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NOVEMBER 2004

Commanders Corner

I was asleep at the wheel again; Alan had to remind me that it was time for the newsletter again and to get on the stick with this. 

As most of you know Jim Franks had heart surgery and is on the mend. His doctor told him another 6 to 8 weeks and he could do what he felt like.

David Farmer was still in the hospital this morning. He had pneumonia and is on the mend also. June Eubanks and Carl Schmidt are both scheduled for eye surgery in the next few days.  R.B. Casto is ill and sprained both his wrists.  Keep these folks in your prayers.

Our Anniversary Banquet is planned for this weekend November 13, 2004 at the Holiday Inn Airport in Little Rock. It will be too late to make your plans by the time you get this but hope to see you there.

Thanks to Greg our new website is up and running. www.razorbackbase.com  Check it out often as he keeps putting up new stuff almost daily.

Once more I want to say a big THANKS to all of you that help with the tours. We have four more days of tours left Nov. 16-17 and Nov. 19-20. After December 1 we will shut her down so we can work on the boat to make it ready for tours next spring. I have an appointment with the A/C guys tomorrow to see just what we can do to get the units running.

We are in bad need of A/C to get the moisture out of the boat. With fans running we just pump the moisture in and it condenses on everything causing rust.  Chief  “Curly” (David Farmer) is working on the goat locker. He and Bonny Zonner have mattresses and sheets in there. It is looking good. The restoration committee met on October 30 to discuss what needs to be done and in what order. I think Alan will be putting that in the newsletter. We are open to any and all suggestions on what to do and how to go about it.  

The base Christmas party is planned for December 18 on the barge. It was a great time last year, come out and help us have a good time this year.

Thanks,

Jim

^^^^^

SAD FAREWELL

    Vice Admiral Jon Lippet Boyes, a 36 year veteran of the US Navy, died at his home on September 21.

    Vice Admiral Boyes entered the Naval Academy in 1941 and graduated early in 1944 due to World War II.  A decorated war hero wounded in a kamikaze attack, his early post war career was on submarines.

    Under his command, the USS Albacore, with its controversial design, set the world record for underwater speed.

    Later he commanded SubRon 10 and became assistant director to the Secretary of Defense.  Boyes then become deputy director for the Plans Defense Communication Agency, and as the Director of Naval Communications.  

    Boyes retired from the Navy in 1977 and entered the civilian workforce.  He soon became president of the Armed Forces Communications Electronics Association. (AFCEA)  In 1991, he retired from AFCEA and moved to Arkansas.  He was a member of the Razorback Base.

    Wherever he lived or served, Boyes was known as a man of utmost integrity.  As Oliver Goldsmith said of another great man, “He was too fond of the right to pursue the expedient.”

    He was a member of Holy Trinity Episcopal Church.   A private service is planned with interment at sea.

    He is survived by his wife of 34 years, Nancy Mitchell Boyes; a brother, G. Robin Boyes; a sister, Janet Olds; three daughters, Jan Halpenny, Chris Abohasen and Li Fallon; and seven grandchildren.  His first wife, Virginia Gantt Boyes predeceased him in 1972.

In this issue:


^^^^^

Minutes USS Razorback Base

October 22, 2004

Mary Munns Barge, NLR

 Meeting called to order by Base Commander Jim Barnes @ 1400 hours on the Barge Mary Munns, North Little Rock, Ar.   There were 14 Members and 2 visitors present.
Prayer led by David Farmer for Shipmates on Eternal Patrol
Pledge of allegiance led by Greg Zonner
Tolling of the Bell Ceremony was presented by David Farmer and Alan Malone for Boats lost in the month of October . A moment of silence was observed for lost Shipmates.
Minutes of September 26, 2004 were read by Jane Farmer, Yeoman. Motion made and seconded to accept minutes  as read. 
No Treasurer’s Report
Jim Barnes has received a letter verifying that our $400.00 was received for the Snook (SS-279) Plaque at the Sea Wolf Museum.
Carl Schmidt announced that our Base Birthday Banquet will be Nov. 13th 2004 at the Airport Holiday Inn.  Happy Hour from 6PM to 7PM, Dinner to follow, and will be a Buffet. Cost $25.00 a person. 
Speaker will be the Commander of Naval Reserve Center, Camp Pike.
Correspondence:
1.   A letter from Jim Franks who had heart surgery was read thanking the Base for our Prayers.
2.  Thank you from the Ruby Goodwin family for the Flowers at her funeral.
3.  Motion made by Billy Hollaway seconded by Greg Zonner to pay Yeoman for the flowers that were sent to Ruby’s  Funeral.
4.   Motion made by Carl Schmidt, seconded by Alan Malone to place a limit of $75.00 on Flowers or Food 
Tray  to be spent on a Base Member who dies.
 
