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The holiday season quickly approaches I wish 

you, and your loved ones, a very Merry Christ-

mas and a Happy New Year.   

This our final newsletter for 2021.  I am hopeful 

that you will be able to celebrate your holiday in 

the way you wish. And that Covid restrictions 

will allow for  more social times.  One can’t help 

to but reflect  on the challenges faced this year. 

Covid still remains prevalent.  Who would have 

thought it would last this long, and we still are 

not out of the woods yet.  Our daily lives have 

changed.  The world has been sadly effected by 

this never ending relentless health challenge. 

You may want to get back to normal, however, 

this may be our new normal for some time to 

come. 

We have a new awareness of what is important 

in our daily lives.  Our loved ones, family and 

friends, our home. our community our country’s 

security and safety.  

Our Military Forces have been called to help in 

many ways this year beyond their regular duties 

both nationally and internationally.   We are 

grateful for their dedication and assistance.  

December 7th, marks the 80th Anniversary of the 

bombing of Pearl Harbour.  We reflect and re-

member the high price of protecting a nation.   

Including a photo of the Razorback attended the 

signing at Toyko Bay, Sept. 2,1945. 

As the US Submarine Force protects us,  some 

serving members may not be able to be home for 

the holidays.  We must again, say thank you for 

your sacrifice .  I wish you & yours every suc-

cess in the coming year. Thank you for your ser-

vice.  

I hope you enjoy this issue of LOBO JR. News-

letter.  (Lobo was Razorbackth’s call sign),  It is 

sometimes difficult to keep it to a reasonable 

reading size.  Your input is always welcome, 

along with a story or photo you wish to share 

with fellow shipmates. 

The members of our Razorback Association 

share a common link.  A lifetime connection    

developed while serving on submarines, making 

friends with fellow submariners who understand 

it is like no other part of the navy.  Unique in 

many ways.  These friendships continue after 

service and the Razorback Association helps to 

make and continue the connection.   

Don’t forget WORK WEEK  April 25-29,  2022 on 

the Razorback, N. Little Rock, to help get her all 

shiny and sweet.  A fun week for all.  

Please,  join us in Victoria, BC., Canada Sept. 6-

9, 2023 for the Razorback Reunion celebrating 

the only port visit to a Canadian Forces Base .  

She visited  Esquimalt, B. C, April 1968,  You will 

enjoy a fun visit and meet  some of the Canadian 

Submariners  and members of the Submariner 

Association of Canada. 

Best wishes for a Happy Holiday Season.       

   Valerie Braunschweig,                        

  Publisher    

    valerieanddick@telus.net             
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FROM THE BRIDGE: 
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 The Razorback Association and the boat itself are surviving the COVID-19 Omicron variant 
and ready to celebrate the holiday season.  I hope all of you are too.  Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year.    
 
 Looking forward we have scheduled Work Week 2022 for April 25-29.  This gives us plenty 
of time to make plane reservations and get discounts if any are available.  Make your plans 
now to attend.  Beyond that is our next reunion to be held in Victoria, BC in Sept 2023.  It 
will be the 55th anniversary of the Razorback visit to Canadian Forces Base Esquimalt, BC, 
Canada in 1968. Valerie is working on hosting this reunion with local submarine and Cana-
dian Navy groups.  We are planning on 20 members attending, but it would help if you 
would let me or Valerie know of your intentions to attend so we can get a more accurate es-
timate of attendance.  There are many very interesting events planned.   
 
I had a pleasant surprise a month or two ago.  I have USS Razorback Association stickers 
on my two rear side windows.  One weekend while parked at the local Kroger, my wife, 
Jeanette, was approached by someone who recognized the Razorback name.    It turned 
out to be Ken Brown Jr, who is the son of the last CO of Razorback, Ken Brown.  He com-
manded the ship when it visited Canadian Forces Base Esquimalt, BC in 1968. Ken, Jr lives 
nearby and has since joined our association and plans to attend the reunion in Victoria, 
BC.  Posting stickers on your car identifying you as Razorback Association member is a 
wonderful way to attract new members.  It is the number 1 way the USSVI attracts new 
members.   
 
Speaking of USSVI, one of our members, Jon Jaques, is the Senior Vice Commander of 
USSVI.  He gave the speech at one of our reunions in N. Little Rock several years ago.  He 
started the Volunteer Base, USSVI in Murfreesboro, TN.  Many of the Volunteer Base     
members have attended Work Week in the past, and I hope to see some of them this     
coming April.   
 
