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September 2004

Commanders Corner

WELCOME ABOARD to all our new base members, man we are growing the last two months.

If you have not checked lately we have a new website.  www.razorbackbase.com  It is under construction but Greg is working on it. If you have any suggestions please let him know.

The USS Razorback / Murat Reis is still setting at her berth looking as impressive as ever. Steve checks on her every day to make sure she is OK. To everyone that had some part in making her grand entry special, THANKS. I know that is not enough but it comes from the bottom of my heart. She looked great, we had many former crewmembers here and it was just a great weekend. Also a big thank you to all the guys that gave artifacts to the museum for us and the generations following us to enjoy.  It was so good to have three former captains, Capt. Brown, Capt. Talbert and Capt. Urgan with us. It was a treasure to talk to all three of them, I could have spent a full day with each one and not had enough time. When we were kids we felt safe when we were with our dad or big brother, when I was aboard ship I felt safe in the hands of the Captain. It was the same with these gentlemen, you just knew that the boat was in good hands when they had command. I didn’t get to spend as much time as I would have liked with all the guys from out of state that we had visiting, but to all of you thanks for coming and helping welcome the old girl to her new home. It is an honor to walk her deck and care for her after all her years of service.

We now have the electrical plan for the barges and will be ordering materials to start work on them again. We will be sending out a request for electricians when we get the stuff in. The a/c units are in place so we can finish the work around the duct in the Mary Munns barge. One wall has to be worked on so the plumbers can run their drains out of sight. 

The Razorback will be moved back to the North Little Rock Sub Base in the next two or three weeks. When she is moved we will be back where we can get to our tools and get to work again. Next week the A/C people will be looking at her to see what can be done with the A/C units to get them working. 

I will be gone the last week of September and first week of October. The Seabee Convention / MCB-8 reunion will be in Gulfport, MS.  The last time we were there a hurricane came in and gave us a few problems, maybe this time it will be nice.  October 13-17 we will have the USS Diodon reunion in North Little Rock. We will spend a lot of time on the barges and the boat.  Hope to see a lot of my old shipmates. 

Thanks again to everyone that has worked on the barges and the boat. This has been an “US” project, with us being the subvets, city employees, Seabee and Navy reserve and civilians that just want to help. We have a great boat to show off and have done a great job on her. We took about 3,000 people on tours and had about 5,000 more that could not get tickets. Thanks for all the help. We need tour guides for Saturday Nov. 6 for about 200 people. This company has given AIMM $100,000.00 and wants to take their employees on a tour of the boat. Will let you know the time for sure later.

Thanks, Jim

^^^^^


^^^^^

July Treasurer’s Report

Hey Folks Here is the report for July:

  $2312.16 Beginning Balance

  Income

    $60.00 Deposit, Base Dues

    220.00 Deposit, National Dues

    862.00 Deposit, Store Sales

    $1142.00 Total Deposits

  Expenses

    $210.00 USSVI, National Dues

        37.00 Carl Schmidt, Stamps

    1483.94 Store Purchases

        37.37 Newsletter Expense

    $1768.31 Total Expenses

  $1685.85 Ending Balance

Any questions, please give me a call.

Thanks,

Wendell Dedmon

^^^^^

August Treasurer’s Report

  $1685.85 Beginning Balance

  Deposits:

  $170.00  Base Dues Collected

   1230.00  National Dues Collected

     467.50  Stores Sold

  $1867.50  Total Deposits

  Expenses:

  $1230.00  National Dues Paid

    1073.26  Store Purchases

  $2303.26  Total Expenses

  $1250.09  Closing Balance

Any questions, give me a yell.

Wendell Dedmon

^^^^^

Minutes USS Razorback Base

August 28, 2004

Wyndham Hotel NLR. AR.

Meeting called to order @ 1530 by Base Commander Jim Barnes. Forty members and ninety-three visitors totaling 133 were present. Meeting room supplied by the Wyndham Hotel North Little Rock, AR.  Pledge of allegiance was led by Bob Christians. Tolling of the Bell Ceremony was performed by David Farmer & R. B. Casto. A moment of silence was held for sailors still on Eternal Patrol. Carl Eubanks led us in prayer.

Welcome to all visitors by Jim Barnes.

