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EXECUTIVE TEAM 

   MEMBERSHIP DUES  

Were due on December 31, 2021.     

If you haven' already sent your 

$20 dues in, please do so now to:   

   Wayne Hildebrand    

       P.O. Box  125            

          Vida, OR.             

97488-0125  

Please, include your name, e-mail and 

home address with payment. 

Thank you 
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(L/R) Max Bassett, Ron Sagaert, Shane Foraker, Maurice Barks-

dale and Mike Marmon (Baby Huey)    

RAZORBACK WORK WEEK  

April 25-29, 2022 on USS Razorback, 

North Little Rock, Arkansas 

Razorback Crew Members  come join us help 

us to maintain our sub.  

A Business Meeting  will be held  Wed Apr 27   

If you seriously plan on  attending, please let 

us know : 

Ron Sagaert  (rtsagaert@msn.com) or  

Fred Reker (fredreker326@gmail.com)   

Rooms have been held at the Wyndham Hotel . 

( L-R) Steve Lowerie, John Nasinec, John Hertzberg, Ron Sagaert, Bobby Barge,  

   Fred Reker,  Mel Kleinsorge, Jim Franks, Mike Keil.  

Aft Torpedo Room  -  1968  — R Braunschweig 
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    WORK WEEK 

 April 25-29, 2022  
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 IMPORTANT NOTICE:                               

A special reunion is 

being planned in                    

Victoria, B.C., Canada                                  

September 2023,                                        

celebrating the           

Razorback’s one and 

only Port Visit to a     

Canadian Naval Base.                        

The Razorback made a 

special visit to the Ca-

nadian Forces Base, 

Esquimalt, B.C., in 

April 1968.  Commanding  Officer was Captain Ken 

Brown who left the Razorback upon return to San 

Diego, May ’68.  

Razorback crew members & their loved one,  will 

enjoy visiting this beautiful city. Being planned are 

tours of  the world famous Butchart Gardens,  a 

Canadian Submarine (diesel) & CFB Museum  &  

whale watching is optional. 

Your co-hosts are members of the Submariners 

Association of Canada and serving submariners of 

the Canadian Submarine Force. 

PLEASE LET US KNOW:  if you plan to attend 

this special reunion.  It will help us know how 

many hotel rooms to hold.     

To make this event we NEED a good attendance.  

Don’t forget to pass the word along to fellow ship-

mates, ALL former crew members are invited.                                                                                       

We look forward to seeing you at this special event.   

     Fred Reker, President                                                               

 fredreker326@gmail.com    

     Reunion Coordinators:                                       

 Valerie Braunschweig                                  

 valerieanddick@telus.net 
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HMCS VICTORIA 
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When the New Year began, we all thought and said “It just has to be a better 

year”  the past two years dealing with the challenges of Covid 19 has been 

enough.  Finally  things are slowly improving. as we return to a new normal. 

Thank you to our  Military Forces, for keeping our country safe, here at home, 

across the country and overseas.   Your dedication and sacrifices are most sin-

cerely appreciated.  

To our allied forces who also serve and protect.  May a peaceful resolution be 

found in the coming time ahead for Ukraine. 

The arrival of Spring gives us renewed hope for better days ahead.   

A reunion is in the works for a WWII 1944 US diesel submarine, USS Razorback 

SS394, which made only one visit to a Canadian Forces Base.   The former crew 

wish to return to Victoria to reconnect with the Submariner Association of Cana-

da members and visit the city. Details to follow. 

I hope you have enjoyed the issues of the Lobo Jr. Newsletter, featuring inter-

esting articles, spotlight interviews, member stories and shipmate news; I have 

produced for you, as it has given an opportunity to learn more about subma-

rines and the many people who serve in them.    

Best regards to all.  Don’t forget if you have a story to share, or just want to 

drop a note along, please forward it to me. 

Valerie Braunschweig,                                                                                                                           

USS Razorback Association                                           

Publisher, Lobo Jr. Newsletter  

valerieanddick@telus.net  
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When the New Year began, we all thought and said “It just has to be a better 

year”  the past two years dealing with the challenges of Covid 19 has been 

enough.  Finally  things are slowly improving. as we return to a new normal. 

