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Current Executive Committee:

	Base Commander
	Ray Wewers
	raywewers@suddenlink.net
	(479) 967-5541

	Vice Commander
	Paul Honeck
	phoneck@centurytel.net
	(501) 241-0691

	COB
	Joe Mathis
	usnjrm@yahoo.com
	(501) 565-6021

	Chaplain
	Carl Schmidt
	bonnynclyde@classicnet.net
	(501) 843-7855

	Treasurer
	Greg Schwerman
	gschwerman@comcast.net
	(501) 804-0386

	Yeoman
	Bonny Zonner
	zonner394@hughes.net
	(501) 316-6641

	Webmaster
	Greg Zonner
	zonner632@hughes.net
	(501) 316-6641

	Membership
	John Barr
	jcbarr@aristotle.net
	(501) 663-6622

	Storekeeper
	Ray Wewers
	raywewers@cox.net
	(479) 967-5541

	Holland Club
	Lee Huss
	lee393sub@sbcglobal.net
	(501) 922-1216

	Memorials/Ceremonies
	Billy Hollaway
	retldousn@earthlink.net
	(501) 758-3266


* Upcoming Events:

May 28th Memorial Day ceremony

MAY 2007

Commander’s Corner

Here we are in May already. So all you shipmates, don’t forget Mothers’ Day on May 13th. Our ladies have gone through many hard times to support us in our military careers and now in our civilian careers and retirement days. To all the Mothers, Here’s wishing you all a great day!!!!!

Our day at the ballpark was well attended with 31 base members’ spouses and friends. David Dinwiddie had the honor of singing the National Anthem. All in all it was a great outing.

The dinner last Saturday at Mike’s in Conway was attended by 19 of our base members and was a very enjoyable. Many thanks are in order for Sheri Holloway who organized this. At the dinner, we held a short meeting and I announced that Carl Schmidt obtained a $1000 donation from the USSVI Charitable Foundation for our Air-Conditioning fund for the Razorback. Thanks, Carl. Also, since River fest is in progress on Saturday, May 26, we have moved the date of the meeting from Saturday to Monday, May 28. As you know, each year on Memorial Day we have a ceremony on the Broadway Bridge with dropping of wreaths by various military organizations, followed by a visit to the National Cemetery for a ceremony there. After the Cemetery ceremony we return to the Snook Memorial and lay a wreath there with a short ceremony. After the Snook ceremony, we will have a short business meeting at the museum or on the Salty Parrot. We can then have lunch on the Salty Parrot and visit. So please plan to attend these ceremonies on Memorial Day, May 28.

On the Razorback, the after deck has been replaced with the cypress lumber donated by Phillips Lumber Company of Oak Grove, TX. We have also removed approximately 75% of the forward wood deck and are in the process of scraping and chipping rust and paint in the forward superstructure. Bruce Dart has commenced replacing the steel that is too deteriorated to retain. There is plenty of work and room for several of us to work on this project. Usually, several of us are working on this project on Tuesday and Wednesday each week so come join us if you can.

We will have another work day on May 12. Please come and help improve the status of the Razorback. She is still the top of the class among all the museums in the country.

This weekend, May 5, we will receive a MK 45 torpedo for the after Torpedo Room. It will be delivered to the boat by Dennis Gilbert and we can use help in getting it transferred from the trailer to the storage area until we get it painted and ready to move to the boat. So any torpedo men are cordially to come and help the non-torpedo men handle the unit properly.

Commander’s Corner Continues on page 3.
Submarines Lost During the Month of May

USS Squalus (SS-192) 23-May-1939.  26 men lost with 33 rescued.

USS Lagarto (SS-371) 4-May-1945.  All hands lost (88).

USS STICKLEBACK (SS 415) 30-May-1958.  No loss of life.

USS SCORPION (SSN 589) 22-May-1968.  All hands lost (99).

USS LAGARTO (SS 371) May 3, 1945 - 86 Men Lost

LAGARTO, under CDR F.D. Latta, departed Subic Bay, Philippine Islands, on April 12, 1945, for her second patrol in the South China Sea. On April 27, she was directed to the outer part of Siam Gulf. 


