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Current Executive Committee:

	Base Commander
	Ray Wewers
	raywewers@suddenlink.net
	(479) 967-5541

	Vice Commander
	Paul Honeck
	phoneck@centurytel.net
	(501) 241-0691

	COB
	Joe Mathis
	usnjrm@yahoo.com
	(501) 565-6021

	Chaplain
	Carl Schmidt
	bonnynclyde@classicnet.net
	(501) 843-7855

	Treasurer
	Greg Schwerman
	gschwerman@comcast.net
	(501) 804-0386

	Yeoman
	Bonny Zonner
	zonner394@horizonbroadband.net
	(501) 316-6641

	Webmaster
	Greg Zonner
	zonner632@horizonbroadband.net
	(501) 316-6641

	Membership
	John Barr
	jcbarr@aristotle.net
	(501) 663-6622

	Storekeeper
	Billy Hollaway
	retldousn@earthlink.net
	(501) 758-3266

	Holland Club
	Lee Huss
	lee393sub@sbcglobal.net
	(501) 922-1216

	Memorials/Ceremonies
	Billy Hollaway
	retldousn@earthlink.net
	(501) 758-3266


* Upcoming Events:

October 20: Meet at Fort Roots in North Little Rock at 1430 to visit the veterans
October 2007

Commander’s Corner
Another National Convention has passed and what a great convention it was.  The ship was wonderful and the camaraderie of old shipmates was seen everywhere.  Food was excellent and entertainment was great. The weather did not always cooperate but fun was had in spite of it.  Overall, I enjoyed the convention much more than I did the one in Little Rock.  Maybe it’s because I didn’t have to work at it and worry about things going right.  Bremerton Base did an outstanding job on putting this one on.  Razorback Base was well represented at the convention with 15 members in attendance.

Razorback Base received the Silver Anchor for this year.  This award is given to the base that maintains or increases their membership at the highest level each year.  Congratulations to John Barr for his work in getting the base this award.  Also, yours truly was given the Meritorious Shipmate Award.  I appreciate the award but it should have been awarded to a group of us who worked hard on the restoration of Razorback this past year.  Our webpage received the Runner-Up Award for best Webpage.  Thanks to Greg Zonner for the great work he has done.  Carl Schmidt was awarded the District Commander of the Year award.  Congratulations to you, Carl.  Overall, Razorback Base did very well in awards this year.

Our next base activity will be on October 20 at 1400.  We will meet at the Fort Roots VA hospital in North Little Rock at 1400 and visit with the Veterans who are in residence there.  Afterwards, we will adjourn for a short meeting.  The only things I have right now for the meeting are discussions for nominations for upcoming officers and meeting in November.  Since we normally meet on fourth Saturday and that is the Saturday after Thanksgiving we will need to schedule a different date and time.

At the Razorback Association dinner in Seattle, the group there donated $280 to the Razorback Air-Conditioning Fund.  We now have about $4500 collected towards the third unit to install on Razorback.  If each member could see fit to donate $10 to the fund we could purchase this unit and the additional materials to install it this fall.  If anyone feels so inclined you can send a check to me made out to Razorback Base for Air-Conditioning Fund and I will see to it that it is used for that purpose.  If you want to send more and use it for a tax deduction you can send it to:

USSVI Charitable Foundation

 Razorback Air Conditioning Fund

P. O. Box 3870

Silverdale, Washington  98383-3870

We are still working on getting funds donated to install the fourth air-conditioning unit also.  The third unit will be installed in the After Torpedo Room to service Maneuvering and Torpedo Room.  The Fourth unit will be installed over one of the Engine Rooms to service both of them.

Don’t forget our visit to the V A hospital on October 20.  Hope to see many of you there.

Ray Wewers,
Base Commander 

Submarines Lost During the Month of October
USS O-5 (SS-66) 11-Oct-1923.  Two men lost.

USS S-44 (SS-155) 7-Oct-1943.  56 men lost and two taken as POW.  Both survived the war.

USS Wahoo (SS-238) 11-Oct-1943.  All hands lost (79).

USS Dorado (SS-248) 12-Oct-1943.  All hands lost (78).

USS Escolar (SS-294) 17-Oct-1944.  All hands lost (82).