Who would have thought we would have this world health challenge.   Now we 

are faced with yet another and very serious challenge with the situation hap-

pening in Ukraine.  

Thank you to our Military and specifically our Naval Forces, for keeping our country 

safe, here at home, across the country and overseas.   Your dedication and sacrifices 

are most sincerely appreciated.    

To our allied forces who also serve and protect.  May a peaceful resolution be found in 

the coming time ahead for Ukraine. 

The arrival of Spring gives us renewed hope for better days ahead.   

A Razorback reunion is in the works for September 2023  when the Razorback made the 

one and only visit to a Canadian Forces Base.  

 ALL RAZORBACK CREW MEMBERS & love ones are invited to attend .  Razorback As-

sociation membership is not a requirement.  We want you to reconnect and visit Victo-

ria, Canada located north west of Seattle, Wa. on Vancouver Island.  One of the top 10 

tourist destinations in Canada.    Details to follow. 

PLEASE LET US KNOW, if you plan on attending the reunion.  It helps us to hold 

enough hotel rooms .   The exchange rate on a US Dollar, will help offset the hotel rates.  

Meanwhile, I hope you have enjoyed the past issues of the  Lobo Jr. Newsletter, and 

now this one, featuring interesting articles, spotlight interviews, member stories and 

shipmate news I have produced for you, as it has given an opportunity to learn more 

about submarines and the dedicated people who serve in them.    

Best regards to all.   

Don’t forget if you have a story to share, or just want to 

drop a note along,  please send it to me. 

 

Valerie Braunschweig,                        

USS Razorback Association                                                                                                

Publisher,  Lobo Jr. Newsletter  

valerieanddick@telus.net  

My husband is in the front cover photo, were you there?  
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                From the bridge     3/24/22 

Work Week April 25-29 is just around the corner. I know many of you 

are signed up.    We often get help from the Volunteer Base in Nashville, 

TN and the Razorback Base in Little Rock.  The leader ever since Work 

Week started is Ron Sagaert.  I believe he has attended every one so far, 

but this year he cannot make it. He has a conflict with an unavoidable trip to 

Asheville, NC the same week.   We will sorely miss him and all his hard 

work preserving our Grand Old Lady - USS Razorback (SS394).  

Beyond that is our next reunion to be in Victoria, BC in Sept 2023.  We plan to have a business meeting 

during Work Week on Wednesday, April 27.   

Items to be discussed: 

Our next reunion to be held in Victoria, BC, Canada in Sept 2023 

Do we send LOBO JR to members who are behind on their dues? 

Membership – how to reconnect with former shipmates. 

Updating the “Eternal Patrol” list.  

Website 

Ageing of our organization and health issues. 

If anyone has other issues to be discussed, please let me know. 

The 2023 reunion will be the 55
th
 anniversary of the Razorback visit to Canadian Forces Base Esqui-

malt, BC, Canada in 1968. Valerie is working on hosting this reunion with local submarine and Canadian 

Navy groups.  We are planning on 20 members attending, but it would help if you would let me or Va-

lerie know of your intentions to attend so we can get a more accurate estimate of attendance.  There 

are many very interesting events planned.   

I was able to reconnect with some members recently.  Last weekend I met Trinidad, EMCM(SS), who 

served from 1966 to 69 and lives in Long Beach, CA.  We met at a dance in Leisure World and he looks 

to be in good health and active. I also had a phone call with Bob Kunch, RM3(SS) who served with me 

in the radio gang.  He lives in Thompson Falls, MT, a small town in Sanders County in northwestern 

Montana on the Clark Fork River. It is so small it has only one traffic light!  I lived in Thompson Falls two 

Summers in 57 and 58 while working on a hydro-electric Dam project (Noxon Rapids Dam) that produc-

es 400 megawatts of clean energy.  Bob still lives there since leaving Razorback.  

