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October 2005

Commanders Corner

Happy 230th birthday to all!  The Navy will officially be 230 years old on October 13th.  Our base just turned five years old this month.  The membership has come a long way in that short time and the good times are yet to come.  

Our October meeting will be on Saturday, October 22 at Bosco’s in the River Market District.  We have a room set aside starting at 5:00 for the business meeting and dinner for those who wish to stay.  As per several special requests, the Executive Committee will meet at 4:00 prior to and also at Bosco’s.  A reminder to all, street parking is no longer allowed on President Clinton Avenue (Markham) on weekends.  There are several parking areas in the vicinity and close enough to walk.  This is a very important meeting as we are accepting nominations for base officers for the year 2006.  All incumbents are eligible for reelection or you may make new nominations for the Base Commander, Vice Commander, COB, Treasurer and Chaplain.  Remember, nominees must be a Regular member for one year, in good standing and present.  I would really like to see a good turnout if possible.

November 12, 2005 is our annual Base/Navy Birthday banquet and will be held again at the Velda Rose in Hot Springs.  Mary Christians informs me that to date she only has about seven or eight dinner reservations.  Dinner will cost $ 25.00 per person, you have a choice of either a chicken or pork entrée and Mary needs a good count by October 23.  Also, the hotel is holding reduced rooms for our members but you must make the reservation on your own if you are planning to stay overnight.  This banquet also provides us the platform to induct our new Holland Club members.  We had a real good time in 2003 at this location and look forward to a large group.

On October 13, 1775 Congress enacted the first naval legislation providing for the outfitting of two warships.  This marked the beginning of the Continental Navy, the forerunner of the United States Navy.  For fifty years the U. S. Navy celebrated “Navy Day” on October 27 in honor of President Theodore Roosevelt’s birthday.  In 1972, Admiral Elmo Zumwalt, then Chief of Naval Operations, authorized observance of October 13 as the official Navy Birthday.

October 6, 1944 was the commissioning date for USS TENCH (SS 417), the lead ship of the TENCH Class.  Twenty five were completed between October 1944 and March 1946 although most never made a war patrol during World War II.  An additional four were completed as Guppy II’s.  This class of submarine was a marked improvement over both the GATO and BALAO Classes due to better interior machinery and ballast tank arrangements.  There are two remaining ships of this class, TORSK and REQUIN.  TORSK is a museum in Baltimore and REQUIN is a museum in Pittsburgh.  Several were sold to foreign countries, but it is unlikely that any are still in active service.  

We want to welcome new member Jim MacDonald and his wife Collette to the base.  Jim is a former Base Commander of the Colorado Base and both recently retired from UAMS.  We hope to see them at the banquet in Hot Springs.  Also, if any of you see a member that hasn’t been at meetings or other activities, please take the time to remind them of the October and November dates and ask to join us.  We still have some slip-ups with our on-line and postal newsletter distribution.  John Barr will be contacting you to renew you 2006 membership dues within the next 30 days and also will ask you to update your personal profile, e. g. e-mail, mailing addresses, phone number(s), etc.  We need that info to ensure our records are accurate and that you are aware of our base’s activities. 

Looking forward to seeing you on October 22 or November 12 or both.  

Billy

^^^^^

Editor

I have a new email address.  It is printed on the top of this newsletter.  The old one will no longer work so please use this address to get things to me for inclusion in the newsletter.  Thanks again for all your input.

If you receive this newsletter by mail, your last one was black and white.  I’m having printer problems so I apologize if this one ends up the same and I’m attempting to correct the problem.




Alan   

^^^^^

TREASURERS REPORT FOR AUGUST 2005 CORRECTION

BEGINNING BALANCE:  $2620.14

DEPOSITS:

DUES COLLECTED
$  40.00


STORES/COINS
  212.25  + $102.50 

MISC.


