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May 2006

Commanders Corner

We have a busy schedule for the month of May 2006 starting with today’s monthly convention planning committee meeting.  Needless to say we are still in need of members to help us out before and during the convention.  Your assistance is needed and will be appreciated very much by everyone.  If you are willing to help out give Ray Wewers or Bob Christians a call or better yet plan on attending one of the Memorial Day activities and talk with them.  The next convention planning meeting is scheduled for Sunday, June 4, 2006 at 3:00 PM on the “SAVANNAH LOU” Barge at A. I. M. M.  

Don’t forget Navy Week starting on Monday, May 22, 2006 with a kick-off on board USS RAZORBACK.  The Navy Band Mid-South is scheduled as well as various military type activities.  The Fleet Reserve Association is hosting a luncheon at the Riverfront Wyndham in North Little Rock.  Tickets are on sale from Greg Zonner and Carl Schmidt and their cost is $ 25/each with all proceeds going to the FRA.  This week should prove to be a very positive time for A. I. M. M., USS RAZORBACK, and the Submarine Veterans in Arkansas.  

Memorial Day is Monday, May 28, 2006 and our base will be participating in three activities starting at 9:30 AM and the Navy League Wreath Ceremony on the Broadway Bridge.  On its completion, we will motorcade to the National Cemetery for the state veteran’s ceremony.  Upon completion of the cemetery schedule, USS RAZORBACK Base members will return to North Little Rock for a memorial service at the USS SNOOK Memorial on Riverfront Drive.  For those who choose, we can have lunch following that ceremony or those who wish can return to the Governor’s Mansion for his picnic.  I have asked our fellow SubVets from Twin Lakes and USS SNOOK Bases to join our group for all or part of Monday’s events.  

Welcome aboard to new members Charles Smith of Little Rock, Bill Woods of Little Rock and Bob Stitz of Avery, TX.  Bob was at our convention planning meeting on Sunday with his wife Juanez.  We are glad to have you as members and hope to meet you all soon.  Our next base business meeting is Saturday, June 24, 2006 on board the A. I. M. M. barges starting at 5:00 PM.  We can have dinner following for those who wish to join us.  

I will close this by restating a plea for your support in our base and its activities.  We are only three months from convention and time will pass very quickly.  Members of DALLAS Base have volunteered to help us as much as possible.  We have also had offers from both the VFW’s and American Legion groups in the local area.  I have asked both USS SNOOK and TWIN LAKES to help but we are missing a very important ingredient, USS RAZORBACK Base members.  As I stated early last year and again this year, you will get very tired of hearing me ask you to join in and actively support the base, but until it’s over I will continue to ask.    

Billy

^^^^^

USS RUNNER (SS 275)
May 28, 1943 - 78 Men Lost
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On 28 May 1943 RUNNER (Lt. Cmdr. J. H. Bourland) left Midway to begin her third patrol. She was to patrol the south and west, until she came into the area south of Hokkaido and east of the northern tip of Honshu, where she was to patrol from about 8 June to 4 July 1943. The submarine was never heard from following her departure from Midway. 

She was expected at Midway about 11 July, and not later than 15 July, and should have made a transmission when approximately 500 miles from this base. She was ordered on 112 July to make an immediate transmission, but no reply came. Although a careful, lookout was maintained in the hope that RUNNER was safe but without transmission facilities, results were negative. On 20 July RUNNER was reported as presumed lost. 

A summary of Japanese antisubmarine attacks received since the close of hostilities contains no mention of an attack, which could explain the loss of RUNNER. Thus her loss must be ascribed to an enemy minefield, of which there were at least four in the area to which she was assigned, to an operational casualty, or to an unreported enemy attack. Destruction by a mine is considered the most likely of these possibilities. 

This ship sank three ships, totaling 19,800 tons, and damaged three more, for 19,000 tons, on her first two patrols. RUNNER patrolled the Palau area on her first war run in February 1943, and all of her sinkings were made here. She sank three medium freighters, and damaged two more. During her second patrol off Hong Kong in the South China Sea, RUNNER damaged a freighter. 
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THE USS RAZORBACK BASE is proud to host the 2006 USSVI National Convention.   The convention will be held September 5-10, 2006 at the Peabody Hotel in Little Rock.  Information on our convention may be found on the Razorback Base website www.razorbackbase.com .  This includes  the registration form, hotel information, prices, points of contact , boat reunions, and  other pertinent information.  We know everyone doesn’t have web access so we will include in this newsletter convention information each month.  Everything won’t be included in each newsletter so please keep the information you need from the newsletter.  This month’s newsletter includes an application for program ads.  Please distribute to anyone who may like an ad in our program.