Freaky Fact:  Calvin Rigg ENC(SS), who was leading engineman for several years was in the famous 

submarine movie “Run Silent, Run Deep” and had a bit part with some speaking lines. If you watch 

closely, you can spot him.       

Pray for peace in Ukraine and Eastern Europe and for all the refugees from Ukraine.  Does this remind 

you of the Cuban Missile Crisis? May cool heads prevail! 

Stay safe, Steady bubble, DBF, and make plans now for April Work Week next month.   

Fred Reker, Captain, USNR-R 
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Lost at Sea – For Awhile     

In late 63 or early 64 we were involved with an exercise in local op areas near  San Diego, 

CA with the other submarines in Subdiv 32: Pomfret, Sea Fox and Ronquil.  The division 

commander was Commander Jackson, who set up the exercise.  It was a cat and mouse 

game where one submarine hid from the others while the other three tried to find it.  We 

all took turns being the mouse.  Every evening all the boats had to send a check message 

to home base letting them know we were all safe.  When it was our turn to be the hunted 

(mouse), we successfully evaded the other three boats and surfaced to charge the batter-

ies for a short period of time and submerged for the next morning exercise.  

We had a colorful radio gang including a guy from Brooklyn named Rubin.  He was the self

-proclaimed OJOB – Only Jew on Board.  He was proud to proclaim this and had a great 

sense of humor.  On the morning after we successfully evaded the other boats Rubin an-

nounced that we got a message from headquarters announcing the exercise was can-

celled due to Razorback!!  All the members of the exercise were to look for us because we 

failed to send a check in message the night before.  We were presumed lost at sea!   The 

captain went ballistic.  He had the ops officer, communications officer and chief radioman 

on the carpet for not sending the check message.  How could this happen?   We were in 

dutch with the Division Commander and ruined his exercise.  Needless to say, we sent a 

belated check in message and the exercise was reorganized.  Commander Jackson was a 

class guy and took some of the blame for the design of the exercise.   

Captain Davis had the operations officer and his crew write a Razorback instruction that 

would guarantee we never missed a check in message again.  It was a long-complicated 

instruction that involved alarm clocks and double checks by chief radioman, Communica-

tions officer, Operations Officer, and XO.  I do not think the Supply System had alarm 

clocks, so we had to buy them on our own.  I wish I had saved a copy of the instruction, 

which was a classic case of overreaction.  

 A year later with a new CO and after we completed our yard overhaul in Bremerton, WA 

at PSNS the instruction was largely ignored.   
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ShipmateS SEA Story:  By Fred Reker  
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A twin-engine Navy Tracker plane with four men 
aboard crashed at sea 168 miles southwest of here ear-
ly today during an exercise with the submarine Razor-
back.  Two crewmen were rescued, but the two pilots 
are missing. 

The destroyer Brooke and five aircraft—including a heli-
copter from Ream Field in Imperial Beach—are search-
ing for the S2 antisubmarine warfare plane, which 
plunged into the sea about 2:00 a.m.  

 

Cause Not Determined 

The cause of the crash, which occurred during a routine 
six-hour training mission involving several other Tracker 
planes, has not been determined a Navy spokesman 
said.  There were no reports of distress messages be-
fore the plane went down.  

The rescued crewmen were located by the submarine 
(Razorback) Both were reported injured.  

 

‘Depth Charges’ Heard  

The spokesman said the first indication of trouble came 
when the crew of a second craft—flying above the over-
cast—radioed that they heard exploding practice depth 
charges below the clouds. 

No depth charges were scheduled to be dropped in the 
area, said the spokesman, indicating that the plane had 
hit the water.  The submarine was told to surface and—
it sped to the site two miles away. 

The two injured crewmen were found 15 minutes later in 
a lifeboat.  They were identified as Aviation Mechanic 
1C. Gordon C. Williams, 30, of 552 La May Ave., Imperi-
al Beach, attached to VS-41 at North Island Naval Air  

 

Station and Aviation Ordinance man 1C. Gerry I. Gig-
gay, 23, o f432 Delaware St., Imperial Beach, attached 
to VS-38. 

