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November 2006

Commanders Corner

I wish to extend a happy Veteran’s Day and Thanksgiving to all our members and families.  I apologize for being somewhat remiss in not welcoming aboard some new base members; Tim and Lezlie Arnold of Russellville, Robert Cagle of N. Little Rock, Kelly Driver, Sherwood, Herschel Holtman, York, PA, George Fore, of TULLIBEE Base (dual member) and Jim Morehouse of DRUM Base (dual member). Jim and I served on FLYING FISH together in the 70’s.  Welcome aboard to you all and we hope you will join us at every opportunity.  Also, all members are encouraged to access your files via internet using the USSVI website menu.  This is an excellent method to find former shipmates and also to ensure your personal information is current for base mailings.  Remember, if the “Hawgfish Scuttlebutt” Editor doesn’t have a good e-mail or postal address, he can’t send you the newsletter.  Also, other correspondence pertaining to the base, local events, national USSVI issues, dues renewal, etc. may not be provided in a timely manner. 

The base conducted a memorial service on board the service barge on Saturday, November 11, 2006.  A special thanks to those members and guests who participated in this special event.  Our base officer election process is underway although member participation appears to be low and less than desired.  That may be attributable to a lack of competition at each position with the exception of COB or perhaps the same malady as other elections; voter apathy.  Remember, the Executive Council represents the base and makes decisions on how its business is conducted.  The process will close out on November 30th with the results being announced shortly thereafter.  I would deeply appreciate all officers who will be serving the base during calendar year 2007 to make every effort to join us for the Christmas pot luck on Saturday, December 9th at 5:30 PM in the former museum building.  We will use this opportunity to officially induct you to your positions.  Look for details on the base website, www.razorbackbase.com or via mail.

The base will participate in “The Magic of Christmas” annual parade in North Little Rock on Saturday, December 2nd at 2:00 PM.  We will use the trailer mounted sail of USS RAZORBACK and also have some bikers and walkers in addition to riders throwing candy to the kids. I will provide more details as they become available.  Plan to join us if you can and spread some holiday cheer in the local community.

There will not be a business meeting during November because of the Veteran’s Day services however please mark your calendars for Saturday, December 2nd for the parade and the 9th for the Christmas Pot Luck dinner at 5:30 PM.  Have a happy Thanksgiving and I look forward to seeing you next month.

Happy 6th Birthday to Razorback Base, Chartered 28-Oct-00, Carl Schmidt was first Base Cdr.
Submarines Lost During the Month of November

USS Corvina (SS-226) 16-Nov-1943.  All hands lost (82).

USS Sculpin (SS-191) 19-Nov-1943.  40 men lost.  42 taken as POW, only 21 survived the war.  Captain John P. Cromwell, USN, Commander of a Submarine Task Group (Wolfpack) went down with the ship to ensure his knowledge of impending operations was not compromised.  He was posthumously awarded the Medal of Honor for his heroism.

USS Growler (SS-215) 8-Nov-1944.  All hands lost (85).  

USS Albacore (SS-218) 7-Nov-1944.  All hands lost (86).

USS Scamp (SS-277) 16-Nov-1944.  All hands lost (83).

USS CORVINA (SS 226)

November 16, 1943 - 82 Men Lost 
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Clearing New London 18 September 1943, Corvina arrived at Pearl Harbor 14 October.  She put out from Pearl Harbor on her maiden war patrol 4 November, topped off her fuel tanks at Johnston Island 6 November, and was never heard from again.  Her assignment had been a dangerous one: To patrol as closely as possible to the heavily guarded stronghold of Truk and to intercept any Japanese sortie endangering the forthcoming American invasion of the Gilberts.  Japanese records report that I-176 fired three torpedoes at an enemy submarine south of Truk 16 November, claiming two hits which resulted in the explosion of the target.  If this was Corvina she was the only American submarine to be sunk by a Japanese submarine in the entire war.  Her loss with her crew of 82 was announced 14 March 1944.

^^^^^

TREASURERS REPORT FOR October 2006

Treasurer’s Report for October 2006

Beginning Balance
$3791.98
Deposit’s

  1809.00

Expenses

    100.00

Ending Balance

$5500.88

Submitted by

Greg Schwerman

Base Treasurer

^^^^^
USSVI National Scholarship

Shipmates,

As National Scholarship Chairman I try to get all my work done and out ahead of schedule and every now and then I "goof".  In the fifth paragraph of the message sent on the 15th of October I said: "The parent of the sponsor will supply a copy of the previous year (2006) 1040 Tax form signed.  It should of said as follows: "The parent of the student applicant will supply a copy of the previous year (2006) 1040 Tax form signed.  So I apologize to all for the error on my part.