Carl Schmidt read the list of new base members.

Bill McKenny was presented a certificate making him a member of the Holland Club by Jim Barnes.

Al Smith presented the Razorback Base a salt shaker and napkin holder from the USS Razorback to be placed in the museum.

Art Randall was introduced as Central Regional Director and he presented some awards.

1. Central region Director Award to Jim Barnes for 100% renewal of USS Razorback Base Members.

2. District 5 Base of the year 2004 as USS Razorback Base, presented to Base Commander Jim Barnes.

3. District 5 Shipmate of Year 2004 to Greg Zonner.

4. Central Region Base of the Year 2004 to USS Razorback Base, Jim Barnes accepted.

5. Central Region Shipmate of the Year 2004, Greg Zonner.

Greg Zonner thanked Art Randall for his two awards. He also recognized Captain Brown, and Captain Talbert, who turned the boat over to Turkey.

Jim Barnes thanked Art Randall for the two awards given to USS Razorback Base and then thanked all the members for their help.

Ray Wewers asked for input on selling our USS Razorback hats. If we sell them at an AIMM function they would want the money, but we would be paid for the hats. After some discussion a motion was made and second to sell our hats at our functions only. 32 yeas, 0 Nays, Motion passed.

Greg Zonner told the meeting how we obtained the USS Razorback, starting with the very beginning and about Carl Schmidt’s actions in helping to obtain the boat. Greg then presented Carl a picture of Carl helping tie up the boat in New Orleans, LA, and a Turkish Tang Ball Cap. (Carl served on the Tang.)

Carl Schmidt thanked Greg and made some comments.

Barbara Wewers and Mary Christians told the group that Little Rock and North Little Rock were trying to get the USSVI Convention in 2006. They asked for every one going to the convention this year to vote for us. They passed out buttons made by Shane Foraker that said “Dock at the Rock 2006”. They will be passing them out at the convention. Carl Schmidt was asked to be in charge of 2004 parade at the convention.

Several people stood and told what they had as “Memorabilia” USS Razorback lighter, Sub School Pictures, Pictures in the Razorback mess, a log book, a pass to get on & off the Razorback, an oil pan, an emergency flashlight that was over a bunk.

Captain Brown told about a 25 foot Orchid Lei he brought from Hawaii for the boat on Sunday’s cruise.

Max Bassett was asked about “Sea Bird”.

Sandra Taylor was recognized as the lady going through all the artifacts for AIMM.

Motion was made and seconded to adjourn.

Post Script,

All base members were asked to stay a few minutes after the meeting.

Billy Hollaway ask that a three-man committee be formed to spearhead work on the boat, with AIMM, and city workers. Jim Barnes, Tom Salisbury and David Farmer were the three he suggested.

A memo will be sent out to all members and the next meeting was scheduled for Sept 25, at 3:00 PM (1500) on the barges. 

E. Jane Farmer, Base Yeoman

^^^^^

Ben Stein

For many years Ben Stein has written a biweekly column for the online website called "Monday Night At Morton's", from that famous restaurant which was often frequented by Hollywood Stars. Now, Ben is terminating the column to move on to other things in his life. Reading his final column to our military is worth a few minutes of your time because it praises the most unselfish among us; our military personnel, others who protect us daily and portrays a valuable lesson learned in his life.

Ben Stein's Last Column...

How Can Someone Who Lives in Insane Luxury Be a Star in Today's World?

As I begin to write this, I "slug" it, as we writers say, which means I put a heading on top of the document to identify it.  This heading is eonlineFINAL," and it gives me a shiver to write it.

I have been doing this column for so long that I cannot even recall when I started.  I loved writing this column so much for so long I came to believe it would never end.  It worked well for a long time, but gradually, my changing as a person and the world's change have overtaken it.

On a small scale, Morton's, while better than ever, no longer attracts as many stars as it used to.  It still brings in the rich people in droves and definitely some stars.  I saw Samuel L. Jackson there a few days ago, and we had a nice visit, and right before that, I saw and had a splendid talk with Warren Beatty in an elevator, in which we agreed that Splendor in the Grass was a super movie.  But Morton's is not the star galaxy it once was, though it probably will be again.  Beyond that, a bigger change has happened.