The Navy was in the headlines lately with news of the grounding of the USS Connecticut 
(SSN 22). It apparently hit and uncharted sea mount in the South China Sea.  The CO, XO 
and COB were relieved.  It is back in San Diego for repairs.  
 
Stay safe, Steady bubble, DBF, and start making plans for April Work Week next year.   
 
Fred Reker, Captain, USNR-R 

12/14/21 



 

IMPORTANT NOTICE:  

A special reunion is 
being planned in        

Victoria, B.C.,      
Canada                  

September 6-9, 2023,              
celebrating the        

Razorback’s one and 
only Port Visit to a 

Canadian Naval 
Base.                        

 
The Razorback made 
a special visit to the 
Canadian Forces Base, Esquimalt, B.C., in April 1968.  
Commanding  Officer was Captain Ken Brown who 
left the Razorback upon return to San Diego, May ’68.  
 
All Razorback crew will enjoy visiting this beautiful 
city, including the world famous Butchart Gardens,   
a tour to a Canadian Submarine (diesel) and whale 
watching tour to name a few items being planned. 

 
Your co-hosts are members of the 
Submariners Association of Cana-
da and serving submariners of the        
Canadian Submarine Force. 
 

To help us plan the number of hotel rooms to hold     
please let us know (via email) asap if you plan to    
attend this special reunion.    
To make this event we NEED a good attendance.  
Don’t forget to pass the word along to fellow ship-
mates.                                                                                       
  
We look forward to seeing you at this special event.   
 
     Fred Reker, President 
     fredreker326@gmail.com    
 

     Reunion Coordinator: 
     Valerie Braunschweig  
     valerieanddick@telus.net 
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HMCS Victoria  
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Submarines (SS) at the sign-

ing in Toyko Bay  

USS Archerfish (SS-311)      

USS Razorback (SS-394) 
USS Cavalla (SS-244)          

USS Runner (SS-476)                

USS Gato (SS-212)         

USS Pilotfish (SS-386)                                    

USS Haddo (SS -215)               

USS Sea Cat (SS-399)                      

USS Hake (SS-256)         

USS Segundo (SS-398)      

USS Muskallunge (SS-262)   

USS Tigrone (SS-419) 

The USS Razorback was commis-

sioned in 1944.  During World War 

II the USS Razorback was a very 

productive submarine.   She con-

ducted five combat patrols during 

World War II, sinking Japanese 

vessels, capturing Japanese 

POW;s and rescuing American pi-

lots who had been shot down.  

Twelve submarines to present dur-

ing the Japanese signing of sur-

render in Toyko Bay on     Septem-

ber 2 nd, 1945. 
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Damaged submarine Connecticut arrives in San Diego 

 
By Geoff Ziezulewicz                                                                                  Dec. 13, 2021  

The fast-attack submarine Connecticut departs Naval Base Kitsap-Bremerton, Wash., May 27, 2021, for a deployment to U.S. 3rd and 7th 
fleets. The Connecticut, which collided with an undersea mount in the South China Sea Oct. 2, arrived in San Diego Sunday after transiting 
from Guam. (Navy)  

The secretive, damaged and pricey fast-attack submarine Connecticut, which struck an 
undersea mountain in October, pulled into San Diego Sunday after transiting from 
Guam.  
 
Navy officials declined Monday to say why the sub is in Southern California, what damage 
the stealthy boat sustained and when it will head north to Washington’s Puget Sound Na-
val Shipyard for repairs. 
 
In response to several questions regarding Connecticut, Submarine Force Pacific spokes-
woman Cmdr. Cynthia Fields would only confirm that the boat was in San Diego and that 
“the submarine remains in a safe and stable condition.” 
 
Fields also declined to answers questions in connection to media reports that Connecti-
cut had to transit to San Diego at the surface because the collision damage had impeded 
its ability to safely travel underwater. 
 
News of Connecticut’s arrival in California was first posted to Twitter Sunday by 
the @WarshipCam account, which tracks the coming and going of vessels.  
 