New Business 
1.    David and Jane Farmer presented a new Ships Bell to the Base to be kept by the Base Commander.
2.    Buying two nice flags for the Base was discussed but members present decided to wait until we have a
permanent meeting place.
3.    An up to date was given on obtaining Torpedoes for the Boat.
4. Tours:

     a. Nov.6, 2004 For Pine Bluff Sand and Gravel
     b. Nov, 16-19 2004 Tours 2PM-5 pm for the Public.}
      c. Nov. 20   “    10AM-5PM                            A fee will be charged 
5.   Ballots for election will be counted Nov. 13,2004 at the Banquet. New officers will be announced at  that time
6.   Jim Barnes announced he would be going to work for AIMM Jan.2005 as a Maintanance Supervisor on the Boat and Barges.
 7.   A committee was formed to oversee restoration of the Razorback. Jim Barnes, Billy Hollaway, Tom Salisbury And Bill Butler.
Motion made by David Farmer, seconded by Greg Schwerman to adjourn the meeting.                                                                                                                                                                                              
Meeting adjourned.                                                                                                                                         Jane Farmer,  Base Yeoman   

 ^^^^^                     

Treasurer Report for October
 

  $2578.09  Beginning Balance
 

     Deposits:
     $30.00 Base Dues Collected
    275.00 National Dues Collected
   $300.00 Stores Sold
 

  $605.00 Total Income
 

    Expenses:
    $855.00 National Dues Paid
      27.88  National Convention Expenses (Carl Schmidt)
      37.00 Stamps (Carl Schmidt)
      44.00 Store Purchases
 

   $963.88  Total Expenses
  $2219.21 Ending Balance 10/31/04
 

Any questions, give me a yell.
 

Wendell Dedmon

^^^^^

Light travels faster than sound. This is why some people appear bright until you hear them speak!

                           ^^^^

RAZORBACK RESTORATION COMMITTEE MEETING

The first meeting of subject committee was held on board USS RAZORBACK and chaired by Jim Barnes, Base Commander.  Members present were Bill Butler, David Farmer, Shorty Hagerman, Billy Hollaway, Ray Wewers and Greg Zonner.  The meeting was called to order at 0915, 23 October 2004 by Jim Barnes.  The following topics were discussed and agreed upon by all members present:

1- Accessibility from topside into the forward and after torpedo rooms by tourists.  It was discussed at length and agreed upon that the existing ladders should be left in place with a slight modification to the lower ladder in the FTR.  The lower ladder will be modified as required so as to set even with the lower access coaming.  Future modifications to the superstructure may be necessary but fall out of the scope of the SubVets’ authority to change.  Also, because of the historical nature of the ship, more research is required to ensure the configuration is maintained in accordance with existing guidelines and regulations.

2-   Resolving the problem of both AC and DC electrical power into the ship and subsequent testing and repairs as necessary to existing ship’s fluorescent lighting was agreed as the number 1 priority.  The city should take responsibility of providing the necessary expertise and materials to provide the external power source(s).  The SubVets will take the lead to check-out all interior lighting, make necessary hookups

and repairs.

3-  Ship’s Air Conditioning system will be repaired by the city with technical expertise from the SubVets if required to ensure proper operation.

4-  Repair of hydraulic leaks throughout the ship will be the responsibility of the SubVets with materials to be provided by the city if required.  Prior inspection of some leaks reveal most to be minor in nature and possibly due to leaky glands and seals.  Once the repairs are completed, the SubVets will pressurize the hydraulic system .

5-  Replacement of all existing walking decks inside the sub covering should commence as soon as possible.  The existing coverings will require complete removal, the deck primed and new covering put down.  It was agreed upon by all present that this is not necessarily a responsibility of the SubVets and could be accomplished by volunteers under our supervision.

6-  Remove, clean and reinstall the existing toilet fixtures in all three heads.  This is considered by all to be necessary to reduce and/or eliminate the existing odor and provide a slightly more enhanced atmosphere for our tour guests.   The possibility of using an approved RV type chemical was considered and will be used if required.   It was discussed and agreed upon that to reduce and hopefully eliminate the untimely use of these facilities by tour members in distress, the officer and aft torpedo room doors would be wire sealed closed and plexiglass installed in the after battery door openings.  This is a task the SubVets could easily accomplish  with materials to be provided by the city.