I no longer think Hollywood stars are terribly important.  They are uniformly pleasant, friendly people, and they treat me better than I deserve to be treated.  But a man or woman who makes a huge wage for memorizing lines and reciting them in front of a camera is no longer my idea of a shining star we should all look up to.

How can a man or woman who makes an eight-figure wage and lives in insane luxury really be a star in today's world, if by a "star" we mean someone bright and powerful and attractive as a role model?  Real stars are not riding around in the backs of limousines or in Porsches or getting trained in yoga or Pilates and eating only raw fruit while they have Vietnamese girls do their nails.  They can be interesting, nice people, but they are not heroes to me any longer.

A real star is the soldier of the 4th Infantry Division who poked his head into a hole on a farm near Tikrit, Iraq.  He could have been met by a bomb or a hail of AK-47 bullets.  Instead, he faced an abject Saddam Hussein and the gratitude of all of the decent people of the world.  A real star is the U.S. soldier who was sent to disarm a bomb next to a road north of Baghdad. He approached it, and the bomb went off and killed him.  A real star, the kind who haunts my memory night and day, is the U.S. soldier in Baghdad who saw a little girl playing with a piece of unexploded ordnance on a street near where he was guarding a station.  He pushed her aside and threw himself on it just as it exploded. He left a family desolate in California and a little girl alive in Baghdad.

The stars who deserve media attention are not the ones who have lavish weddings on TV but the ones who patrol the streets of Mosul even after two of their buddies were murdered and their bodies battered and stripped for the sin of trying to protect Iraqis from terrorists.  We put couples with incomes of $100 million a year on the covers of our magazines.  The noncoms and officers who barely scrape by on military pay but stand on guard in Afghanistan and Iraq and on ships and in submarines and near the Arctic Circle are anonymous as they live and die.

I am no longer comfortable being a part of the system that has such poor values, and I do not want to perpetuate those values by pretending that who is eating at Morton's is a big subject.

There are plenty of other stars in the American firmament....the policemen and women who go off on patrol in South Central and have no idea if they will return alive. The orderlies and paramedics who bring in people who have been in terrible accidents and prepare them for surgery, the teachers and nurses who throw their whole spirits into caring for autistic children, the kind men and women who work in hospices and in cancer wards. Think of each and every fireman who was running up the stairs at the World Trade Center as the towers began to collapse.  Now you have my idea of a real hero.  We are not responsible for the operation of the universe, and what happens to us is not terribly important.  God is real, not a fiction, and when we turn over our lives to Him, he takes far better care of us than we could ever do for ourselves.  In a word, we make ourselves sane when we fire ourselves as the directors of the movie of our lives and turn the power over to Him.

I came to realize that life lived to help others is the only one that matters.  This is my highest and best use as a human. I can put it another way.  Years ago, I realized I could never be as great an actor as Olivier or as good a comic as Steve Martin....or Martin Mull or Fred Willard--or as good an economist as Samuelson or Friedman or as good a writer as Fitzgerald.  Or even remotely close to any of them.  But I could be a devoted father to my son, husband to my wife and, above all, a good son to the parents who had done so much for me.  This came to be my main task in life.  I did it moderately well with my son, pretty well with my wife and well indeed with my parents (with my sister's help).  I cared for and paid attention to them in their declining years. I stayed with my father as he got sick, went into extremis and then into a coma and then entered immortality with my sister and me reading him the Psalms.

This was the only point at which my life touched the lives of the soldiers in Iraq or the firefighters in New York.  I came to realize that life lived to help others is the only one that matters and that it is my duty, in return for the lavish life God has devolved upon me, to help others He has placed in my path.  This is my highest and best use as a human.

By Ben Stein.

Faith is not believing that God can...It is knowing that God will.

^^^^^

Frederick’s of Hollywood

A Marine Corps husband walks into Frederick's of Hollywood to purchase some sheer lingerie for his wife.  He is shown several possibilities that range from $250 to $500 in price, the more sheer, the higher the price. He opts for the most sheer item, pays the $500 and takes the lingerie home.

He presents it to his wife and asks her to go upstairs, put it on and model it for him.

Upstairs, the wife thinks, "I have an idea. It's so sheer that it might as well be nothing. I won't put it on, do the modeling naked, return it tomorrow and keep the $500 refund for myself.

