 2030        Tour of Little Rock
         Boat Reunions as scheduled

Tuesday, September 5, 2006

0700 – 0900        Continental Breakfast
0900 – 1700        Vendors Open
0900 – 1700        Registration and Help Desk
0900 – 1700        Casino Trip                                                        
0900 – 1500        Spa Treatment        
0930 – 1200        Tour of Little Rock
1300 – 1630        Tour of Little Rock        
1500 – 1730        Visit to VA Hospital
            Boat Reunions as scheduled

Wednesday, September 6, 2006

0700 – 0900        Continental Breakfast
0800                        Holland Club Breakfast
0900 – 1700        Registration and Help Desk
0900 – 1500        Military Tour
0900 – 1530        Tour – Marisgate Plantation
0900 – 1700        Vendors Open
1300 – 1630        Tour of Little Rock
1200 – 2200        Hospitality Room Open
1630 – 1830        Welcome Aboard Party (Must be registered)
1800                        Gallery Showing – Bill Garrison
            Boat Reunions as scheduled


Thursday, September 7, 2006

0700 – 0900        Continental Breakfast
0800 – 1130        Skeet Shooting
0900 – 1700        Registration and Help Desk
0900 – 1700        Vendors Open
0900 – 1130        Tour of State Capital & Gov’s Mansion
0900 – 1700        Casino Trip                                                
1200 – 1400        Men’s Luncheon
1200 – 1400        Ladies High Tea (Hats Suggested)
1200 – 2200        Hospitality Room Open
1500                        Board of Directors Meeting
1600                        Charitable Foundation Meeting
1730 – 1930        Dinner Cruise        
            Boat Reunions as scheduled

Friday, September 8, 2006

0700 – 0900        Continental Breakfast
0800 – 1000        Base Commanders Breakfast
            Breakout Meetings
                                    Treasurers
                                    Chaplains
                                    Membership
                                    RV’ers
                                    Storekeepers
                                    International
0900 – 1700        Registration and Help Desk
0900 – 1700        Vendors Open
0900 – 1700        Hot Springs Tour
1200 – 2200        Hospitality Room Open
1900 – 2000        Memorial Service

Saturday, September 9, 2006

0700 – 0900        Continental Breakfast
0800 – 1100        Business Meeting
0800 – 1100        Subvettes Meeting
0900 – 1700        Registration and Help Desk
0900 – 1200        Vendors Open
1200                     Vendors Breakdown                                
1400 – 1630        Film Festival
1730 – 1830        Cocktail Hour
1830 – 2300        Banquet and Dance

Sunday, September 10, 2006

0800 – 1000        Farewell Breakfast
^^^^^

^^^^^

On one of my many trips to Groton Ct as a member of the Virginia 
(SSN-774) Class Submarine Design-Build team, I was invited by the Senior Instructor at the Submarine Advanced Operations Department to attend a Basic Enlisted Submarine School graduation.
Like everything else in both life and our military forces today, all 
the presentations and graduation speeches were temperate, colorless, gentle admonitions to go forth and do good stuff... Keep your fly zipped and don't pee on the petunias.

I sat there and mentally composing what I would have said to these 
fine young men poised on the threshold of the finest experience of their lives. Master Chief "Black Jack" Dawson l asked me to put into words what I felt being a submariner was all about from a raghat point of view.

Based on my experience, a Submarine School graduation talk should ignite a raging fire in a young man's heart. Here's what I would have said:

"Gentlemen, you represent the top 2% of The United States Navy and to be here with your butts planted in folding steel chairs in this magic 
carpet ride launching pad, you had to volunteer not once, but twice. 
Once to join the greatest navy that there ever was or ever will be. 
And then you signed up for one of the most respected fraternal 
organizations in the history of naval warfare - The United States 
Submarine Force.

"The course completion certificate you will be given here today will 
serve as your adoption papers in a family that will embrace you for a 
lifetime and define you as a citizen of this fair republic who earned 
his rights by unselfish arduous service in a universally recognized 
tough, elite outfit. A man... My old COB, once told me to look on the 
back of my Dolphins...