     35.00


TOTAL DEPOSITS:



 $287.25 = $ 389.75

EXPENSES:

    NEWSLETTER
$ 176.85

   USSVI DUES
    
  20.00

RAZORBACK COINS
    315.00

TOTAL EXPENCES:
$ 511.85

ENDING BALANCE:



$2395.54 = $ 2498.04

SEPTEMBER REPORT

BEGINNING BALANCE:    $2498.04

DEPOSITS:

   DUES COLLECTED
$  470.00

   STORES/COINS
    269.80

   TOTAL DEPOSITS:
 $739.80

EXPENSES:

 USSVI DUES

  $420.00

STORES / COINS
    557.98

TOTAL EXPENCES:
$ 977.98

ENDING BALANCE:
$2259.86

Submitted by

Greg Schwerman

Base Treasurer 

^^^^^

RAZORBACK BASE ACTIVITIES

October 22 - 1700 Base Business Meeting, Bosco’s -River Market

This is located just across from the pavilion over the Underground Pub.  We have a room set aside for the business meeting and those who wish to stay to eat.  Our Executive Committee will meet at 4:00 PM at Bosco's.  This will be our first EC meeting so here are the members:  Commander, Vice Commander, COB, Chaplain, Treasurer, Yeoman, Storekeeper, Webmaster, Newsletter Editor, Membership, and Holland Club.  Carl Schmidt and David Grove will provide an update on the proposal to recognize Arkansas Eagle Scouts and we will discuss other points of business.  I would like to keep this to no more than 45 minutes and hopefully be able to present a plan to the general membership for a vote.  Looking forward to seeing a good turnout.  Billy

 November 12 – 1730 Birthday Dinner, Velda Rose, Hot Springs (More info below)

Time:  5:30 cocktails (cash bar), 6:30 dinnerCost:  $23 per person Where:  Velda Rose Hotel, Central Avenue, Hot Springs, AR.  Room Rate:  $55.00 + tax  Make dinner reservations thru Mary Christians by sending check for $23 per person and indicating whether you want Apple Almond Chicken w/Asparagus or Medallions of Pork w/green beans almandine & baked sweet potato.  Meal includes salad, rolls, dessert, coffee and tea. 

Address:

Mary Christians

P. O. Box 8358, Hot Springs Village, AR 71910. 

Reservations must be in by November 1, 2005.
Make hotel reservations by calling the Velda Rose at (888) 624-3311. Make sure you tell them you are with the USS Submarine Vets- Razorback Chapter to receive the $55 rate.  Reservations by October 11, 2005. 

^^^^^
Be ever questioning. Ignorance is not bliss. It is oblivion. 
You don't go to heaven if you die dumb. 
Become better informed. Learn from others' mistakes. 
You could not live long enough to make them all yourself. 
Adm. Hyman Rickover

"Great minds discuss ideas, average minds discuss events, small minds discuss people."
Adm. Hyman Rickover 

"At any moment during a twenty-four-hour day, only one-third of the people in the world are asleep. The other two-thirds are awake and creating problems."
Adm. Hyman Rickover 

Good ideas are not adopted automatically. 
They must be driven into practice with courageous patience.
Adm. Hyman Rickover

"The only way to make a difference in the world is to put ten times as
much effort into everything as anyone else thinks is reasonable. 
It doesn't leave any time for vacations, golf or cocktails, but it gets things done."
Adm. Hyman Rickover 

The more you sweat in peace, the less you bleed in war. Adm. Hyman Rickover

"Responsibility is a unique concept: it can only reside and inhere in a single individual. 
You may share it with others, but your portion is not diminished. 
You may delegate it, but it is still with you. 
You may disclaim it, but you cannot divest yourself of it. Even if you do not recognize it or admit its presence, you cannot escape it. 
If responsibility is rightfully yours, no evasion, or ignorance, or passing the blame can shift the burden to someone else. Unless you can point your finger at the man who is responsible when something goes wrong, then you have never held/had anyone really responsible"
Adm. Hyman Rickover 