USSVI DOCK AT THE ROCK CONVENTION

PROGRAM ADVERTISEMENT APPLICATION

We would like to invite you to purchase an advertisement in the program for the Dock at the Rock 2006 United States Submarine Veterans Convention.  The expected attendance at the convention is up to 1500 so the program will get a broad dissemination.

You may purchase an ad in either a full page, three quarter page, half page, quarter page, or eighth page size.  The program will be 8x11 so your ads will be visible.  The ads may contain coupons to further attract attendees to your business.

Full pages are $100, Three quarter  pages are $75, Half pages are $50, Quarter pages are $25, and Eighth pages are $15.  You may get a two page spread for $150.  You may submit your ad to Alan Malone at subdriver@peoplepc.com in word format.  Pictures should be embedded or submitted in jpg format.  Please make checks payable to USSVI, Inc. Convention 2006. and send to:

Alan Malone

734 Good Springs Rd

Heber Springs, AR 72543

Thank you for your contribution to a very worthwhile organization.  Questions:

 501-206-7248.

_________________________________



Organization

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

  Name, address, Phone number

Ad size desired  (circle)   Full page    Half page    Qtr page   1/8th page

Amount enclosed   ___________

Please enclose desired ad with this letter or draft what ad should say below:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

^^^^^

TREASURERS REPORT FOR APRIL 2006

BEGINNING BALANCE:


$3630.31


DEPOSITS:

DUES NAT/BASE    1082.00

STORES
        77.00

TOTAL DEPOSITS: $1159.00

EXPENSES:

DUES USSVI
        75.00

BOAT SPONSER   100.00

MEMORIAL FUND



      100.00

TOTAL EXPENCES:



     $275.00

ENDING BALANCE:



$  4514.31

Submitted by

Greg Schwerman

Base Treasurer


^^^^^

DINNER WITH THE ADMIRAL

To all Veterans I hope you can make this, bring some friends.
I hope everyone will come out and make The Admiral feel at home.
The opening Ceremony and Welcome aboard for "Navy Week in ARKANSAS" will be at 10 AM May 22 2006 at the "USS RAZORBACK" in North Little Rock.  The navy Band from Memphis will play. The Luncheon will follow at the Riverfront  Wyndham Hotel at 1130 AM May 22 2006. The guest speaker is Rear Admiral Marshall Cusic, Jr.;  Medical Corps, USN.  
For reservations call Jerry Hobson at 501-268-9031,Tickets are $25.00 and can be paid for and picked up at the door. 
We must have a count of all attending by noon May 19 2006.
The Navy band will be playing at various functions at Riverfest and the Admiral will speak at a few Civic clubs in the area.
The Navy Band will be at the Broadway Bridge on Memorial day 29 May at 9:30 AM for the FRA Two Bell Ceremony and at the Governors Manision at 1PM for the Governors Salute to Veterans. All Veterans and their Families are welcome.
Thanks for your help.
 Rex C Roark 
Fleet Reserve Association
213 E Bradley ST
Star City AR 71667
870-628-3400
^^^^^
Catholic Horses 

One day while he was at the track betting on the ponies and nearly losing his shirt, Mitch noticed a priest who stepped out onto the track and blessed the forehead of one of the horses lining up for the 4th race. 

Lo and behold, that horse - a very long shot - won the race. 

Mitch was most interested to see what the priest did the next race. Sure enough, the priest stepped out onto the track as the horses of the 5th race lined up, and placed a 
blessing on the forehead of one of the horses. 


Mitch made a beeline for the window, and placed a small bet on the horse.  Again, even though it was another long shot, the horse the priest had blessed won the race. 
Mitch collected his winnings, and anxiously waited to see which horse the priest would bless for the 6th race. 

The priest showed, blessed a horse, Mitch bet on it, and it won! Mitch was elated! As the day went on, the priest 
continued blessing horses, and they always came in first. 