Next problem on the USSVI Web Page there are some problems locating the Scholarship Application.  Here what you need to do:

1. On web site first page on left column select "Charitable Fund" and click once.

2. On second page upper left corner select "Scholarships" and click once.

3. On third page upper left corner select "Application" and click.

4. Now select all four pdf pages (cover, Hints, page 1 & 2.) and print them, should be a total of five pages.

5. The last selection you just need to read and that is "Notes and tips"

6. If you can not down load the pdf files just email me or call (860-334-6457) and your application will be in the next day mail except Sunday.

Have any further problem again email or call me.  I will get you your scholarship application out to you as mentioned above.

Paul Orstad

USSVI NSC

Hogan343@aol.com
^^^^^

No more Atlantic Fleet?

By William H. McMichael
NT Staff writer

31October 2006

NORFOLK NAVAL STATION, Va. — The U.S. Atlantic Fleet is about to become history.  The name, that is.

In a Tuesday morning ceremony at Norfolk Naval Station aboard the aircraft carrier Theodore Roosevelt, Atlantic Fleet will become known as Commander, U.S. Fleet Forces Command.  The ceremony makes official a change that was a long time coming. In May, Adm. Mike Mullen, chief of naval operations, disestablished what was known as Commander, Fleet Forces Command and Commander, U.S. Atlantic Fleet.

But the demise of the venerable designation “Atlantic Fleet” — established in 1906 — had been expected since CFFC was established on Oct. 1, 2001, and then-CNO Adm. Vern Clark told reporters the following day that Atlantic Fleet was being “subsumed” by CFFC.  Monday’s announcement finally settles things for the command that oversees training, maintenance and operational issues for more than 210,000 active duty and reserve personnel serving on more than 150 ships and submarines and at 79 shore activities.

“This disestablishment and renaming is part of a realignment of the functions of the two commands and streamlines the chain of command,” said Ted Brown, a Fleet Forces Command spokesman. “Unification of the duties of the two commands in Commander, U.S. Fleet Forces Command clarifies and advances the process of providing a primary advocate and representative for fleet personnel, training, requirements, maintenance and operational issues.”

The Atlantic Fleet name will continue to live on in the names of the East Coast “type” commands for submarine, surface, air, mine warfare, expeditionary combat and other communities, such as Naval Surface Force, U.S. Atlantic Fleet, better known by the easy-to-remember acronym SurfLant, Brown said.Fleet Forces Command is commanded by Adm. John B. Nathman.

http://www.navytimes.com/story.php?f=1-292925-2320779.php
^^^^^

Good web links to check out!

http://oldbluejacket.com/SeaPower.htm
http://www.submarinesailor.com/default.asp
http://bubbleheads.blogspot.com/2005/02/submarine-humor.html
http://www.submarinestore.com/
On target with history:  The arrival of 13 WWII-era torpedoes caps an 11-year effort.

By Jim Thomsen, Sun Staff

May 5, 2005

Think back, said Bill Galvani, to the last time you checked your pocket change and came up with an old buffalo nickel.  More than likely, it's been at least a few decades, he said.  And that's why Galvani, director of the Naval Undersea Museum, and fellow museum employees and volunteers were excited Wednesday morning to help unload and store the latest addition to the facility's considerable stores of undersea-war lore: 13 MK-14 torpedoes, all 60 years old or more and all thought at one time to no longer be in existence.

"In the 1940s and 1950s, these were the buffalo nickels of the submarine fleet," Galvani said as the crated torpedoes were unloaded one by one off a flatbed truck in the museum parking lot. "They were the principal weapons employed by U.S. submarines throughout World War II. It played a major role in defeating Japanese naval and merchant fleets, and it became the single most destructive weapon used by the U.S. Navy during the war.

"Now, these are the last 13."  That the Keyport museum has the historically invaluable relics at all is due to the persistence and vision of Wallace "Dusty" Rhodes, a civilian worker at Keyport's Naval Undersea Warfare Center Division and a museum volunteer.  "It took 11 years of dogged persistence to make this happen," Galvani said.  "If it had been anybody else but Dusty heading this, I don't think it would have happened."  Rhodes came upon the torpedoes unexpectedly in 1994, during a tour of munitions stores at an Army depot in Hawthorne, Nev.  The retired Navy chief torpedoman's mate immediately grasped how rare and historically significant they were and set about the bureaucratically cumbersome task of saving them.