7-  Number 2 Torpedo Tube Outer Door will not shut completely and needs a universal joint to be fabricated for installation.

8-  Number 1 Torpedo Tube interlock needs repair.

9-  Pressure wash ship’s exterior  remove salt residue.  It was noticed that rain causes rust stains to form and may be corrected by power washing with fresh water all exterior surfaces.  It was agreed this is a project easily accomplished by volunteers under the supervision of the SubVets.  

Discussion was held on the ongoing effort to secure some MK 14’s from NUWC Keyport, WA.  While this is considered by all to be a wonderful idea, their (NUWC) requirements were considered to be too stringent and would take too long a time to accomplish.  These weapons would also only be on loan and could be recalled at any time.  This condition would likely preclude having them on board because of the effort required to offload.  The USS SNOOK Memorial currently has one MK 14 placed in a granite cradle.  This memorial will be moved to the maritime museum at a future date and should prove sufficient.  Along the same line, the museum has been promised six (6) MK 37’s less the wire cannisters for permanent use.  It was agreed on by all to have two in each torpedo room, one stowed on a skid and one partially into the tube.  The remaining two would be displayed on the museum grounds.

The committee discussed the idea of securing sufficient mattresses and bedding items to provide sufficient representation of crew living conditions on board.  

While this is the first meeting by the committee, it was considered successful in establishing a starting point and priorities.  The group discussed the continuing problem of having the boat being moved up and down the river, tours being offered to various groups and individuals, and being able to establish some continuity on projects in progress, it was generally accepted by all that this would continue to be an obstacle.  It was decided that if this problem persisted, if it interfered with a project in progress, that area would be declared a work area and not available for tours.  This is a situation that we will all have to accept and try to deal with as it occurs and make the best of the situation.   All members are invited to provide an input to Jim Barnes or any committee member for items to consider.  We want this to be your project and there will certainly be items overlooked.  

The meeting adjourned at 1130. 

^^^^^ 

Editor

Thanks so much for all your input for the newsletter.  I will strive to keep you informed and entertained and you have done a good job providing me with information for the newsletter.  A special thanks goes to J. T. Bozeman for his donation to help defray the costs of this newsletter.

Alan Malone

^^^^^

Submarine War Veterans Welcome Aboard Arkansas Youth Challenge Cadets To Benefit Arkansas Inland Maritime Museum
 United States submarine war veterans in North Little Rock  welcomed approximately 100 youth from the Arkansas National Guard Youth Challenge Academy aboard the USS Razorback submarine on Saturday, October 23, from 10 am-2 PM, cementing their new partnership in support of the Arkansas Inland Maritime Museum (AIMM) and the USS Razorback Base.  The Razorback has recently been moved from the North Shore Riverwalk Park back to its former location just beyond the entrance to the rock quarry on River Road in North Little Rock.  

 This newest partnership for AIMM paired U.S. submarine veterans with nearly 300 at-risk youth who annually participate in a 17-month, two-phased program based at Camp Robinson in North Little Rock.  Youth Challenge Academy director Mike Stewart said, “We are excited about partnering with AIMM and North Little Rock because not only will this experience provide a good place for our cadets to give back to the community, but it will also serve to teach them about the sacrifices made by many for our freedoms.”
 Youth Challenge is a program for 16-18 year old at-risk youth who willingly attend a 5-month residential program at “Camp Happy”, including academic instruction, community service work, life skills, behavior modification, and physical fitness, followed by 12 months where they are expected to return to their community to apply their new knowledge. 
 According to Steve Nawojczyk, Director of Youth Services for the City of North Little Rock, “The pairing together of at-risk youth with submarine war veterans will do more than just provide volunteer labor for landscaping, clean-up, and miscellaneous construction projects.  It is an example of mentoring done by veterans for our next generation.  These veterans clearly understand the freedom they sacrificed for will be the responsibility of our young people in the future.  They wish to pass the baton successfully.”  
^^^^^

Location Assistance

This was received and disseminated via email but I’m including it in the newsletter due to it’s wider dissemination.   – Editor

We are trying to locate crew members of a sick shipmate.  BMSC Kim Curtis and EMC Charles "Malibu Charley" Reynolds, they served with him on the Simon Lake (AS-33) from 1988 until 1992 in Holyloch, Scotland.