USS WAHOO (SS 238)
October 11, 1943 - 79 Men Lost 
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WAHOO returned to Pearl Harbor from her sixth war patrol on 29 August 1943 with the dejected air peculiar to a highly successful submarine who suddenly could not make her torpedoes run true. In twenty-eight days away from port, seven of them spent in her assigned area in the Sea of Japan, WAHOO had expended ten torpedoes in nine attacks without inflicting any damage on the enemy. Her Skipper, Cmdr. D.W. Morton, returned to port to have the torpedoes changed or checked, and requested that WAHOO be sent back to the Japan Sea for her seventh patrol. 

On 9 September, WAHOO again departed Pearl. She topped off with fuel at Midway and left there on 13 September heading for the dangerous but important Japan Sea. Shortly afterwards, SAWFISH left Midway and also headed for this area. WAHOO was to pass through Etorofu Strait, in the Kurile Islands, and La Perouse Strait, between Hokkaido and Karafuto, and enter the Japan Sea about 20 September. She was to head south and remain below 43 degrees north after 23 September, and below 40 degrees north after 26 September. SAWFISH was to follow WAHOO, entering the Japan Sea about 23 September and patrolling the area north of WAHOO. 

No transmission was received from WAHOO, either by any shore station or by SAWFISH, nor was she sighted by SAWFISH after she left Midway. She had orders to clear her area not later than sunset 21 October 1943, and to report by radio after passing through Kurile Island chain en route to Midway. This report was expected about 23 October, but Midway waited in vain. By 30 October, apprehension was felt for WAHOO’s safety and an aircraft search along her expected course was arranged. When this revealing nothing, WAHOO was reported missing on 9 November 1943. 

WAHOO was one of the Submarine Force’s most valuable units during her six patrols, and her feats have become submarine legend. She sank 27 ships, totaling 119,100 tons, and damaged two more, making 24,900 tons, in the six patrols completed before her loss. Her patrolling career began in August 1942 in the Carolines. On this patrol WAHOO sank a freighter. Her second patrol was in the Solomons, and she sank a freighter. WAHOO conducted her third patrol in the Palau area. She sank two large freighters, a transport, a tanker, and an escort vessel. In addition, she entered Wewak harbor, on the north coast of New Guinea, seriously damaged a destroyer, which was later found beached there, and obtained reconnaissance data. For her fourth patrol, WAHOO went to the Yellow Sea west of Korea. Here she sank eight freighters, a tanker, a patrol craft and two sampans in March 1943. 

Going to the Kurile chain for her fifth patrol, WAHOO sank two freighters and a large tanker, also doing damage to another freighter and a large (15,600-ton) aircraft transport. The sixth war patrol of WAHOO was the disappointing one in the Japan Sea due to poor torpedo performance. Not one of the many attacks on merchantmen resulted in a torpedo hit; WAHOO’s only sinkings were of three sampans by gunfire. WAHOO was awarded the Presidential Unit Citation for her third patrol. Commander Morton was considered one of the topnotch officers in the submarine force, and the loss of this ship was in irreparable blow to the Service. 

Japanese records now reveal that the following ships were sunk in the Sea of Japan shortly before WAHOO’s loss: TAIKO MARU 2,958T., 25 Sept.; KONRON MARU 7,903T., 1 Oct.; KANKO MARU 1,288gt., 6 Oct.; and KANKO MARU 2,995gt., 9 Oct. WAHOO was the only submarine who could have sunk these ships. 
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THE USS RAZORBACK BASE is proud to host the 2006 USSVI National Convention.   The convention will be held September 5-10, 2006 at the Peabody Hotel in Little Rock.  Information on our convention may be found on the Razorback Base website www.razorbackbase.com .  This includes  the registration form, hotel information, prices, points of contact , boat reunions, and  other pertinent information.  We know everyone doesn’t have web access so we will include in this newsletter convention information each month.  Everything won’t be included in each newsletter so please keep the information you need from the newsletter.  This month’s newsletter includes the points of contact so you can contact the chairman for a specific activity if you have any questions.  We definitely need help in nearly every area so you may contact the listed chairman if you would like to help.