Training on Craft 

The Navy said the missing pilots are Lt. John F. Lam-
pey, 28 of 1111 Adella Ave., Coronado, and Lt. Cmdr. 
Thomas R. Riley, 36 of 1061 Dracma Drive,  Imperial 
Beach.  The spokesman said Riley was undergoing re-
fresher training aboard the craft , which is part of Train-
ing Squadron VS-41 at North Island. 

Lampey, air crew training officer of his squadron, was 
married two weeks ago to the former Caryl Ann Gerstiz 
of Richmond Hill. , N.Y. 

Riley, a recent graduate of the Navy Postgraduate 
School at Monterey, is the father of five children.  A 
graduate of Marquette University, he has been an avia-
tor since 1964.  

The weather was reported clear I the search area. 

A P5 Marlin seaplane left the North Island Naval Air Sta-
tion at 4a.m. carrying parachute  flares to help illuminate 
the area before daybreak.  

Copter Is Dispatched 

The Navy also sent a helicopter to the crash site carry-
ing a doctor and supplies for the injured crewmen. 

The doctor, Lt. R. I. Fassett, 28, arrived in the area be-
fore sunp ad was lowered to the Razorback to treat the 
two men.  He advised that they remain aboard the sub, 
which headed back to San Diego.  It was expected  
back about 6 tonight. 

A North Island spokesman said the downed craft left 
that base wit the other planes last night about 11:30.  
They were due to return this morning.  
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San Diego, Calif.       *      Tuesday, August 6, 1967                       *                          10 cents per copy  

2 Saved, 2 Pilots Missing         

In Navy Crash off Coast  
  Sub  Rescues Crewmen  

On Downed Plane  
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     58 years ago Razorback launched 27January 1944         

Christened by Mrs. H.F.D. Davis 4 April 1944                  

  Christening of USSRedfish center submarine,        

Razorback is one of the submarines in the back-

ground.  Four submarines commissioned that day. 

May 30, 2022 

Gene Haley, crew member, USS Razorback, Dec. 1946 

“ No matter where you travel, when you need a guy who’s been there’s an instant 

kind of friendship, cause we’re brothers of the ‘phin”.  “Bobby Joe Banjo” Reed 

An old salt, reflecting on days gone by. 
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      John Anthony Raquette 

 

John Anthony Ranguette  of Fort Myers, Florida passed away on 
January 25, 2022 at Lee Memorial Hospital of Cape Coral, Fl. He was 86 years 
old and a resident of Fort Myers for over 25 years, enjoying his retirement but 
continuing to serve others as a member of the local Coast Guard Auxiliary for 
many years. 
 
He was born in Kansas City, Missouri in 1935 and adopted by Maurine and Els-
worth Ranguette, who later moved to San Anselmo, CA, where John attended 
and graduated high school and joined the Navy, serving in Korea, Vietnam and 
Japan. 
 
After 22 years he retired from the Navy with the rank of Chief Warrant Officer in 
1975 and became the Director of Human Resources for National University, 
San Diego. He also attended classes there, finishing his BBA and earning his 
MBA and JD degrees as well. 

He leaves behind his wife, Elizabeth and dear friends who will miss and re-
member him for his many kindnesses and generosity of spirit.  He truly lived 
the saying, “I shall pass this way but once, and good that I ca do or any kind-
ness I can show to any human being, let me do it now.  Let me not defer nor 
neglect it, for I shall not pass this way again.”  

 

                 SPRING 2022           

 USS RAZORBACK ASSOCIATION 
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ETERNAL PATROL  

USS RAZORBACK SS394 

13 



ETERNAL PATROL  
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JUST AN OLD SUBMARINER 

He was just an old submariner; you see them now and then.  

Telling stories with his buddies of when they were younger men. 

Creative recollections of when they were strong and bold.                                                                    

Escapes that they recall but are best left untold. 

But more than old submariners, they are brothers of the phin. 

Those who have earned their dolphins are forever welcomed in. 