They were quite good friends and unfortunately they lost touch after the

base closure in 1992.  Dad stayed in Dunoon and as far as I know Kim went

on to Guantanimo Bay and Charlie went home to Michigan. The reason I am

searching for them is my father, BMC (ret) George Ray Cheshire, has been

diagnosed with stage 4 renal carcinoma and has been told recently it is terminal.

Dad does not have much family and what he does have are spread out all

over and have not been in touch with him in near twenty years. Charlie and Kim were important to my father and he would love to re-connect with them, if

only to say good bye.  If I could find them for him , it would bring him

great joy and a bit of peace.  So I am trying every avenue I can to find

them.

Contact Jeanette Cheshire-Bell twopotpies@hotmail.com

^^^^^

A fine is a tax for doing wrong. A tax is a fine for doing well.

^^^^^

As a mother was bribing her little boy with a quarter  so he would behave, she said, "Why do I always have to  pay you to be good? Why can't you be good for nothing, like your dad?"

^^^^^

The best method of birth control after 50 is called………nudity.
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ARKANSAS STATE FLAG

    In 1912 the Pine Bluff Chapter, Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR), decided to present a State flag to the USS Arkansas, a new battleship. The

Chapter was informed that Arkansas had no state flag.  They immediately launched a movement to obtain one by asking citizens of Arkansas to submit designs for judging. The design chosen was the work of Miss Willie Kavanaugh Hocker of Wabbaseka, a member of the Pine Bluff Chapter, DAR.

    The General Assembly passed a resolution confirming the design as the

Official State flag on February 26, 1913.
Miss Willie was born on July 21, 1862, in Madison County, Kentucky. Her

parents were Captain William Kavanaugh Hocker and Virginia Frances Brown  Hocker.  When she was eight years old, she moved with her family to a plantation in north  Jefferson County, Arkansas.   Miss Hocker was visiting friends in Pine Bluff when she designed what later turned out to be the winning entry for the Arkansas Flag. For the design, Miss Hocker used school drawing paper and watercolors. Miss Hocker was a public school teacher in Jefferson County for 34 years, always stressing Arkansas history.  She retired from the classroom to a cottage in Wabbaseka, Arkansas, where she died on February 6, 1944.

The Arkansas flag depicts:

A diamond on a red field represents Arkansas as the only place in North America where diamonds have been discovered and mined.  

The twenty-five white stars around the diamond mean that Arkansas was the

twenty-fifth state to join the Union.

The top of the four stars in the center represents that Arkansas was a

Member of the Confederate States during the Civil War.

The other three stars represent Spain, France and the United States,

countries that had earlier ruled the land that includes Arkansas. They also represent the fact that Arkansas was the third state created from the Louisiana
Purchase.

^^^^^

Give a man a fish and he will eat for a day. Teach a man to fish, and he will sit in a boat all day drinking beer.

^^^^^

Life Membership Dues

Just a reminder about life membership dues. 

Presently

Age 65


$50.00

55-65 100.00

45-55 150.00

Under 45

250.00

New rates effective 12/31/04

Age 76


$100.00

66-75 200.00

56-65 300.00

46-55 400.00

45 and Under

500.00

^^^^^

Family 
The family has always been the cornerstone of American Society.

Our families nurture, preserve and pass on to each succeeding generation the values we share and cherish, values that are the foundation for our freedoms. In the family, we learn our first lessons of God and man, love and discipline, rights and responsibilities, human dignity and human frailty.

Our families give us daily examples of these lessons being put into practice. In raising and instructing our children, in providing personal and compassionate care for the elderly, in maintaining the spiritual strength of religious commitment among our people- in these and other ways, American families make immeasurable contributions to our well being.

Today more than ever, it is essential that these contributions not be taken for granted and that each of us remember that the strength of our families is vital to the strength of our nation.