So she appears naked on the balcony and strikes a pose.

The husband says, "Good Lord! You'd think that for $500, they'd at least iron it!"  He never heard the shot.

Funeral services are pending. 

^^^^^

Obituary for a Patriot:

     Maj. Gen. George S. Patton Dies at 80

By Scott Stanley Jr.

George Smith Patton III was a senior at West Point when his famous father was killed in a bizarre December 1945 road accident in Germany. When Westbrook Pegler and other journalists approached Bea Patton for confirmation from her husband's papers that Gen. Dwight Eisenhower had carried on a notorious affair with his British driver Kaye Summersby, she refused, explaining that she did not believe loose talk and, besides, her son was a career officer. He was indeed, and a very good one. The younger Patton first saw action in Korea and later served three tours in Vietnam, where he was awarded a Purple Heart and two Distinguished Service Crosses. As a colonel he commanded the 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment in Vietnam and rose to the rank of major general when he was about to be named commander of U.S. armored forces in Germany. It was 1980, Jimmy Carter was president, and when the Soviets objected to so able a son of their old enemy being given such a command, Carter flinched and Patton retired in disgust.

At the family home in Hamilton, Mass., with his wife Joanne, Patton turned his hand in retirement to the unlikely profession of "tomato farmer" at Green Meadow Farm, the family estate, and delighted to sell his produce at a roadside stand. Patton's friend, Lt. Gen. Charley Brown, told the story of a ragtag National Guard tank convoy that had stopped to buy cold cider at the Patton stand and returned to headquarters that evening to report an encounter with a crazy old farmer who chewed them out for the shabby state of their equipment, their dress, and their demeanor.

"And get this," a National Guard private confided to the colonel in charge of the armory, "the crazy old son of a bitch thought he was Gen. George S. Patton."

He was indeed, every inch of him, and when the turncoat John F. Kerry ran for the U.S. Senate, Patton called a press conference, declared Kerry to be "soft on communism," and said that by providing propaganda for the enemy during the Vietnam War, Kerry "gave aid and comfort to the enemy and probably caused some of my guys to get killed."

How George would have loved it that today the New York Times gave exactly twice as much space to the obituary of lifelong communist propagandist Agnes Cunningham as it did to his. No doubt that would have amused him as much as his retirement business cards, printed in green ink, that read: "George S. Patton, Farmer."

Funeral services will be held Wednesday, July 7, at 10 a.m. in St. John's Episcopal Church, Beverly Farms, Mass.; his burial service will take place at Arlington National Cemetery on Friday, Aug. 27, at 11 a.m.

Scott Stanley is the deputy managing editor of Insight.

^^^^^

New Car

Ole decided to buy Lena a new car for her birthday. They shopped and shopped.  Finally, Lena found one she liked. But before signing the papers, Lena looked at the car one more time.

Suddenly, she bristled and walked away, saying she didn't want the car.  She wouldn't even talk about it.

On the way home, Ole said, "Vell, Lena, I tot yew liked dat car. Vat changed yer mind about it?

"Ole, I yust don't vant any car vit XL on it," Lena answered. "It's bad enuff having dat on my undervear."

^^^^^

U.S. Navy Confronts Growing New Submarine Threat

BY DAVID WOODc.2004 Newhouse News Service

WASHINGTON -- Although the U.S. Navy is the uncontested king of the high seas, a new and ominous threat is growing in the world's critical coastal waters and maritime choke points: quiet, long-endurance submarines, some armed with lethal torpedoes and sea-skimming cruise missiles.

The growing numbers and increasing sophistication of submarines offer foes a deadly weapon with which to neutralize the United States' overwhelming combat power and deny its accesss to critical shipping lanes and seaports.

Such a submarine in the wrong hands could wait undetected for a target -- an American aircraft carrier, an amphibious ship packed with Marines, even a cruise ship jammed with holiday-makers. Result: images of the deadly torpedo wake, a flaming ship upended in the night, and the loss of thousands of lives.

Our enemies "don't need to buy a ballistic missile or a huge army," Navy Capt. David Yoshihara, who heads a new Anti-Submarine Warfare task force at the Pentagon, said in an interview.

