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October 2003

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Commanders Corner

Wow! Another month is gone and we are now in the Fall Season. This has been an interesting year. I first would like to personally thank all the members of the base who have taken time away from their families and help work on the barges. This was nasty dirty work but to see them now everyone would be amazed by the transformation. We are not done yet and there is still a lot to do.

We received final approval from the Under Sectary of State to take possession of the Razorback on 10-7-2003. I have already made contact with the towing company and our people in Turkey to get a schedule in place to start moving her. If all works out right she will be in New Orleans the second week of December and it will take 10 days to get her to North Little Rock from there. We can now start to do some real planning. There are a number of base members planning to be in New Orleans when she gets there and spend a couple of days before she starts her final voyage up the Mississippi. If anyone is interested in joining us let me know. 

I would also like to thank a few people from the base that were in Reno and helped out at our table. Ray and Barbra Wewers, Bob and Mary Christians, Shane Foraker and his wife, Jim and Sue Barnes, and Carl and Bonny Schmidt. This was a great meeting and these people made it possible for all of us to get out and do some things without spending all our time at the table. The History Channel was there for 2 days and was able to interview 12 ex-Razorback crew members (2 from WWII). I talked to the producer and she told me they all turned out great and would be included in the documentary they are going to do on the return of the Razorback.  

I want to encourage everyone to plan on being at the banquet November 1, 2003 in Hot Springs. This should be our best banquet ever. We have a number of surprises for the base. Details of the banquet are in this newsletter.

I want to also encourage everyone to vote on the nominations for the base and District 5 commander. These need to be back no later that October 27th.  

Again I want to thank all the base members for your support.

Greg

^^^^^

Treasurers Report

Hey guys, here it is:

  $1013.97  Beginning Balance 9/1/03

Deposits:

  $466.00  Store Sales

      40.00  Base Dues

      15.00  Donation

      20.00  National Dues

Expenses:

  $136.55  Store Purchases

      20.00  USSVI National Dues

    200.00  Advance for Banquet Decorations

  $1198.42  Ending Balance 9/30/03

Talk to you later.

Wendell D

^^^^^


^^^^^

Sign outside a Muffler Shop:

“No appointment necessary. We hear you coming.”

^^^^^

Chaplains Office

America was founded by people who believed that God was their rock of safety. I recognize we must be cautious in claiming that God is on our side, but I think it’s all right to keep asking if we’re on His side.

Ronald Reagan

40thU.S.President

I thank God that I live in a country where dreams can come true, where failure sometimes is the first step to success and where success is only another form of failure if we forget what our priorities should be.

Harry Lloyd Hopkins,

Advisor to 

Franklin D. Roosevelt

^^^^^

USSV Charitable Foundation

We have started the fund raising drive for the USSV Charitable Foundation which runs from Convention to Convention.

We have a very good start on the Scholarship Fund and received a large check from GROTON Base in Reno.  The first fund for which funds are needed is the BROTHERHOOD FUND, from which the CARING AND SHARING (formerly Dinner for Sailors) Program gets its funding.  

The Force Master Chiefs for SUBLANT and SUBPAC asked if we could have the check to them earlier than we did in 2002 since it was difficult to get the checks cleared and make the necessary world-wide distribution in 2002.  We plan to have a check for $4,000 to SUBLANT and $4,000 to SUBPAC the first week in November, 2003.

We supported the ST MARYS SUBMARINE MUSEUM with a $1,000 check to help with the Ben Bastura collection. They provide the facility for our USSVI LIBRARY.

Our national goal is to raise a minimum of $10.00 per member for the Charitable Foundation as a whole in this next 2003-4 year.

Please bring up fundraising for our Charitable Foundation in your next Base meeting and encourage your members to contribute at least $10.00 per shipmate.