LAGARTO contacted BAYA, already patrolling in Siam Gulf on May 2, 1945, and exchanged calls with her by SJ radar. Later that day BAYA sent LAGARTO a contact report on a convoy she had contacted consisting of one tanker, one auxiliary and two destroyers. LAGARTO soon reported being in contact with the convoy, and began coming in for an attack with BAYA. However, the enemy escorts were equipped with 10cm radar, and detected BAYA and drove her off with gunfire, whereupon the two submarines decided to wait and plan a subsequent attack. 

Early on the morning of May 3, 1945, LAGARTO and BAYA made a rendezvous and discussed plans. LAGARTO was to dive on the convoy's track to make a contact at 1400, while BAYA was to be ten to fifteen miles further along the track. During the day, numerous contact reports were exchanged. At 0010 on May 4, after a prolonged but unsuccessful attack, BAYA was finally driven off by the alert escorts, and no further contact was ever made with LAGARTO.


Japanese information available now records an attack on a U.S. submarine made by the minelayer HATSUTAKA, believed to be one of the two radar-equipped escorts of the convoy attacked. The attack was made in about 30 fathoms of water, and in view of the information presented above, the attack here described must be presumed to be the one which sank LAGARTO.

This vessel's first patrol was in the Nansei Shoto chain as part of an anti-picket-boat sweep made by submarines to aid Admiral Halsey's Task Force 38 in getting carrier planes to Japan undetected. She sank the Japanese submarine RO-49 on February 24, 1945, and participated in several surface gun attacks with HADDOCK and SENNET. Two small vessels were sunk and two more damaged in those attacks, and LAGARTO shared credit for the results with these submarines. Commander Latta had previously made seven patrols as Commanding Officer of NARWHAL. Every patrol made by this officer was designated successful for the award of combat insignia, a record surpassed by no commanding officer in the Submarine Force.

Commander’s Corner Continued.
Looking forward, don’t forget the Lake Dardanelle State Park campout on June 22-24. This has been a well attended event in the past and we have a great time. I will be working up a schedule of events for the weekend and have it out to you by email, mail and on the website in the near future.

I would like to thank David Grove for his work with the newsletter and his constant reminding me to get my paper to him on time. Also, David has volunteered his Scout troop to adopt the Forward Torpedo Room. Thanks, David.

Geo-thermal heat pumps have been ordered and hopefully, we will be making preparations to install them in the next couple of weeks.

Again, don’t forget MOTHER’S DAY on May 12.

Ray Wewers.

^^^^^

Razorback Member Profile

Gregory Stitz

Job Title:  Curator / Education Director, AIMM

Describe your Job:  

My primary duties as Curator are to supervise the cataloging and preservation of the many artifacts in our collection (as well as new artifacts) and to prepare exhibits of those artifacts, including physical exhibits in the museum and online exhibits.  In addition, as Education Director, I try to increase the number of school groups that visit the museum.  I also supervise the production of lesson plans for teachers and make them available, free of charge, through our website (www.aimm.museum).

I am also the museum’s webmaster, so I work to get as many artifacts exhibited online as possible.  For example, there were six official photographs taken during the commissioning ceremony.  Only one or two of those photographs is on display in the museum at any time.  However, all six are on the website all the time.  Another example is the Marion Raines photograph collection.  Mr. Raines was a Razorback crewman during WWII.  He was aboard Razorback when she was in Tokyo Bay and took a number of photographs of his fellow crewmen.   All of these photographs are available on the website, and recently, the daughter of a Razorback crewman called to identify her father in one of the pictures.

I travel around the area, speaking to different groups, such as Lions Clubs, Rotary Clubs, etc about the museum.  I submit articles to various naval magazines, such as Proceedings, Sea History, and Anchor Watch. I also work with local universities to get Interns and Graduate Students to work in the museum.

Since the opening of the USSVI AIMM Reference Library, I have worked to get the library built with state of the art archival shelves and get the collection cataloged, organized and on the shelves.  We currently have 2,498 books, periodicals, VHS Tapes and DVDs in our catalog.  I also make sure that an up-to-date library catalog is available on our website.

Two of our most recent acquisitions for the library have been over 300 books and other items from Perch Base, USSVI and a nearly complete set of The Submarine Review from the Naval Submarine League in Washington DC.