"Bob, you see an expiration date on your Dolphins?"
"Nope, sure don't."
"You know why?"
"Don't have a clue."
"Because you are just as much a member of this community today as you were the day they pinned those Dolphins on your wet dungaree shirt."

"Think about that a second... Let that sink in. The United States 
Submarine Force is a commitment you have made voluntarily, and have proven, through rigorous selection and the successful completion of this course, worthy of acceptance in an organization of special men having lifetime benefits.

"You are the latest, bright, shiny link in a continuous chain of 
American Submariners who have established a worldwide, fully 
justified reputation as the world's toughest saltwater meateaters 
riding the finest steel sharks ever made.

"You stand on the threshold of an adventure... An unparalleled magic 
carpet ride that will exceed anything you can conjure up in your finest fantasy. What you are about to embark on, is a trip that would make Jules' Verne's eyes pop out. I envy you. I am so damn jealous of your youthful enthusiasm, your evident pride in your accomplishment 
and the amazing journey you begin here today

"Ah, the yellow brick road.
"Fathers will point you out in bus stations...
"Son, you see that sailor over there?"
"Yessir."

"He's a submarine sailor. He tougher than a boarding house steak and rides submarines."

"He rides submarines. Can you think of a prouder title? I saw a 
little kid riding a tricycle on the sidewalk in Groton. The kid was 
wearing a T-shirt that read, 'My dad is a submariner'. I can only 
think of one kid's T-shirt that would top that... 'My dad checks Meg 
Ryan for ticks.'

"Your voluntary selection of the Sub Force as your way to serve your nation has given you access to the seaports of the globe and a life where you will be able to fit all your worldly possessions in a seabag.

"You will go places in the oceans of the globe where damn few men 
have ever been... Where you will hear sounds and experience 
sensations known only to a minute fraction of the world's population.

"You will serve in the most advanced technical submersible platforms known to man. Craft that serve as the farthest extended invisible bulwark of American defense.

"You will go from here to earn your Dolphins, representing your 
qualification and acceptance as a United States Submariner.

"I have previously mentioned how I envy you. I have had my 
opportunity to dance the saltwater fandango with the Goddess of the 
Main Induction. I have experienced the camaraderie that you will soon 
experience. I have heard the creak and groan of steel at depth, but 
nowhere near the depths the modern marvels you will ride, will achieve.

"You have opened the magic oyster that will change your life forever 
and that will serve as your ticket to adventure. You have achieved a 
status that will provide the only credentials required to sit at 
tables covered with beer glass rings and swap bullshit and sea 
stories with your undersea fraternity brothers while the sailors not associated with the life below sunshine penetration look on in wonder and envy.

"And, you will be forever embraced by the elite Sub Force family up 
to the point that the Great Commander issues you your pine peacoat and assigns you to a boat moored at the Big Silver Pier in the Sky.

"A hand salute to the mothers who bore you. The parents who put the 
steel of honor and conviction in your spine and the patriotic values 
in your hearts You are, by the road you have chosen to travel, a 
credit to, not only your family, hometown, state and nation but to
yourselves.

"Let me assure you that your name will be listed alongside the best 
of the best. It will appear on a list containing both long ago 
legends and giants of the force and the names of the pioneers of 
nuclear propulsion. Lads, that is a damn fine group of men to be 
associated with.

"In conclusion, as you sit here today, there are lads in your 
hometown whose greatest thrill in life will be making a three cushion 
shot at the local pool hall. They will never travel more than 300 
miles from the hospital where they were they were born and end up 
marrying some sweetheart whose ambition will begin and end with 
accumulating grocery store discount coupons and attending PTA spaghetti dinners.

"The closest those jaybirds will get to exotic faraway lands will be 
thumbing through the pages of a barbershop National Geographic.

"While your uncle Ralph is back home guarding his hen house with a rusty 20-gauge, you will be cruising the seas of the planet, hauling ordinance capable of causing urban renewal with a 500-mile radius. 
You will be standing watch over weapons, capable of sending entire populations off to Hell in a flash of fire.