All collected donations should be sent marked USSVCF c/o the USSVI National Office, PO Box 3870, Silverdale, WA 98383-3870

Aloha

John D. Peters

NC

^^^^^

Holland Club

Holland Club Message Delivered by Bill Britt at the Base Commanders Meeting in Reno: 

"HCC BILL BRITT:  As Holland Club Commander, I'm asking for voluntary financial support from the members of Holland Club, and I emphasize Holland Club members.  I don't expect, or want necessarily, that the membership as a whole support our organization.  I'd like the HC members to be able to say it's our club and it's our money. 

I don't know how many of you here are currently Holland Club members.  I do know that some day you all will be eligible so I'm speaking to you all..  Outside of a USSVI budgeted operating fund of $500.00, which pays for postage, certificates, and last year alone I mailed out 385 packages, which ate up the $500.00, to say the least. 

So this is my attempt to raise funds for the Holland Club and the Annual HC breakfast program, Simply put I request a voluntary $1.00 per HC member contribution per year for the HC breakfast fund. All of the little gifts that are given out are purchased by me and given to the members as a token of appreciation. If you count 700 time of those little goodies, my wife is upset with me. 

If each District CDR and Base CDR or Base Representative upon returning home request that a HC (POC) Representative be designated for your base and request that he solicit a voluntary $1.00 contribution per Base HC member. The funds collected could be turned over to the Base CDR to be forwarded to the National Office in trust for the HC Fund to be made available to the HC CDR for his use in paying the various non administrative expenses of the HC such as awards, gifts for VIP guests and momentos. 

I did receive a check from the National Office for $759.00 raised for HC from various USSVI Bases this past year and I really appreciate that.  Also, one of our shipmates placed a donation box at the exit area of the HC Breakfast and attendees contributed $302.00."

"NC JOHN PETERS: The money raised benefits whatever the HC wants to do. The admin costs includes postage, the HC Card, Certificate and Patch are paid for by USSVI, and we'll cover whatever it takes for the new HC members. "

For the entire transcript of the Base Commanders Meeting, visit http://www.submarinevets.com/~ussvibaseco/discus/messages/7/12.html

SUMMARY:  Action requested:  Contact your Holland Club members and request a voluntary $1.00 contribution per Base HC member for use by the National HC Commander, and forward the collected funds, earmarked for HC, to USSVI National Office, PO Box 3870, Silverdale, WA  98383-3870

Submitted by

Pat Householder

National Secretary

^^^^^

Anniversary Dinner

The next USS Razorback Base meeting will be our annual Anniversary Dinner on November 1, 2003 at the Velda Rose Resort Hotel, 218 Park Avenue, Hot Springs, Arkansas 71901. Phone: 501-623-3311. Please make your reservations as soon as possible. Tell the hotel you are with the USS Razorback Base Subvets when you make your reservations. The hotel has just been renovated and looks very nice. Rooms will be $55.00 each plus tax.

Anyone interested plan to meet in the lobby of the Velda Rose on Saturday morning at 1100 hrs. We will find a nice restaurant downtown for lunch and some shopping. We will also make a tour of bathhouse row and the National Park Bathhouse.

There will be a “cash” bar beginning at 1730 till 1830. Dinner (a gala affair) will be served at 1845 to 1900 in the Whispering Pines conference room. Two entrees will be available at $20.00 per person. Please contact Mary Christians at bobxians@ipa.net, 501-922-1586 or Ray Wewers at raywewers@cox-internet.com, 501-967-5541 if you plan to attend. They need a head count by October 15th and the money to Mary Christians by October 20, 2003. The guest speaker for the evening will be Vice Admiral Jon L. Boyes, retired. Please come help us make this an enjoyable evening.

^^^^^

Silent Service Films

Because you are an important point of contact within our fraternal USSVI organization, I'm sending you this informational email in an effort to gain your support in getting the word out regarding the current "re-availability" of some of our, made for TV, "Silent Service" episodes (the originals of which were produced back in the late 50's & early 60's by retired Rear Admiral Tommy Dykers). 

Please share this information with your shipmates as soon as possible as I will not be able to offer these videos on a continuing basis.  If you have any additional questions after visiting the website that has been set up for ordering information, please give me a yell.  Thanks in advance for your support in this effort.