               Continued next page 
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https://www.navytimes.com/author/geoff-ziezulewicz
https://news.usni.org/2021/12/12/uss-connecticut-pulls-into-san-diego-after-surface-transit-from-guam
https://twitter.com/WarshipCam/status/1470233651610853377


Connecticut collided with an undersea mountain in the South China Sea Oct. 2, and 11 
sailors sustained minor injuries in the mishap. 
It made its way to Guam for damage assessment, and the command triad was re-
lieved in November. 

Later that month, the head of U.S. Submarine Forces ordered a community-
wide navigation stand-down. 

While officials declined to provide details on the precise substance of the stand-down, 
they said it would serve as a refresher course on navigation and other best practices in 
the submarine community. 
 
While the community appears to be spreading lessons learned from the mishap, offi-
cials have not indicated when the Navy’s investigations into the mishap will be made 
public, although Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Mike Gilday has said they will be in 
the future. 
 
“We’ll get to the point where we can release those investigations, absolutely,” Gilday 

USS Connecticut (SSN 22) Seawolf-class nuclear attack submarine com-
ing into San Diego - December 12, 2021 #ussconnecticut #ssn22  
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Damaged submarine Connecticut arrives in San Diego  (continued)  

 

By Geoff Ziezulewicz                                                    Dec. 13, 2021  

https://www.navytimes.com/news/your-navy/2021/11/04/uss-connecticuts-leadership-fired-following-undersea-mountain-collision/
https://www.navytimes.com/news/your-navy/2021/11/04/uss-connecticuts-leadership-fired-following-undersea-mountain-collision/
https://www.navytimes.com/news/your-navy/2021/11/17/navy-holds-navigation-stand-down-for-submarine-force-after-undersea-collision/
https://twitter.com/hashtag/ussconnecticut?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/ssn22?src=hashtag_click
https://www.navytimes.com/author/geoff-ziezulewicz


The submarine Connecticut is shown in 2016, following the boat's departure from a maintenance availability. (Thiep Van Nguyen II/Navy via AP)  

Yo u r  N a vy  

Officials: Damaged US Navy sub struck underwater mountain 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The U.S. Navy has determined that a submarine damaged in a collision in the South   

China Sea in early October struck a seamount, or underwater mountain, two defense officials said Monday. 

The officials spoke on condition of anonymity ahead of a public announcement. The Navy has yet to fully explain 

how or why the USS Connecticut struck the seamount or to reveal the extent of damage to the Seawolf-class sub-

marine. 

The Navy has said the submarine’s nuclear reactor and propulsion system were not damaged. The collision caused 

a small number of moderate and minor injuries to the crew. USNI News, which was first to report that the sub had 

struck a seamount, said damage to the forward section of the submarine damaged its ballast tanks. 

The incident happened on Oct. 2 but was not reported by the Navy until five days later. The vessel made its way to 

Guam for a damage assessment, where it remains. 

Navy Times  Navy holds ‘navigation stand-down’ for submarine    
      force after  undersea collision.   Nov 17, 2021 03:15 PM  

Nov. 17, 2021          The Navy’s submarine community began a “navigation stand-down” this week following 

the submarine Connecticut’s collision with an undersea mountain last month in the South China Sea. 

U.S. Submarine Forces officials said that, unlike prior surface fleet or aviation stand-downs, the stand-down an-

nounced Wednesday will not involve a halting of all submarine activities. 

Instead, crews will review the procedures required for navigation planning, operations, risk management and best 

practices, while absorbing lessons learned from the Connecticut mishap, SUBFOR spokesman Cmdr. Paul 

Macapagal told Navy Times.                                                                                                    (continued next pg.  ) 
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https://www.navytimes.com/news/your-navy
https://www.navytimes.com/news/your-navy/2021/10/08/damaged-us-sub-in-port-after-undersea-collision-in-south-china-sea/
https://www.militarytimes.com/breaking-news/2021/10/07/several-sailors-injured-after-submarine-uss-connecticut-struck-an-object-underwater-earlier-this-month/
https://news.usni.org/2021/11/01/investigation-concludes-uss-connecticut-grounded-on-uncharted-sea-mount-in-south-china-sea
https://news.usni.org/2021/11/01/investigation-concludes-uss-connecticut-grounded-on-uncharted-sea-mount-in-south-china-sea
https://www.navytimes.com/news/your-navy/2021/11/04/uss-connecticuts-leadership-fired-following-undersea-mountain-collision/
https://www.navy.mil/Leadership/Biographies/BioDisplay/Article/2236375/vice-admiral-william-houston/


Macapagal said the stand-down is only “near term,” but did not provide a timeline for when the effort will be com-

pleted.   The stand-down was conveyed to the submarine community via a joint message sent by SUBFOR’s com-

mander, Vice Adm. William Houston, and the head of Submarine Force Pacific, Rear Adm. Jeffrey Jablon.  