And when they cross the brow on their eternal leave 

all the brothers everywhere take time to mutely grieve                                                                       

It is true at city hall the flag will not fly half mast 

                   but lots of old submariners will be thinking of the past. 

                 And reciting with his buddies as they sing the final hymn; 

                  He was just an old submariner but we shall remember him.  

                            

                   By W. Paul Hansen - Submariners Association of Canada West 
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Submarine spotted off Victoria was part of 
exercise with  Korean navy 
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CTV NEWS           Published Nov. 22, 2021 
VICTORIA - Canada 

A Royal Canadian Navy submarine that was recently seen sailing past 

Greater Victoria was taking part in a joint exercise with the Republic of Ko-

rea Navy. 

The HMCS VICTORIA submarine was travelling with two Korean navy 

ships, the Wang Geon and Soyang, as part of a "Passing Interaction Exer-

cise," the military said in a   social media post Monday. 

The Wang Geon and Soyang have just departed from Canadian Forces 

15 
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Lawmakers: US submarine force can help check Russian ambitions in 
Ukraine By Megan Eckstein Jan. 24, 2022 

WASHINGTON — The U.S. Navy must dedicate forces to pushing back against Russian activi-

ty throughout the European theater in the coming weeks, two lawmakers said, even as the world’s 

focus is on Ukraine’s land borders with Russia and Belarus. 

Sen. Richard Blumenthal and Rep. Joe Courtney agreed that a strong show of force from the Navy 

— particularly in the undersea domain, where Russia has focused its modernization efforts — could 

help deter Russia from its overall effort to assert itself in the region or to stop a small conflict from 

growing into something larger. 

The two Connecticut Democrats spoke Jan. 24 at a virtual event hosted by submarine builder Gen-

eral Dynamics Electric Boat.  

Ohio-class guided-missile submarine USS Georgia (SSGN 729), operating in the U.S. 6th Fleet area of operations, conducts a brief 

stop for personnel near Limassol, Cyprus, Jan. 15, 2022. (US Navy photo via Twitter)  

16 
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Russian President Vladimir Putin “will test us in every single place that he can. He’s doing it right now 

in Ukraine: he wants to restore the hegemony over countries that formerly were part of the Soviet Un-

ion; bring back Ukraine into Mother Russia; conduct a hybrid war of military actions, cyber-attack and 

misinformation. And part of his overall strategy is to bolster undersea warfare and thereby push the 

United States, try to divide allies, and create instability,” Blumenthal said in response to a question re-

garding how naval forces could help get Putin to back down in Ukraine. 

 

“Undersea warfare — because we’re talking about the Mediterranean, about the Black Sea as poten-

tial areas of tension and conflict — is very much in play even though it isn’t directly involved in the 

confrontation in the Eastern Ukraine area or Crimea or in the northern borders of Ukraine, which rep-

resent perhaps the greatest immediate threat in Belarus, where Putin is amassing forces right now,” 

he added. 

The senator said he agreed with President Joe Biden’s statement that U.S. troops should not be sent 

into Ukraine to fight, but he said strengthening and bolstering NATO capabilities in the region would 

be important, as well as finding other ways to show strength “around the world in other areas where 

we go head-to-head with the Russians.” 

He added that the U.S. should also focus on economic sanctions against Russia, including export con-

trols on semiconductors and other technologies Russia needs to keep its economy going; disconnect-

ing Russia from the international financial system; supplying more arms to Ukraine so the country can 

defend itself; and getting NATO allies, especially Germany, united in their efforts to respond to Russia. 

Though the world’s focus has been on Ukraine’s border with Russia to the east and Belarus to the 

north, Russia announced last week that it would hold a series of large naval drills in all its geograph-

ically dispersed fleets, upping the ante in its standoff against the West. 

“The drills are intended to practice navy and air force action to protect Russian national interests in the 

world’s oceans and to counter military threats to the Russian Federation,” the defense ministry said, 

adding that they will start this month and run through February in the Mediterranean, North Atlantic 

and Pacific. 