Preliminary Schedule

Monday







Friday

1200-1700 
Early Registration




0700-0900
Continental Breakfast



Vendors setup





0900-1700
Reg/help desk/vendors open

1300

Tour of Little Rock




0800-1000
Commanders Breakfast










Various
Various Meetings

Tuesday







0900

Tour TBA

0700-0900
Continental Breakfast






0900-1700 
Registration and help desk



Saturday

TBD








0700-0900
Continental Breakfast










0800-1100
Business Meeting

Wednesday







0800-1100
Subvettes Meeting

0700-0900 
Continental Breakfast




0900-1200
Vendors open

0800 

Holland Club Breakfast



0900-1700
Reg/help desk open

0900-1700
Registration/help desk/vendors open


1200-1700
Hospitality Room open

0900

Tour TBA





1730-1830
Cocktail hour

1200-2300
Hospitality Room open



1830-2300
Grand Banquet

1630-1830
Welcome Aboard Party

1700

Gallery showing – Bill Garrison


Sunday










0800-1000
Farewell Breakfast

Thursday

0700-0900
Continental Breakfast

0900-1700
Registration/help desk/vendors open

0900

Tour TBA

1200-2300
Hospitality Room open

CONVENTION CHAIR

RAY WEWERS


raywewers@cox.net
BANQUET


WANDA MALONE

subdriver@peoplepc.com
                                           

CONNIE SYKES


connie2bob@earthlink.net

BOAT REUNIONS

TOM SALISBURY

 tomann@ipa.net
FINANCE/TREASURER

SHERI HOLLOWAY

cpasjh@earthlink.net
HOLLAND BREAKFAST

LEE HUSS


lee393sub@sbcglobal.net
HOSPITALITY   


JOHN BARR 


jbarr@littlerock.org
LADIES LUNCHEON

BARBARA SCHWERMAN  
schwerman@practice-plus.com
MARKETING/MEDIA  

ALAN MALONE 
 

subdriver@peoplepc.com
MEMORIAL 


BILLY HOLLAWAY
  
retldousn@earthlink.net
MEN’S LUNCHEON

PAUL HONECK


paulh@dlpforlabels.com
RAFFLE  


GREG SCHWERMAN  

 schwerman@sbcglobal.net
REGISTRATION  

DAVE/BARBARA HIGGINS  
 ultradave@cox.net
RV’ERS  


BOB SYKES 
  

 connie2bob@earthlink.net
SUBVETTES 


BONNY SCHMIDT 

 bonnynclyde@classicnet.net
TOURS  


SHERI GROVE 


sgrove2000@hotmail.com
TRANSPORTATION

ELIZABETH PARTEN 
 
eparten@northlittlerock.org
VENDORS   


JOHN ALBERS


jlalbers@centurytel.net
VIPS/NATIONAL MEETING    
CARL SCHMIDT  

bonnynclyde@classicnet.net
WEBMASTER  


GREG ZONNER   

zonner632@direcway.com
WELCOME ABOARD  

BOB/MARY CHRISTIANS 
bobchristians@sbcglobal.net
USSVI CONVENTION REGISTRATION FORM

LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS

CONVENTION HEADQUARTERS – PEABODY HOTEL

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 2006 – SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2006

First Name ___________________________ Last Name _____________________________________

Spouse/Guest: First Name _________________________ Last Name _______________________________

Address ________________________________________________________________________________

City _______________________________________________ State _________ Zip __________________

Phone _________________________________ Email ____________________________________________

Base __________________________________________________________________________________

Emergency Contact Info: Name ______________________________________ Phone __________________

Check here if you or any member of your party requires wheelchair accessible transportation while at the convention: ___

TO BE ADMITTED TO ANY OF THE CONVENTION FUNCTIONS LISTED BELOW,

YOU MUST BE REGISTERED AND YOU MUST BE WEARING YOUR CONVENTION ID!