"The American submariner is the principle reason the bad guys rarely get to peek under Lady Liberty's nightie and your kids don't eat sushi at school.

"You have joined the family of America's undersea warriors.

"Tomorrow when you shave, take a good look in the mirror, smile and say to yourself...

"Mothers, lock up your daughters, there's a new boatsailor in town."

"WELCOME ABOARD, SAILOR."
^^^^^

Because they had no reservations at a busy restaurant, my elderly neighbor and his wife were told there would be a 45 minute wait for a table. "Young man, we're both 90 years old," the husband said. "We may not have 45 minutes."
They were seated immediately.
^^^^^
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Two Sailors pose aboard USS Constitution wearing the blue digital patterned battle dress uniform concept. Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Mike Mullen approved plans for a single working uniform for all ranks, E-1 to O-10, based on recommendations made during a comprehensive briefing in Washington, D.C. by Task Force Uniform Feb. 24. The BDU-style working uniform, designed to replaces seven different styles of current working uniforms, is made of a near maintenance-free permanent press 50/50 nylon and cotton blend. Worn with a blue cotton t-shirt, it will include an eight-point cover, a black web belt with closed buckle, and black smooth leather boots, with black suede no-shine boots for optional wear while assigned to non-shipboard commands. The uniform also will be made in three variants, all in a multi-color digital print pattern: predominately blue, with some gray, for the majority of Sailors and shipboard use; and a woodland digital pattern and a desert digital pattern for Sailors serving in units requiring those types of uniforms. U.S. Navy photo by Chief Journalist Michael Foutch (RELEASED)
^^^^^

HEBER SPRINGS CAMPING AND PICNIC MEETING

On Saturday, April 22, we will hold the Razorback Base meeting at JFK park in Heber Springs.  I currently have three campsites reserved for the nights of April 21 and April 22.  These sites are all together and should make for a great weekend.  I decided that the sites on the Little Red River would be a little different than on the lake but we would have more people interested in catching a trout than in swimming in April.  

Most people will just come on Saturday for the picnic, but a few will want to camp and this reserves our sites.

The sites currently reserved are D20, D21, and D22 at John F. Kennedy Park.  Reservations may be made by calling 1-877-444-6777.

The sites have electric and water and there are bathrooms there.  If you are interested in one of the campsites contact Alan Malone.  Even if all three of these sites are taken, we still have time to reserve more sites as long as you can let me know early.  As we approach, we will make plans for food and cooks.  Ideas or volunteers???

^^^^^

FROM AHOY TO HOOAH?

Task Force Marshall expands Navy training By Chris Rasmussen/The Leader Staff 
  - Fort Jackson may be miles and miles away from the Atlantic Ocean, but hundreds of sailors will drift onto the Army training facility over the next several months to prepare for combat duty on land.

Between 100 and 200 sailors will report to Fort Jackson every two weeks for the next several months for training that will prepare them to join Army
units in several locations overseas.

"I receive them, equip them and train them," said Lt. Col. Doug Snyder, commander of the 1st Battalion, 518th Infantry Regiment, also known as Task
Force Marshall.

The initial wave of Navy personnel came to Fort Jackson in December when 56 sailors went through two weeks of Army training to prepare them to serve in Iraq as part of a civil affairs battalion.

Sailors training now at Fort Jackson will be deployed to several different locations including Iraq, Afghanistan, Bahrain, Cuba and Kosovo. "Most of them will be rounding out Army units," Snyder said.

During their time here, Sailors will be trained on the M-16, M-9 and heavy weapons. They will also go through convoy operations, urban operations, land navigation, first aid and other Army skills. They will train at the McCrady
Training Center here.

"I'm a submariner and we don't do this stuff," Lt. Junior Grade Matthew Johns said during urban operations training. "It is a lot different but the drill sergeants have been very good and they make it clear what needs to be
done."