Macapagal declined to release a copy of the joint message to Navy Times, saying that certain portions are classi-

fied. 

While the Navy appears to be disseminating lessons learned regarding the Oct. 2 collision, the sea service’s inves-

tigations into the mishap remain ongoing and few details have been made public. 

But in a speech Wednesday at a Navy Submarine League event, Houston suggested the service knows what hap-

pened with the Connecticut and is working to get those lessons out to the fleet. 

“We have very rigorous navigation safety procedures, and they fell short of what our standard was,” he told at-

tendees. 

Houston noted the sub community’s “exceptionally high standards” required of the men and women who operate 

secretive, nuclear-powered steel tubes far below the surface. 

“We know the details [of the mishap] and we’re sharing it, and that goes back to the critique and oversight process 

that we have,” he said. “We will find our deficiencies and we will correct them.” 

The Japan-based U.S. 7th Fleet announced on Nov. 4 that the Connecticut’s commanding officer, executive officer 

and chief of the boat were all relieved in connection to the collision. 

While commands generally don’t release the reasons for such firings, a 7th Fleet statement at the time noted that 

“sound judgement, prudent decision-making and adherence to required procedures in navigation planning, watch 

team execution and risk management could have prevented the incident.”  

Seventh Fleet’s investigation into the collision is completed and awaiting final endorsement, the command said 

earlier this month, but officials there have declined to say whether that probe will be made public.   

Speaking to reporters Wednesday, Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Mike Gilday pledged transparency regarding 

what happened and noted that the sea service has been transparent with Congress regarding the incident. 

“We’ll get to a point where we can release those investigations, absolutely,” Gilday said. 

Asked whether the Connecticut collision signals deeper readiness issues within the sub community in the same 

way that two fatal surface fleet collisions in 2017 revealed deeper dysfunction in that community, Gilday would 

only say that the Navy is taking the sub collision “very seriously.” 

“It’s a gut punch when you lose an asset like that, and so…we’re taking a deep and very thoughtful look at the in-

vestigation, what do we need to learn from that, force-wide,” he said. 

“The sea is a very dangerous environment, and we have an important responsibility to learn those lessons,” Navy 

Secretary Carlos Del Toro added. 

Officials have yet to release the nature or extent of damage to Connecticut, or a timeline for when the pricey and 

elite boat might return to the fleet.  Connecticut is one of three Seawolf-class submarines, $3 billion boats that are 

bigger, quieter and capable of carrying more weapons than some other sub classes. 

Precisely what happened remains unclear, but Navy analysts say the South China Sea is a rugged, mountainous 

and at-times shallow undersea terrain compared to other regions. 

Navy holds ‘navigation stand-down’ for submarine  

                

  WINTER 2021                            USS RAZORBACK ASSOCIATION              

https://www.navy.mil/Leadership/Biographies/BioDisplay/Article/2236375/vice-admiral-william-houston/
https://www.csp.navy.mil/Leadership/Rear-Admiral-Jeffrey-T-Jablon-Commander-Submarine-Force-US-Pacific-Fleet/1/
https://www.navalsubleague.org/
https://www.navytimes.com/news/your-navy/2021/09/24/gilday-outlines-goal-for-navy-to-become-the-most-diverse-service/
https://www.navytimes.com/news/your-navy/2021/08/08/senate-confirms-del-toro-as-78th-secnav/
https://www.navytimes.com/news/your-navy/2021/08/08/senate-confirms-del-toro-as-78th-secnav/
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Military News 

How the US Navy Plans to Make its Future Attack 
Submarine  into an 'Apex Predator' 

12 Oct 2021 

Business Insider | By Benjamin Brimelow 

U.S. Navy officials are already laying the groundwork for the next generation of 

nuclear-powered attack submarines, drawing on the current fleet to develop a   

fearsome new boat. 

"We are looking at the ultimate apex predator for the maritime domain," Vice Adm. 