	DATE
	EVENT DESCRIPTION
	COST
	QTY
	TOTAL

	Early Registration
	Convention Registration (per person & non-refundable)
	$18.00
	
	

	Mon. 9/4
	Tour of Little Rock (1-3:30pm)
	$20.00
	
	

	Mon. 9/4
	Tour of Little Rock (6-8:30pm)
	$20.00
	
	

	Tues. 9/5
	Casino Trip
	N/C
	
	

	Tues. 9/5
	Spa Treatment (Shopping at Pavilion in the Park, Refresher Massage, Pedicure & Lunch) 9-3 pm
	$79.00
	
	

	Tues. 9/5
	Tour of Little Rock  (930 – Noon)
	$20.00
	
	

	Tues. 9/5
	Tour of Little Rock (1-3:30pm)
	$20.00
	
	

	Tues. 9/5
	Visit to VA Hospital 
	N/C
	
	

	Wed. 9/6
	Holland Club Breakfast
	$15.00
	
	

	Wed. 9/6
	Military Tour (LR Air Force Base, Camp Robinson & Lunch) 9 – 3 pm
	$39.00
	
	

	Wed. 9/6
	Marlsgate Plantation, (Plantation Tour, Antiquing & Lunch at Cothams

 9 – 3:15 pm
	$39.00
	
	

	Wed. 9/6
	Tour of Little Rock (1:00 – 3:30pm)
	$20.00
	
	

	Wed. 9/6
	Welcome Aboard Party (Must Register to Attend) 
	N/C
	
	

	Thurs. 9/7
	Casino Trip
	N/C
	
	

	Thurs. 9/7
	Tour of State Capitol and Gov’s Manison 9 – 11:30 am
	$15.00
	
	

	Thurs. 9/7
	Skeet Shooting 8 –11:30 am
	$39.00
	
	

	Thurs. 9/7
	Tour of Little Rock (1-3:30pm)
	$20.00
	
	

	Thurs. 9/7
	Men’s Luncheon
	$25.00
	
	

	Thurs. 9/7
	Ladies High Tea (Hats Suggested)
	$25.00
	
	

	Thurs. 9/7
	Dinner Cruise (bus shuttle, cruise, dinner & band) 8 – 10 pm
	$49.00
	
	

	Fri. 9/8
	Base Commanders Breakfast
	$20.00
	
	

	Fri. 9/8
	Tour – Hot Springs (Garvan Gardens, Bath House Row, shopping, lunch on your own) 9 am – 5 pm
	$39.00
	
	

	Sat. 9/9
	Film Festival
	$10.00
	
	

	Sat. 9/9
	Convention Banquet (w/ keynote speaker, band, dancing)
	$50.00
	
	

	Sun. 9/10
	Farewell Breakfast
	$20.00
	
	

	RAFFLES***
	$5.00 or 5 for $20.00
	
	
	

	
	Suite at Doubletree (5 nights)  register prior to August 1 –winner will be notified August 5, 2006
	
	
	

	
	Suite at Peabody (4 nights) register prior to August 1 – winner will be notified August 5, 2006
	
	
	

	
	Oil Painting of Razorback (VALUE= $1200)
	
	
	

	
	Cash 50/25,10,5,5,5
	
	
	

	Check your banquet meal selection:       ___Grilled Filet Mignon      ___Chicken Piccata            ___Grilled Portabella Mushroom

Check guest’s banquet meal selection:  ___Grilled Filet Mignon       ___Chicken Piccata            ___Grilled Portabella Mushroom

NOTE: Let us know if you have any special dietary needs and we will accommodate you.