U.S. nuclear attack submarines routinely travel with amphibious ships as scouts and guards. But as the foreign submarine threat grows it could have more significant strategic impact, vastly complicating the fast and secure movement of warships and logistics support ships on which American military power increasingly depends. Just as in World War II, indications of a lurking enemy sub would force a naval task force or freighter convoy to take evasive action on a more indirect route or to slow down while U.S. submarines and surface ships swept the seas ahead.

"The uncontested undersea superiority experienced during recent conflicts is not likely to be repeated against determined and capable adversaries," Vice Admiral Albert H. Konetzni Jr. of the Navy's Fleet Forces Command wrote in a recent essay in Proceedings, the journal of the private U.S. Naval Institute.

There are already more than 300 foreign submarines in operation, according to estimates by the London-based International Institute for Strategic Studies. Some Pentagon officials claim there are more than 400, fielded by 42 nations as diverse as Italy, Singapore, Indonesia, Algeria, Colombia, Croatia and Vietnam.

Attack submarines fielded by Pakistan, Egypt, Chile and Turkey, among other countries, carry sea-skimming anti-ship cruise missiles as well as torpedoes.

The submarines themselves run the gamut from rust-bucket to gleaming. The newest use a revolutionary technology enabling them to stay submerged and hidden for weeks.

These boats "are very similar to U.S. Navy state-of-the-art capability," Rear Adm. Mark W. Kenny, the Navy's deputy director for submarine warfare, said in an interview. Finding them, he added, could be "a crap shoot."

The problem has set off alarms within the Navy, which is scrambling to revive sub-hunting skills and technology left dormant since Soviet submarines disappeared as a threat more than a decade ago.

Among the new technologies the Navy hopes will help: unmanned, or "drone," underwater spy vehicles; continuous active sonar, which sends out a streaming "ping" that bounces back to a sensor; air-dropped acoustic sensors that can be "seeded" over a wide area to pick up sound signals; and low-frequency active sonar that seeks out submarines thousands of miles away and bounces the signal to a nearby killer sub or destroyer.

All this, however, has embroiled the Navy in an ongoing fight with environmentalists who have evidence the sonar harms whales and other marine mammals.

While the U.S. Navy operates only nuclear-powered submarines, with engines that do not require fresh air, most other subs are powered by diesel engines that need air for combustion.

Modern diesel submarines use their engines for fast movement and to charge batteries, but can run silently and slowly on battery power for a few days before having to rise into shallow water to "snorkle" in fresh air.

Submarines are at their most vulnerable near the surface, where they generate splash and churn that can be picked up by acoustic sensors and sometimes even a wake trackable by optical scanners on satellites.

But the newest submarines use "air-independent propulsion" technology -- neither nuclear nor diesel -- with engines that require no fresh air at all. One new German type uses a fuel cell to produce electricity from oxygen and hydrogen, which can propel the submarine for weeks of stealthy patrolling.

Such a vessel could lurk in shallow water, hidden by its silence and the normal clutter of coastal fishing boats and maritime traffic.

"Shallow water, you get a lot of noise reverberation and additional traffic -- and you're fighting in somebody else's back yard which they know pretty well," said Capt. Tom Abernethy, who commands the sub-hunting Destroyer Squadron 22 based in Norfolk, Va.

In that environment, a diesel sub "is absolutely a real threat, a formidable threat," Abernethy said in a phone interview early this month, shortly after finishing a sub-hunting exercise off the Atlantic coast.

The military strategy evolving under the Bush administration makes the problem more acute. Based on the Iraq war model, the Pentagon now envisions a hard strike, immediately followed by waves of reinforcements and logistics support ships carrying fuel, ammunition, armored vehicles and troops. This "just-in-time" support requires fast and dependable schedules with little margin for delay.

That means the aircraft, destroyers and submarines that hunt enemy subs must be able to scan broad areas of water, quickly detect anything lurking, and shoot to kill the very first time.

"We can't afford to play chess" with enemy submarines, Kenny said. "With the time lines we're talking about, we have to go right to checkmate."

And the Navy must be able to quickly sweep large areas to ensure they are free of hostile submarines, said Yoshihara.