Bill Houston said of the new program at a Navy League event in July. Houston is 

now the head of Naval Submarine Forces, Submarine Force Atlantic, and Allied 

Submarine Command. 

Sailors assigned to the Los Angeles-class fast-attack submarine USS Columbia (SSN 771) load a Mark 48 ad-

vanced capability torpedo for Exercise Agile Dagger 2021 (AD21), June 2, 2021. (Michael B. Zingaro/U.S. 

Navy) 

https://www.military.com/daily-news
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Royal Navy Commissions Fourth Astute Class Submarine             

Naval News Staff    Royal Navy press release       Sept 23, 2021 

Members of the ship’s company and personnel from the 

Submarine Flotilla (SUBFLOT) were joined at the Faslane 

site by the boat’s sponsor, Lady Elizabeth Jones, as they 

welcomed HMS Audacious to the Royal Navy Fleet. 

The ceremony marks the completion of extensive tests and 

sea trials for the vessel with Audacious now ready for Royal 

Navy operations around the globe. 

Commander Jim Howard, the Commanding Officer of HMS 

Audacious, said: “It is an absolute pleasure to be Com-

manding Officer of the Royal Navy’s newest and most capa-

ble SSN. 

“As we now move from sea trials into our operational sea 

training programme, I and the whole ship’s company are 

ready for the challenge ahead. 

“This formal commissioning ceremony marks another major 

milestone in the platform being fully operational and ready 

for tasking.”  

During the ceremony, members of Audacious’ ship’s com-

pany formed platoons on the jetty with Lady Elizabeth 

Jones inspecting them.  Afterwards she addressed those 

gathered for the occasion and cut the commissioning cake. 

HMS Audacious arrived at HM Naval Base Clyde for the first 
time on April 7 last year where she joined sister-vessels 

HMS Astute, HMS Artful and HMS Ambush. 

  The Astute-Class nuclear powered submarines are among 
the most sophisticated underwater vehicles ever construct-
ed, gradually replacing the Trafalgar-Class submarines 
which have provided sterling service for almost four dec-
ades. 

Equipped with sophisticated sensors, the Astute-Class sub-
marines carry both Tomahawk Land Attack Cruise Missiles 
(TLAM) and Spearfish heavyweight torpedoes.             

The vessels are capable of circumnavigating the globe while 
submerged, producing their own oxygen and drinking wa-
ter. 

Speaking of the Commissioning, Commodore Jim Perks, 
Head of the Royal Navy Submarine Service, said: “This is an 
extremely important day in the life of HMS Audacious and I 
am delighted that the sponsor, Lady Elizabeth Jones, was 
able to formally commission this, our fourth Astute-Class 
submarine, today. 

“Throughout this pandemic, Audacious has delivered her 
extensive trials programme without fuss and with consider-
able style.  

“I wish the boat, crew and their families all the very best for 
the future and look forward to seeing her deliver on opera-
tions.” 
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North Korea confirms ballistic missile launch from            

submarine                                                  20 Oct 2021  

NAVAL TECHNOLOGY 

North Korean state media has issued a statement confirming the test firing of a new, smaller subma-

rine-launched ballistic missile (SLBM). 

The news comes just a day after South Korean military reported that it suspected firings by North   

Korea.   This test is the latest in a number of North Korean missile tests, which included hypersonic 

and long-range weapons. 

It also follows South Korea’s unveiling of a similar weapon, the BBC reported. 

In a White House press briefing, spokesperson Jen Psaki said: “These launches violate multiple UN 

Security Council resolutions and are a threat to the region. 

“We call on the DPRK to refrain from further provocations and engage in sustained and substantive 

dialogue, and our commitment to the defence of the Republic of Korea and Japan remains ironclad. 

“These launches also underscore the urgent need for dialogue and diplomacy. Our offer remains to 

meet anywhere, anytime, without preconditions. We’re also closely consulting with allies on this.” 

Psaki also noted that DPRK Special Representative Sung Kim and his Japanese and ROK counter-

parts met and held talks on engaging with the DPRK. 

She added: “So, we remain prepared to engage in diplomacy with the DPRK and also, of course, to 

work closely with our allies and partners on addressing this as it proceeds.” 