	
	                                              TOTAL COST =
	
	
	


* If registering for the convention by mail after 1 AUGUST 2006 or if registering during the convention, add $5 to the cost of convention registration.

** A portion of the proceeds from the film festival will be donated to the United States Submarine Veterans Charitable Foundation.

*** Tickets will be drawn for winners at banquet, winners will be notified, need NOT be present to win.

Should any event be canceled, the convention will refund all money paid for that event. Some events may only be available on a space-available basis.  Events are subject to change (added, deleted, or modified) based on a variety of factors.

Please make all checks payable to USSVI 2006 Convention and mail with this form to: 

                        

                USSVI 2006 Convention

                                                                 
C/O Little Rock Convention Bureau

                                                                 
P. O. Box 207

Little Rock, AR  72207.

 Holland Club (HC) Requests Your Help

The following lists identify three categories of Razorback Base members as they relate to membership in the HC.  I am asking those members whose names appear in either of the following lists to verify if the information pertaining to them is correct.  I have developed the following lists from information found in Razorback Base rosters and from USSVI headquarters rosters.  The first list includes those base members that have already been inducted into the HC.  The second list identifies base members that are eligible to be inducted into the HC.  The third list includes Razorback Base members that reside in states other than Arkansas.  The names in all the following lists are as they appear in the Razorback roster.  If your name does not appear as you would like to have it written on a HC membership ertificate let me know how you would prefer that your name appear.

List 1 – Razorback Base members that are already members of the HC are:


Baker, James E.

Goodenow, Wayne B.


Blair, Marvin J.

Huss, Lee


Blanchett, Joseph T.

Lemons, Harold R.


Carlson, Gerald E.

Reynolds, Jack L.


Clements, Derrell F.

Sykes, Robert C.


Eubanks, Carl L.


Hyde, Orem

List 2 -  Razorback Base members that are Arkansas residents and are eligible for HC membership through calendar year 2005 are:


Bryant, Jesse


Nease, Jack W.


Crawford, Frank S.

Nelson, Maxwell H.


Dodson Jr., T. Wesley

Prohl, Eugene L.


Wight, Robert K.


Medcalf, Bill

List 3 -  Razorback Base members that reside in a state other than Arkansas and are eligible to be inducted into the HC by their home USSVI base through calendar year 2005.  In the following list I am making the assumption that these members have dual membership.  That is, membership in the Razorback Base as well as membership in a base in their home state.  If this assumption is not correct please let me know.


Aucoin, Earle L.

McClung, Thomas A.


Bice, Donald A.

Saleh, Richard E.


Corbeil, Rodolphe

Wiedeman, William T.


Grinstead, James R.

Also, if your name does not appear in one of the above lists, and you feel that it should, let me know.  The requirements to be inducted into the HC is that you be a member in good standing (paid up dues) and you became a qualified submarine in 1955 or earlier.

Please send any information pertaining to the above lists to:

Lee Huss (HC Chairman)

85 Montanoso Way

Hot Springs Village, AR  71909-6307

Phone:  501-922-1216

e-mail:  lee393sub@sbcglobal.net

^^^^^

Holland Club (HC) Eligibility Requirements

The following HC eligibility requirements apply to ALL USSVI members:

 ---       Qualified in submarines fifty (50) years or more 

---       Member in good standing and paid up dues

 ---      A Regular Member for five (5) consecutive years or,        

 ---      A Life Member for one (1) year.

Any of the above nominations can be submitted in the CALENDAR YEAR of your eligibility.  If you are eligible or approaching eligibility, please notify your Base Commander or HC Chairman. (address above)

^^^^^

A WEEE BIT……..