President Ronald Reagan

^^^^^

Navy Times
November 1, 2004 Pg. 8

Stepping Up


 By William McMichael, Times staff writer


NAVAL STATION SAN DIEGO - Chief petty officers will soon fill nearly
all first-tour division officer slots on a West Coast destroyer, a two-year experiment that may herald the smaller crews likely to man many future Navy warships.
The change, which takes place beginning Oct. 30 aboard the San Diego-based Decatur, simultaneously increases chief petty officer responsibilities and eliminates a traditional and long-standing
first-tour learning experience for junior commissioned officers.
Eighteen of the Decatur's 24 divisions will be led by chief petty officers, who also may see increased watch-standing responsibilities on the ship's bridge and in its combat information center. Four
divisions will continue to be led by first-tour division officers while two others will be held by either second-tour, limited-duty or chief warrant officers, according to the ship.
The 18 chiefs have not been handpicked; each is the leading chief petty officer for his division and essentially inherits the position for the next two years, officials said. Instead, officials say they selected a ship said to have a strong chiefs' mess and that wasn't too far along in its training cycle. Decatur has just begun its basic training phase.
“We could go out and bring in a bunch of ringers ... and craft this experiment so that it certainly would be successful," said Rear Adm. Terrance Etnyre, commander of the Atlantic Fleet Naval Surface Force, speaking on behalf of the entire Naval Surface Force. "Our chief petty officers are the backbone of the Navy. We know that they're the technical experts. We know that they have many of the skill sets that a division officer does today, but not ... the whole responsibility.
 "So now we're giving that whole responsibility and adding on the additional things that they might not have done in the past."
The enlisted division officers will perform all aspects of their new jobs, Etnyre said. According to Navy guidance, this ncludes
responsibility for a division's performance and conduct, watchbills, material condition and readiness of equipment and spaces, work supervision and damage control readiness. While division chiefs now perform many of those functions, as division officers, they'll be in
charge of them all, including administrative work such as writing fitness reports. "The intent here is that they function fully as division officers," Etnyre said. The officers they replace will leave Decatur, Etnyre said, "so that  there won't be a tendency for us to slip back into the old mode, where we rely on the division officer, the junior officer, to do those division officer functions."  He said this also would allow the Navy to
get a "fair assessment" of whether the idea is workable. Decatur currently carries 31 officers, 24 of which are junior officers or limited-duty officers. The change, along with normal rotations,
will leave about 19 total officers on board. All junior officers who remain will report directly to their department head.
The 16 officers leaving the ship will go directly to second-tour division officer slots on other ships, officials said.
"They won't miss a beat," said Cmdr. Brian Nickerson, Decatur's commanding officer.  Typically, a division's chief petty officer is the primary trainer of an incoming division officer. As the officer learns the job, the two become a team, Nickerson said. Now, he said, the "layer" represented by that junior officer will disappear. On the other hand, said the
ship's Master Chief Electronics Technician (SW) Clifford Smith, "It's
going to allow for the first classes, the second classes ... to step up and now become more team-involved."
In some ways, the experiment will be a major cultural change on Decatur's deckplates. But the change is not as radical as some may think, one senior enlisted official said. "We have many CPOs who already fill a division officer role," said Force Master Chief (SW/AW)
Karen O'Connor of Commander, Naval Surface Force, one of the driving forces behind the experiment. "So we're not breaking any new ground."
Chief Cryptologic Technician (Networks) (SW) Rod Betts hasn't yet filled such a role, but he's excited about becoming the operations tactical division officer.  "It's a great change," he said.
Officials are expecting some less-than-positive reaction from the Navy's junior surface warfare officers, who go to sea after commissioning and spend their first 24-month shipboard tours as division officers, learning responsibility and leadership as well as technical skills.
"Initially, I was shocked," said Ensign Jonathan Jackson, now Decatur's auxiliaries officer. "I didn't know what to think. Namely, what's going to happen to me? I was upset at losing my division, because I've been division officer for a year. My chief and I, we have a great dynamic going. And I feel like the rug was pulled out from under me there."
Chief Engineman (SW) Mary Sumpter, now the auxiliaries leading chief petty officer, will soon take his place. She sees the opportunity as a plus.
"At first, I was kind of worried about the division officers," she said of the experiment. "But then, it's going to be a great opportunity for me, because now I've got something that's going to put
me ahead of the other chiefs, maybe."
Jackson will be going to a second-tour division officer job "eight or nine months earlier" than he otherwise would have done. While that might look good to a promotion board, he said, "there's some things that I would have worked for in those eight or nine months, namely
other qualifications, like engineering officer of the watch, and other qualifications down in combat, that now I won't be able to do on my first tour."
The impact on future promotions, he said, is uncertain.  Any resistance to the initiative from the officer ranks could also be exacerbated by the current surplus of probationary officers - those with fewer than five years of active service - in the major unrestricted line communities, which include surface warfare.  These are the officers competing for division officer slots.
 "I know there's probably some uncertainty out there, but as with any change, the first reaction is, we don't want to change," Etnyre said.
"We're all comfortable with how we're doing business today. That doesn't mean that that's the best way to do business. Unless you pilot some of these things, you never know."
He acknowledged the importance of young officers gaining leadership skills. But, he said, "There's lots of different ways to learn those leadership skills without necessarily being a division officer."  One such opportunity is serving as a watch section leader, Etnyre said. With fewer officers, Decatur's enlisted division chiefs will have more opportunities to get qualified in a wider variety of watches, such as anti-terrorism/force protection watch officer, small boat officer, air warfare officer and officer of the deck underway, officials said. Chiefs on Decatur already pull engineering officer of the watch.
The concept is rooted in two related areas, officials said. One is the Navy's ongoing "Human Capital Strategy" initiative, which aims to attract, develop and retain the most capable people."
The other goes directly to the Navy of the not-so-distant future, one that will feature many ships with smaller crews. "That is in the back of our mind," Etnyre said. "We are challenging every single assumption. Is that the best thing?  Is there a better way?"
^^^^^