For ordering information:  http://donmac.org/clear/SSVT.htm

Email  submarine@waypt.com

Best Regards,

John Clear EMC (SS) USN Ret.

180 Robin Lane

Port Ludlow, WA 98365-9522

^^^^^

Minutes of USS Razorback Base

September 20, 2003

Meeting called to order at 1625 hours by Base Commander Greg Zonner. Eighteen members and guest were present. Meeting was held at Gators Resturant on the Arkansas River in North Little Rock.

Carl Schmidt led pledge of Allegiance.

Tolling of the Bell ceremony was performed by David Farmer and Billy Hollaway for the boats lost in the month of September.

Moment of Silence was observed for lost shipmates.

Prayer led by Base Chaplain Carl Eubanks.

Minutes of August 23, 2003 meeting read by Jim Barnes. Motion and second to accept as read, motion passed.

Treasurers Report given by Wendell Dedmon. Motion and second to accept as read, motion passed.

Greg ask for nominations for Officers for the year 2004. No new nominations were forthcoming. Motion by Ray Wewers to close nominations, the motion received a second and was passed.

Up date report on USS Razorback was given by Greg. He also reported that we have one week to finish work on the barges before the City of North Little Rock brings in crews to remove lead paint, pour concrete and paint the barges.

Ray Wewers gave an update on plans for the Anniversary Dinner. Details will be in the next newsletter. Also plans are being made for the Christmas Party.

Motion by David Farmer, second by Billy Hollaway to provide $200.00 to decorating committee for decorations at Anniversary Dinner.

Carl Schmidt reported that Adm. Konetzni had agreed for the Navy to furnish the paint to paint the USS Razorback when she reaches New Orleans. The labor would be furnished by the Navy Reserves in New Orleans.

Tom Denton the artist that did painting of USS Razorback has given us the rights to one of his paintings so we may print copies to be sold.

Storekeeper Carl Schmidt gave a report of what items he has in stock, how much was purchased in the past year and how much money was made from sale of storekeeper items. A motion by Jud Rouch and second by Billy Hollaway to provide $250.00 to the storekeeper to purchase items for resale.

When the District Five Commander office was vacated Art Randall appointed Bret Cortright to fill that position. For the first time we have a chance to vote for our District Commander. Bret Cortright and Greg Zonner are running for District Five Commander for 2004. 

Motion and second to adjourn, motion passed.

James W. Barnes

Base Yeoman

^^^^^

Lost Boat History

USS TRITON SS-201

Displacement:                                1475 Tons                               Surfaced 2370 Tons                           Submerged
Length: 

                   307 Feet

Width:

                     27 Feet

Test Depth:
                   250 Feet 
Speed: 

                           20.4 Knots                              Surfaced

 8.75 Knots                         Submerged 
Torpedo Tubes: 


Six 21 Inch                   Forward Tubes

Four  21 Inch                        Aft Tubes

Guns: 




(1) 3 Inch-Fifty Cal                 Forward 

Crew:

5 Officers                            54 Enlisted

Class:

                TAMBOR

Keel laid by the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, Kittery, ME       5 July 1939
Launched:                     25 March 1940 Sponsored by        Mrs. Ernest J. King
Commissioned: 15 August 1940 with LCdr Willis A. Lent in command.

The USS TRITON with her 74 officers and crewmen were on patrol off of Wake Island on December 7th, 1941. On December 10th, TRITON torpedoed a Japanese destroyer near the island. Sometime later, TRITON became the first U.S. NAVY submarine to sink a Japanese vessel by gunfire, and by September 1942, TRITON had sunk more Japanese tonnage than all other U.S. NAVY submarines operating out of Pearl Harbor.
USS TRITON made six very successful War Patrols against the Empire of Japan, sinking 19 Japanese ships and damaging 7 more before being lost with all hands somewhere in the Pacific.