In January this year, North Korea reportedly displayed a new SLBM at a military parade in Pyonyang. 

https://www.naval-technology.com/news/north-korea-displays-new-submarine-launched-ballistic-missile/
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The French Navy’s damaged nuclear sub is out 
at sea once more                           Tuesday, Nov 2 ,2021Vivienne Machi        

The French submarine Perle, shown here in 2005, has rejoined the fleet following extensive repairs to damage sustained in a 2020 

fire. (Alessandro Abbonizio/AFP via Getty Images)  

STUTTGART, Germany — The French Navy’s nuclear submarine Perle has returned to sea following 

just about a year of work to repair its fire-damaged body and splice it together with a second boat. 

In late October, the 26-year-old nuclear attack submarine departed Cherbourg Naval Base, where it has 

been undergoing repairs by manufacturer Naval Group since October 2020, and returned to the service’s 

main base in Toulon, French Ministry of Defense spokesman Hervé Grandjean told reporters. 

The nuclear attack submarine caught fire while undergoing maintenance in June 2020 in Toulon, and 

burned for 14 hours. The fore of the submarine suffered the most damage, while the aft of the ship, 

which houses the nuclear power plant and propulsion, was left intact. 

French Minister of Defense Florence Parly announced in October 2020 that Naval Group would repair 

the ship by cutting the Perle’s aft away, and attaching it to the front part of the Saphir, a nuclear sub-

marine that was withdrawn from service in 2019. 

Grandjean confirmed that the repairs, which began Oct. 14 2020, had been successful, and that the 

Perle would now return to its scheduled maintenance that was ongoing at the time of the fire. The sub-

marine was originally expected to reenter service in 2022; now, it is scheduled to return just one year 

later. The enhancements made to the boat throughout the repairs will extend its service life for another 

decade past 2023, per the French defense ministry. 

https://www.defensenews.com/author/vmachi
https://www.defensenews.com/smr/euronaval/2020/10/22/naval-group-will-repair-french-perle-nuclear-sub-damaged-by-fire/
https://www.defensenews.com/naval/2020/06/16/french-submarine-burns-in-unbelievably-fierce-fire-for-14-hours/
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French Navy continued 

The work cost about €110 million (U.S. $127.6 million), with Naval Group responsible for about €50 

million, and the French government covering €60 million, Grandjean said. It required about 350,000 

hours of work, including about 100,000 hours of studies, and about 300 Naval Group employees 

worked on the repairs while also ensuring that the next-generation Barracuda nuclear submarine 

program was not impacted, he noted. 

A hearing to help determine whether a junior sailor will go to court-martial for allegedly setting fire to 

the amphibious assault ship Bonhomme Richard, scheduled for this week, has been pushed back to 

December, Navy officials confirmed Monday. 

This summer, the Navy preferred arson and a hazarding a vessel charges against Seaman Apprentice 

Ryan Sawyer Mays for starting the July 12, 2020, fire that eventually destroyed the ship as it under-

went maintenance in San Diego. 

The Article 32 hearing, originally slated for Wednesday, would have involved an officer reviewing evi-

dence against the junior sailor and then making a recommendation to the head of U.S. 3rd Fleet on 

whether charges should be referred to court-martial. 

But command spokesman Cmdr. Sean Robertson told Navy Times that Mays’ defense team requested 

that the hearing be pushed back to the week of Dec. 13. 

May’s lead civilian defense attorney, Gary Barthel, did not respond to requests for comment by Navy 

Times’ deadline Monday, but said in August that Mays “always maintained his innocence and denies 

any wrongdoing with regard to the fire aboard the Bonhomme Richard.” 

Preliminary hearing delayed for sailor charged with          
Starting  USS Bonhomme Richard fire      

By Geoff Ziezulewicz                                                                                                                    Nov. 15, 2021  

https://www.navytimes.com/news/your-navy/2021/08/04/sailor-accused-of-starting-uss-bonhomme-richard-fire-identified-in-warrant/
https://www.navytimes.com/news/your-navy/2021/08/04/sailor-accused-of-starting-uss-bonhomme-richard-fire-identified-in-warrant/
https://www.navytimes.com/news/your-navy/2021/08/04/sailor-accused-of-starting-uss-bonhomme-richard-fire-identified-in-warrant/
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Russia conducts test launch of Zircon                        

hypersonic cruise missile             05 Oct 2021 

it was the second test firing of the missile and was carried out from an underwater position. 

The Severodvinsk cruiser performed two launches of the Zircon cruise missile at mock targets in the 

Barents Sea. Credit: Ministry of Defence of the Russian Federation. 