Mitch began to pull in some serious money, and by the last race, he knew his wildest dreams were going to come true. He made a quick stop at the ATM, withdrew his savings, 
and awaited the priest's blessing that would tell him which horse to bet on. 

True to his pattern, the priest stepped out onto the track before the last race and blessed the forehead, eyes, ears, and hooves of one of the horses. Mitch bet every cent, and watched the horse come in dead last. 

Mitch was dumbfounded. He made his way to the track, and when he found the priest, he demanded, "What happened, Father? All day long you blessed horses and they won. 
The last race, you blessed a horse and he lost. Now, thanks to you, I've lost all my savings!" 

The priest nodded wisely and said, "That's the problem with Protestants. You can't tell the difference between a simple blessing and the Last Rites!" 


^^^^^

Flying space-A is worth it if you’re patient, flexible


By Alex Keenan 
Special to Navy Times
May 15, 2006


I recently had the opportunity to spend a week of vacation at the Hale Koa Hotel in Hawaii, one of the Armed Forces Recreation Center hotels run by the military.While there, I talked with fellow retirees who were also on vacation, many of whom had traveled by space-available military flights. As one retiree said, “Space A is not always the most convenient way to travel, but the price is right” especially if a first-class hotel is on the other end. 

I have traveled on space-A flights a number of times over the years and have found that if you have the time and flexibility, it is well worth the investment. Not only does traveling space-A offer incredible discounts for retirees, but it seems more efficient today than traveling by commercial airliner, where your knees are in your chest and everyone is trying to cram a 3-foot-long piece of luggage into a 2-foot-long overhead space.[image: image4] 

For those who have never flown space-A, here is some basic information on how it works and eligibility  rules. Eligible passengers can fill unused seats on aircraft owned or controlled by the Defense Department once all the space-required (duty) passengers have been accommodated. In stark contrast to civilian air travel, there is no centralized process for booking seats on space-A flights. 

It is a fragmented system that requires extra diligence on the part of space-A travelers, along with patience and flexibility. You are placed in one of six categories based on a combination of two criteria: your status (for example, active-duty member, retiree, Department of Defense Dependents Schools teacher), and your situation (emergency leave, ordinary leave). 

The categories that determine your order of selection for space-A flights, from highest to lowest priority, are: 

Category 1: emergency leave. 
Category 2: environmental morale leave (EML).
Category 3: ordinary leave. 
Category 4: unaccompanied dependents on EML.
Category5: permissive temporary duty and students. 
Category 6: retirees (retired military members who are issued DD Form 2 and are eligible to receive retired or retainer pay). 

A retiree’s family members (with a valid ID card) also are eligible when accompanied by a sponsor. Space-A passengers must register by fax or e-mail at all passenger terminals where they want to catch a flight. Because space-A passengers travel only after all duty cargo and duty passengers have been accommodated, there is no guarantee that a flight will have enough seats for every potential passenger.

When you register, you are assigned your category of travel. You will be selected based on your category and the date and time of your registration. This date and time of sign-up determines your selection on all flights to your final destination; you get a new date and time when you register for your return travel. You have the option to stand by for any flight you think you have a reasonable opportunity on which to travel. 

Travelers remain on the register for 60 days or the duration of their leave orders or authorization, whichever happens first. Space-A travel has undergone a great deal of change in the past few years. For the latest details, visit Air Force Air Mobility Command’s Web site at http://public.amc.af.mil/Library/SPACEA/24_203.htm. 

A list of passenger terminals and phone numbers is there. For retirees, especially older retirees who have no fixed schedule and have the flexibility to deal with the sometimes unpredictable nature of space-A flight, this can be a great way to travel â€” and for a fraction of the cost of commercial air. Some terminals must collect a head tax or a federal inspection fee from space-A passengers on commercial contract missions, but it’s a nominal fee. 

Meals also can be purchased at a nominal amount out of most air terminals. Military exchange bookstores sell space-A guidebooks that more fully explain the ins and outs of how the program works, with helpful advice for how to get the most out of it. 