"I thought, I hate like hell to see these go to the chopping block when there's museums that want them," said Rhodes, who was on hand for the torpedoes' arrival Wednesday.  It wasn't easy, however.  First, Rhodes and others he enlisted to the cause had to convince Army officials that the weapons were worth saving from their scheduled demolition — and that it was worth finding and spending extra money to do so.  "We put it to the colonel this way: Pretend you walked into a warehouse somewhere and found 13 Sherman tanks," Rhodes said.  "This is the Navy counterpart."

Another obstacle was in figuring out how to properly remove all explosive and contaminated materials from the aging MK-14s, Galvani and Rhodes said.  No active-duty Navy personnel had working knowledge of the long-retired weapon, so a few years were invested in rounding up retirees who were willing and able to help.

One, Terry Pheabus, a retired senior chief torpedoman's mate who is currently a civilian worker at the Keyport base, researched and wrote the procedures for safely dissembling the MK-14s, and supervised the work.  In doing so, Rhodes, Pheabus and others figured a way to make the costly salvage process pay for itself.  The warheads contained 643 pounds of explosive that could be sold to local mines for blasting, and also held several thousand pounds of phosphor bronze with moderate commercial value.

The "safing" and reassembly of the torpedoes was completed in October in Nevada, and all that remained was arranging for the delivery — which was completed three months before Rhodes' retirement date, a goal he had set all along.  "Dusty is the guy who had the interest and desire to care for these torpedoes," Galvani said.  "He had all the expertise and the contacts.  He had to reconstruct things that were common knowledge 50 years ago, but nobody knows now."  The torpedoes — the 11 MK-14s found in 1994 plus two "maverick" weapons without warheads found at Hawthorne in 2003 — will be cleaned up at the Keyport base and readied for public display. Galvani hopes that will happen within three to four months.

Only one — an MK-14 manufactured at Keyport — will be on display at the Naval Undersea Museum, said the museum's Jennifer Heinzelmann.  The others will be permanently loaned to other naval heritage facilities around the world that asked for them — Galveston, Texas; Manitowoc, Wis.; Baltimore; Vermillion, Ohio; and South Brisbane, Australia, are locales that have been approved for loan so far.

It's a sure sign of the monumental historical importance of Rhodes' find, Galvani said.  "Over the years, the museum received frequent requests for the loan of a weapon," Galvani said.  But there are few places in the world where the MK-14's historic value hits home more.  "This means a lot to our World War II veterans around here," Galvani said.  "And it especially means a lot to the guys in the submarine fleet."

MK-14 torpedo facts

First built: 1931

Length: 20 feet, 6 inches

Weight: 3,209 pounds

Explosive weight: 643 pounds of HBX-1 explosive

Traveling speed: 31 to 46 knots

Where built: Naval Torpedo Station at Keyport was one of five Navy facilities to manufacture the MK-14 in the 1930s and 1940s.

How many built: About 12,500

How many at Naval Undersea Museum in Keyport: 13

When they'll be ready for public exhibit: August or September

Source: Bill Galvani, Naval Undersea Museum, Keyport

^^^^^

The Old Navy

Written by a World War Two Sailor

Come gather round me lads and I'll tell you a thing or two; About the way we ran the Navy in nineteen forty two.

When wooden ships and iron men were barely out of sight; I am going to give you some facts just to set the record right.

We wore the ole bell bottoms, with a flat hat on our head; Always hit the sack at night and never "went to bed."

Our uniforms were worn ashore and we were mighty proud; Never thought of wearing civvies, in fact they were never allowed.

Now when a ship puts out to sea I'll tell you son it hurts; When suddenly you notice that half the crew is wearing skirts.

And it's hard for me to imagine, a female boatswains mate; Stopping on the Quarter deck to make sure her stockings are straight.

What happened to the KiYi brush, and the old salt-water bath; Holy stoning decks at night cause you stirred old Bosn's wrath!

We always had our gedunk stand and lots of pogey bait; And it always took a hitch or two ,just to make a rate.

In your seabag all your skivvies, were neatly stopped and rolled; And the blankets on your sack had better have a three-inch fold.

Your little ditty bag, it is hard to believe just how much it held; You wouldn't go ashore with pants that hadn't been spiked and bellied.

We had scullery maids and succotash and good old SOS; And when you felt like topping off, you headed for the mess.

Oh we had our belly robbers but there weren't too many gripes; For the deck apes were never hungry and there were no starving snipes.