USS Shark II (SS-314) 24-Oct-1944.  All hands lost (90).

USS Seawolf (SS-197) 3-Oct-1944.  All hands lost (102).

USS TANG (SS 306) 24-Oct-1944.  78 men lost.  9 taken POW and survived the war.  CDR Richard O’Kane was awarded the Medal of Honor for his leadership and heroism as CO.

USS Darter (SS-227) 24-Oct-1944.  All the crew was rescued by USS Dace.
USS TANG (SS 306)
October 25th 1943 -83 Men Lost 9 POW’s
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TANG under Cmdr. R.H. O’Kane set out from Pearl Harbor on September 24, 1944, to begin her fifth war patrol. On 27 September she topped off with fuel at Midway and left there the same day, heading for an area between the northwest coast of Formosa, and the China Coast.
In order to reach her area, TANG had to pass through narrow waters known to be heavily patrolled by the enemy. A large area stretching northeast from Formosa was known to be mined by the enemy, and O’Kane was given the choice of making the passage north of Formosa alone, or joining a coordinated attack group (SILVERSIDES, TRIGGER, SALMON, under Cmdr. Coye in SILVERSIDES) which was to patrol off northeast Formosa, and making the passage with them. TANG chose to make the passage alone and these vessels never heard from TANG, nor did any base, after she left Midway. 

The story of TANG’s sinking comes from the report of her surviving Commanding Officer. A night surface attack was launched on October 24, 1944 against a transport which had previously been stopped in an earlier attack. The first torpedo was fired, and when it was observed to be running true, the second and last was loosed. It curved sharply to the left, broached, porpoised and circled. Emergency speed was called for and the rudder was thrown over. These measures resulted only in the torpedo striking the stern of TANG, rather than amidships. The explosion was violent, and people as far forward as the control room received broken limbs. The ship went down by the stern with the after three compartments flooded. Of the nine officers and men on the bridge, three were able to swim through the night until picked up eight hours later. One officer escaped from the flooded conning tower, and was rescued with the others. 

The submarine came to rest on the bottom at 180 ft. and the men in her crowded forward as the after compartments flooded. Publications were burned, and all assembled to the forward room to escape. The escape was delayed by a Japanese patrol, which dropped charges, and started an electrical fire in the forward battery. Thirteen men escaped from the forward room, and by the time the last made his exit, the heat from the fire was so intense that the paint on the bulkhead was scorching, melting, and running down. Of the 13 men who escaped, only eight reached the surface, and of these but five were able to swim until rescued. 

When the nine survivors were picked up by a destroyer escort, there were victims of TANG’s previous sinkings on board, and they inflicted tortures on the men from TANG. With great humanity, O’Kane states, “When we realized that our clubbing and kickings were being administered by the burned, mutilated survivors of our handiwork, we found we could take it with less prejudice.” The nine captives were retained by the Japanese in prison camps until the end of the war, and were treated by them in typical fashion. The loss of TANG by her own torpedo, the last one fired on the most successful patrol ever made by a U.S. submarine, was a stroke of singular misfortune. She is credited with having sunk 13 vessels for 107,324 tons of enemy shipping on this patrol, and her Commanding Officer has been awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor. 

On here last patrol TANG fired twenty-four torpedoes in four attacks. Twenty-two torpedoes found their mark in enemy ships, sinking 13 of them; one missed, and the last torpedo, fired after a careful check over, sank TANG. This vessel was awarded the Presidential Unit Citation twice during her career. Commander O’Kane has been called the Submarine Force’s most outstanding officer; he served as Executive Officer of the very successful WAHOO before taking command of TANG. 

In her five patrols, TANG is credited with sinking 31 ships, totaling 227,800 tons and damaging two for 4,100 tons. This record is unexcelled among American submarines. In her first patrol, spending February 1944 west of Truk and Saipan, she sank three freighters, a large tanker and a submarine tender. TANG’s second patrol was in the area west of Palau, east of Davao and at Truk. She made no ship contacts worthy of attack, but at the latter island she rescued twenty- two Navy airmen during a carrier-based strike at Truk on April 30 through May 1, 1944. This vessel’s third patrol was in the East China and Yellow Seas. Here she sank six freighters, a tanker, and a large aircraft transport. She covered the waters along the southern coast of Honshu in August 1944. She sank a freighter, a large transport, a tanker and two patrol craft, while she damaged another freighter and small craft. 