Alex Keenan, a retired command master chief, served 28 years in the Coast Guard. E-mail him questions, comments and suggestions at retired@atpco.com.
^^^^^

REFLECTIONS FROM A PILOT

Just got back from seeing "UAL Flight 93", it was absolutely gripping, and as a former airline pilot who was flying a trip that morning on a Boeing 767 from Cincinnati to Orlando it was almost too horrific to watch...it was very disturbing! 
 

For you pilot types, the attention to detail, the cockpit, the preflight, the crew, pilots and flight attendants boarding the aircraft and making small talk was or so real and routine...just another day in the office! 
 

Likewise the views from central flow control, NY and Boston ARTCC and the NORAD command center were very realistic. Should anyone have any doubts about our response, or lack of that morning you need to view this movie. 
 

Watching all the various controllers and their supervisors trying to get their arms around the problem and to come to grips and connect the dots is so very real. 
 

The movie appears to almost happen in real time and you can really sense the problem that the commanders had in thinking outside the box and realizing that we were really at war. Fighters are scrambled, late, and in the wrong direction, as threats are suppose to come from over the water to the east not from over land to the west; the planes are not armed, can they ram, and who has the authority to give that command...the command is given but not relayed to the pilots. 
 

The lack of communications, or rather the disbelief and lack of coordination is stunning but easy to understand. Even the pilots of UAL Flt 93 are given a data link message that the Towers have been hit and to beware o f cockpit intruders...they brush it off in disbelief...as I'm sure any pilot would have prior to that date. The time line given at the end of the movie and the confusion over what planes were involved, and which flights were being hijacked is very revealing...we just couldn't get it together quickly enough. 
 

As pilots and crew members we had never been trained to deal with suicidal hijackers who were prepared to die, it was simply inconceivable at the time. A key point, though not belabored, was when the supervisor of the FAA Central Flow Control ordered that all aircraft in US airspace land immediately, (there were over 4200 in the air), that no planes from overseas would be allowed into the country and would be turned back, and that there were to be no over flights...he realized that we were at war but didn't know with whom...it was a very bold and brave move, and he was thinking way outside the box...I believe that it was also his first day on the job as the boss! 
 

All Americans should see this movie as it may help them get a grip on the terrorist threat that we are up against vs. the radical Muslim world. I don't know if we belong in Iraq or how we should deal with Iran or North Korea or the Sudan, but I know that there is a real threat to our way of life from the radical Islamic fundamentalists. 
 

I continually hear that this is not a true reflection of the Koran or true Islamic beliefs. Well that may be true, and it might not be, but there would appear to be plenty of Muslims in the world that have an entirely different and radical interpretation of the Koran which we cannot ignore. 
 

What was probably as disturbing as watching an airline crew, that could have been me or any of my friends, seeing their world and their life taken away, was the hijackers preparing to die, washing themselves and praying to their god as if they were doing his will. They looked like ordinary young men, and to think that they could sit next to all these people on that plane that they were going to kill, who had nothing against them or done nothing to them, was beyond words. 
 

I guess if nothing else it gives you insight into the minds of suicide bombers, which to our Western way of thought is beyond comprehension.
 This movie will make you angry, very angry. 
 

My experience on 9/11. We were just ready to close the door for our Delta 767 flight from CVG to MCO when the gate agent came on board and asked if we had heard anything about a small plane hitting the World Trade Center, we had not, so she said goodbye and closed the door. Shortly thereafter we were airborne climbing out on a beautifully clear crisp fall morning heading to Florida with not a cloud in the sky or a care in the world. I heard a bizjet ask for a reroute since he could not get to New York and I thought that was strange. Then another bizjet said "well I guess we won't be going there either" and asked for a clearance to an alternate.. 
 

At that point I asked center what was going on. There was a pause and then the controller came back in a very excited voice and said "they have hit both of the Trade Center Towers, they have hit the Pentagon, they have hit the Capitol and the White House"...well you can imagine it got really lively on the frequency. I turned to my Co-Pilot and said "I don't know what has happened, but I do know that things will never be the same", and I think I got that right! Within seconds the controller had composed himself and said all flights on this frequency standby, and it was dead quiet. 
 

He then said all flights are to land immediately and went down the list of the planes under his control..."American 235 turn right heading 230 you're landing at Pittsburgh, Continental 456 turn left heading 180 for Cincinnati, Delta 235 (that's me) turn right to 250 and descend to 8000, you're landing at Knoxville, airport your 2 o'clock 40 miles....etc" It was the best, fastest and most efficient handling I have ever had from ATC...they had everyone on the ground all over the country in minimum time. 
 