Now you never hear of Dave Jones, Shellbacks Or Polliwogs; And you never splice the mainbrace to receive your daily grog.

Now you never have to dog a watch or stand the main vent; You even tie your lines today, back in my time they were bent.

We were all two-fisted drinkers and no one thought you sinned; If you staggered back aboard your ship, three sheets to the wind.

And with just a couple hours of sleep you regained your usual luster; Bright eyed and bushy tailed- you still made morning muster.
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Rocks and shoals have long since gone, and now it's UCMJ; Then the old man handled every thing if you should go astray.

Now they steer the ships with dials, and I wouldn't be surprised; If some day they sailed the damned things from the beach computerized.

So when my earthly hitch is over, and the good Lord picks the best; I’ll walk right up to HIM and say, "Sir, I have but one request.

Let me sail the seas of Heaven in a coat of Navy blue; Like I did so long ago on earth way back in nineteen-forty two.

^^^^^

At the monthly business meeting on Saturday, October 28, the membership voted to forego a meeting in November and instead attend local area veterans’ events at the state capitol at 1100.  At 1200, base members who are interested are invited to attend and participate in a Tolling of the Boats Memorial Service on the service barge at A. I. M. M.  We plan to be available to any boat visitors to answer questions, and if any are interested, have lunch afterwards.  

Following lunch on November 11, we plan to do some decorating on our USS RAZORBACK (SS 394) float entry for the North Little Rock Christmas Parade scheduled for Saturday, December 2, 2006 at 2:00 PM.  If you would, please bring a bag of hard candy to the memorial service to give out at the parade.  If you have any questions, feel free to call me at 501-758-3266 or e-mail at retldousn@earthlink.net.  

The base is planning Christmas pot luck on Saturday, December 9, 2006 at 5:30 PM in the former A. I. M. M. Museum Building just inside the flood wall near the boat.  The base treasury will provide the meat dishes, ice, all napkins, plates, cups, etc.  Greg Zonner is providing sodas, I will bring both sweet and unsweetened tea and water will be available.  We need some snacks (nuts, chips, dips, etc.), side dishes, desserts, and salads.  Alcohol is BYOB if you desire.  Please let Sheri Hollaway know what you plan to bring by calling her at 501-812-0102 or e-mail at cpasjh@earthlink.net.  Thanks. 

HAWGFISH SCUTTLEBUTT

IN GOD WE TRUST

David Grove

144 White Oak Ln.

Little Rock, AR 72227

Dgrove2000@sbcglobal.net
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Our Creed





"To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in


the pursuit of their duties while serving their Country. That their


dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of 


motivation toward greater accomplishments. A pledge of loyalty and 


patriotism to the United States Government."





WW II Boats on Eternal Patrol








Sealion (SS-195)	        S-36 (SS-141)	    S-26 (SS-131)


Shark I (SS-174)	        Perch (SS-176)	    S-27 (SS-132)


Grunion (SS-216)	        S-39 (SS-144)	    Argonaut (SS-166)


Amberjack (SS-219)   Grampus (SS-207)	    Triton (SS-201)


Pickerel (SS-177)	        Grenadier (SS-210)	    Runner (SS-275)


R-12 (SS-89)	        Grayling (SS-209)	    Pompano (SS-181)


Cisco (SS-290)	        S-44 (SS-155)	    Dorado (SS-248)


Wahoo (SS-238)	        Corvina (SS-226)	    Scuplin (SS-191)


Capelin (SS-289)	        Scorpion (SS-278)  	    Grayback (SS-208)


Trout (SS-202)	        Tullibee (SS-284)	    Gugeon (SS-211)


Herring (SS-233)	        Golet (SS-361)	    S-28 (SS-133)


Robalo (SS-273)	        Filer (SS-250)	    Harder (SS-257)


Seawolf (SS-197)	        Darter (SS-227)	    Shark II (SS-314)


Tang (SS-306)	        Escolar (SS-294)	    Albacore (SS-218)


Growler (SS-215)	        Scamp (SS-277)	    Swordfish (SS-193)


Barbel (SS-316)	        Kete (SS-369)	    Trigger (SS-237)


Snook (SS-279)	        Lagarto (SS-371)	    Bonefish (SS-223)


Bullhead (SS-332)





Cold War Boats on Eternal Patrol





Scorpion (SSN-589)		                 Thresher (SSN-593)





Pledge of Allegiance





"I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America,


and to the Republic for which it stands, one Nation under God,


indivisible, with liberty and justice for all."
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