Razorback Base News
Base Dues:

Shipmates,
Wanted to thank you for your prompt response on paying dues.  To date I have received 47% of the total of what is owed, and that amount from just 23% of the members. I really do appreciate it.

Okay, for the other 77% of you - I still have not received your dues payment. You should have received a letter from me with the amount you owe. Certainly if you have any questions, please contact me.

Thanks!

John C. Barr

Membership Chair

Razorback Base - USSVI 

9 Broadview Drive 

Little Rock, Arkansas 72207-5113 

501-663-6622 (H) 

jcbarr@aristotle.net
^^^^^
Navy News
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Navy to Test New Uniforms

Navy News | September 25, 2007

WASHINGTON -- Selected officers and Sailors will begin limited wear testing of new uniform prototypes, service dress khaki for chiefs and officers and service dress blue and white for E-6 and below, late this fall or early winter. 

“The service dress khaki uniform is in a traditional style, last worn during the Vietnam era,” said Robert Carroll, Head, and Uniform Matters Office. The uniform allows for chiefs and officers to shift from service khaki to service dress khaki by adding a black tie and jacket.

The E6 and below service uniforms, which still look much like the “Crackerjack” of today, will feature hidden zippers for ease of dressing and new piping for service dress white. The fabric is polyester, which allows for improved ventilation and can be washed with no dry-cleaning necessary. The service dress blue will be for men only, he explained.
Uniform testing is expected to run for 90 to 120 days. The selected officers and Sailors will evaluate the uniforms’ functionality, appearance and acceptability and provide their feedback to the Navy Uniform Matters Office, according to Carroll. 

Testing of the dress khaki and service blues and whites will be in Norfolk, Va., Washington, D.C., Millington, Tenn., and Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. An overseas testing site may be added later according to Carroll. The service dress whites will have limited wear tests in Key West, Fla., and Pearl Harbor. About 225 officers and Sailors are expected to take part in the wear tests.

Carroll also said delivery of a single Navy working uniform for wear by all Sailors E-1 to O-10, and a year round service uniform for all Sailors E-6 and below is on track to get to the Fleet in summer 2008. The new Navy PT uniform is on track for spring 2008. 

Copyright 2007 Navy News. All rights reserved.
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^^^^^
USS Parche Dedicates Sail to Museum

Navy News | PO2 Maebel Tinoko | August 29, 2007

Bremerton, WA. -A special ceremony was held at the Puget Sound Navy Museum on Aug. 24, to dedicate the sail from the decommissioned submarine USS Parche (SSN 683).
“This sail will forever be a tangible and enduring monument which will be used to share [with] our friends and families for all generations,” said Will Longman, chairmen of the Parche Association. “This monument will continue to be part of our lives and it is important to preserve naval history.”
The dedication ceremony was sponsored by the Parche Association to preserve the sail and establish the museum exhibit.  Retired Rear Adm. Richard Buchanan, former Parche commanding officer and current CEO and president of the U.S. Navy Memorial Foundation, said the sail is a way to pay tribute to the officers and Sailors who have served on board the submarine.  “This sail is a valuable memorabilia of a submarine that represents the Navy’s history,” said Buchanan. “I am proud of what the Navy [service members] continue to do for this country.”
^^^^^
Defense Focus: Diesel sub wonder weapons Martin Sieff United Press International

31 August 2007

WASHINGTON, Aug. 31 (UPI) -- The diesel submarine may be the leading "Cinderella weapon" of the 21st century. It gets no respect in the United States or Russia. But China, India, France, Germany and Israel are all betting on it big time.  