The USS TRITON was the fourth of our submarines lost during WWII in the Solomons-Bismarck area in the early part of 1943, USS TRITON (SS-201), commanded by Lcdr. G.K. MacKenzie, Jr., left Brisbane on 16 February 1943 to begin her sixth patrol in that area. She hunted for traffic between Rabaul and Shortland Basin on her way north, and began to patrol the equator between 154!E, and 156!E, on 23 February. She reported on 26 February having seen smoke on 22 February, and that she had obtained evidence of enemy radar on Buka. Moving westward, she patrolled areas northwest of USS SNAPPER (SS-185) and southeast of USS TRIGGER (SS-237) from 26 February to 6 March, when she left her area to attack a convoy in TRIGGER's area. Her report on 7 March, amended by another on 8 March, stated that the convoy had been composed of five ships and over 2 DD escort. She reported their speed and course and the fact that she had sunk two AK's of the convoy and damaged another, claiming 3 hits out of 6 torpedoes fired at noon 6 March. A circular torpedo run forced her deep, where she was depth-charged by the destroyer. She had later tried two night attacks, one dawn attack, and one afternoon attack, all without success, and was returning to her area at the time she sent the message. About eight hours after this message came; USS TRITON transmitted another telling of another night attack on the convoy. She claimed 5 hits of 8 torpedoes fired, and, although she could not observe results due to gunfire and attack by the escorting destroyer’s, she believed two more freighters to be sunk.

The last word received from TRITON came on 11 March 1943 when she reported, "Two groups of smokes, 5 or more ships each, plus escorts ... Am chasing." She was ordered to stay south of the Equator, and was informed of the area (an adjacent one) assigned TRIGGER.

On the morning of 13 March TRITON was told that three enemy destroyers had been sighted at 00'S; 144’ on a northerly course. She was informed that they were probably on a submarine hunt or were a convoy cover and had missed contact.

TRITON, on 16 March, was ordered to change her area slightly to the east. USS TUNA (SS-203) and USS GREENLING (SS-213) were placed in adjacent areas (to the south and west, respectively) on 22 March, and all were to disregard areas when on the chase, and to avoid when encountering a submarine. TRITON was told to clear to her area on 25 March 1943, and return to Brisbane. When she failed to make her report of position, new results, and estimated time of arrival when it was expected, she was ordered to do so. No report was received and she was reported as lost on 10 April 1943.

The official record of the fate of the American submarine USS Triton.

Information available now that the war is over shows that TRITON was, without a doubt, sunk by the enemy destroyers of which she was given information on 13 March. Enemy reports show that these ships made an attack on 15 March at 0 Min 09 Sec N; 144Min – 55 Sec E. This position was slightly north and west of TRITON's patrol area, but she undoubtedly left her area to attack the destroyers of the convoy they were escorting. The report of the attack by the destroyers leaves little doubt as to whether a kill was made, since they saw "a great quantity of oil, pieces of wood, corks and manufactured goods bearing the mark 'Made in U.S.A.'." In addition, TRIGGER, in whose area this attack occurred, reported that on 15 March she made two attacks on a convoy of five freighters with two escorts of 0’N;145’E. At this time she was depth charged, but not seriously, and she heard distant depth charging for an hour after the escorts had stopped attacking her. Since she was only about ten miles from the reported Japanese attack cited above, it is presumed that she heard the attack, which sank TRITON. Apparently by this time the destroyers had joined their convoy.

TRITON was a most active and valuable member of the Submarine Force prior to her loss. In total, she is credited with sinking 16 ships, totaling 64,600 tons, and damaging 4 ships, of 29,200 total tons. Her first patrol, conducted around Wake Island, resulted in no damage to the enemy, but her second, in the northern part of the East China Sea, was very productive. In ten days she sank to freighters, and damaged a freighter-transport and another freighter. She went back to the East China Sea for her third patrol, and again was most successful. She sank a trawler, two freighters, a freighter-transport, two sampans, and a submarine. The latter was I-64, torpedoed south of Kyushu on 17 May 1942. TRITON's fourth patrol was made in the Aleutians. During it, she is credited with sinking two escort-type vessels.