I've sure gotten old. I've had 2 By-pass surgeries. A hip replacement,new knees. I’ve fought prostate cancer and diabetes. 

I'm half blind, can't hear anything quieter than a jet engine, take 40 different medications that make me dizzy, winded, and subject to blackouts. 

I have bouts with dementia; have poor circulation; and hardly feel my hands

and feet anymore. I can't remember if I'm 85 or 92. I have lost all my friends. 

But..... Thank God, I still have my Florida driver's license! 

^^^^^

Parche Decommissioned

From the New London Day

USS Parche was decommissioned on Tuesday.   By the time its life ended Tuesday in a ceremony at the Bremerton naval base, the Parche was the most highly decorated ship in Navy history - even though most Americans have never heard of it.

What did the USS Parche do on those missions?   Her crew will never
tell.   The attack submarine USS Parche returned to port for the final
time at the Marginal Pier at Naval Base Kitsap, Wash.   The Parche was the last active Sturgeon-class attack sub.

By ROBERT A. HAMILTON
Day Staff Writer, Navy/Defense/Electric Boat
Published on 10/20/2004

Chief Petty Officer Richard Okrasinski of Plainfield wears the black, gold and red ribbon of a Presidential Unit Citation, one of the most
prestigious medals in any of the services.  He can't tell you what he did to earn it. He can't even tell you when he got it. But if you obtain a copy of his service history, you can narrow it down to sometime between 1996 and 2000, when he served on the USS Parche.
The Parche, the Navy's double-super-secret spy submarine, was taken out of service Tuesday in Bangor, Wash., ending more than three decades of "spook" missions by submariners who are notoriously closed-mouth, even by the standards of the Silent Service.
The Parche earned its own chapter in the book "Blind Man's Bluff," which
detailed a number of Cold War submarine missions, but people who know about submarines say the book
barely scratched the surface of what the Parche has done over the past
32 years. And the Parche sailors aren't talking, not even to other
submariners.
If an admiral asked a junior enlisted man on the Parche crew how he
earned the medals on his chest, the admiral would get a polite refusal
to answer.
"Most people have come to understand that I'm not going to tell them anything about that part of my life," Okrasinski said. "My wife doesn't want to know, my father is curious, and  my mother doesn't even want to admit I go to sea - she worries about me whenever I'm not at home."
"We mostly did a really good job of keeping a very low profile," said
Adam Bridge of Davis, Calif., who put the Parche into commission as a
nuclear electronics technician in 1972 and served aboard the sub until August 1977.
"Civilians just look at you and say, 'Oh yeah, a submarine. Great.' But
every once in a while someone will have read 'Blind Man's Bluff' and
starts to ask questions," Bridge said in a telephone interview. "I just say there's nothing I can comment on, that by the nature of their operations, all submarine missions are secret.
"And then I add that, as a taxpayer, I think they got their money's worth."
Bridge's son, Eric, is a machinist mate 3rd class aboard the Jimmy
Carter, the third Seawolf-class submarine that is being heavily modified at Electric Boat to fill the void left by Parche's decom.
"We've already defined a set of boundaries," Bridge said. "We agreed that if I ask a question and he doesn't know the answer, he will say, 'I don't know.' And if the answer would be something that he can't speak about, he'll say, 'I can't say.' "
The Parche is a "stretch hull" Sturgeon-class submarine, one of nine lengthened by 10 feet to 302 feet to accommodate extra equipment.
It's rumored that the Parche was the quietest of the nine, and was
picked for more extensive modifications in the late 1970s at Mare Island Naval Shipyard in California, including a 100-foot special section that gave it a unique "ocean interface," which meant it could deploy divers or special equipment without surfacing.
For the last quarter-century it has boasted some unusual features that
are visible on top of its hull as well, but nobody has ever offered any
explanations for their use.
"I used to say forward of the sail is our bowling alley, and back by the
stern was just the hump," Okrasinski said. "Most people were interested
in what was up front."