The diesel submarine is certainly not a sexy new technology like anti-ballistic missiles, global positioning satellites or lasers. It has been around as long as the submarine itself (British Adm. Lord John "Jackie" Fisher's bizarre experiment in giant steam-powered submarines, the notorious "K" boats of World War I, never got very far). Diesel submarine technology was perfected more than 60 years ago in the great ocean-worthy U.S. Navy fleet of subs in World War II and in the German Type XXII and XXIII U-boats that became operational towards the end of the war. 
However, the development of nuclear submarines, first by the U.S. Navy in the 1950s and then by the Soviet Union, appeared to make the diesel sub as obsolete as the bow and arrow became after the mass production of firearms. Adm. Hyman Rickover, the feisty father of America's nuclear navy, hated them like poison. So did his successor admirals.
Thanks to their procurement policies, there is not a single shipyard left in the entire United States that makes them anymore. But in other major nations, the old diesel sub is making a remarkable comeback.
Israel has already deployed three German-built Dolphin diesel submarines to carry nuclear-armed cruise missiles to provide it with a survivable second-strike capability to deter Iran or other nations from the temptation of carrying out a pre-emptive first strike with nuclear weapons, and it has ordered at least two more -- both also from Germany.
France is doing good business building its Scorpion submarines for export too, and India is planning to deploy Scorpions with cruise missiles as a deterrent against Pakistan similar to the Israeli concept. But the biggest enthusiast for diesel subs is China, which is building its own: In 2006 it built 14 of them to one U.S. -- nuclear-powered -- new submarine.
China is building a mixed, or balanced, submarine fleet. It has also invested in bigger nuclear-powered strategic submarines to carry a survivable second-strike ballistic missile deterrent primarily aimed at the United States. But it is pouring major resources into its conventional submarine fleet as well. Why?
Diesel subs certainly do not have the limitless range and endurance for long-term operational deployment that nuclear subs do. But in conventional war, they have a lot of advantages as well. They can operate far more easily in litto ral or offshore, shallow waters, and being much smaller than nuclear submarines gives them a potentially huge operational advantage in key enclosed potential combat regions like the eastern Mediterranean Sea, the Red Sea and the Persian Gulf.
Also, China's procurement policies and its overwhelming concentration of force in its southeast coastal region leaves no doubt that Chinese operational planners see their most likely conventional enemy as being the U.S. Navy and Air Force in any eventual conflict over the status of Taiwan.
In this context, having a very large conventional diesel submarine fleet makes a lot of sense. Conventional diesel subs can pose a formidable threat to nuclear aircraft carriers operating within operational range of their home ports, as the Chinese sub fleet in the western Pacific and the Taiwan Strait would be doing in such a conflict.
U.S. anti-submarine warfare, or ASW, capabilities are superb, the best in the world. But they were overwhelmingly developed to locate and destroy bigger Soviet or Russian strategic and attack subs that were nuclear powered. A lot of smaller, cheaper diesel subs operating as underwater wolf packs would stand a much better chance of overwhelming the ASW defenses of U.S. carrier battle groups than throwing just two or three nuclear attack subs against them at a time would.
For Israel and India, the calculus is a different one: Israel simply cannot afford to buy nuclear subs, and they would be too big and therefore easy to detect in the relatively shallow Mediterranean anyway. Nor does it need big nuclear-powered platforms like the U.S. Ohio class strategic subs or the old Soviet-era Typhoons, or even the somewhat smaller new nuclear powered Russian Borei class to carry its second-strike weapons.
Israel can't afford and does not need long-range submarine-launched ICBMs anyway. Iran, Syria and its other potential enemies would all be within range of much smaller intermediate-range cruise missiles that could be launched from a conventional sub. So the Jewish state has sensibly invested in German U-boats as its main line of defense. One wonders what Grand Adm. Karl Doenitz would have thought about it all.
In 1982 the British nuclear submarine HMS Conqueror proved the conventional operational potency of the nuclear attack submarine by sinking the Argentine heavy cruiser General Belgrano during the Falklands, or Malvinas, War. Future wars, however, may see that dynamic reversed with enormous nuclear surface ships hunted by fleets of a weapon employed in both world wars that was supposed to have been superseded half a century ago: the non-nuclear diesel submarine.