On her fifth patrol, TRITON went into the Solomon area. She sank a tanker, and two freighters, in addition damaging a tanker of 10,200 tons and a freighter. She was credited with having sunk two medium freighters on her last patrol.

Triton received five battle stars for World War II service. 
The mysterious story about the fate of the USS Triton.

Based on a number of eye witness accounts of men who were waiting for Triton's arrival in Brisbane, it is believed that the USS Triton may have been sunk by "friendly fire" whilst coming into Moreton Bay near Brisbane, Queensland, Australia between 27 and 29 March 1943. Capricorn Wharf on the Brisbane River at New Farm in Brisbane was the home base for the USS Triton. Lindsay Peet did some research into secondary sources and found that in March 1943 an Avro Anson squadron, No. 71 Squadron RAAF under the command of Squadron Leader P.L.B.Gibson was based at Lowood west of Brisbane. This squadron was carrying out anti-submarine patrols. On 17 March 1943, Sergeant R.N.Walesby dropped a 250 -lb bomb on a suspected submarine. On the 28 March 1943, Walesby and his crew of Sergeant P.K.Yates and Flight Sergeant H.W.Howes reported being fired upon by a similar vessel" (page 88 in 'Maritime and Transport units, vol. 4 of Units of the RAAF, 1995).

One report indicates that USS Triton had been sent a signal on 25 March 1943, which ordered her to leave the operational area north of New Guinea and return to Brisbane. The Operational orders for USS Triton had instructed her to return to Brisbane Sub Base on 2 April 1943.

The crews of 5 other submarines in port at the time reported that USS Triton had made contact with Brisbane military authorities at about midnight on her return into Brisbane stating that she had spotted the Moreton Light and had surfaced and was entering Moreton Bay at 12 knots with an ETA at the New Farm submarine base of 8 a.m. Based on this message, the officers and crews of the six other submarines, and the Navy Band were waiting for USS Triton to arrive at the New Farm wharf. They had mail, fresh fruit and vegetables, and ice cream to give to the crewmembers of USS Triton. But it failed to arrive. A pilot boat had been dispatched to meet USS Triton. They did not find her.

Amongst the large crowd waiting at Capricorn Wharf in New Farm for the USS Triton to arrive that morning, were the crews of USS Albacore, USS Grampus, USS Grouper, USS Peto, USS Grayback, and USS Growler, along with relief crews and some men waiting to reboard USS Triton.

One man in Brisbane who was waiting to board USS Triton upon her return said that he was re-assigned to USS Albacore on the day he was told that USS Triton had been sunk by accident coming into New Farm Wharf. Albacore's Muster Rolls establish that he was assigned to USS Albacrore on 29 March 1943.

So if it was true that USS Triton was about to enter Moreton Bay on 29 March 1943, why did it not make it into port? There are a number of possible reasons: -

- Sunk by friendly fire from an allied aircraft
- sunk by mines that ran across the entrance to Moreton Bay
- sunk by a Japanese submarine
- sunk by a Japanese mine
- collided with another ship in the dark

The co-ordination in the recognition and understanding of signals was clearly an issue during the war. It has also been reported that many new pilots sometimes mistook proper signal flares for gunfire and that this might have been the case with USS Triton.

There was a minefield installed between Bribie Island and Moreton Island by the British Navy ship "Job Fifty-one". The minefield was connected to a firing button in the detonation room at Caloundra. There was a direct underwater line from the Bribie Forts to the Caloundra Telephone exchange. Elva Wendt was one of the operators on the telephone exchange.

In Captain William J. Ruhe's book, "War in the Boats", page 36, (Brassy's, Incorporated, with foreward by Tom Clancy), he speaks of coming to within 5 seconds of being blown up by an allied mine, on entrance to Moreton Bay, before "recognition signals were exchanged and the activated mine was turned off. 

On pages 63-64 of his book, Captain Ruhe writes, "As before, we were challenged by the (Australian) shore station guarding the bay, and as before, the army used an incorrect challenging procedure. When a correct recognition signal was sent by S-37, the shore station gave the wrong reply. There was much blinking back and forth to straighten things out, and all the while the S-37 was posing as good bait for any Japanese submarine the might be lurking off the entrance to Moreton Bay." 