Just the day before that announcement, the U.S. Navy announced its guided-missile submarine Geor-

gia was in Cyprus for a port call — an unusual move, announcing the location of this large submarine 

loaded to the gills with conventional missiles, that in recent history has only been done to send a mes-

sage to Russia or North Korea.  

Courtney, in following up to the same question at the event, said the Harry S. Truman Carrier Strike 

Group exercising with NATO forces in the Mediterranean represented “the most visible sign of pres-

ence that the Navy is exercising out there.” But, he said, the submarine fleet would have an important, 

if less visible, role in checking Russian aggression. 

Saying that Russia’s string of exercises would “flood the zone” with submarines in the North Atlantic, 

where Russia’s submarine-heavy Northern Fleet operates, Courtney said: “There’s no question that 

our undersea fleet is going to be very busy at this very tense moment and is definitely going to play a 

big role in terms of making sure that whatever possible conflict may emerge, that it does not escalate 

into something more serious.” 17 

https://www.militarytimes.com/flashpoints/2022/01/20/russia-announces-sweeping-naval-drills-amid-ukraine-tensions/
https://www.thedrive.com/the-war-zone/43943/navy-sends-a-message-by-publicizing-guided-missile-submarines-mediterranean-presence
https://www.thedrive.com/the-war-zone/43943/navy-sends-a-message-by-publicizing-guided-missile-submarines-mediterranean-presence
https://www.navytimes.com/news/your-navy/2022/01/22/harry-s-truman-carrier-strike-group-nato-allies-to-launch-exercise-in-mediterranean/
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Electric Boat readies to deliver attack sub Oregon, almost two years       

after last delivery.                                  Jan. 24, 2022  Defencenews,com   by Maria Eckstein 

 

The Navy's newest attack submarine, the future Oregon, is christened in a ceremony at Electric Boat in Groton, Conn., on Saturday. (Dana Jensen/The Day via AP)  

WASHINGTON — General Dynamics Electric Boat is just weeks from delivering attack submarine Oregon to the Navy, about 16 

months after Oregon was originally due and nearly two years after the Connecticut shipyard delivered its last submarine.  

This Block IV Virginia-class attack submarine has suffered from a complex web of factors, some related 

to the COVID-19 pandemic now entering its third year, but most related to the prioritization of the Co-

lumbia-class ballistic missile submarine program, Electric Boat President Kevin Graney said in an up-

date on the yard’s performance. 

On the workforce side, he said, the Columbia program — not just a top priority for the shipyard, but also 

for the Navy and the Pentagon — is “staffed up to where we need to be right now” to keep the first-in-

class Columbia on track for a 2027 delivery and 2030 maiden deployment. But that’s come at the ex-

pense of the Virginia program production line. 

“To achieve Columbia, we did take some resources from Virginia to support that. And I think at this 

point right now, any new folks that we’re adding to the business ... will be largely dedicated to Virginia. 

And that’s because that Columbia manning right now is fairly stable and will be for the foreseeable fu-

ture,” Graney said in a Jan. 24 virtual event hosted by the shipyard. 

As a result, that means the newest and least experienced workers are being assigned to the Virginia SSN 

production line, and any shortfalls in manning are expected to solely affect SSNs. Graney said the train-

ing pipeline was halted in early 2020 due to COVID but was restarted in late 2020 and continued to 

produce new shipbuilders throughout 2021.  

Still, like the rest of the labor market, Graney said Electric Boat is seeing higher attrition and a tougher 

time hiring. While not unique to the shipyard, those conditions are disproportionately affecting Virginia 

SSN construction.  

18 

https://www.defensenews.com/naval/2022/01/03/us-navy-avoided-a-2022-trough-in-submarine-fleet-size-but-industry-challenges-threaten-future-growth/


Submarine Oregon w as originally m eant to deliver  in the fall of 2020, but the delivery 
date continued to slip. With people and materials prioritized to Columbia, Oregon had material chal-
lenges and a higher re-work rate, Graney said.  

Oregon w ent out for  sea tr ials in Decem ber, and Graney said the boat ’s propulsion system 
was “flawless.” There are some “relatively small items” that remain to be addressed elsewhere on the 
boat, he added, but by the end of the week the submarine should be back out to sea for its final trials 
with the Navy’s Board of Inspection and Survey. 