^^^^^
USS FLORIDA conducts successful tests

By Team Submarine Public Affairs

05-21-2007
EGLIN AIR FORCE BASE - The USS FLORIDA (SSGN 728) launched four TOMAHAWK Cruise Missiles from the Gulf of Mexico to the Eglin Air Force Base land attack test range during its successful Strike Operational Evaluation between May 15 and 17, 2007.
FLORIDA launched a total of three Block IV and one Block III TOMAHAWK cruise missiles from a single MAC in missile tube #3. Two Block IV TOMAHAWK missiles were launched less than one minute apart on the first day of testing. In a first-of-its-kind demonstration, FLORIDA proved its ability to retarget one of the Block IV missiles after having "flexed" the missile in-flight to a pre-programmed secondary target.
The Block III missile test occurred on the second day of testing with the final Block IV the next day. As another first, all mission planning and strike execution for the last Block IV launch took place aboard FLORIDA.
The Navy provided Explosive Ordnance Disposal response from Patuxant River, Md., and from the Naval Support Activity, Panama City. The 40th Flight Test Squadron here provided rapid response capability with their UH-1 helicopters.
The 82nd Aerial Targets Squadron, Tyndall AFB, provided telemetry and communications with E-9A aircraft and the 91st Air Refueling Squadron, MacDill AFB, provided airborne tanker support.
InDyne, Inc., and the 96th Communications Group operated the Eglin Test and Training Range radars, tracking, communications, photo imagery, and other range services.
Additional support provided at Eglin AFB by the 46th Range Management Squadron, 46th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, 46th Weather Squadron, 46th Operations Support Squadron, 46th Maintenance Operations Squadron, 46th Munitions Flight, 846th Test Support Squadron, 96th Civil Engineering Squadron EOD Flight, 96th Transportation Squadron, 96th Logistics Readiness Squadron, and the Air Armament Center Safety Office.
Since completing conversion in April 2006, FLORIDA has undergone sea and shore trials and modernization periods in preparation for conducting the Strike portion of the OPEVAL. 
"We've been working toward this for a long time," SSGN Conversion Program Manager Captain Mark Bock said, "and to see the new missile control system, Battle Management Center, the Multiple All-Up-Round Canister (MAC), and the crew perform so well proves the quality of work carried out by our shipyards, Norfolk Naval Shipyard and Puget Sound Naval Shipyard, and our industry partner General Dynamics Electric Boat."
He said it is also a testament to the government team comprised of the Fleet, partners at Naval Air Systems Command (NAVAIR) who own, develop, and maintain the TOMAHAWK Cruise Missile systems, and to Strategic Systems Programs who designed, produced, and fielded the missile control and launch systems. 
As in all Tomahawk flight tests, air safety was carefully planned by the NAVAIR test team in coordination with the Federal Aviation Administration. For safety purposes, the Tomahawk could have been guided by commands from safety chase aircraft. Additionally, alternate safe landing zones were planned along the in coordination with the Federal Aviation Administration. For safety purposes, Tomahawk could have been guided by commands from safety chase aircraft. Additionally, alternate safe landing zones were planned along the test missile's flight path flight path.
"In utilizing the same MAC for all the shots, we were able to confirm the debris and pressure test data gathered during FLORIDA's two TOMAHAWKs launched in 2003," Brock said. Before beginning its refueling and conversion period in August 2003, FLORIDA took part in a demonstration validation exercised that saw the submarine launch two Block III TOMAHAWKs. These shots proved both that the launch debris would not impede the submarine and that the pressure and heat buildup within the MAC would not damage the other missiles.
Each SSGN has its two forward-most missile tubes converted into Dry-Deck Shelter / Advanced SEAL Delivery System (DDS/ASDS) capable Lock-Out Chambers. The remaining twenty-two missile tubes utilize MACs to store up to one hundred fifty-four TOMAHAWK missiles. The SSGN also contains facilities to accommodate to sixty-six Special Operation Forces (SOF) personnel. Additionally, stowage canisters can replace MACs to provide more SOF capability or extend the submarine's patrol time.
"The OHIO Class SSGNs represent a new capability for the Navy," said Rear Admiral William Hilarides, Program Executive Officer, Submarine. "Our submarines have been associated with Special Forces since World War II and they have been firing missiles since the 1950s. However, we have never had the ability to host so many missiles and SOF aboard a single clandestine, long-range, fast, stealthy platform."
The SSGN Conversion Program stood up in 2001 to convert the first four OHIO Class (SSBN 726) ballistic missile submarine into conventionally-armed strike submarines. Puget Sound Naval Shipyard refueled OHIO and MICHIGAN while Norfolk Naval Shipyard refueled FLORIDA and GEORGIA (SSGN 729). General Dynamics Electric Boat carried out the conversion work during the refueling process to minimize the amount of time the submarines spent in the shipyards. 