If the USS Triton had been sunk by "friendly fire", it is probably feasible to suggest that such an incident would have been covered up.

There is yet another theory that the USS Triton was involved in some sort of accident involving the loss of all lives and that it was recovered and sent to Fremantle for repairs in July 1943. There are some records in the State Record Office covering shipping at Fremantle, including the use of the slipway, put in, just in time for WW2. This slipway was large enough to have been used by USN submarines, however the USN sent a floating dry dock, ARD-10, with it arriving at Fremantle in March 1944.

^^^^^

WWII Subvet Meeting

The Diamond Chapter of WWII Subvets meeting will be October 24th and 25th in Eureka Springs. Please make your reservations as soon as possible; they are running out of rooms. Traveler’s Inn, Eureka Springs, AR (Hwy 62 East. 1-800-643-5566. The hospitality room will open at 1300 on Friday; dinner will be on your own. Traveler’s Inn will provide a continental breakfast on Saturday morning. Business meeting at 1000 hrs.  with lunch of soup and sandwich at noon. Hospitality room will be open after business meeting until 1600 hrs. Memorial service will be in the Thorncrown Chapel at 1645 hrs. Banquet will be at Forest Hills Restaurant at 1800 hrs. 

^^^^^

Razorback Base Dues

Your SubVets Dues for 2003 are now requested. Base and National dues are due 1 January for 2003. Base dues and National dues are both $10.00/yr. with continuous membership. If you are a National Life Member, no National dues need be paid. If you are Holland Club Member, no National or Base dues need be paid. As you know prompt payment of dues allows Razorback Base to continue operations in an unbroken fashion. Dues collected at the first of the year are what the treasury counts on to publish the newsletter and generally meet our obligations. Your prompt payment of dues or donations will be appreciated.

If you have a new address, phone number or e-mail address this would be a good time to fill in that information below.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please return this with your remittance made payable to Razorback Base to:

Wendell Dedmon

Base Treasurer

1116 Spring Valley Road
Cabot, AR 72023

^^^^^

Bill the Wounded

Wounded billed for hospital food 

By BILL ADAIR, Times Staff Writer © St. Petersburg Times 

published September 11, 2003 

WASHINGTON - After a grenade exploded inside his Humvee in Iraq, Marine Staff Sgt. Bill Murwin was treated at a military hospital in Germany and spent four weeks at the National Naval Medical Center in Bethesda, Md. Part of his left foot was amputated. His medical care was free, but the government billed him $243 for the food. 

Then, just three days after he received his first bill for the hospital food in Germany, he got a stern letter saying the bill was overdue. It warned that his account would be referred to a collection agency. 

Murwin, like thousands of other military personnel hospitalized every year, is expected to reimburse the government $8.10 per day for food. That's standard procedure because of a law Congress passed in 1981. But it has angered many military families over the years. 

When Rep. C.W. Bill Young, R-Largo, and his wife, Beverly, heard about the problem, they personally paid Murwin's tab. Then the congressman introduced a bill to change the rules. 

Rep. Young said Wednesday that the soldiers "were sent to war by their country. Many of them will be handicapped for the rest of their lives - and we're asking them to pay $8.10 a day for their food! There's something really wrong with that." 

The practice is especially egregious, Young said, because "the food probably isn't that good." 

The rule was established because most military personnel receive $8.10 a day as a "basic allowance for subsistence" for food. But when they are hospitalized, the government tries to recoup the money on the theory that they are eating hospital food and therefore are double-dipping ... 

^^^^^

Airplane Ride

Morris and his wife Esther went to the state fair every year, Morris would say, “Esther, I’d like to ride in that airplane”.