The training cadre faces the daunting task of packing many tasks normally taught over nine weeks of Basic Combat Training into two weeks.

"There isn't a whole lot of downtime for them," said Sgt. 1st Class Warren Brown, Task Force Marshal. "Their day starts at 0500 (5 a.m.) and ends at
2000 (8 p.m.). I don't know half of these guys' names. We don't have time."

The groups will be comprised of males and females, active duty and reserve as well as officers and noncommissioned officers.

"We are not here to change the face of the Navy," Brown said. "Our mission is to give them a taste of the Army. They will still be sailors when they leave."

For many of the sailors, weapons qualifications have been the most
challenging aspect of their training.
"I had never fired an M-16 until I came here," Senior Chief Petty Officer Raymond Harris said. "For only having two days training on it, I think I did
very well."

Drill sergeants have also been challenged with the assignment of going from training privates to drilling Navy personnel, many of who are officers.

"It is more difficult to teach these guys than privates because they are seasoned and sometimes some of them will challenge you when you tell them how to do something,"Brown said.

Their experience, however, lends them to this type of expedited training.
"It takes two days to teach a private how to dig a fox hole. With these guys, they are in their fox hole on the first day," Brown said.

Following their training at Fort Jackson, some will be immediately deployed
overseas, while others will be sent to Fort Bragg for additional training.

"Overall it has been a pretty smooth transition," said Lt. Jason Gilbert, executive officer for the Task Force Marshal. "They have a good attitude and
they are ready to train."

^^^^^

HAWGFISH SCUTTLEBUTT

IN GOD WE TRUST

Alan Malone

734 Good Springs Rd.

Heber Springs, AR 72543

                                                         

[image: image5.png]




 EMBED Word.Picture.8  [image: image6.wmf] 



USSVI National Convention Page











Published monthly by the USS Razorback Base of the United States Submarine Veterans, Inc.





Base Commander, Bill Hollaway


501-758-3266;  retldousn@earthlink.net


Editor, Alan Malone


501-362-2623;   subdriver@peoplepc.com














Our Creed





"To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in


the pursuit of their duties while serving their Country. That their


dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of 


motivation toward greater accomplishments. A pledge of loyalty and 


patriotism to the United States Government."





WW II Boats on Eternal Patrol








Sealion (SS-195)	        S-36 (SS-141)	    S-26 (SS-131)


Shark I (SS-174)	        Perch (SS-176)	    S-27 (SS-132)


Grunion (SS-216)	        S-39 (SS-144)	    Argonaut (SS-166)


Amberjack (SS-219)   Grampus (SS-207)	    Triton (SS-201)


Pickerel (SS-177)	        Grenadier (SS-210)	    Runner (SS-275)


R-12 (SS-89)	        Grayling (SS-209)	    Pompano (SS-181)


Cisco (SS-290)	        S-44 (SS-155)	    Dorado (SS-248)


Wahoo (SS-238)	        Corvina (SS-226)	    Scuplin (SS-191)


Capelin (SS-289)	        Scorpion (SS-278)  	    Grayback (SS-208)


Trout (SS-202)	        Tullibee (SS-284)	    Gugeon (SS-211)


Herring (SS-233)	        Golet (SS-361)	    S-28 (SS-133)


Robalo (SS-273)	        Filer (SS-250)	    Harder (SS-257)


Seawolf (SS-197)	        Darter (SS-227)	    Shark II (SS-314)


Tang (SS-306)	        Escolar (SS-294)	    Albacore (SS-218)


Growler (SS-215)	        Scamp (SS-277)	    Swordfish (SS-193)


Barbel (SS-316)	        Kete (SS-369)	    Trigger (SS-237)


Snook (SS-279)	        Lagarto (SS-371)	    Bonefish (SS-223)


Bullhead (SS-332)





Cold War Boats on Eternal Patrol





Scorpion (SSN-589)		                 Thresher (SSN-593)





Pledge of Allegiance





"I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America,


and to the Republic for which it stands, one Nation under God,


indivisible, with liberty and justice for all."
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