The crew of the Russian Navy’s Yasen-class nuclear-powered cruise missile submarine, 

Severodvinsk, have successfully launched the Zircon hypersonic missile. 

It was the second test launch of Zircon missile and was carried out from a submerged position from 

a depth of 40m for the first time. 

The Russian Defense Ministry confirmed that the Severodvinsk cruiser performed two launches of 

the Zircon cruise missile at mock targets in the Barents Sea. 

The objective control data of the launch demonstrated that the flight of the rocket from ‘leaving the 

water to hitting the conditional target’ completely corresponded to the respective parameters. 

The ministry in a statement said: “The day before, for the first time, a hypersonic cruise missile Zir-

con was fired from the nuclear submarine missile cruiser Severodvinsk from a surface position.” 

Capable of travelling at over five times the speed of sound, the Zircon hypersonic cruise missile is 

designed to be deployed on surface ships. 

The Yasen-class submarines are being built by Russia’s Sevmash shipyard for the Russian Navy. 

The submarines are being developed as part of Project 885 Yasen. 

https://www.naval-technology.com/projects/yasengraneysubmarine/
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 MDL delivers fourth Scorpene-class submarine to 
   Indian Navy 
                                                                       XAVIER VAVASSEUR  10 NOV 2021  

The submarine is expected to be commissioned with the Indian Navy by year 
end. Vela was launched by MDL on 6 May 2019. 

Six Scorpene type submarines have been ordered by India in 2005 as part of the Project 

75 program. 

 They are constructed locally by the Mazagon Dock Limited shipyard in Mumbai, with as-

sistance of Naval Group, designer of these submarines.  

Three submarines, Kalvari, Khanderi and Karanj have already been commissioned into 

the Indian Navy. The fifth submarine of the class, Vagir, is conducting sea trials, whilst 

Indian shipbuilder Mazagon Dock Limited (MDL) delivered "Vela", the fourth   

Scorpene type submarine (Kalvari-class) to the Indian Navy. 

https://www.navalnews.com/author/xavier/
https://www.navalnews.com/naval-news/2019/10/following-ins-khanderis-commissioning-what-is-naval-groups-outlook-in-india/
https://www.navalnews.com/naval-news/2021/03/indian-navy-commissions-3rd-scorpene-class-submarine-ins-karanj/
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CHINA 

 Kim vows to build ‘invincible’ military 

while slamming US     By Hyung-Jin Kim, The Associated Press        Oct 12, 2021  

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — North Korean leader Kim Jong Un reviewed powerful missiles devel-

oped to launch nuclear strikes on the U.S. mainland, as he vowed to build an “invincible” military to 

cope with what he called persistent U.S. hostility, state media reported Tuesday. 

In an apparent continued effort to drive a wedge between Washington and Seoul, Kim also used his 

speech at a rare exhibition of weapons systems Monday to stress that his military might isn’t targeted 

at South Korea and that there shouldn’t be another war pitting Korean people against each other. 

“The U.S. has frequently signaled it’s not hostile to our state, but there is no action-based evidence to 

make us believe that they are not hostile,” Kim said Monday, according to the official Korean Central 

News Agency. “The U.S. is continuing to create tensions in the region with its wrong judgments and 

actions.” 

 

             Continued next page  

In this photo provided by the North Korean government, North Korean leader Kim Jong Un, center, speaks in 

front of what the North says an intercontinental ballistic missile displayed at an exhibition of weapons systems in 

Pyongyang, North Korea, Monday, Oct. 11, 2021. (Korean Central News Agency/Korea News Service via AP) 

https://www.militarytimes.com/author/hyung-jin-kim
https://www.militarytimes.com/flashpoints/2021/09/13/north-korean-says-it-tested-new-long-range-cruise-missiles-indopacom-monitoring/
https://www.militarytimes.com/flashpoints/2021/09/13/north-korean-says-it-tested-new-long-range-cruise-missiles-indopacom-monitoring/
https://www.militarytimes.com/news/2021/09/28/north-korea-says-hypersonic-missile-made-1st-test-flight/


Kim vows to build ‘invincible’ military while slamming US  - continued           

“The U.S. has frequently signaled it’s not hostile to our state, but there is no action-based evidence to 

make us believe that they are not hostile,” Kim said Monday, according to the official Korean Central 

News Agency. “The U.S. is continuing to create tensions in the region with its wrong judgments and 

actions.” 