“I know Morris Esther would reply, “but that airplane ride costs $50 and $50 is $50. One year the couple went to the fair and Morris said, “Esther I’m 85 years old if I don’t ride that airplane, I might never get another chance”. Morris, Esther replied, that airplane ride costs $50 and $50 is $50. The pilot overheard them and said. “Folks, I’ll make you a deal, I’ll take you both up for a ride, if you can stay quiet for the entire ride and not say one word. I won’t charge you. But if you say even one word, it’s $50. Morris and Esther agreed and up they went.

The Pilot did all kinds of twists and turns, rolls and dives, but not a word was heard. He did all his tricks again and still not a word. When they landed the pilot turned to Morris and said, “by golly I did everything I could think of to get you to yell, but you didn’t

Well Morris replied, “I was going to say something when Esther fell out, but $50 is $50

^^^^^

Charles Plumb

Charles Plumb was a US Navy jet pilot in Vietnam. After 75 combat missions, his plane was destroyed by surface-to-air missile. Plumb ejected and parachuted into enemy hands. He was captured and spent 6 years in a communist Vietnamese prison. He survived the ordeal and now lectures on lessons learned from that experience. One day, when Plumb and his wife were sitting in a restaurant, a man at another table came up and said, “You’re Plumb! You flew jet fighters in Vietnam from the aircraft carrier Kitty Hawk. You were shot down!”

“How in the world did you know that?” asked Plumb.

”I packed your parachute,” the man replied. Plumb gasped in surprise and gratitude. The man pumped his hand and said, “I guess it worked!”

Plumb assured him, “It sure did. If your chute hadn’t worked, I wouldn’t be here today.”

Plumb couldn’t sleep that night, thinking about that man. Plumb says, “I kept wondering what he had looked like in a Navy uniform: a white hat, a bib in the back, and bell-bottom trousers. I wonder how many times I might have seen him and not even said ‘Good morning, how are you?’ or anything because, you see, I was a fighter pilot and he was just a sailor.” Plumb thought of the many hours the sailor had spent at a long wooden table in the bowels of the ship, carefully weaving the shrouds and folding the silks of each chute, holding in his hands each time the fate of someone he didn’t know.

Now, Plumb asks his audience, “Who’s packing your parachute?” Everyone has someone who provides what they need to make it through the day. He also points out that he needed many kinds of parachutes when his plane was shot down over enemy territory – he needed his physical parachute, his mental parachute, his emotional parachute, and his spiritual parachute. He called on all these supports before reaching safety.

Sometimes in the daily challenges that life gives us, we miss what is really important. We may fail to say hello, please, or thank you, congratulate someone on something wonderful that has happened to them, give a compliment, or just do something nice for no reason. You go through this week, this month, this year, recognize people who pack your parachutes. 

^^^^^

Blonde Cop

A blonde was speeding in a 35 mile per hour zone when a local police Cruiser pulled her over and the officer walked up to the car. The female Police officer also happened to be a blonde and she asked for the blonde's driver's license. The driver searched frantically in her purse for a while and finally said to the blonde policewoman "What does a driver's license look like?" Irritated, the blonde cop said "It's got your picture on it!" The blonde driver frantically searched her purse again and found a small rectangular mirror down at the bottom. She held it up to her face and said, "Aha! This must be my driver's license" and handed it to the blonde policewoman. The blonde cop looked in the mirror, handed it back to the driver and said, "You're free to go. And, if I had known you were a police officer too, we could have avoided all this hassle." 

^^^^^

Cattle Guards

 For those of you who have never traveled to the great West or Southwest, cattle guards are horizontal steel rails placed at fence openings, in dug-out places in the roads adjacent to highways (sometimes across highways), to prevent cattle from crossing. For some reason the bovines will not step on the guards, probably because they fear getting their feet caught between the rails. I need to make that clear in order for everyone to appreciate the following TRUE story.

President Clinton received a report that there were over 100,000 cattle guards in Colorado. Because Colorado ranchers protested his proposed changes in grazing policies, he ordered Secretary of Interior Bruce Babbitt to fire half of the guards immediately. Before Babbitt could respond, and presumably  straighten him out, Colorado's congresswoman Pat  Schroeder intervened with a request that before any  were fired, they be given six months of retraining.