An extraordinarily handsome man decided he had the 
responsibility to marry the perfect woman so they could produce beautiful children beyond compare. With that as his mission he began searching for the perfect woman.
Shortly there after he met a farmer who had three stunning,
gorgeous daughters that positively took his breath away. 
So he explained his mission to the farmer, asking for permission to marry one of them.
The farmer simply replied, "They're lookin' to get married, 
so you came to the right place. Look 'em over and pick the one you want."
The man dated the first daughter. The next day the farmer asked for the man's opinion. 
"Well," said the man, "she's just a weeeeee bit, not that you can hardly notice...pigeon-toed."
The farmer nodded and suggested the man date one
of the other girls; so the man went out with the second daughter. The next day, the farmer again asked how things went. 
"Well,"the man replied, "she's just a weeeee bit, not that you can hardly tell...cross-eyed."
The farmer nodded and suggested he date the third girl 
to see if things might be better. So he did. The next morning the man rushed in exclaiming,
"She's perfect, just perfect. She's the one I want to marry." 
So they were wed right away. Months later the baby was born.  When the man visited the nursery he was horrified: the baby was the ugliest, most pathetic human you can imagine. He rushed to his father-in-law asking how such a thing could happen considering the beauty of the parents.
"Well," explained the farmer,
"She was just a weeeee bit, not that you could hardly tell...
pregnant when you met her."

^^^^^

Philadelphia Skipper Relieved Of Command Following Navy Probe
Sub's commander, 2 others faulted in collision with Turkish cargo ship 

By Robert A. Hamilton, Day Staff Writer, Navy/Defense/Electric Boat, 9/22/2005 
Groton — The captain of the submarine USS Philadelphia was relieved of command Wednesday after a Navy investigation found he put the vessel in a hazardous situation before it was struck by a freighter in the Persian Gulf earlier this month. 
The commander of Submarine Group Seven in Japan, Rear Adm. John M. Bird, issued a formal letter of reprimand to Cmdr. Steven M. Oxholm and said he had lost confidence in Oxholm's ability to command. Oxholm will return to Groton for temporary duty at Submarine Group Two. 
Bird also relieved two other unidentified officers on the ship after a hearing known as an admiral's mast. Those officers will also return to temporary duty at Submarine Squadron Two. The Navy did not release the names or positions of the two officers, but sources have said Oxholm was sleeping at the time of the accident, so it was likely the command duty officer and probably the officer of the deck who were punished. 
The Philadelphia was overtaken and run over by a Turkish merchant ship, the M/V Yaso Aysen, on Sept. 5 about 30 miles off Bahrain. No one was injured on either ship, but the two vessels were entangled for more than an hour and both incurred moderate damage. 
Details of how Oxholm put the ship into a hazardous situation were not released by the Navy, but sources said submarine skippers are supposed to keep miles of space between themselves and other ships, and the fact that the freighter was allowed to come close enough to strike the Philadelphia was reason enough for a finding of “hazarding the ship.” 
Capt. Robert J. Brennan, deputy commander of Squadron Two and a former captain of the Pearl Harbor-based USS Olympia, took command of the Philadelphia on Wednesday in Bahrain, said Capt. Ron Steed, commander of Squadron Two. 
Often after a collision, the top enlisted people involved with navigation are punished as well, and Steed said he can't rule that out yet. “The investigation continues,” he said. “I can't say there won't be anybody at that level held to account in the future.” But he quickly added, “I don't expect anybody else to be coming back.” 
Steed said that after more than two weeks of repairs and crew training, he has declared the Philadelphia ready to return to sea. He has also dispatched two other squadron officers to fill out the ship's complement. 
“She is ready now,” Steed said. “We've assessed her materially, and the crew, and they're ready to go.” But the decision on whether the Philadelphia will continue its maritime security operations in the Gulf will rest with the theater commander, he said. 
Navy sources also said that because the ship's propeller was damaged, it would be noisy, so the ship would be limited in the type of operations it could conduct. 
The Philadelphia deployed for missions in the Mediterranean and Persian Gulf last June, so if it stuck to a standard six-month deployment schedule it would not return until December. 
Steed said once the investigation is completed, the squadron will determine whether any operating procedures should be improved to prevent a recurrence. 
“An event like this always causes us to go back and look at what we found,” he said. “I haven't looked at the investigation yet, but I would imagine we will try to take some lessons learned from it.” 
Steed has already met twice with family members of Philadelphia crew members and will conduct another meeting tonight to bring them up to date on the investigation. So far, he said, the families have “taken it all in stride.” 
Sources have said the 6,900-ton, 360-foot Philadelphia was headed to Bahrain for a scheduled port call early on the morning of Sept. 5 when it was overtaken by the Aysen, a 625-foot, 52,400-ton ship, with a crew of 20, which was carrying a cargo of small stones to the United Arab Emirates. 
Aysen apparently ran right up over the back of the submarine, scraping along the starboard side of the hull, the fairwater plane, the rudder and the housing for the towed sonar array, the sources said. At least one blade on the propeller was also damaged. 
Aysen's hull had a 100-foot-long rip just above the waterline. Both ships made it to port under their own power. 
Under international maritime “rules of the road,” any vessel overtaking another must yield the right of way, so legally the Philadelphia might be in the clear, but Navy sources have said even if Philadelphia had the right of way Oxholm is expected to keep his vessel safe. 
“The people who command submarines are held to incredibly high standards,” Steed acknowledged. Oxholm “has accepted responsibility for his crew's actions in this case, and has done so with a great deal of dignity and professionalism.” 
Navy sources have said it's likely the letter of reprimand and being “relieved for cause” will put an end to Oxholm's career, but Steed said, “He may very well have a future in the Navy — he just won't have one on submarines. 
“He's a very capable mariner,” Steed continued. “When he gets back, we'll decide where he goes next. Some of that decision rests with Commander Oxholm and his family ... but I'm sure we'll have a place for him if he decides to go that way.” 
^^^^^