What is your Background?  Ironically, I started college on an Air Force ROTC scholarship at the University of Arkansas in 1983.  I met my wife, Leah, there that first semester.  She was a senior and after she graduated, we got married (in April 1986) even though it meant putting my education on hold (the Air Force and I had mutually decided to part ways).  I joined the Naval Reserve in 1989 as a Gunner’s Mate (Guns) with an eye towards a law enforcement career (both my parents were police officers).  At that time, there was no “Master at Arms” (MAA) rate, like there is today.

After working as a 911 dispatcher for several years, I decided to go back to college in the Marine Transportation program at the Texas Maritime Academy in Galveston, TX.  I sailed as a Merchant Midshipman throughout South America and the Caribbean and served on an oil tanker and a US Navy survey ship (USNS Vanguard, which was being used as a test platform for new submarine sonar systems at the time).  In 1995, I was promoted to Gunner’s Mate (Guns) First Class.

I graduated and received my USCG License as a Third Mate for unlimited tonnage ocean-going merchant ships.  About that time, I was coming up on my eight year re-enlistment and decided to accept a commission instead of re-enlisting.  I was commissioned an Ensign through the Merchant Marine Reserve program on my 34th birthday.  I went to work for a logistic company in Houston, TX as a Marine Superintendent and traveled extensively, loading and unloading ships and inspecting cargo while putting my wife through her Master’s degree.

She was offered an Internship at a think-tank in Washington, DC and then was offered a full-time job, so I quit, packed up our house and drove the moving truck across country to join her.  I worked for a think-tank as an analyst and computer systems manager; then went to work for a defense contractor as an analyst before becoming the program manager for a major ship construction program and finally the Business/Financial Manager for the LPD-17 construction program and the Team Leader for a series of war games conducted by Military Sealift Command.

I had always been interested in submarines and submarine history, but started seriously studying it while at Texas Maritime.  For my senior project, I presented a paper on U.S. Peacetime submarine accidents.  After graduation, I kept adding to the paper and turned it into a website (one of the first on the Internet in 1998).  While living in Washington, DC, I became a regular visitor at both the Naval Archives and the National Archives and continued to update the website as well as contributing to news stories about submarine accidents, including Kursk, USS Greeneville, and No. 361, the Chinese Ming class diesel submarine that sank in 2003.

When I learned that an effort was underway to bring Razorback from Turkey, I began searching for photographs, deck logs, patrol reports, and other documentation for both Razorback and Hoga and started sending everything I found to North Little Rock.  I helped answer a few of the questions that the National Park Service raised during the process to get Razorback listed on the National Register of Historic Places.  I also traveled to New Orleans to help give tours and to Rosedale, MS to help prepare for the trip up the Arkansas River (I’m one of the MANY who helped lift those lead ballast bricks).  My wife’s family is from Central Arkansas, so we had been looking for an opportunity to move and were very grateful to Greg Zonner for extending the invitation to come work at AIMM.

How Do You Document USS Razorback’s History?  In my opinion, one of the most important parts of documenting Razorback’s rich history (or submarine history in general, for that matter) has been doing the “digging below the surface”.  For example, it is a documented part of Razorback’s history that her first CO, LCDR Bontier, was relieved of command after Razorback ran aground in May, 1944, just a few weeks after she was commissioned, but there wasn’t much more information beyond that.


Because of continuing research at AIMM, a copy of the Board of Inquiry report was found, complete with photographs and even a short movie, shot from an airplane.

One of my first efforts was to put all five WWII War Patrol Reports on the website, along with summaries of each.  That way, if someone wants to know exactly what happened, they can easily “dig below the surface” and see the original documents.  Currently, I’m working on getting Razorback’s “Booklet of General Plans” scanned.  This includes the Outboard Profile, Inboard Profile, Deck Plan and other general blueprints.  We will make these available for purchase in both printed and electronic format (CDs are already available for USS Hoga).  Again, this makes it easy for people to “dig below the surface” on their own.  We’re also scanning other items out of our collection like deck logs.

How Do You Document Submarine History?  Of course, our primary focus is Razorback’s history, but we’re fortunately able to do some research on general submarine history.  The USSVI / AIMM Research Library is a unique resource, and I try to put some effort into making it better every day.  We’ve quickly reached nearly 2,500 cataloged items in our library.  The Library includes a number of extremely hard-to-find items, including Admiral Morison’s History of U.S. Naval Operations in World War II and a complete set of The Submarine Review.  With help from Ron Martini, we were able to acquire this set and I was able to quickly compile and post a complete chronological index of all the articles.  I feel that this index, which has never been available before, will be an excellent resource for many historians.  We’re currently looking for funding to do similar indexes by author and by subject, which would be even more valuable.