“Once that completes, we are fast-tracked to get to delivery — I think the timeline generally from IN-
SURV to delivery is about a week, so we are poised to get that boat delivered, and I think USS Mon-
tana will be right on her heels,” Graney said. 

Electric Boat and Huntington Ingalls Industries’ Newport News Shipbuilding each build portions of 
the submarines and alternate which yard conducts final assembly and delivery. Montana is going 
through this process at Newport News. 

Graney said a second submarine, the Hyman G. Rickover, is also on track for delivery from Electric 
Boat this year. This would come after an extended pause in submarine deliveries: Vermont delivered 
in April 2020, with Oregon next in line and on track for a February 2022 delivery. 

Though not a primary factor on Oregon, Graney noted COVID has caused some challenges for the 
yard and its workforce. 

The workforce is now 86% vaccinated, a figure it reached through incentives rather than mandates, 
Graney said. Still, the omicron variant of the virus led to a surge in COVID case numbers that hit the 
New England area earliest in the U.S. In the eight weeks since Thanksgiving, Electric Boat has seen its 
highest case count of the whole pandemic, according to Graney. In fact, 42% of all reported cases 
among employees have happened just in these last eight weeks. 

 

“How that hits us, especially coming off of the holiday shutdown that we do between Christmas and 
new year, we ended up with a lot of people unable to come in because of the protocols associated with 
COVID. And, unfortunately, it hit our senior ranks — that is, our leadership ranks, supervisors, first-
line supervisors and above — 
disproportionately relative to 
the rank and file.  

So, hard to lead a crew of peo-
ple when your leader’s ‘on the 
beach’ suffering from 
COVID,” Graney said. 

 

“I think we’re getting better 
here with each passing week, 
each passing day … and I hope 
to be out of the woods here 
with regard to any additional 
impact from omicron in the 
coming week or two,” he add-
ed. 
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https://www.navytimes.com/news/your-navy/2020/09/20/uss-montana-submarine-christened-in-virtual-ceremony/
https://www.navytimes.com/news/your-navy/2020/09/20/uss-montana-submarine-christened-in-virtual-ceremony/


Elaine Marie Thomas, 67, of Auburn, Washington, was the director of metallurgy at a foundry in Taco-

ma that supplied steel castings used by Navy contractors Electric Boat and Newport News Shipbuild-

ing to make submarine hulls. 

From 1985 through 2017, Thomas falsified the results of strength and toughness tests for about half 

the steel the foundry produced for the Navy. The tests were intended to show that the steel would not 

fail in a collision or in certain “wartime scenarios,” the Justice Department said. 

Thomas pleaded guilty to fraud last November. U.S. District Judge Benjamin Settle sentenced her in 

Tacoma, calling her actions a “crime of pride and ego, that in some way she knew better than those 

who set the standards,” according to a news release from Seattle U.S. Attorney Nick Brown.                                                           

The sentence was less than half the nearly six years sought by prosecutors.“Our Sailors and Marines depend 

upon high quality products and services from our contractors to safely and effectively meet the worldwide mis-

sion of the Department of the Navy,” Navy Secretary Carlos Del Toro said. “We will continue to insist that our 

contractors must meet these high standards.” 

There was no allegation that any submarine hulls failed. But authorities said the Navy has spent nearly $14 mil-

lion, including 50,000 hours of engineering work, to assess the parts and risk to the 30 submarines affected. 

The Navy says it will incur further costs as it continues monitoring the subs. 

Thomas’ conduct came to light in 2017, when a metallurgist being groomed to replace her noticed suspicious 

test results and alerted their company, Kansas City-based Bradken Inc., which acquired the foundry in 2008. 

Bradken fired Thomas and initially disclosed its findings to the Navy, but the company then wrongfully suggest-

ed that the discrepancies were not the result of fraud. That hindered the Navy’s investigation into the scope of 

the problem as well as its efforts to remediate the risks to its sailors, prosecutors said. 