What worries strategists is this:

"All it would take is just one lucky sub to get a hit on a carrier, and we have a huge problem," said Rick Burgess, a former anti-submarine warfare officer who is managing editor of Sea Power magazine.

A modern American aircraft carrier has a crew of about 5,600 sailors and airmen.

^^^^^

HERE'S ONE FOR ALL YOU SAILORS...

A chief petty officer caught an AWOL sailor as he tried to sneak aboard ship. Upon hearing the sailor's lame explanation, the petty officer told him, "Sweep every link on this anchor chain by morning, or it's the brig for you!" The sailor picked up a broom, but before he could sweep, a tern landed on the handle. The lad picked the tern off and tossed it overboard. The bird lit again on the broom handle, and was

again tossed away. On and on, through the night, they went through the same routine. In the morning, when the petty officer inspected, he found the chain still dirty. "What have you been doing all night?" he asked angrily. "Honest, chief," came the reply, "I tossed a tern all night and couldn't sweep a link!"

^^^^^

Editor

Shipmates, I’m looking for a newsletter editor. Would someone like to volunteer to take on this responsibility? I have been the editor almost from the beginning of the base. Bruce Lipe started the newsletter then got so tied up in his work he didn’t have time to do it. I took over from him and now I would like to give it to someone who has more time. I missed one issue completely and had less than two pages on the next issue. Thanks to all you guys that send me articles and jokes to include. I would never get one out without your help.

Jim

^^^^^

Next Meeting

The E-board voted to change the meeting to Sunday September 26, 2004 on the barges. Starting time will be 1500. By changing to the 26th everyone can watch the ball game on Saturday. 

This will be our last opportunity to nominate someone to run for office for 2005.

Be thinking about the boat, what needs to be done, priorities and committee to oversee the work now and long term

^^^^^

Lost Boat History

USS Cisco (SS-290)

The sixth boat in the new Balao-class, the Cisco was launched at Portsmouth Navy Yard on Christmas Eve 1942 and commissioned on 10 May 1943 with Commander James W. Coe in command. “Red” Coe was a well-known skipper having successfully captained the submarines S-39 (SS-144) and Skipjack (SS-184) earlier in the war and was rewarded by commissioning the new Cisco.

Cisco arrived in Brisbane, Australia, on 1September and then proceeded on coastal patrol duties until she put into Port Darwin on the 18th. With Coe anxious to get back into the war, she topped up with fuel and departed immediately on hr first war patrol. However, the boat had a problem with the main hydraulic system and returned to port that same evening. With the system checked over and fixed Cisco sailed the following day. Nothing was ever heard from her again. Japanese records show that on 28 September 1943 one of their aircraft detected a submarine trailing oil and made a bombing run on the area of the source. The pilot then called in surface vessels to depth-charge the area producing even more oil and this continued to float to the surface even until 10 October. The area in Sulu Sea where the attack took place was the Cisco’s patrol area and she was the only boat operating in that section.

Thus, a fighting skipper, a fine crew and a new submarine were lost before getting their chance to fight. However, Cisco was awarded one battle star for her service.

^^^^^

Branson Meeting

The annual Branson, MO meeting of the Topeka-Jefferson City Base will be on December 3rd & 4th 2004. There will be a breakfast meeting and dinner meeting. 

^^^^^

Navy Ball

The Navy Ball will be on Saturday 16 October 2004 from 1730 to 2200 at J. R. Rocker’s NCO Club at Jacksonville Air Force Base.  There will be a DJ, music, dancing and dinner. Tickets are $20.00 per person until our meeting on Sept. 26, after that they will be $25.00 per person. 

^^^^^

Life Membership Dues

Just a reminder about life membership dues. 

Presently

Age 65


$50.00

55-65 100.00

45-55 150.00

Under 45

250.00

New rates effective 12/31/04

Age 76


$100.00

66-75 200.00

56-65 300.00

46-55 400.00

45 and Under

500.00

^^^^^

Army

The chief of staff of the US Army decided that he would personally intervene in the recruiting crisis affecting all of our armed services. He directed a nearby Air Force base that will be opened and that all eligible young men and women be invited.

As he and his staff were standing near a brand new M-1 Battle Tank, a pair of twin well built, neatly kept brothers who looked like they had just stepped off an Army Corps recruiting poster walked up to them. The chief of staff walked up to them, stuck out his hand and introduced himself.