The Parche was originally homeported in Charleston, S.C. It was moved to Mare Island Naval Shipyard in the 1970s when it began doing special missions, and then to Bangor, Wash., after its modifications were completed.
Because of the demand for its services, the Parche has long been one of the busiest boats in the fleet. Okrasinski said during his first year he did 200 days at sea. Whereas other attack submarines would do six months at sea followed by 18 months of shore time, maintenance and local operations, Parche did two or three
three-month deployments every year, as well as a three-month repair period.
The Parche was also the only attack submarine homeported in Bangor for
most of its life, in part because the Navy didn't want the crew mingling
with other SSN sailors, or even with
the ballistic missile submarine crews that call Bangor home.
"Nobody talked to the Parche sailors," Okrasinski said. "We lived in our own barracks, had our own pier, and had our own parking. We just kept to ourselves."
Retired Vice Adm. Bernard M. Kauderer, who was commander of the Pacific and Atlantic submarine forces at a time when the Parche had already established its reputation in the 1980s, said he was delighted to learn that the Carter would get a special 100-foot hull section to replace the capabilities that will be lost with the Parche's decommissioning.
"The way the program is planned, it can sustain a gap," Kauderer said.
In fact, he said, with the Carter slated to go on sea trials next year and to be delivered to the Navy shortly after that, it won't be much different than if the Parche had gone in for an overhaul.
"You just plan the kind of operations this submarine does for when the
asset is available," Kauderer said. "It's not like a normal SSN (attack
submarine), where it has to be instantly available to surge. These are very carefully planned  operations,  planned well in advance, so it's easy to plan something like this around the schedule.
"It's a great move to have a specially configured submarine asset ready
to perform those very unique missions. It's a mission that no other
platform, really, can conduct."
There is one Parche mission that leaked out to the public, thanks to
Ronald Pelton, a National Security Agency analyst who spied for the
Russians in the 1970s and 1980s.
For five years, the submarine snuck into shallow water in the Sea of
Okhotsk between two large Soviet naval bases to tap a communications
cable that carried military signals. Parche might have been caught in the act if not for satellite photos that
showed intense Soviet interest in the area before it went in to retrieve
the recordings that its tap had made.
It's not a mission that the Navy can credibly deny - the tap is in a
museum at the former KGB headquarters in Moscow.
It was missions like that, and others even more hair-raising, that have
earned the submarine a number of Presidential Unit Citations. The medal is awarded for extraordinary heroism in accomplishing a mission under extremely difficult and hazardous conditions. It is a rarity on the Groton waterfront, and if you see it on a sailor you can be sure he's done a tour on the Parche at some point. Some jokingly call it the "Parche Unit Citation."
Does it bother him that he can't discuss why he earned such a
prestigious award?
"Not really," he said. "There was a reason that we got it, and I
understand there is a reason we can't talk about the reason."
r.hamilton@theday.com
^^^^^

Religious faith has the miraculous power to lift ordinary human beings to greatness in seasons of stress.

Sam J. Ervin, Jr.

NBA player for Seattle


^^^^^

{EXCERPT} NEWS RELEASE from the United States Department of Defense

 Navy to Commission Submarine Virginia

The Navy will commission the USS Virginia, lead ship of the latest
class of attack submarines, Saturday, Oct. 23, 2004, during an 11 a.m. EST ceremony at Naval Station Norfolk in Norfolk, Va.

As the Navy's next-generation attack submarine, the Virginia Class is
the first submarine class specifically designed to counter post-Cold War threats and provides the Navy with the capabilities it requires to meet the threats of the 21st century.

Virginia has improved stealth, sophisticated surveillance capabilities
and special warfare enhancements that enable it to meet the Navy's
multi-mission requirements. With a modular design, the Virginia class
will be able to accommodate technology upgrades throughout the life of the class.