Hawgfish Scuttlebutt                                                                          In God We Trust
Alan Malone

734 Good Springs Rd.

Heber Springs, AR 72543
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Our Creed





"To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in


the pursuit of their duties while serving their Country. That their


dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of 


motivation toward greater accomplishments. A pledge of loyalty and 


patriotism to the United States Government."





WW II Boats on Eternal Patrol








Sealion (SS-195)	        S-36 (SS-141)	    S-26 (SS-131)


Shark I (SS-174)	        Perch (SS-176)	    S-27 (SS-132)


Grunion (SS-216)	        S-39 (SS-144)	    Argonaut (SS-166)


Amberjack (SS-219)   Grampus (SS-207)	    Triton (SS-201)


Pickerel (SS-177)	        Grenadier (SS-210)	    Runner (SS-275)


R-12 (SS-89)	        Grayling (SS-209)	    Pompano (SS-181)


Cisco (SS-290)	        S-44 (SS-155)	    Dorado (SS-248)


Wahoo (SS-238)	        Corvina (SS-226)	    Scuplin (SS-191)


Capelin (SS-289)	        Scorpion (SS-278)  	    Grayback (SS-208)


Trout (SS-202)	        Tullibee (SS-284)	    Gugeon (SS-211)


Herring (SS-233)	        Golet (SS-361)	    S-28 (SS-133)


Robalo (SS-273)	        Filer (SS-250)	    Harder (SS-257)


Seawolf (SS-197)	        Darter (SS-227)	    Shark II (SS-314)


Tang (SS-306)	        Escolar (SS-294)	    Albacore (SS-218)


Growler (SS-215)	        Scamp (SS-277)	    Swordfish (SS-193)


Barbel (SS-316)	        Kete (SS-369)	    Trigger (SS-237)


Snook (SS-279)	        Lagarto (SS-371)	    Bonefish (SS-223)


Bullhead (SS-332)





Cold War Boats on Eternal Patrol





Scorpion (SSN-589)		                 Thresher (SSN-593)





Pledge of Allegiance





"I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America,


and to the Republic for which it stands, one Nation under God,


indivisible, with liberty and justice for all."
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