He looked at the first young man and asked, "Son, what skills can you bring to the best Army in the world?"

The young man looks at him and says, "I'm a pilot!"

The general gets all excited, turns to his aide and says, "Get him in today, all the paper work done, everything, do it!"

The aide hustles the young man off. The general looks at the second young man and asked, "What skills to you bring to this man's Army?"

The young man says, "I chop wood!"

"Son," the general replies, "we don't need wood choppers in the Army, what do you know how to do?"

"I chop wood!"

"Young man," huffs the general, "you are not listening to me, we don't need wood choppers, this is the 20th century and our battles are fought with our minds as much as with our bodies!"

"Well," the young man says, "you hired my brother!"

"Of course we did," says the general, "he's a pilot!"

The young man rolls his eyes and says, "Duh! I have to *chop* It before he can pile it!"

^^^^^

New Base in Arkansas

I am pleased to announce the formation of the second Base in Arkansas sharing the State with the Razorback Base, to be known as the Mountain Home Base.

The Point of Contact is Robert Buschbacker

Address: 2933 Sycamore Springs Road 

Mountain Home, Arkansas 72653-8962

(870) 491-5083

rlakeplace@mymtnhome.com

The Base Launch Organizational Meeting is scheduled for August 30, 2004.  

Interested Submarine Veterans please contact Robert Buschbacker for time and location.

Art Randall 

^^^^^

Ole and Lena

So anyvay, late one night, Lena vakes Ole and says, "I t'ink its time!"

So Ole fired up the Yohn Deere tractor and took her to the hospital to have their first baby. She had a little boy, and the doctor looked over at Ole and said, "Hey, Ole! You yust had a son! Ain't dat great! "

Vell, Ole got excited by dis, but yust den the doctor spoke up and he said,"Hold on! We ain't finished yet!" The doctor den held up a little girl. He said, "Hey, Ole! You got you a daughter!" She's a pretty little ting,too...."

Ole got kind of puzzled by this, and then the doctor said, "Holey Moley Ole, we still ain't done yet!" The doctor then delivered another boy and said, "Ole, you yust had youself another boy!" Ole was flabbergasted by this news!

A couple days later, Ole brought Lena and the their three children home in the self propelled combine. He was real serious and he asked Lena, "How come we got t'ree on the first try?" Lena said, "You remember dat night we ran out of  K-Vy  Yelly  and you vent out in the garage and got dat dere 3-in-1 Oil?" Ole said, "Yeah, I do. Uffda!, it's a damn good t'ing I didn't get the WD-40!"

^^^^^

Women will never be equal to men until they can walk down the street with a bald head and a beer gut, and still think they are beautiful.

^^^^^

A little boy asked his father, “Daddy, how much does it cost to get married:”

And the father replied, “I don’t know son, I’m still paying.

^^^^^

The bride, upon getting engaged, went to her mother and said, “I’ve found a man just like father!”

Her mother replied, “So what do you want from me, sympathy?”

^^^^^

When a woman steals your husband, there is no better revenge than to let her keep him.

^^^^^

USS Louisiana Moving West

RUSS BYNUM Associated Press 

SAVANNAH, Ga. - The Navy is pulling two more of its nuclear submarines from Kings Bay Naval Submarine Base in coastal Georgia, relocating them to the West Coast to beef up its arsenal in the Pacific. 

When the submarines USS Louisiana and USS Maine ship out in October 2005, Kings Bay will have lost half its Trident submarine fleet - five of 10 - since 2002. 

That's bad news for coastal Camden County, in Georgia's southeast corner, where each Navy submarine accounts for roughly $13 million in military payroll and 1,000 sailors and family members. 

"Of course we're concerned about the impact to the local economy, but we have to trust the military that they're doing what's best for the country's security," St. Marys Mayor Deborah Hase said Wednesday. 

The Navy, which announced the moves Tuesday, tried to soften the blow by adding that the submarine USS Florida, which is being converted to carry conventional weapons instead of nuclear arms, will move to Kings Bay in May 2006. 

In recent years, the Navy has increased the number of nuclear submarines at its Naval Submarine Base Bangor in Bremerton, Wash., which includes the Persian Gulf and Korean peninsula in its target area. 