Another way we are documenting submarine history is by scanning the many commemorative booklets that we have received.  We have booklets ranging from simple, black-and-white “Welcome Aboard” booklets from the 1960s to commissioning booklets from early SSBNs, to the commissioning booklet for USS Connecticut (SSN 22), one of the most recently commissioned submarines.  A complete list of these booklets is available on the AIMM website, and again, most of these items have never been easily available to researchers and historians.

^^^^^

Treasures Report: May 2007

	BEGINNING BAL.:
	$5904.07

	DEPOSITS:
	

	Dues Collected
	$    35.00

	Ships Store
	$  179.07

	50/50
	$    68.00

	TOTAL DEPOSITS:
	$  282.07

	EXPENSES:
	

	Dues to USSVI
	$  115.00

	Office Depot

(Tres. Printer Ink)
	$    45.21

	TOTAL EXPENSES:
	$  160.21

	ENDING BALANCE:
	$6025.93

	CHARITYS
	

	Boat Air Condition Fund
	$5000.00

	Base Charity Fund
	$2500.00


Submitted by: Greg Schwerman

Base Treasurer

^^^^^
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NEWS RELEASES from the United States Department of Defense

April 18, 2007

Navy Announces Christening of Submarine North Carolina

The Navy's newest attack submarine North Carolina will be christened Saturday, April 21, during an 11 a.m. EDT ceremony at Northrop Grumman Newport News Shipyard, Newport News, Va. The fourth submarine of the Virginia class, SSN 777, will bear the name North Carolina to honor the Tar Heel State. The submarine will be the fourth ship of the U.S. Navy to bear the name North Carolina. The first was a 74-gun ship-of-the-line that served from 1820 to 1836. The second North Carolina was a Tennessee-class armored cruiser that was also built at the Newport News shipyard and served from 1908 to 1921. The third North Carolina was the first of the Navy's modern battleships, serving from 1940 to 1947, earning 12 battle stars for service during World War II. The battleship now serves in Wilmington, N.C., as a memorial for all North Carolinians killed in World War II.

Vice Adm. John J. Donnelly, commander, Submarine Force, commander, Submarine Force, Atlantic, commander, Allied Submarine Command, will deliver the ceremony's principal address. Linda Bowman, wife of retired Adm. Frank "Skip" Bowman, former director, Naval Nuclear Reactors, will serve as sponsor of North Carolina. The ceremony will be highlighted by a time-honored Navy tradition when Mrs. Bowman christens the ship by breaking a bottle of champagne over the submarine. This next-generation attack submarine, the Virginia class, will provide the Navy with the capabilities required to maintain the nation's undersea supremacy well into the 21st century. North Carolina will have improved stealth, sophisticated surveillance capabilities and special warfare enhancements that will enable it to meet the Navy's multi-mission requirements.

Virginia class submarines are able to attack targets ashore with highly accurate Tomahawk cruise missiles and conduct covert long-term surveillance of land areas, littoral waters or other sea-based forces. Other missions include anti-submarine and anti-ship warfare; special forces delivery and support; and mine delivery and minefield mapping. With enhanced communications connectivity, the submarine also will provide important battle group and joint task force support, with full integration into carrier battle group operations. Cmdr. Mark E. Davis, a native of upstate New York, will become the ship's first commanding officer and will lead a crew of approximately 134 officers and enlisted personnel.

The 7,800-ton North Carolina is being built by Northrop Grumman Newport News Shipyard, and is 337 feet in length, has a beam of 34 feet, and can operate at more than 25 knots submerged. North Carolina is also designed with a reactor plant that will not require refueling during the planned life of the ship-reducing lifecycle costs while increasing operational availability.

^^^^^

April 30, 1945: New Generation U-Boat Too Little, Too Late

By: Tony Long

Source: Uboat.net
1945: In the waning days of World War II, U-2511, under Korvettenkapitan Adalbert Schnee, puts to sea from Bergen, Norway. It marks the first and only combat patrol by a Type XXI Elektroboot, the German U-boat that profoundly influenced modern submarine design.