Mark Shoup, associate editor, Kansas Wildlife and Parks Magazine

^^^^^

Signs

On a fence:

“Salesmen welcome! Dog food is expensive.”

In a Veterinarian’s waiting room:

“Be back in 5 minutes. Sit! Stay!”

Shipmates,

Below you will find two ballots; the first is for USS Razorback Base Officers for 2004. The second ballot is for District Five Commander for 2004. Please mark your ballot and return to Greg Zonner or Jim Barnes. Those of you who have voted for District Five Commander by email please don’t vote a second time. I have all the returned email ballots printed and they will be included in the tally. All base members and associate members in good standing are eligible to vote for base officers. Only those regular or life members qualified in submarines are eligible to vote for District Five Commander. Dual members must vote in your primary base.  Thanks for your cooperation, Jim Barnes, Base Yeoman.

Return your ballot to:

Greg Zonner Base Commander



                              Jim Barnes Base Yeoman

3023 Shadow Creek Dr.                                           OR

               2103 Wright Avenue

Benton, AR 72015





                              Benton, AR 72015

Zonner632@direcway.com            

                                                       mixie@up-link.net 

Ballot for USS Razorback Officers for 2004

Please vote for each office

Base Commander

James W. Barnes ___________________________

_________________________________________

Base Vice Commander

Billy Hollaway ____________________________

_________________________________________

Base Treasurer

Wendell Dedmon ___________________________

__________________________________________

Chief of the Boat

Robert Christians ___________________________

__________________________________________
Chaplain

Carl Eubanks ______________________________

_________________________________________

Ballot for District Five Commander for 2004

Please vote for only one

Must have this vote no later than October 27, 2003 vote has to be to Art by Oct. 28, 2003

Bret Cortright ____________________________

Greg Zonner    ____________________________

__________________________________________

Hawgfish Scuttlebutt                                                                                  In God We Trust

James W. Barnes

2103 Wright Avenue

Benton, AR 72015
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Our Creed





"To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in


the pursuit of their duties while serving their Country. That their


dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of 


motivation toward greater accomplishments. A pledge of loyalty and 


patriotism to the United States Government."





WW II Boats on Eternal Patrol








Sealion (SS-195)	        S-36 (SS-141)		   S-26 (SS-131)


Shark I (SS-174)	        Perch (SS-176)		   S-27 (SS-132)


Grunion (SS-216)	        S-39 (SS-144)		  Argonaut (SS-166)


Amberjack (SS-219)   Grampus (SS-207)	                 Triton (SS-201)


Pickerel (SS-177)	        Grenadier (SS-210)	                  Runner (SS-275)


R-12 (SS-89)	        Grayling (SS-209)	                  Pompano (SS-181)


Cisco (SS-290)	        S-44 (SS-155)		   Dorado (SS-248)


Wahoo (SS-238)	        Corvina (SS-226)	                  Scuplin (SS-191)


Capelin (SS-289)	        Scorpion (SS-278)  	                 Grayback (SS-208)


Trout (SS-202)	        Tullibee (SS-284)	                 Gugeon (SS-211)


Herring (SS-233)	        Golet (SS-361)		   S-28 (SS-133)


Robalo (SS-273)	        Filer (SS-250)		   Harder (SS-257)


Seawolf (SS-197)	        Darter (SS-227)	                 Shark II (SS-314)


Tang (SS-306)	        Escolar (SS-294)	                Albacore (SS-218)


Growler (SS-215)	        Scamp (SS-277)		  Swordfish (SS-193)


Barbel (SS-316)	        Kete (SS-369)		  Trigger (SS-237)


Snook (SS-279)	        Lagarto (SS-317)	                 Bonefish (SS-223)


Bullhead (SS-332)





Cold War Boats on Eternal Patrol





Scorpion (SSN-589)				 Thresher (SSN-593)





Pledge of Allegiance





"I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America,


and to the Republic for which it stands, one Nation under God,


indivisible, with liberty and justice for all."
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