Last month, the submarine USS Nebraska left Kings Bay for Bangor, joining the USS Kentucky and USS Pennsylvania that relocated from the Georgia coast in 2002. 

"We will all miss the Maine and the Louisiana - this will have an effect on everyone in the community," U. S. Rep. Jack Kingston, who represents Camden County, said in a statement. "But this was expected and there is light at the end of the tunnel." 

Besides being promised the USS Florida next year, Kingston is helping Camden County lobby to bring a second submarine, the USS Georgia, to Kings Bay after work is finished refitting the sub for conventional arms. 

U. S. Sen. Saxby Chambliss urged Camden County residents not to take that the latest submarine departures as a signal of doom for Kings Bay in the upcoming round of military base closings. 

"In informing me of this decision, the Navy reiterated their statement that Kings Bay will continue playing a critical role in the national security of the United States," Chambliss said in a statement. 

Besides losing valuable Navy crews, Camden County suffered a severe economic

Setback in November 2002 when the Durango-Georgia Paper Co. closed, leaving 650 county residents jobless and costing the county about $34.2 million in annual payroll losses. 

Hase said things had been looking better recently. Last month, St. Louis-based Express Scripts Inc. opened a prescription call center in St. Marys, employing 650 workers. 

The Telegraph

^^^^^

Navy Announces Christening of Submarine Texas

The Navy’s newest attack submarine Texas will be christened Saturday during an 11 a.m. EDT ceremony at the Northrop Grumman Newport News facility in Newport News, Va.

Secretary of the Navy Gordon England will join a number of dignitaries including Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison of Texas who will deliver the ceremony’s principal address. Texas native Laura Bush, first lady of the United States, will serve as the submarine’s sponsor. The ceremony will be highlighted by a time-honored Navy tradition when Bush christens the ship by breaking a bottle of champagne over the submarine to formally name it Texas.

Named to honor the 28th state admitted to the union, Texas is the fourth ship of the U.S. Navy to carry the name since the original Texas was commissioned in 1895. The most recent Texas was the nuclear powered guided missile cruiser, which was decommissioned in 1993.

Texas is the second submarine of the Virginia class and is scheduled to be delivered to the Navy in 2005. It has improved stealth, sophisticated surveillance capabilities and special warfare enhancements that will enable it to meet the Navy’s multi-mission requirements.

Texas will be able to attack targets ashore with highly accurate Tomahawk cruise missiles and conduct covert long-term surveillance of land areas, littoral waters or other sea forces. Texas will also have a number of additional capabilities to include: superior anti-submarine and anti-ship warfare enhancements, special forces delivery and support, and mine delivery/minefield mapping. With enhanced communications connectivity, the submarine also will provide important battle group and joint task force support with full integration into carrier battle group operations.

Cmdr. John J. Litherland, born in Landstuhl, Germany, and raised on a variety of domestic and overseas army posts before settling in Las Vegas, N.M., is the ship’s prospective commanding officer and will lead a crew of approximately 134 officers and enlisted personnel.

The 12,130-ton Texas is 377 feet in length, has a beam of 34 feet, and can operate at more than 25 knots submerged. Texas is also designed with a reactor plant that will not require refueling during the planned life of the ship ­ reducing lifecycle costs while increasing underway time.

Texas will ensure the United States maintains undersea dominance, in

both deep and shallow waters, well into this century.

^^^^^

The doctor in a clinic asks the weather beaten mountaineer how he was feeling. “It’s like this,” drawled the man from the hills after a few seconds of silence. “I’m still kicking, but I ain’t raisin’ any dust.”

^^^^^

When a retired sea captain said he was going to become an Episcopalian, his Congregationalist friends asked, “How do you know when to kneel or stand or sit down?”

He replied, “I just sit in the stern and rise and fall with the tide.”

^^^^^

When a vending machine malfunctions, some customers take it personally. A crane operator, who had put a quarter in without result, hooked his crane onto the vending machine, lifted it 50 feet into the air and dropped it. Then climbed down from his crane, went through the mess and retrieved the quarter the machine owed him.

^^^^^

A woman took her car to the garage, when the mechanic started to raise the hood she said, “Don’t look under there, its too messy.”

^^^^^
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