Sen. John Warner of Virginia will deliver the ceremony's principal address. Lynda Johnson Robb, wife of former Sen. Charles Robb of Virginia and daughter of former President Lyndon Baines Johnson, will serve as the ship's sponsor. In the time-honored tradition of
commissioning U.S. naval ships, Robb will give the order to "man our ship and bring her to life!"

This is the sixth ship of the Navy to carry the name Virginia since the original Virginia was commissioned in 1777. The last Virginia was a nuclear powered guided missile cruiser, which was decommissioned in 1994.

Virginia can attack targets ashore with highly accurate Tomahawk cruise missiles and conduct covert long-term surveillance of land areas, littoral waters and other sea forces.

Virginia also has superior anti-submarine and anti-ship warfare capabilities, is able to provide special forces delivery and support, and can conduct mine delivery and minefield mapping.

With enhanced communications connectivity, Virginia will also provide
important battle group and joint task force support with full integration into carrier strike group operations.

Capt. David Kern, a native of Binghamton, N.Y., and a Naval Academy
graduate, will become the first commanding officer of the ship, leading a crew of approximately 134 officers and enlisted sailors.  Virginia will be homeported in Groton, Conn., as a unit of the U.S. Atlantic Fleet.

Virginia is 377 feet in length, has a waterline beam of 34 feet, a navigational draft of 32 feet, displaces approximately 7,800 tons submerged, can dive to depths greater than 800 feet, and can sustain speeds of more than 25 knots when submerged.

She is also designed with a reactor plant that will not require refueling during the planned life of the ship ​ reducing lifecycle
costs while increasing underway time.

The superior capabilities of the Virginia class will help ensure the Navy maintains undersea dominance well into this century.

For more information regarding the commissioning ceremony, please
contact the Navy news desk (703) 697-5342. For more information about
Virginia class submarines, visit 

http://www.chinfo.navy.mil/navpalib/factfile/ships/ship-ssn.html

http://www.defenselink.mil/releases/2004/nr20041021-1425.html
^^^^^

TRITON PRINT

A new 11x14 Triton print featuring Capt Ned Beach is now available.  The print is available for $10.00 plus $1.45 shipping. Profits will benefit the USSV Charitable Foundation.  

Email if interested at:

jjaques@bellsouth.net
Hawgfish Scuttlebutt                                                                             In God We Trust
Alan Malone

734 Good Springs Rd.

Heber Springs, AR 72543
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Our Creed





"To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in


the pursuit of their duties while serving their Country. That their


dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of 


motivation toward greater accomplishments. A pledge of loyalty and 


patriotism to the United States Government."





WW II Boats on Eternal Patrol








Sealion (SS-195)	        S-36 (SS-141)	    S-26 (SS-131)


Shark I (SS-174)	        Perch (SS-176)	    S-27 (SS-132)


Grunion (SS-216)	        S-39 (SS-144)	    Argonaut (SS-166)


Amberjack (SS-219)   Grampus (SS-207)	    Triton (SS-201)


Pickerel (SS-177)	        Grenadier (SS-210)	    Runner (SS-275)


R-12 (SS-89)	        Grayling (SS-209)	    Pompano (SS-181)


Cisco (SS-290)	        S-44 (SS-155)	    Dorado (SS-248)


Wahoo (SS-238)	        Corvina (SS-226)	    Scuplin (SS-191)


Capelin (SS-289)	        Scorpion (SS-278)  	    Grayback (SS-208)


Trout (SS-202)	        Tullibee (SS-284)	    Gugeon (SS-211)


Herring (SS-233)	        Golet (SS-361)	    S-28 (SS-133)


Robalo (SS-273)	        Filer (SS-250)	    Harder (SS-257)


Seawolf (SS-197)	        Darter (SS-227)	    Shark II (SS-314)


Tang (SS-306)	        Escolar (SS-294)	    Albacore (SS-218)


Growler (SS-215)	        Scamp (SS-277)	    Swordfish (SS-193)


Barbel (SS-316)	        Kete (SS-369)	    Trigger (SS-237)


Snook (SS-279)	        Lagarto (SS-317)	    Bonefish (SS-223)


Bullhead (SS-332)





Cold War Boats on Eternal Patrol





Scorpion (SSN-589)		                 Thresher (SSN-593)





Pledge of Allegiance





"I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America,


and to the Republic for which it stands, one Nation under God,


indivisible, with liberty and justice for all."
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