Calling the United States a “source” of instability on the Korean Peninsula, Kim said his country’s 

most important objective is possessing an “invincible military capability” that no one can dare chal-

lenge. 

The exhibition, which KCNA says was meant to mark the 76th birthday of the ruling Workers’ Party 

on Sunday, was the first of its kind since Kim took power in late 2011, according to Seoul officials. 

North Korean photos showed Kim, clad in a dark suit, walking on a red carpet lined with big missiles 

mounted on trucks, passing by a multiple rocket launch system and watching jets flying in a for-

mation. 

The exhibition featured an array of newly developed weapons, including intercontinental ballistic 

missiles North Korea has already test-launched or displayed during military parades in recent years, 

experts say. 

Yang Wook, a military expert who teaches at South Korea’s Hannam University, said the weapons in 

the photos include what appears to be a new ICBM that North Korea disclosed during a military pa-

rade last year but hasn’t test-fired, Yang said. That missile mounted on an 11-axel launch vehicle dur-

ing the parade is considered to be the North’s biggest-yet ICBM. 

Other weapons on display were another ICBM that North Korea tested in 2017; ballistic missiles that 

can be fired from submarines or a train; solid-fueled, short-range missiles; and a developmental hy-

personic missile that had its first test-flight last month, said Lee Choon Geun, a missile expert at 

South Korea’s Science and Technology Policy Institute. 

“Basically, North Korea wants to send this message: ‘We’ll continue to develop new weapons and 

arm ourselves with nuclear force, so don’t 

slap sanctions with these as we can’t 

agree on the double standards,’” Yang 

said. 

Seoul’s Defense Ministry said South Ko-

rean and U.S. intelligence authorities 

were analyzing the North Korean weap-

ons displayed but didn’t elaborate. 

In recent weeks North Korea has sent 

mixed signals toward its rivals, as it re-

sumed its missile tests after a six-month 

hiatus but offered  conditional talks with 

South Korea. 
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https://www.militarytimes.com/news/your-military/2021/09/27/north-korea-fires-suspected-ballistic-missile-into-sea/


 During a visit to their submarine's namesake state this week, members of the crew of the fu-

ture USS Idaho (SSN 799) visited the Naval Surface Warfare Center, Carderock Division 

Acoustic Research Detachment in Bayview, Idaho. 

  

The detachment is located on Lake Pend Oreille, which is Idaho’s largest, deepest (1,150 feet), 

and quietest body of water, providing an ideal environment for acoustic testing without some 

of the challenges of open ocean operations.  

  

The site is used to research, develop and test submarine acoustic stealth technology and 

there's a subtle reference to this Idaho site in the SSN 799 ship seal.  

  

The submarine USS Idaho is currently under construction at General 

Dynamics Corp.'s Electric Boat shipyard in Groton, Connecticut. When 

complete, the Virginia-class fast attack submarine will be 377 feet long 

and displace nearly 7,900 tons. 
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          Acoustic Research Detachment                              

  - Bayview, Idaho 



Trinidad Salus 

Dibsie ? 

Merideth Norbert 

Trinidad Enrile 

Brothers Francis 

Davis Frank 

Melvin Ed 

Fleming Don 

Huffstutler ? 

Ochoa Salvador Jr. 

Haller Gary 

Helm Millard 

Welsh Richard 

Henry James 

Space Robert 

Medearis Robert 

Blue Lowell 

Collier Skip 

Givens                                Roy 

Lyle Roger  

  

  

 

Merideth Norbert 

Miller Byron 

Lehmann ? 

Horan Jerry ? 

Willis Sid 

Hartman William J 

  

  

 

Hello Crew Members 

I am trying to re-create the crew list for Razorback’s 

only port visit to a Canadian Naval Base. 

Easter weekend of R&R (April 12 thru 14, 1968).    

Here is a list of some of the crew that served from 

1966-1969 that may have been on the Razorback 

when it visited CFB Esquimalt in 1968.  Do you 

have any other names to add to the list?  If you 

were on board then, can you please let me know.    

I am desperately looking for any photos that were 

taken during that visit. 

Regards: Valerie, Publisher of Lobo Jr. Newsletter                          

Email: valerieanddick@telus.net 

1968 Christmas Card  
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