Navy says it ensured sub safety after fake strength tests surfaced, but won’t detail how. The  
Navy's actions came after a Washington state metallurgist admitted to falsifying sub steel 
strength test results for decades. 

SEATTLE — A metallurgist in Washington state was sentenced to 2 1/2 years in prison 
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https://www.justice.gov/usao-wdwa/pr/former-metallurgist-lab-director-pleads-guilty-major-fraud-usa
https://www.navytimes.com/news/your-navy/2022/01/06/navy-says-it-ensured-sub-safety-after-faked-strength-tests-surfaced-but-wont-detail-how/
https://www.navytimes.com/news/your-navy/2021/11/08/metallurgist-admits-faking-steel-test-results-for-navy-subs/


Naval Technology  January, 18 , 2022 

The Spanish Navy’s first 

submarine of the S-80 series, 

the S-81 ‘Isaac Peral’, is set 

to undergo mooring trials.  

Spanish state-owned ship-

building company Navantia 

announced the development 

through a Twitter post. 

Navantia is building four of 

the submarines at its Carta-

gena shipyard for the Span-

ish Navy. 

During the mooring trials, 

the operation of the subma-

rine’s propulsive line will be 

verified. This is conducted prior to the start of its sea trials. 

The submarine is powered by three bio-ethanol engines, a 3,500kW main electric engine, and a 

300kW atmosphere-independent propulsion system. 

The boat completed start-up of its diesel engines in November 2021, marking a new safety 

milestone. The start-up was carried out as part of its port testing process.In August last 

year, Navantia performed the official combat system tests on S-81 at its Cartagena shipyard. 

The S-80 Plus-class submarines are 81.05m long and have a submerged displacement of 3,200t. 

Featuring stealth capabilities, the boats will be equipped with the integrated combat system and 

platform control system developed by Navantia Sistemas. 

The Isaac Peral-class submarine can be equipped with the DM2A4 heavy torpedo SeaHake. It 

can also be armed with the UGM-84 anti-ship missile Sub-Harpoon, and SAES mines. 

With the S-80 programme, Spain joins a list of countries capable of designing and building   

submarines. 

 

The S-80 Plus-class submarines have a submerged displacement of some 3,200t 

Spanish Navy’s first S-80 Plus-class submarine to begin mooring trials 
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https://twitter.com/navantiaoficial
https://www.naval-technology.com/news/navantia-conducts-s81-combat-system-trials/
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Trinidad Salus 

Dibsie ? 

Merideth Norbert 

Trinidad Enrile 

Brothers Francis 

Davis Frank 

Melvin Ed 

Fleming Don 

Huffstutler ? 

Ochoa Salvador Jr. 

Haller Gary 

Helm Millard 

Welsh Richard 

Henry James 

Space Robert 

Medearis Robert 

Blue Lowell 

Collier Skip 

Givens                                Roy 

Meredeth Norbert 

Miller Byron 

Horan Jerry 

Hartman William J 

Lyle Roger-I have contact info  

Lenmann ? 

  

        I PUT HIS LIST IN THE WINTER ISSUE

   AND DIDN’T GET A REPLY   

               I NEED YOUR HELP!  

Fellas, this is your boat, your crew members, 

your life time friends. which I am trying to         

locate, to invite them to the 2023 Reunion in   

Victoria.   If you have any of the contact emails for fellow crew members, 

please, send me the information.    

Were you on the Razorback in April 1968?      Do you have a photo of the            

Razorback while she visited CFB Esquimalt?   Please let me know.                                 

  Valerie Braunschweig, Publisher      valerieanddick@telus.net 

 

Here is a list of some of the Razorback crew that 
served from 1966-1969 that may have been on the 
Razorback when it visited CFB Esquimalt in 1968.  

Do you have any other names to add to the list?  

If you were on board then, can you please let me 
know. I am desperately looking for any photos that 

were taken during that visit.  

Regards: Valerie Braunschweig                                                           
 Publisher of Lobo Jr. Newsletter                             

valerieanddick@telus.net 
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