After all the initial confusion, their professionalism, and that of all the flight crews was exemplary! We spent two days in Knoxville and then ferried an empty 757 back to Atlanta and I believe were one of the first flights to land back at our main hub. Our arrival at ATL was one of the most moving experiences of my flying career. The airspace was totally empty, there was no talk on the radio, and we were the only plane in the sky over ATL, the busiest airport in the U.S., but we did have, unknown to us until informed by the controller, an F-16 right on our tail, but we never saw him. When we taxied in the normally frantic ramp area was dead quiet, all the ground equipment, tugs, baggage carts, fuelers etc. were lined up in military precision and the ground crew were standing at attention and saluted...wow, I'll never forget that. They needed a sign that things were getting back to normal...that we were moving and flying again. 
 

Reflections. As you may know I was on a United Flight several weeks ago from Chicago to Sacramento that had a passenger who tried to open the front cabin door, allegedly claimed to have a bomb, and took a swing at the flight attendant. Well, yours truly was sound asleep in the last row of coach and missed all the action, but suffice it to say that before he got very far he was rapidly subdued by the first class section and we diverted to Denver. 
 

Unlike Flight 93 he couldn't have gotten into the cockpit as the cockpit door is now armored and no passenger is going to sit still and let anyone interfere with the flight. I always felt that with the improved cockpit door that I would be totally safe, and that all my passengers in the cabin would act as Sky Marshals...I was and they did...they remembered 9/11, lets hope that we never forget! 
 

I would also like to mention that all the crew members on my United flight as well as all the ground rescue folks in Denver and the United station personnel did an absolutely marvelous job in handling this incident. 
 

It made me proud to have once been a part of this profession.

^^^^^

Editor

The picnic was a good time for those who attended.  The weather was perfect and the food was good (even if I did cook it)  A special thanks goes to Jim Stephens for his generous donation to the picnic.  Our next event is not yet planned but if you have an idea for an event you would like, please let me know.




Alan  

HAWGFISH SCUTTLEBUTT

IN GOD WE TRUST

Alan Malone

734 Good Springs Rd.

Heber Springs, AR 72543
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Our Creed





"To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in


the pursuit of their duties while serving their Country. That their


dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of 


motivation toward greater accomplishments. A pledge of loyalty and 


patriotism to the United States Government."





WW II Boats on Eternal Patrol








Sealion (SS-195)	        S-36 (SS-141)	    S-26 (SS-131)


Shark I (SS-174)	        Perch (SS-176)	    S-27 (SS-132)


Grunion (SS-216)	        S-39 (SS-144)	    Argonaut (SS-166)


Amberjack (SS-219)   Grampus (SS-207)	    Triton (SS-201)


Pickerel (SS-177)	        Grenadier (SS-210)	    Runner (SS-275)


R-12 (SS-89)	        Grayling (SS-209)	    Pompano (SS-181)


Cisco (SS-290)	        S-44 (SS-155)	    Dorado (SS-248)


Wahoo (SS-238)	        Corvina (SS-226)	    Scuplin (SS-191)


Capelin (SS-289)	        Scorpion (SS-278)  	    Grayback (SS-208)


Trout (SS-202)	        Tullibee (SS-284)	    Gugeon (SS-211)


Herring (SS-233)	        Golet (SS-361)	    S-28 (SS-133)


Robalo (SS-273)	        Filer (SS-250)	    Harder (SS-257)


Seawolf (SS-197)	        Darter (SS-227)	    Shark II (SS-314)


Tang (SS-306)	        Escolar (SS-294)	    Albacore (SS-218)


Growler (SS-215)	        Scamp (SS-277)	    Swordfish (SS-193)


Barbel (SS-316)	        Kete (SS-369)	    Trigger (SS-237)


Snook (SS-279)	        Lagarto (SS-371)	    Bonefish (SS-223)


Bullhead (SS-332)





Cold War Boats on Eternal Patrol





Scorpion (SSN-589)		                 Thresher (SSN-593)





Pledge of Allegiance





"I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America,


and to the Republic for which it stands, one Nation under God,


indivisible, with liberty and justice for all."
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