Luckily for the Allies, production problems and limited shipyard capacity delayed the appearance of the Type XXI until Germany was literally in her death throes. Naval experts generally agree that had the boat been accorded a higher priority in the armaments pecking order and become operational a few years earlier, the Battle of the Atlantic might have turned out very differently.

While on patrol, Schnee had the opportunity to demonstrate the new boat’s ability to elude enemy detection technology. On May 4, U-2511 evaded a destroyer screen and closed to within 500 meters of the British cruiser HMS Norfolk without being picked up by sonar. Schnee went through the preparations for firing his torpedoes, lined up the target ... and then withdrew without attacking. Schnee had received the general cease-fire order a few hours earlier, a fact he mentioned to the incredulous (and presumably relieved) Norfolk's officers a few days later when he met them in Bergen after Germany’s surrender.

If Schnee knew he was commanding a special boat, the Allies realized it soon enough, too, when a number of these boats came into their possession at war's end. The Type XXI would be used as a prototype for the design of the Cold War generation of both U.S. and Soviet subs.

Displacing 1,620 tons and armed with six forward torpedo tubes, the boat's revolutionary technology centered mostly on her ability to remain submerged for up to 60 hours at a time. There were also quantum leaps in sonar and radar technology, an area where Germany had lagged throughout the war. Outwardly, the Type XXI's influence on modern designs can be seen in her streamlined hull, which sets her apart from any other World War II-era sub.

Not that any of that did U-2511 any good. She was surrendered to the British at the end of the war and scuttled off of Northern Ireland on Jan. 7, 1946, as part of Operation Deadlight.

^^^^^
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May Birthdays

May 1st – O. Meyers

May 3rd – Bonnie Zonner

May 10th – Thomas McClung

May 10th – Lee Huss

May 10th – A.J. or Willie Wilson

May 10th – Bob Bowlin

May 10th – Dominador Alvarado

May 10th – Joe Mc Broom

May 11th – Charles Smith II

May 13th – Robert Sykes

May 14th – Tom McLeod

May 23rd – Herb Welch

May 26th – Jack Nease

May 26th – Lowell Blue

May 28th – Kenneth Brown

May 28th – Frank Crawford

May 31st – Marcial Pamintuan

Happy Birthday!

^^^^^

HAWGFISH SCUTTLEBUTT

IN GOD WE TRUST

David Grove

144 White Oak Ln.

Little Rock, AR 72227

Dgrove2000@sbcglobal.net
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Our Creed





"To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in


the pursuit of their duties while serving their Country. That their


dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of 


motivation toward greater accomplishments. A pledge of loyalty and 


patriotism to the United States Government."





WW II Boats on Eternal Patrol








Sealion (SS-195)	        S-36 (SS-141)		S-26 (SS-131)


Shark I (SS-174)	        Perch (SS-176)	S-27 (SS-132)


Grunion (SS-216)	        S-39 (SS-144)		Argonaut (SS-166)


Amberjack (SS-219)        Grampus (SS-207)	Triton (SS-201)


Pickerel (SS-177)	        Grenadier (SS-210)	Runner (SS-275)


R-12 (SS-89)	        Grayling (SS-209)	Pompano (SS-181)


Cisco (SS-290)	        S-44 (SS-155)		Dorado (SS-248)


Wahoo (SS-238)	        Corvina (SS-226)	Scuplin (SS-191)


Capelin (SS-289)	        Scorpion (SS-278)  	Grayback (SS-208)


Trout (SS-202)	        Tullibee (SS-284)	Gugeon (SS-211)


Herring (SS-233)	        Golet (SS-361)		S-28 (SS-133)


Robalo (SS-273)	        Filer (SS-250)		Harder (SS-257)


Seawolf (SS-197)	        Darter (SS-227)	Shark II (SS-314)


Tang (SS-306)	        Escolar (SS-294)	Albacore (SS-218)


Growler (SS-215)	        Scamp (SS-277)	Swordfish (SS-193)


Barbel (SS-316)	        Kete (SS-369)		Trigger (SS-237)


Snook (SS-279)	        Lagarto (SS-371)	Bonefish (SS-223)


Bullhead (SS-332)





Cold War Boats on Eternal Patrol





Scorpion (SSN-589)			Thresher (SSN-593)





Pledge of Allegiance





"I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America,


and to the Republic for which it stands, one Nation under God,


indivisible, with liberty and justice for all."
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