^^^^^
The Submarine Verse of the Navy Hymn

"Bless those who serve beneath the deep,
Through lonely hours their vigil keep.
May peace their mission ever be,
Protect each one we ask of thee.
Bless those at home who wait and pray,
For their return by night or day."
-Rev. Gale Williamson
^^^^^
Treasures Report: September 2007

	BEGINNING BAL.:
	$5371.69

	
	

	DEPOSITS:
	

	Ships Store
	$    62.33

	Dues
	$    60.00

	Rebate from USSVI
	$    20.00

	
	

	TOTAL DEPOSITS:
	$  142.33

	
	

	EXPENSES:
	

	
	

	Ships Store
	$    53.24

	TOTAL EXPENSES:
	$    53.24

	
	

	ENDING BALANCE:
	$5460.78

	
	

	CHARITYS
	

	
	

	Boat AC Fund
	$1715.00

	Deposits
	

	M. Murphy
	50.00

	Expenses 
	

	ENDING BALANCE
	$1765.00

	
	

	Base Charity Fund
	$2500.00

	
	

	TOTAL IN BASE FUNDS =
	$9725.78


Submitted by: Greg Schwerman

Base Treasurer

^^^^^
October Birthdays

October 1st – James Barnes
October 2nd – Scott Pursley
October 3rd – Douglas Nunnery
October 3rd – Gunner Stitz
October 12th – Bob Howard III
October 13th – Dexter Bates
October 15th – James Mason
October 18th – Mark Taylor
October 20th – John Cameron
October 25th – David Dinwiddie
October 29th – Forest Harrell
Happy Birthday!

^^^^^

Navy Websites:

http://navy.togetherweserved.com/usn/index.jsp
http://www.thesubreport.com/
Dates to Remember:
Oct 13th – Navy Day!

Oct 31st - Halloween

HAWGFISH SCUTTLEBUTT

IN GOD WE TRUST

David Grove
144 White Oak Ln.
Little Rock, AR 72227
Dgrove2000@sbcglobal.net
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Our Creed





"To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in


the pursuit of their duties while serving their Country. That their


dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of 


motivation toward greater accomplishments. A pledge of loyalty and 


patriotism to the United States Government."





WW II Boats on Eternal Patrol








Sealion (SS-195)	        S-36 (SS-141)		S-26 (SS-131)


Shark I (SS-174)	        Perch (SS-176)	S-27 (SS-132)


Grunion (SS-216)	        S-39 (SS-144)		Argonaut (SS-166)


Amberjack (SS-219)        Grampus (SS-207)	Triton (SS-201)


Pickerel (SS-177)	        Grenadier (SS-210)	Runner (SS-275)


R-12 (SS-89)	        Grayling (SS-209)	Pompano (SS-181)


Cisco (SS-290)	        S-44 (SS-155)		Dorado (SS-248)


Wahoo (SS-238)	        Corvina (SS-226)	Scuplin (SS-191)


Capelin (SS-289)	        Scorpion (SS-278)  	Grayback (SS-208)


Trout (SS-202)	        Tullibee (SS-284)	Gugeon (SS-211)


Herring (SS-233)	        Golet (SS-361)		S-28 (SS-133)


Robalo (SS-273)	        Filer (SS-250)		Harder (SS-257)


Seawolf (SS-197)	        Darter (SS-227)	Shark II (SS-314)


Tang (SS-306)	        Escolar (SS-294)	Albacore (SS-218)


Growler (SS-215)	        Scamp (SS-277)	Swordfish (SS-193)


Barbel (SS-316)	        Kete (SS-369)		Trigger (SS-237)


Snook (SS-279)	        Lagarto (SS-371)	Bonefish (SS-223)


Bullhead (SS-332)





Cold War Boats on Eternal Patrol





Scorpion (SSN-589)			Thresher (SSN-593)





Pledge of Allegiance





"I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America,


and to the Republic for which it stands, one Nation under God,


indivisible, with liberty and justice for all."
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